
 

ADA Compliance: Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public 
meeting should contact the Village at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting in person at Village Hall by telephone at 

708.366.8500 or by email: publiccomment@vrf.us. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. 

 

 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 13th , 2026 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

You may submit written public comments in advance of the meeting by emailing them to vbot@vrf.us. If you wish 
to speak during Citizen Comments, please email lmasella@vrf.us by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 13th, 2026. Please 
note that only those attending the meeting in person will be able to provide Citizen Comments. The meeting will be 
available for listening only through Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956 or by phone at 312-626-6799 
using Meeting ID: 820 6367 6956. To access meeting materials or watch the YouTube livestream, please visit the 
Village website at: https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2996 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Public Hearing – Fiscal Year 2027 Operating Budget 

a. Presentation of FY 2027 Operating Budget 

b. Public Hearing – FY 2027 Village Operating Budget 

5. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Proclamation in Recognition of Earth Day 2026 

b. Accounts Payable – March 2026 – $1,933,981.17 

c. Financial Report – March 2026 

d. Approval of Resolution for Construction on State Highways 

e. Accessible Parking Space Request – 8041 Lake Street Apartment 2 

f. Award of Contract – 2026 Permeable Paver Maintenance – Old World Brick Paving – $60,000.00  

g. Administration Department Report 

h. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – March 23rd, 2026 

7. Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 

8. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees  

9. Unfinished Business 

10. New Business 

a. Right-of-Way Encroachment Agreement Process Update 

11. Executive Session 

12. Adjournment 



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: April 13, 2026 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President  
 Village Board of Trustees  
  
From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator   
 
Subj: Presentation of FY2027 Village Budget & Public Hearing 
 

  
Background: At Monday’s meeting, staff will present the proposed FY2027 Village budget. 
The Village operates on a May 1 fiscal calendar. The presentation will review operating funds 
and minor changes to the capital improvement program (CIP) that was presented to the 
Board in January.  
 
Staff has been preparing the budget document since October 2025. The document includes 
narratives on department initiatives, budgetary trends and performance measures that align 
with the Village Board’s guiding principles. As presented, the budget document is expected 
to receive recognition from the Illinois Government Finance Officers Association for 
Distinguished Budget Presentation.  
 
The proposed budget is available for review on the Village website and a hard copy is 
available at Village Hall.  
 
Following the presentation, a public hearing will be held on the budget as required by law. 
The proposed budget ordinance will return to the Village Board at the April 27 meeting for 
consideration and approval.  
 
Motion: No action is expected or required at this meeting. Staff is seeking input on the 
proposed budget.  
 
 

  
 

https://www.vrf.us/uploads/cms/documents/departments/2/draft_-_fy_2027_budget.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING APRIL 22, 2026, AS 

EARTH DAY IN THE VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
 

WHEREAS, Earth Day, April 22nd, is a global celebration of environmental awareness and action, 
inspiring individuals and communities to protect our planet; and 
 
WHEREAS, this year is the 56th anniversary of the first Earth Day, when millions of Americans 
came together for a call to action to become better stewards of our planet; and 
 
WHEREAS, today, over 1 billion people across the planet observe Earth Day; and 
 
WHEREAS, every Earth Day has a designated theme, and, for 2026, the theme is Our Power, Our 
Planet, a call to action emphasizing the collective power of individuals, communities, and 
governments to drive environmental change, transition to renewable energy, and build a sustainable 
future by addressing challenges like plastic pollution and climate change; and 
 

WHEREAS, River Forest is committed to fostering a sustainable and resilient environment for 
current and future generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest recognizes the importance of reducing our carbon 
footprint, conserving resources, and promoting environmental stewardship within our community. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, CATHERINE ADDUCI, on behalf of the Village of River Forest, do 
hereby proclaim April 22, 2026, as Earth Day in the Village of River Forest, and I urge all citizens to 
celebrate Earth Day, and encourages all residents, businesses, and organizations to participate in 
activities that promote environmental awareness and action; and 
 
IN WITNESS, THEREOF, I have hereto set my hand officially and caused to be affixed the seal 
of the Village of River Forest, this 13th day of April 2026. 
 
 
 
 

 

Catherine Adduci, Village President 



                   MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date:   April 2, 2026 
 
To:      Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
From:   Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:  Expenditures – March 2026 
 

 
Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from March 1-31, 2026.  The total payments made for the period, including payrolls, are as follows: 
   

  
 
 
Requested Board Actions:   

1. Motion to Approve the March 2026 Accounts Payable and Payroll transactions totaling 
$1,933,981.17. 

 
 

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED MARCH 31, 2026

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 901,391.93$       545,343.28$   1,446,735.21$    
Water & Sewer Fund 02 330,464.62         57,357.33       387,821.95         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 4,275.42              -                   4,275.42              
Debt Service 05 -                       -                   -                       
Capital Equip Replacement 13 8,135.00              -                   8,135.00              
Capital Improvement Fund 14 79,819.58           -                   79,819.58           
TIF-Madison 31 7,194.01              -                   7,194.01              
TIF-North 32 -                       -                   -                       
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 -                       -                   -                       

  Total Village Expenditures 1,331,280.56$    602,700.61$   1,933,981.17$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
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Village of River Forest 
 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
Fiscal Year 2026 through March 31, 2026 

 

 
 

This report includes financial information for Fiscal Year 2026 through March 31, 2026, which represents 
91.67% of the fiscal year. A revenue and expenditure report by fund and account and an investment report 
for March 2026 are attached.  

GENERAL FUND 

 
   

Revenues 
Fiscal year-to-date revenue collections are at 83.02%.  Property Tax Revenue is at 65.71%.  The 2nd installment 
tax bills for the 2024 levy are normally due in August, but bills were delayed.  The bills were due on December 
15th.  The Village received a portion of the allocations from the county in January and February, with still more 
distributions received in March.  The 1st installment of the 2025 tax levy is due April 1, 2026.  Sales tax and 
non-home rule sales tax revenues are for February through December of 2025 and are above projections.  
These taxes are 3 months in arrears.  The changes made to how collections are distributed are part of the 
reason for this increase.  Inflation rates in recent months have continued to slow.  Staff continues to monitor 
this and will make adjustments as needed as economic conditions change.   

