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The table and chart below show a summary of motor vehicle crashes at the intersection of 
North Ave and Harlem Ave over a span of 4 years. The data from 2010 to 2011 show the 
period prior to the installation of RLR cameras. The data from 2012 show the year in which 
the cameras were installed. The data from 2013 show the year following the installation. 
 

  Turning Rear End Angle Head On/Ped.  Other Total 

2010 6 10 2 0 1 19 

2011 2 12 0 1 1 16 

2012 1 4 0 1 3 9 

2013 2 14 0 1 2 19 

 

 
 

According to IDOT, the Average Daily Traffic (ADT) along North Ave reached 35,600 to 
37,600 in 2011, while the ADT along Harlem Ave reached 18,600 to 26,700 cars.  
 
By 2013 there was a considerable increase in ADT along Harlem Ave (23,100 to 29,600). 
There was also an increase in ADT along North Ave in the same location (40,000).  
 
 
At the intersection of North Ave and Harlem Ave there were 19 accidents in 2010, 16 in 
2011, 9 in 2012 and 19 in 2013.  
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Traffic Volume 
  

 



 

 

November 2011 

 
The traffic numbers below were obtained from the IDOT website per the RLR Guideline document 
published by IDOT. Only ADT values were available, peak numbers were not provided.  
 
Harlem Ave ADT 

 North: 18,600 

 South: 26,700 
 

North Ave ADT 

 East: 35,600 

 West: 37,600 
 
 

       
 

 
  



 

 

 

November 2013 
 
The traffic numbers below were obtained from the IDOT website per the RLR Guideline document 
published by IDOT. Only ADT values were available, peak numbers were not provided.  
 
Harlem Ave ADT 

 North: 29,300 

 South: 23,100 
 

North Ave ADT 

 East: 40,000 

 West: 40,000 
 
 

          



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Summary 
 



 

 

The intersection of North Ave and Harlem Ave was selected specifically for this program 
because of its high traffic volume and crash rate. All processes are in compliance with the 
RLR regulations laid out by the Illinois Department of Transportation District 1 Bureau of 
Traffic Operations. 
 
The long-term goal of RLR camera enforcement programs such as this one is to increase 
traffic safety by enforcing red light running ordinances in a consistent manner and with 
transparency for a sustained period. The timing of the traffic signals at this intersection has 
not been altered, and should not be altered while the RLR camera system is in operation. In 
time these cameras will become a part of everyday life for motorists living and working in 
this area. 
 
Between 2011 and 2013 there was a surge in traffic volume at all four approaches of the 
intersection of North Ave and Harlem Ave. This increase in traffic volume also increases the 
risk of motorists making poor decisions, especially at rush hour periods during the workday 
where the flow of traffic becomes backed up. These situations contribute to the increased 
rate of accidents, and as such are a danger to public safety that these RLR cameras have 
been installed to combat.  
 
After analyzing all of the available data, we believe that more time is required to properly 
assess the efficacy of the RLR cameras located at the eastbound approach of North Ave 
and Harlem Ave in the Village of River Forest. Total crashes have increased, most of 
them ending up as Rear End crashes. Shifts in driving habits like these are to be expected 
in the first year of a new RLR camera system. This system will be reevaluated in the 3 Year 
Follow-Up Evaluation Report per the IDOT Bureau of Traffic Operations. A comprehensive 
analysis of the data available at that time will provide more detailed information. 
 


