
River Forest 
Police Department 

1st Quarterly Community 

Crime and Safety Meeting 



Department History 

• 1840’s – First “Constable On Patrol” (C.O.P.) begins patrolling 
 Proviso Township including area of River Forest. 

• 1880 – Village of River Forest incorporated. 

• 1880 -1890 – Village hires first three constables. 

• 1910 – River Forest Police Department established. 

• 1910 – First police vehicle purchased – motorcycle. 
• 1920 – First police car purchased. 

• 1928 – Carl W. Soderlin begins 26 years (longest) as Chief. 

• 1932 – First in-car radio system built by officers. 

• 1974 – First CAD system installed. 

• 1994 – Fire destroys River Forest police station. 
• 1994 – First computers installed in RFPD squad cars.  

• 1996 – Current Village Hall and police station built. 
• 2002 – RFPD consolidates dispatch with Oak Park, Elmwood, 

 Park, creating what is now WSCDC. 



RFPD Today 

• 28 Full-time, sworn police officers, 2 full-time 
civilian employees, 2 part-time civilian 
employees 

– 1 Chief, 1 Deputy Chief, 1 Patrol Commander, 5 
Sergeants, 20 Patrol officers. 
• 1 Administrative Sergeant, 1 Detective Sergeant, 3 

Patrol Sergeants. 

• 3 Corporals, 1 Detective, 1 Traffic/Tactical Officer, 1 
Crime Prevention Officer. 

• 17 Vehicles: 9 marked patrol, 2 semi-marked 
patrol, 1 marked service vehicle, 2 unmarked 
investigation, 3 administrative vehicles.  



 



Department Structure 

 



WSCDC 

• West Surburban 

Consolidated 

Dispatch Center 



W.E.D.G.E. Task Force 

• West Suburban Drug and Gang 

Enforcement Task Force 

• Membership agencies: 

River Forest 

Forest Park 

Oak Park 

Berwyn 

Riverside 

 

 

North Riverside 

Stickney 

Elmwood Park 

River Grove  

Brookfield 

 



N.I.P.A.S 

• Northern Illinois Police Alarm System 

• Over 100 Member Agencies 

• Mobile Field Force, Bike Response 

Team, Emergency Services Team 



WESTAF 

• West Suburban Major Crimes Task Force 

• Membership agencies: 

Bellwood 

Berkeley 
Berwyn 

Broadview 

Cicero 

Cook County Sheriff PD 

Elmwood Park 
Forest Park 

Franklin Park  
Hillside 

Illinois State Police 

LaGrange Park 

Melrose Park 
North Riverside 

Northlake 

Oak Park  

Riverside 

River Grove 
Schiller Park 

Stone Park 
Triton College PD 

Westchester 



Department Special Training 
• Bicycle Officer 

• Breath Testers 

• Crisis Intervention team 

• Child Passenger Safety 

Technician 

• Elderly Service Officer 

• Evidence Technician 

• Hostage/Crisis Negotiator 

• Juvenile Officer 

• Lead Homicide Investigator 

• Narcotics Investigator 

• Truck Enforcement Officer 

• School Resource Officer 
 

• In-house Training: 
– Air-Soft Instructor 

– ASP (Baton) Instructor 

– Defensive Tactics 

– FATS/MEGGIT 

– Firearms Instructor 

– Field Training Officer 

– Less-Lethal Instructor 

– OC Instructor 

– RAD Instructor 

– Rapid Deployment Instructor 

– MACTAC Instructor 

– Shield Instructor 

– TASER Instructor 



Evidence Technician 



Field Training Officer 



Truck Enforcement  



Emergency ID Bracelet Program 



Project ChildSafe 

• Free Gun Locks 

• Projectchildsafe.org 



Too Good For Drugs 

 



ISEARCH 



ISEARCH 



Junior Citizen’s Police Academy 



Junior Citizen’s Police Academy 



Vacation Watch 

• Call non-

emergency       

(708) 366-7125 

• Email Donna Ludvik 

dludvik@vrf.us 

• Email Ofc. Czernik 

gczernik@vrf.us 



Residential Security Survey 

• Free 

• Contact Ofc. Glen 

Czernik to schedule 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy6ZfpmvHYAhWO2VMKHVcLCsEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.com/Franklin-Standard-Silver-Cylinder-Deadbolt/dp/B00YWDKD1C&psig=AOvVaw3FhuARk6dCJvRqrefv4k6v&ust=1516904241902627


Child Safety Seat Inspection Program 



R.A.D. 

• Rape Aggression Defense 

• Personal self defense for 

women 

• Taught to all freshman 

females at OPRF 

• Taught at Concordia 

University, open to the 

public 



Outside Community Partners 

• Oak Park Township Youth Services 

• Oak Park Township Senior Services 

• River Forest Township 

• Sarah’s Inn 

• Thrive Family Services  