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

REVENUES
Taxes
  Property Taxes $7,937,975 $5,215,916 65.71%
  General Sales Taxes 2,636,379 2,841,194 107.77%
  Non Home Rule Sales Tax 1,175,404 1,365,100 116.14%
  Utility Taxes 694,044 631,086 90.93%
  Restaurant Tax 191,476 178,827 93.39%
  Telecommunications Tax 188,079 161,420 85.83%
  Real Estate Transfer Tax 136,316 127,547 93.57%
  Local Gasoline Tax 89,274 58,517 65.55%
  Cannabis State Excise Tax 19,450 15,994 82.23%
Intergovernmental Revenue
  Personal Property Replacement Tax 222,259 189,167 85.11%
  Use Tax 229,653 99,304 43.24%
  State Income Taxes 2,088,790 1,926,999 92.25%
Licenses and Permits 1,227,693 1,264,365 102.99%
Charges for Services
  Garbage Collections 1,288,617 1,149,498 89.20%
  Ambulance Fees 1,200,000 1,002,253 83.52%
  Other Charges for Services 423,368 420,151 99.24%
Fines 315,324 225,335 71.46%
Investment Income 334,818 243,486 72.72%
Grants and Contributions 91,800 122,254 133.17%
Miscellaneous Revenues 555,768 233,446 42.00%
  TOTAL REVENUES $21,046,487 $17,471,859 83.02%

EXPENDITURES
Administration 2,305,280$     2,038,200$      88.41%
E911 478,080 575,365 120.35%
Boards & Commissions 57,884 58,648 101.32%
Building and Development 617,491 532,090 86.17%
Legal Services 208,000 117,248 56.37%
Police Department 8,064,786 6,748,039 83.67%
Fire Department 6,378,242 5,043,989 79.08%
Public Works 3,139,268 2,774,219 88.37%
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $21,249,031 $17,887,798 84.18%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE ($202,544) ($415,939)

2026

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Fiscal Year 2026 through March 31, 2026
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Use tax is below projections and is expected to continue to decrease.  As sales tax and non-home rules sales 
tax collections are seeing increases, use tax collections are seeing large reductions due to how it is being 
distributed. Use tax was distributed per capita but this was changed January 1, 2025.  It is now based on the 
jurisdiction where the item is shipped or delivered. The impact on this revenue will affect future budget 
projections.  Real Estate Transfer Tax revenues are based on the timing of real estate sales and the housing 
market.   Utility tax payments are typically elevated during the warmer summer (electric) and cooler winter 
(gas) months and vary based on weather conditions.  The Cannabis State Excise taxes are below projections.  
These revenues are to be used for public safety initiatives.   
 
Income tax receipts continue to exceed projections.  This has been fueled by the labor market and 
extraordinary corporate income tax collections.  The payment received in March is for February 2026 
collections.  We continue to see higher revenue collections each month.  The local gasoline tax is below what 
has been projected. License and permit revenue includes spring building permit activity.  Vehicle license 
renewals were due July 14th.   Past due notices were sent out to residents who still have not purchased the 
2025 vehicle sticker.  Citations were issued in December to all outstanding non-compliant vehicles.  Revenue 
from Ambulance billings is included in charges for services.  Increases in this revenue source are due to the 
Ground Emergency Medical Transportation (GEMT) reimbursement program that the Village now participates 
in.   
 
Expenditures 
Expenditures are at 84.18% of the budgeted amount. Salaries and benefits, except for overtime, include 
payment for services rendered through the end of the month.  All expenditures except E911 and Boards & 
Commissions are closely in line with projections or below projections because there is about a month’s lag 
between the time that goods are received or services are performed, and when the vendor payment is made 
for the goods or services.  E911 expenditures include payments to West Suburban Consolidated Dispatch 
Center for the Village’s contributions through April 2026.  Boards & Commissions include expenditures for 
Police and Fire applicant testing.   Payments made after April 30th for goods received and services performed 
prior to May 1st were posted to the prior fiscal year.   
 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 
 

Water and Sewer revenues are slightly above projections.  This is due to water consumption and weather 
conditions.  Overall expenses are in line with projections or below.  There is a one-month lag in payments to 
the City of Chicago for FY 2026 water usage. Debt Service expenses include the May and November payments 
on all debt service.           

 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

Operating Revenues

Permit Fees 29,055$           18,650$           64.19%
Water Sales 3,615,981 3,251,543 89.92%
Sewer Sales 2,172,804 1,933,508 88.99%
Water Penalties 33,000 34,096 103.32%
Miscellaneous 133,456 155,777 116.73%
Grants 750,000 -                  0.00%

Total Operating Revenues 6,734,296$      5,393,574$      80.09%

Operating Expenses
Salaries and Benefits 1,353,112$      1,264,479$      93.45%
Contractual Services 648,189 615,418 94.94%
Water From Chicago 2,066,254 1,730,849        83.77%
Materials and Supplies 78,520 67,406 85.85%
Depreciation/Debt Service 1,394,437 1,019,437 73.11%
Transfer to CERF 117,226 107,457 91.67%

Operating Expenses including Depreciation 5,657,738$      4,805,046$      84.93%
Operating Revenues over Operating Exp 1,076,558$      588,528$         
Capital Improvements (1,257,500)$     (966,257)          76.84%
Total Revenues over Expenses (180,942)$        (377,729)$        

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Net Position
Fiscal Year 2026 through March 31, 2026

2026
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REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES VS. BUDGET – OTHER FUNDS 
 

 

  
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 

  

 
 

 
MARCH 2026 FINANCE ACTIVITIES 

 
1. The proposed FY 2027 budget was prepared. 
2. Staff began preparing for the 2026 Vehicle Sticker season. 
3. The Finance Director and the Assistant Finance Director met with the auditing team from Sikich to 

prepare for the upcoming FY 2026 audit. 
4. Staff began working with Springbrook to prepare for the implementation of the new employee self 

service module.  
      

Revenues
Fund 2026 2026 % 2026 2026 %

# Fund Budget YTD Actual Rec Budget YTD Actual Exp
03 Motor Fuel Tax 550,830$    532,573$    96.69% 613,630$    254,349$    41.45%$
05 Debt Service Fund 596,551$    501,398$    84.05% 603,060$    602,609$    99.93%
13 Cap Equipmnt Replcmnt 759,078$    765,279$    100.82% 1,193,738$ 724,294$    60.67%
14 Capital Improvement 2,067,531$ 1,033,922$ 50.01% 2,043,862$ 1,512,166$ 73.99%
31 TIF-Madison 939,479$    589,048$    62.70% 377,950$    61,230$      16.20%
32 TIF-North 791,307$    666,668$    84.25% 476,885$    14,926$      3.13%

35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 10,000$      612,800$    6128.00% 300,000$    293,882$    97.96%

Expenditures

Cash and IMET
Fund Money Convenience

# Fund Markets Fund Investments Total

1 General 2,679,829$       64,011$      4,507,428$       7,251,268$       
3 Motor Fuel Tax 591,730$          -$              231,900$         823,630$          
5 Debt Service Fund 196,544$          -$              -$                   196,544$          
13 Capital Equip Replacemen 1,401,783$       279,144$     3,965,426$       5,646,353$       
14 Capital Improvement 18,426$            -$              445,916$         464,342$          
31 TIF-Madison Street 3,307,374$       -$              -$                   3,307,374$       
32 TIF- North Avenue 2,332,231$       -$              -$                   2,332,231$       
35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 688,079$          -$              -$                   688,079$          
2 Water & Sewer 2,249,601$       208,489$     974,300$         3,432,390$       

Total 13,465,597$  551,644$ 10,124,970$ 24,142,211$  



















































                              Through 03/31/2026
                              Fiscal Year 2026

 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2024-31 Live Oak Banking 04.100% 12/31/2024 4/6/2026 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,009.9601

2021-11 US Treasury 00.770% 4/29/2021 4/30/2026 $500,000.00 $499,511.72 $498,817.9501

2025-11 NorthEast Community Bank 03.968% 8/29/2025 8/27/2026 $240,400.00 $240,400.00 $240,400.0001

2025-01 First Pryority Bank 04.248% 1/9/2025 10/5/2026 $232,500.00 $232,500.00 $232,500.0001

2024-30 John Marshall Bank 04.100% 12/27/2024 1/27/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,455.6701

2025-04 Wells Fargo 04.250% 3/5/2025 3/5/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,829.1701

2025-22 Bank of China 03.655% 12/19/2025 3/17/2027 $239,100.00 $239,100.00 $239,100.0001

2025-16 Financial Federal Bank 03.750% 10/21/2025 4/14/2027 $236,800.00 $236,800.00 $236,800.0001

2024-20 One Community Bank 03.800% 10/17/2024 5/17/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,748.5101

2025-02 1St Financial Bank 04.100% 1/28/2025 7/28/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,662.3401

2025-13 KS StateBank 03.756% 9/26/2025 9/27/2027 $232,400.00 $232,400.00 $232,400.0001

2024-16 FFCB 03.670% 10/7/2024 10/7/2027 $350,000.00 $350,000.00 $348,845.0001

2025-15 Firstbank 03.700% 10/31/2025 10/29/2027 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $244,360.5501

2024-25 Morgan Stanley Private Bank 03.900% 10/30/2024 11/1/2027 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $245,053.9001

2025-20 American Eagle 03.500% 11/7/2025 3/7/2029 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $245,954.7301

2025-08 FHLB 04.200% 4/23/2025 4/23/2029 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $249,192.5001

2025-18 FHLB 03.950% 10/7/2025 10/7/2030 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $247,297.5001

$4,507,427.78

2025-17 Gbank 03.689% 10/21/2025 4/14/2027 $237,000.00 $237,000.00 $237,000.0002
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                              Through 03/31/2026
                              Fiscal Year 2026

 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2025-12 Toyota Financial 03.950% 8/21/2025 8/24/2027 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $245,203.3502

2026-01 City National Bank 03.750% 1/30/2026 1/31/2028 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $244,441.4002

2024-17 Texas Exchange 03.700% 10/11/2024 10/11/2028 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,655.4002

$974,300.15

2025-14 Farmers and Merchants Union 03.893% 9/5/2025 9/3/2027 $231,900.00 $231,900.00 $231,900.0003

$231,900.00

2024-29 Optum Bank 04.200% 12/11/2024 6/11/2026 $244,000.00 $244,000.00 $244,087.8413

2024-24 ESSA Bank 03.850% 10/29/2024 7/29/2026 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $244,970.6013

2024-18 First Keystone 03.700% 10/8/2024 10/8/2026 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,758.4713

2024-26 BMW Bank 04.050% 11/15/2024 11/16/2026 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $245,357.7013

2024-28 Bank Hapoalim BM 04.250% 11/25/2024 11/25/2026 $230,300.00 $230,300.00 $230,300.0013

2024-27 Morgan Stanley 04.150% 11/27/2024 11/27/2026 $244,000.00 $244,000.00 $244,422.1213

2025-23 Consumers Credit Union 03.769% 12/18/2025 12/18/2026 $240,800.00 $240,800.00 $240,800.0013

2025-05 Southpoint Bank 04.000% 4/29/2025 4/29/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,283.8613

2025-10 State Bank of India 04.106% 6/16/2025 6/16/2027 $244,668.08 $244,000.00 $244,980.8613

2026-02 Cornerstone Bank 03.626% 1/21/2026 7/15/2027 $237,200.00 $237,200.00 $237,200.0013

2024-19 Merrick Bank 03.550% 10/10/2024 4/10/2028 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,291.8613

2025-03 FHLB 04.550% 2/12/2025 2/12/2029 $300,000.00 $300,000.00 $300,090.0013

2026-03 Medallion Bank 00.380% 3/23/2026 3/23/2029 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,949.2213

Page 2



                              Through 03/31/2026
                              Fiscal Year 2026

 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2025-07 UBS Bank 04.000% 4/23/2025 4/23/2029 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,373.5013

2025-21 Goldman Sachs 03.750% 11/4/2025 11/4/2029 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $243,262.9513

2025-19 FHLB 03.950% 10/7/2025 10/7/2030 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $247,297.5013

$3,965,426.48

2025-06 American Express 04.050% 4/30/2025 4/30/2027 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $245,372.4014

2025-09 FFCB 04.220% 5/23/2025 5/23/2028 $200,000.00 $200,000.00 $200,544.0014

$445,916.40

$10,124,970.81
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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE:  April 13, 2025 

 

TO: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

 

FROM:  Jack Bielak, Director of Public Works & Engineering 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of Resolution for Construction on State Highways 

    
 

Issue:  Chapter 121 of the Illinois revised statutes requires that any person, firm or corporation 

desiring to do work on state maintained rights of way must first obtain a written permit from 

the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).  

 

A surety bond is required with each permit application to insure that all work is completed in 

accordance with state specifications and that the right of way is properly restored.  

 

For permit work to be performed by employees of a municipality a resolution is acceptable in 

lieu of the surety bond. The resolution should be enacted for a period of two years. This 

procedure will save time and effort. 

 

The attached (proposed) resolution for 2026, and 2027 is identical to resolutions the Village has 

passed in previous years. 

 

 

Recommendation:  Motion to approve a Resolution for Construction on State Highways. 

 

 



Jack Bielak
Typewriter
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Typewriter
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 
DATE: April 13, 2026 

 

TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

 

FROM: Bill Koclanis, Civil Engineering Technician 

 

SUBJECT: Accessible Parking Space Request – 8041 Lake Street Apartment 2 

  
 

Issue: Jean William, residing at 8041 Lake Street, Apartment 2, has requested that an ADA-

accessible parking space be designated in front of her residential complex on Central Avenue. Ms. 

William experiences chronic joint pain, stiffness, and limited mobility, which significantly impair 

her ability to walk long distances safely. She possesses a valid disability parking placard issued by 

the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office, as well as supporting documentation from her physician. 

 

Analysis: The south side of Central Avenue is designated as a no-parking zone, while the north side 

permits parking Monday through Friday from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The establishment of an ADA-

accessible parking space is not expected to adversely affect existing parking patterns and would not 

alter the Village’s overnight parking restrictions in this area. 

 

Recommendations: 

Staff recommends the designation of the ADA-accessible space with the following motion: Motion 

to designate an ADA-accessible parking space on Central Avenue for the property located at 8041 

Lake Street in accordance with the attached ordinance.  
 

Attachments: 

Ordinance 

 

 

 

 



ORDINANCE NO.    
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9, ENTITLED "TRAFFIC 

REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 3, ENTITLED "TRAFFIC SCHEDULES," 

OF THE RIVER FOREST VILLAGE CODE 
 

BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River 

Forest, Cook County, Illinois: 

 
Section 1: That Title 9, entitled "Traffic Regulations," Chapter 3, entitled "Traffic 

Schedules," of the River Forest Village Code, Section 9-3-20 thereof, entitled “Schedule 

20, Accessible Parking Zones Designated” be amended by adding the following: 

 
CENTRAL AVENUE, the north side from 240 feet west of the west curb of thatcher 

Avenue continuing west for a distance of 24 feet. 

 

Section 2: That the appropriate signage be installed in accordance with Section 1. 
 

Section 3: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance 

are hereby expressly repealed. 

 
Section 4: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, approval 

and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
 
AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

ADOPTED 

 

 
ATTEST: 

 

 
Rosa Castellano 
Village Clerk 

Catherine Adduci 

Village President 



   
 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
DATE: April 13, 2026 
 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator   
 
FROM: Bill Koclanis, Civil Engineering Technician 

 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract - 2026 Permeable Paver Maintenance Project 

  
Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for the 2026 Permeable Paver Maintenance Project.   
 
Analysis: With the recent completion of all remaining alleys within the Village of River Forest, 
annual maintenance will now be required to ensure these permeable systems continue to function 
properly. This regular work is essential to maintaining stormwater management performance for 
adjacent properties for years to come. 
 
The draft FY27 Budget includes $60,000 in the Water and Sewer Fund for this maintenance 
program. A Notice to Contractors and Call for Bids was posted to the Village website and submitted 
to the Wednesday Journal on March 25, 2026. On April 8, 2026, Public Works received and publicly 
opened two competitive bids. As shown in the attached bid tabulation, the lowest responsible bidder 
is Old World Brick Paving, with a total bid of $54,870.15. 
 
Old World Brick Paving has successfully performed permeable paver maintenance for the Village in 
2023, 2024, and 2025. Their previous work has been of high quality, and they remain the only 
contractor to date that has demonstrated the capability to effectively and consistently clean 
permeable paver joint aggregate to the standard required. 
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of this contract with the following motion: Motion 
to award a contract to Old World Brick Paving in the amount not to exceed $60,000.00 for the 2026 
Permeable Paver Maintenance Project and authorize the Village Administrator to execute the 
contract agreement. 
 
Attachments: Bid Tabulation 
   



Villages of River Forest
2026 Permeable Paver Maintenance
Bid Tabulation Wednesday, April 8, 2026

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 Restorative Maintenance SF 19,511 $2.40 $46,826.40 $10.00 $195,110.00
2 Paver Removal and Replacement SF 585 $13.75 $8,043.75 $32.00 $18,720.00

As Calculated $54,870.15 $213,830.00
As Read $54,870.15 $213,830.00

= corrected value

Old World Brick Paving
3060 N. River Road

River Grove, IL 60171

Daybreaker, Incorporated
17201 Jefferson Street, Unit 3

Union, IL 60180



 

 

Date: April 13th 2026 
 

To: President Adduci & Village 
Board of Trustees 

 
From:    Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Subject: Administration Report 

Upcoming Public Meetings and Closures 

 
Tuesday, April 14th 
 
Wednesday, April 15th 

 

Monday, April 27th  

     7:00pm 
 
     6:00pm 
 
    7:00pm 

Sustainability Commission 
 
Economic Development Commission 
 
Village Board of Trustees Meeting  

Recent Payments of >$10,000 

In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and 
$20,000 that have occurred since the last Board meeting: 
 

Vendor Amount Description 

 Andy Frain Services $13,317.74  Crossing Guards – February 2026 

 Prescott Group $10,237.50  Government Relations Services 

 State Treasurer $17,949.74  Water Main Repairs 

 

 
March 2026 Highlights 

New Business Licenses 
Carstens Amplification 
CAYR Connections 
Dee's Banana Bread - HUB 
Vital vegan food drink & wellness products - 
HUB 
Kind Cooperative Educational Services LLC 
Ruby Tea - HUB 
America Cares Too 
 
(next page) 
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Tastefully Tact - HUB 
Unruly Heiress LLC 
Mama Clo's Island Cuisine 

Freedom of Information Act Requests 12 
Net New Email Subscribers (Past 30 days) 24 

 
 



FOIA # (year-FOIA #) Date Received FOIA Request Details Requestor Name Hours Worked 

2026-044 3/2/2026

I submit this request as a member of the news media for copies of the city’s new contracts and any 
amendments to existing contracts that were executed, approved, or became effective during the 
immediately preceding calendar month only. Jules Goonewardena, 1

2026-045 3/2/2026
I submit this request as a member of the news media for copies of the city’s existing vendor payment 
register for the immediately preceding calendar month only. Jules Goonewardena, 0.5

2026-046 3/2/2026
I submit this request as a member of the news media for copies of procurement bids and responses to 
requests for proposals (RFPs) received by the city during the immediately preceding calendar month only. Jules Goonewardena, 0.5

2026-047 3/2/2026 1139 Lathrop documents Mary Jane Obrien 0.5

2026-048 3/3/2026

Pursuant to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act I seek digital copies of the starting and top annual pay 
along with the current annual pay of the people in these job classifications:
Accounts Payable Clerk, Building Department Administrator; Bus Driver; Community Service Officer in 
the Police Department; Executive Office Assistant; Police Office Clerk; Police Records Clerk; Police 
Records Office Manager; Project Director and Public Works Foreman of Water; Public Works Laborer; 
Public Works Laborer and Water Commissioner; Superintendent of Public Works; and Water Department 
Administrator. Alfred J. Molinaro 1

2026-049 3/4/2026

I am hereby requesting information and copies of documents maintained by your agency relating to the 
above listed individuals for the past ten years (or as long as possible.)

Specifically, I am requesting copies of all records, reports, memorandums, correspondence, complaints, 
incident reports, investigative reports, accident reports, interview reports, etc... relating to the above listed 
individuals generated and/or maintained by the River Forest Police department.  Jacob Elliott 2

2026-050 3/9/2026 Police Records Lila Grant 1

2026-051 3/9/2026

Looking for the renovation prints from Franklin and Lake renovation I think around 2008 particulary the 
2nd and third floor plans and the plumbing risers for the west sections of the buildings that could be 7769-
7771-7773 Lake but all may be under one master address from the permit not sure. Im seeking to verify 
some plumbing layouts thus the reason for the request Brett Blessen 1

2026-052 3/10/2026 710 William Docs Patricia McGowan 1

2026-053 3/17/2026 603 Clinton Place Docs Ben Ruggiero 0.5

2026-054 3/18/2026

Records Requested: 
For the past 30 days 
Please provide: 
All addresses where residential water service was disconnected or shut off for non-payment 
For each address: street address, zip code, and date of disconnection 
Total number of residential disconnections during this period 
I am requesting address-level data only. I do not need customer names, account numbers, billing amounts, 
or any personally identifiable information. 
Public Interest: 
This data will help the public understand: 
The scope of water affordability challenges in our community 
Geographic patterns of service disruptions 
Whether vulnerable populations are disproportionately affected 
Water shutoffs are a matter of public health and housing stability. Transparency in utility operations serves 
the public interest. Angel Lucas 0.25

2026-055 3/13/2026

To whom it may concern,

I am a news reporter from Prairie State Wire, a media organization committed to providing comprehensive 
and accurate news coverage on local governmental affairs. I am requesting the following records under the 
Illinois Freedom of Information Act, 5 ILCS 140, preferably in electronic format:

We are requesting records for individuals who contributed to or received payments from the pension fund 
for Fiscal Years 2024 and 2025. Specifically, we require the following data fields:

 *First Name
 *Middle Name
 *Last Name
 *Fiscal Year
 *Contribution Amount (Current Employee)
 *Disbursement amount (Retiree)
 *Retirement date(Retiree)
 *Years of Service
 *Benefit Start Date Owen Wang 3

2026-056 3/28/2026 Records for 1118 N Harlem Jonathan Ford 2

2026-057 3/25/2026 Commercial permit information Chris Kasmer 0.5

2026-058 3/23/2026

Hi Luke,

Could I also bother you for the awarded contracts/notices for these projects?

- 2026 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing 
- 2026 Street Patching
Thanks so much!
Mike

Mike 0.25

Total Hours 15
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

March 23rd, 2026 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on March 
23rd, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – 
River Forest, IL.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following 
persons were: 

 
Present: President Adduci, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell, Keskitalo, 

Vazquez, and Village Clerk Castellano 
Absent:  None 
Also Present:  Village Attorney Lance Malina, Village Administrator Matt Walsh, 

Assistant Village Administrator Jessica Spencer, Fire Chief Tom 
Gaertner, Director of Public Works and Engineering Jack Bielak, 
Police Chief James Greenwood, Deputy Police Chief Michael 
Swierczysnki, Police Commander Martin Grill, Finance Director 
Rosemary McAdams, HR Manager Trish Ivansek, Deputy Clerk 
Luke Masella, and Assistant to the Director of Public Works Seth 
Jansen. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
3.CITIZEN COMMENTS  

 
Lucia Giudice spoke during public comment regarding the proposed Madison 
street development. While she indicated support for development in general, she 
expressed concerns with the Village’s process for selecting a finalist. She 
specifically questioned the level of due diligence conducted and requested that 
the Village make available the methods and reports used in its background 
analysis. She stressed the importance of the Village getting this development right 
in light of the mishap at Lake and Lathrop.  
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Boonlye Tan provided public comment on the proposed Madison Street 
development, raising several concerns including impacts on schools, parking, 
density, and traffic. He noted that he has not received sufficient information 
from the Village or the developer to address these concerns. He suggested that 
the Village consider tying financial guarantees to some of the issues raised by 
residents. 
 
Patty Henek made public comment stating that, while she generally supports 
development, the Village should take all necessary steps to ensure the best 
outcome, particularly in light of past challenges at Lake and Lathrop. She raised 
several concerns, including the lack of Economic Development Commission 
involvement, the process used to select a finalist, the pace of the Village’s review, 
and staff’s experience with development projects. She also stated that the Village 
Board should have been informed earlier of a potential connection between 
Cigar Oasis and the project and referenced a Wednesday Journal article 
containing staff quotes that she characterized as unprofessional and insulting. 
 
Dan LaBargge made public comment regarding the proposed development at 
Madison Street, expressing disappointment with the project. He stated that the 
building is too large and that the proposed 70 units are too dense, and raised 
additional concerns related to green space, parking, and traffic. He requested that 
the Village Board reconsider the project and take a step back in light of concerns 
raised by residents. 
 
Phyllis Rubin made public comment regarding the proposed developer for the 
Madison Street project, raising concerns about his actions related to Cigar Oasis 
and the Lake and Lathrop property. She also commented on issues associated 
with his proposal for a new cigar lounge in the community and expressed 
concern regarding his use of nonunion labor on other projects throughout his 
career. 
 
Lois Stanbuck made public comment regarding the proposed development on 
Madison Street, expressing concerns about the proposed developer and the 
Village’s vetting process. She also asked for confirmation that the Lake and 
Lathrop site has been remediated following past contamination issues. 
 
Tanja Sofu made public comment regarding the proposed Madison Street 
development, raising concerns about the project’s density and its potential 
impact on traffic and congestion in the area. He requested that the Village Board 
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reconsider the proposed density and suggested that prospective developers be 
made aware of prior discussions regarding zoning changes that generated public 
debate approximately two years ago. 
 
Margie Cekander made public comment regarding the proposed Madison Street 
development and the processes surrounding it. She expressed concern about the 
Village’s use of executive session at both the Economic Development 
Commission and Village Board levels in reviewing proposals and noted that the 
Illinois Attorney General’s Office is currently reviewing a complaint related to 
potential violations. She further stated that residents have been excluded from 
the review process, which she suggested may have been intentional, and 
requested that the Village provide more tangible materials, such as reports and 
financial information, for public review and input. 
 
Debbie Borman made public comment regarding the proposed Madison Street 
development and the memo included in that evening’s Board packet. She raised 
multiple concerns regarding the proposed development and the developer, citing 
instances of litigation and mechanics liens that she stated were not accurately 
disclosed to the Village. She further expressed concern that the Village’s 
economic viability consultant, Ryan LLC, did not identify these issues in its 
report. She requested that the Village pause the process and restart it in a more 
open and transparent manner, stating her belief that the developer is not acting 
in good faith. 
 
Greg Abcarian made public comment regarding the Madison Street development 
and stated that the process to date has been flawed. He raised a number of 
concerns, including a perceived lack of support at meetings he has attended 
related to the project and questioned the Village’s decision to retain outside 
assistance for communications regarding the proposal. He echoed concerns 
raised by previous speakers and emphasized their comments. He urged the 
Village Board to listen to constituents and to reconsider advancing the project. 

 
4.SPECIAL PRESENTATION  

 

a. Police Department Officer of the Year Award – Officer Eddie Coleman 

 

Police Chief Jim Greenwood made a statement highlighting Officer Coleman 

and then presented him with the award.  
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b. Discussion Regarding Cigar Oasis 
 

The proposed developer for the Madison Street property, Viktor Jakovljevic, 
addressed the Village Board and read statements regarding his involvement with 
the Cigar Oasis business and the Lake and Lathrop property. He then fielded 
questions from members of the Board and staff. 
 
Trustee Bachner thanked Mr. Jakovljevic and asked for reconfirmation that the 
issues surrounding the eviction were him just attempting to keep his business 
going and that he only left after being told by the courts to leave.  
 
Mr. Jakovljevic stated that is correct and provided an explanation on the dispute 
over the lease.  
 
Trustee Keskitalo asked whether, during the Village’s vetting process, he had 
disclosed his relationship with Cigar Oasis. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic stated that he had not, as he did not believe it was relevant to 
discussions surrounding real estate development. 
 
Trustee O’Connell reiterated that 4 out of the 6 current Board members voted on 
village matters that involved Cigar Oasis in the past. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo asked if the eviction process delayed the Lake and Lathrop 
development progression. 
 
President Adduci stated yes. 
 
Trustee O’Connell noted that it was around a two-month delay. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo asked if that may have had an impact on the financing for that 
project. 
 
Trustee O’Connell noted that is a difficult question to answer because there were 
so many ups and downs with the property 
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Trustee Keskitalo asked if the Cigar Oasis delay can be traced directly to the 
outcome of the failed Lake and Lathrop property. 
 
President Adduci stated that the Cigar Oasis legal matters occurred during the 
period when the redevelopment agreement for Lake and Lathrop was being 
updated and extended in 2019. She noted that while delays are not ideal, Cigar 
Oasis was only one of several tenants in the building, and that, according to her, 
nearly every other tenant had issues with Mr. Paris as a landlord. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo asked if Cigar Oasis was the last tenant to leave. 
 
President Adduci stated yes and noted that it was because they felt they were 
legally entitled to their lease.  
 
Mr. Jakovljevic noted that he was one of the four owners/investors in the 
business.  
 
Trustee O’Connell reiterated that Mr. Jakovljevic, as a tenant, had the right to 
advocate on his own behalf. 
 
Trustee Gillis cautioned against attempting to link the failure of the Lake and 
Lathrop project to the Cigar Oasis litigation. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo clarified that the comment was intended as a question rather 
than an accusation. 
 
Trustees Bachner and Vasquez noted that the matter had been considered at the 
time. 
 
Trustee Vasquez added that Cigar Oasis ultimately happened to be the final tenant 
to vacate. 
 
President Adduci agreed. 
 
Trustee Brennan thanked Mr. Jakovljevic and Mr. Westphal for their attendance 
and asked them if they had any comments on the concerns raised by residents 
about mechanics liens and defaults. 

 
Mr. Jakovljevic addressed the allegations related to mechanics liens and the 
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Sportszone property. 
 
Trustee O’Connell requested a breakdown of which projects Mr. Jakovljevic 
worked on as a general contractor and which he was involved in as an owner. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic provided an overview of his work and, after confirming with 
Trustee O’Connell regarding his role in the other Madison Street project, clarified 
that he does not own the building and served only as the general contractor.  
 
Trustee O’Connell asked for an explanation of how the project construction 
process works between the general contractor, the owner, and subcontractors. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic provided an overview of the process and noted that 
subcontractors are paid by the owner, not the general contractor. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked whether the other Madison Street property was the one 
referenced by residents as not utilizing union labor. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic provided an explanation regarding the use of union and non-
union contractors on the project. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked whether the general contractor has control over hiring 
decisions. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic stated that they do have the authority to hire whomever they 
choose and highlighted some of the challenges associated with securing union 
contractors, noting that they are often not interested in smaller projects. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked whether Mr. Jakovljevic had previously worked with 
municipalities that require union labor. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic responded that he has, noting his experience working with the 
City of Chicago. 
 
Trustee Brennan then followed up by asking who determines whether 
subcontractors are union or non-union, and whether municipalities have the 
ability to require union labor on a project site. 
 
Mr. Westphal provided an overview of the factors that influence the use of union 
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versus non-union subcontractors. 
 
President Adduci asked what the cost difference would be for the proposed 
project if it were completed entirely with union labor as opposed to non-union 
labor. 
 
Mr. Westphal estimated the difference to be between seven and ten million 
dollars. 
 
The Village Board, along with Mr. Jakovljevic and Mr. Westphal, continued their 
discussion regarding the variables involved in selecting union versus non-union 
labor. 
 
Trustee Bachner expressed support for including language in the redevelopment 
agreement encouraging the use of union trades wherever feasible. He also 
suggested that the Village could be given the opportunity to review any 
noncompetitive union bids referenced by the development team. 
 
Administrator Walsh provided background information on a Village project that 
experienced issues with a non-union contractor. He noted that the Village selected 
the vendor in part because it was women-owned, which allowed the Village to 
obtain grant funding. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo asked Village Attorney Malina for example from contractors 
about the use of union negotiation. 
 
Attorney Malina provided an explanation on the placement of the verbiage in the 
redevelopment agreements.  
 
Trustee O’Connell asked who would be responsible for reviewing the bids 
received. 
 
President Adduci responded that Village staff would handle the review process. 
 
Attorney Malina provided an overview of the legal background related to the 
Cigar Oasis and Lake and Lathrop developments. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo asked if they had any further ties to Lake and Lathrop or 
anything else the Village should know about them before the project advances 
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any further in this process. 
 
Mr. Jakovljevic stated he has no connection to Mr. Paris and noted that he did 
bid on property back in 2023 when the court ordered receiver was collecting 
proposal for the property.  
 
Trustee O’Connell then provided further background on the receiver and the 
Lake and Lathrop property.  

 
5. ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Trustee Bachner began her comments with a land acknowledgment. She then 
congratulated Officer Coleman for the award. 
 
Trustee Gillis provided a statement outlining her views on the proposed Madison 
Street project and the processes and actions taken to date regarding the project. 
 
Trustee Vazquez noted that he found the discussion that evening regarding Cigar 
Oasis helpful, but reminded everyone that, based on his professional experience, 
there is no state or federal law requiring union labor, only laws requiring prevailing 
wage compliance. 
 
Trustee Bachner noted that the focus may be more on ensuring the work is done 
well and with quality craftsmanship rather than on whether it is union or 
nonunion. 
 
Trustee Vazquez offered his perspective on the belief that union work is 
inherently better than nonunion work, stating that it should be considered as one 
factor among many rather than the sole determining factor. 
 
Clerk Castellano congratulated Officer Coleman and also the rest of the police 
force on their work. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked for clarification on how and why the packet was revised 
for this meeting. 
 
Administrator Walsh provided an explanation on the reordering of the agenda 
items. 
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Trustee Brennan requested that, in the future, any revised packets clearly delineate 
the changes so that everyone can easily identify what has been updated. Trustee 
Brennan then stated that prior to the last meeting was the first time she became 
aware of the connection between the developer and Cigar Oasis, in light of 
information provided in a recent Wednesday Journal article by Village staff. She 
further asked that residents’ comments and questions raised during public 
comment that evening be recorded, and requested that staff attempt to address 
them in upcoming Village materials. 
 
Administrator Walsh noted that the questions are captured in the recording and 
that staff will ensure they are addressed. 
 
Trustee Brennan noted that a concern raised during public comment regarding 
the lack of involvement of the Economic Development Commission was a 
notable point, and she requested that the Commission along with the Traffic and 
Safety Commission be involved in the project. 
 
President Adduci agreed and note that staff should attempt to answer the 
questions in the updated FAQS but noted that the Economic Development 
Commission met 3 times to discuss the item, including in executive session. 
 
Trustee O’Connell noted attending an Economic Development Commission 
meeting where the item was discussed and provided a brief summary of the 
process that was undertaken with the Commission. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked if the Village Board has received any comments or 
direction from the EDC on this matter. 
 
President Adduci cautioned the Board against taking questions or comments 
made during public comment at face value, noting that many are presented out of 
context. She then referenced the involvement of the Economic Development 
Commission in discussions surrounding the zoning text amendment changes and 
some of the criticism they received for their role in that recommendation. 
 
Administrator Walsh stated that Mr. Jakovljevic has attended and presented to 
the Economic Development Commission during open session regarding the retail 
portions of the proposed project. He added that he will keep the Village Board 
updated on any future Commission involvement in the project. 
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Trustee Brennan reiterated that any input on the project should be sent directly 
to the Board, rather than requiring Board members to search for input the Village 
has received from Commissioners. 
 
Assistant Village Administrator Jessica Spencer stated that at the January 26th 
Board meeting, the Economic Development Commission and Development 
Review Board were directed by the Board to review the project. She also indicated 
that all input received will be included as part of the application when it is 
submitted. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked that the Commissions be informed that the Village Board 
will rely on their input, and she expressed hope that the Commissions submit 
substantive materials for review. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo read a statement thanking those who have participated in the 
process so far for their input and acknowledged the difficulty of some of the 
conversations surrounding the project. She expressed support for involving other 
commissions, such as the Economic Development Commission and the Traffic 
and Safety Commission, in reviewing the application in some capacity. 
 
Trustee Brennan reiterated her support for having the Development Review 
Board receive feedback from the various commissions before beginning its review 
process. 
 
President Adduci stated that she is supportive of this approach but reminded 
everyone that the Development Review Board is the primary body responsible 
for reviewing the application and making a recommendation. 
 
Trustee O’Connell congratulated Administrator Walsh on returning from 
paternity leave and on his new family. He then recognized Assistant Village 
Administrator Spencer and Deputy Clerk Masella for their work in his absence. 
He also congratulated Officer Coleman on his award and noted several upcoming 
holidays. Trustee O’Connell thanked the Police Department for its annual report. 
He concluded his comments by encouraging everyone to be responsible with the 
information they share and to avoid drawing conclusions about Village members, 
noting that in recent months hearsay and rapid judgment have negatively 
impacted some residents involved in Village matters. 
 
President Adduci welcomed Administrator Walsh back and thanked Assistant 
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Village Administrator Spencer for her work while Administrator Walsh was out. 
She also thanked Deputy Clerk Masella for his work. 

 
6.CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. World Migratory Bird Day and Lights Out for Birds Initiative – Proclamations  

b. Contract Renewal – Safebuilt LLC – Plan Review Services  

c. Police Department 2025 Annual Report 

d. Contract Approval – Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Fraternal 

Order of Police, River Forest Lodge 46/ Illinois FOP Labor Council 

e. Contract Approval – Facilitation of the Sale of Fire Truck 219 – Garage 

Technologies, Inc,  

f. February 2026 – Financial Report 

g. Administration Department Report 

h. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – March 3rd, 2026 

 
Trustee Brennan asked that items b and h be pulled for separate consideration. 
 
MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to approve consent agenda items A and C 
through G.  Seconded by Trustee Bachner.  

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees O’Connell, Vazquez, Gillis, Bachner, Brennan and Keskitalo 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes. 

 
7.CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION 

 
b. Contract Renewal – Safebuilt LLC – Plan Review Services  

 
MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to approve consent agenda item b.  Seconded 
by Trustee Gillis.   
 
Trustee Brennan noted a possible scrivener’s error in the memo related to this 
agenda item and requested clarification regarding the contract length of the 
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agreement.  
 
Assistant Village Administrator Spencer provided clarification on the memo and 
timeframe, noting that it should read for two years. 

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees O’Connell, Vazquez, Gillis, Bachner, Brennan and Keskitalo 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes. 
 

h. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – March 9th, 2026 
 

MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to approve consent agenda item h.  Seconded 
by Trustee Vazquez.   
 
Trustee Brennan requested that the portion of the meeting minutes surrounding 
her Elected Official Comments be revised to state below: 
 

Trustee Brennan raised concerns about not hearing about the potential 
Madison Street developer’s connection to Cigar Oasis from the Village and its 
outside advisors prior to hearing about this from residents this evening. 
 
She stated that she would have preferred to have learned about this connection 
as part of the Village’s own vetting process, rather than from concerned 
residents. She requested that the Village’s advisors brief the Board about this, 
so that the Board can take into account any and all relevant information as it 
makes decisions. 
 

Clerk Castellano noted that she felt the proposed alteration was appropriate.  
 
Trustee Vazquez pointed out a scrivener’s error on the agenda for that evening’s 
meeting. 

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees O’Connell, Gillis, Bachner, Brennan and Keskitalo 
Abstain: Trustee Vazquez 
Nays: None 
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Motion Passes. 

 
8.RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND 

COMMITTEES 
 

None. 
 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

None.  
 

10.NEW BUSINESS 

 
None.  
 

11.EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
None. 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
      MOTION to adjourn by Trustee Bachner, Seconded by Trustee Keskitalo.    

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees O’Connell, Vazquez, Gillis, Bachner, Brennan and Keskitalo 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes. 
 

      The Village Board of Trustees Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  
 

 
_________________________________________     
Rosa Castellano, Village Clerk 
 
Date:___________________________________ 



 

 

Village of River Forest 
Public Works and Engineering 

400 Park Avenue 

River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: April 13, 2026 

To: Matthew Walsh, Village Administrator  

From: Jack Bielak, Director of Public Works & Engineering 

Seth Jansen, Assistant to the Director of Public Works & Engineering 

Subj: Right-of-Way Encroachment Agreements 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Issue: Staff is seeking to improve the permitting review process and allow staff to review and 

approve Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver Agreements 
 

Analysis: The Village Code prohibits obstructions within the public right-of-way and does not allow 

property owners to install improvements in this area without prior authorization from the Village. 

Authorization is typically granted through a formal agreement. The standard Right-of-Way 

Encroachment Waiver and Agreement form is attached for reference.   
 

In an effort to minimize Village expenses for private infrastructure within the public right-of-way 

that may be damaged/impacted as a result of capital improvement projects in the future, staff has 

developed a policy that all obstructions that are proposed for installation within the public right-of-

way should require a Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement as a condition of permit 

approval. This enables the Village to document the presence of such infrastructure and reduces the 

likelihood of damage. This process is consistent with the procedures followed for other private 

installations within public areas (e.g., in-pavement heating elements, fences, decorative light poles). 
 

Since at least 2018, when one of these agreements was submitted as part of a permit, the individual 

agreement has gone to the Board for approval. These individual approvals are typically part of the 

consent agenda. Since 2018, 72 of these waiver agreements have been submitted and approved by 

the Board. No wavier requests have been denied. All but 3 of these requests were part of a permit 

application to install a lawn irrigation/sprinkler system. The other 3 were a fence permit, a permit 

to install an in-pavement heating system, and a request to install a bike rack along North Ave.  
 

To improve efficiency in the permitting process, staff is requesting that the Board authorize the 

Director of Public Works to review and approve these encroachment agreements administratively. 

In the event that staff denies a waiver, the applicant would retain the ability to appeal the decision 

to the Village Board. 
 

Recommendation: Consider a Motion to authorize the Director of Public Works and Engineering 

to review and approve Right of Way Encroachment applications.  
 

Attachment: Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement Form 
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THIS DOCUMENT WAS 
PREPARED BY, AND AFTER 
RECORDING RETURN TO: 

Village of River Forest 
400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, Illinois 60305 
Attention: Village Administrator 

[The above space for recording purposes] 

RIGHT-OF-WAY ENCROACHMENT WAIVER AND AGREEMENT 

The undersigned(s) represent that ___________________________ is / are the legal 
owner (“Legal Owner”) of real property commonly known as: _________________________, 
River Forest, Illinois 60305 PIN(S) #:_____________________________ (“Benefitted 
Property”), and a survey with the legal description of the Benefitted Property is attached and 
made a part hereof as “EXHIBIT A”. 

1. Ownership. Legal Owner is undertaking the following “Project” at the above
stated Benefitted Property and on adjacent Village of River Forest (“Village”) public right-of-way 
that will encroach on the public right-of-way: _______________________________________. 

2. Acknowledgment. Legal Owner understands and acknowledges that the Village
of River Forest Village Code does not permit any obstructions in the public right-of-way and 
does not allow for the placement of the Project underneath the public right-of-way without the 
Village’s express permission. 

3. Repairs. Legal Owner agrees that the Project placed by Legal Owner or an
agent of Legal Owner for the benefit of the Benefitted Property, and which encroach upon the 
public right-of-way contiguous with the Benefitted Property, will be the responsibility of Legal 
Owner to maintain, repair, and replace if necessary, at Legal Owner’s sole cost and expense, 
due to any damage by the Village, other public agencies or any other person, for whatever 
reason, including but not limited to excavation in the public right-of-way for the purposes of 
repairing a water main break, installation or replacement of a water main, water line, sewer 
main, sewer lateral line, or other utilities, replacement or reconstruction of the street, or due to 
normal wear and tear. 

4. Quality of Work. Legal Owner agrees that any work to be performed on or
underneath the public right-of-way shall be in a good and workmanlike manner and in 
accordance with all applicable federal, state, and county laws and regulations and the Village 
codes, ordinances, and regulations. 
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 5. Restoration. Legal Owner agrees to be solely responsible for any and all costs 
of restoring any disturbances of the public right-of-way caused by its installation and use of the 
Project underneath the right-of-way, and any and all repairs or damage to the public right-of-way 
arising from the use, misuse or damage to same by Legal Owner, or its agents, employees, 
contractors, subcontractors, successors, invitees, permittees, or assigns, to the satisfaction of 
the Village. Upon completion of installation or any subsequent repair or maintenance of the 
Project, Legal Owner shall return the public right-of-way to good order, condition and repair. In 
the event Legal Owner fails, in a timely manner, to restore any disturbances or make any and all 
repairs of the public right-of-way as set forth above, the Village may make such restoration or 
repairs.  In the event the Village makes such restorations or repairs, Legal Owner agrees to pay 
the costs of such restoration or repairs upon written demand, or the Village may remove the 
Project underneath the right-of-way and/or lien the Benefitted Property for the costs of such 
restoration or repair. Legal Owner waives all rights and claims of any kind against the Village 
arising out of the Village’s restoration or repair of the public right-of-way or removal of the 
Project improvements.  
 
 6. No Liens. Legal Owner shall not place or allow any liens, mortgages, security 
interests, pledges, claims of others, equitable interests, or other encumbrances to attach to or to 
be filed against title or ownership of the public right-of-way. 
 
 7. Removal. If the Village, in its sole discretion, determines that further existence or 
use of the Project under the public right-of-way is, or will be, hazardous to the public or to the 
public right-of-way, Legal Owner agrees to, upon written notice by the Village, make 
modifications or remove the Project at Legal Owner’s sole expense to make the Project and/or 
public right-of-way safe for, and compatible with, public use.  In the event Legal Owner fails to 
make required modifications within a reasonable time frame, or if such modifications cannot be 
completed within said time frame or Legal Owner fails to begin working expeditiously to render 
the Project or public right-of-way safe for the public, the Village may make the necessary 
modifications or remove the Project. In the event the Village installs and / or makes the 
necessary modifications, Legal Owner shall pay the costs of such modifications or 
improvements upon written demand of the Village, or the Village may remove the Project 
underlying its right-of-way and/or lien the Benefitted Property for the costs of such modifications. 
Notwithstanding any term in this agreement to the contrary, the Village may remove the Project 
from the public right-of-way, at Legal Owner’s cost and expense, in its sole discretion. Legal 
Owner waives all rights and claims of any kind against the Village arising out of the Village’s 
modifications to the Project or the Public Right-of-Way or removal of the Project.  
 
 8. Indemnification, Defense and Hold Harmless. Legal Owner agrees and 
acknowledges that as a condition of the Village granting permission to utilize the public right-of-
way abutting the Benefitted Property for the Project, Legal Owner covenants and agrees not to 
sue and to protect, indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Village, and it’s elected officials, 
employees, agents, volunteers, and attorneys against any and all claims, costs, actions, losses, 
demands, injuries and expenses of whatever nature (“Claims”), including, but not limited to 
attorneys’ fees, related to this agreement, the Project or the public right-of-way abutting the 
Benefitted Property and / or from acts or omissions by Legal Owner, its contractors, sub-
contractors, or agents or employees in maintaining the same and/or conjunction with the use of 
the public right-of-way abutting the Benefitted Property. 
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 9. Future Owners. Legal Owner acknowledges and understands that the terms and 
conditions contained herein apply uniquely to the public right-of-way adjacent to the Benefitted 
Property at the above address as legally described in Exhibit A and it is the intent of Legal 
Owner and the Village to have the terms and conditions of this instrument run with the land and 
be binding on subsequent owners of the Benefitted Property or any portion thereof. This 
document shall be notarized and recorded with the Cook County Recorder of Deeds. The 
undersigned Legal Owner certifies that they have the authority to bind Legal Owner.  
 
 
LEGAL OWNER: 
 
 
___________________________________ _______________________________________ 
 
Name: _____________________________ Name: _________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  _____________________________ Date: __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
    ) SS 
COUNTY OF COOK ) 
 
I, the undersigned, a Notary Public in Cook County, in the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that 
____________________________, is/are personally known to me to be 
____________________ and __________________________, and are the same persons 
whose names are subscribed to the foregoing instrument, appeared before me this day in 
person and severally acknowledged that as such ____________________ and 
________________________, respectively, and as their free and voluntary act, and as their 
free and voluntary act.   
 
Given under my hand and notarial seal this ____ day of ___________________, 20____. 
 
 
Notary Signature: ______________________________________    [SEAL] 
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EXHIBIT A 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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