
 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, August 10, 2020 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

 Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

Physical attendance at this public meeting is limited to 20 individuals, with Village Board officials, staff and consultants having 
priority over members of the public. Public comments will be shared with the Village President and Board of Trustees.  You may 
submit written your public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: vbot@vrf.us. You may listen to the meeting by 
participating in a Zoom conference call as follows: dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 861 7478 4957 or by clicking 
here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86174784957. If you would like to speak during public comment, please email sphyfer@vrf.us 
by 4:00 PM on Monday, August 10, 2020. If you would like to watch the livestream, please go to the Village website: 
www.vrf.us/events/event/1641.  

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 

a. Resolution Honoring Elaine Kirk and Providing an Honorary Street Sign Designation of the 600 Block of Keystone as 
“Elaine ‘Blondie’ Kirk Way” – Resolution  

b. Proclaiming August 2020 as “National Women’s Suffrage Month” In Celebration, Recognition and Honor of 
The 100th Anniversary of the Ratification of the 19th Amendment To the United States Constitution – Proclamation  

c. Resolution Recognizing 30-Year Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act – Resolution 

5. Consent Agenda 
a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes July 13, 2020 
b. Approval of Change Order #1 for the 2020 Sewer Lining Project for $35,337.00 – Resolution  
c. Approval of Payment for Emergency Repairs to Water Main on Park Avenue in the amount of $37,719.52 
d. Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System Located at 747 Ashland Avenue 
e. Performance Measurement Report 
f. Monthly Department Reports 
g. Accounts Payable – July 2020 – $1,604,347.26 
h. Financial Report – July 2020 
i. Village Administrator’s Report 
 

6. Consent Items for Separate Consideration 
 

7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions and Committees  
a. Sustainability Commission Initiatives Update 
 

8. Unfinished Business 
 
9. New Business 

a. Discussion: Stormwater Infrastructure  
b. Update: Village Response to COVID-19 
c. Update: Art/Murals in River Forest 
d. Update: Building Permit Software 

 
10. Executive Session 

 
11. Adjournment 

mailto:vbot@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86174784957
mailto:sphyfer@vrf.us
http://www.vrf.us/events/event/1641


Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office 

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: July 23, 2020 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
Village Board of Trustees 

From: Sara Phyfer, Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk 

Subj: Honorary Sign for Elaine Kirk - Resolution  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attached, please find a resolution honoring River Forest resident Elaine Kirk. As it indicates, 
Mrs. Kirk has been an active volunteer in the River Forest area for decades, and she has served 
on both the Development Review Board and Plan Commission. The resolution commemorates 
Mrs. Kirk’s dedication to serving her community and celebrates her with an honorary street 
sign designation on the 600 Block of Keystone.   

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board make a motion to approve the resolution commemorating 
Elaine Kirk and celebrating her with an honorary street sign designation on the 600 Block of 
Keystone.   

Attachment:  

- Resolution 



RESOLUTION NO. 20- 

A RESOLUTION HONORING ELAINE KIRK AND PROVIDING AN HONORARY DESIGNATION 
OF THE 600 BLOCK OF KEYSTONE AS “ELAINE ‘BLONDIE’ KIRK WAY” 

WHEREAS, Elaine Kirk, affectionately known by her friends as “Blondie,” was born on 
October 1, 1925 and grew up on a farm in Princeton, Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, Elaine moved to Chicago after attending Knox College; and 

WHEREAS, in Chicago, she met Harold Kirk and they married in June, 1952; and 

WHEREAS, in 1955, Elaine and Harold moved to 605 Keystone in River Forest and 
subsequently moved across the street to 620 Keystone, where she continues to live; and 

WHEREAS, Elaine has been active in volunteer organizations such as the West Suburban 
Hospital Auxiliary Board, Oak Park River Forest Infant Welfare Society, and as an elder at the 
River Forest First Presbyterian Church; and  

WHEREAS, Elaine served on the River Forest Development Review Board from 1999 to 
2014 and the Plan Commission from 1999 to 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Elaine has been a member of the River Forest Tennis Club for over 50 years, 
both as a Board member and chairing numerous committees; and 

WHEREAS, Elaine is a dedicated and passionate public servant who tirelessly contributed 
to the betterment of the River Forest community.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the 
Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois that the Board, for its members and the citizens of 
the Village of River Forest, honor the community service of Elaine Kirk, and present this 
Resolution to her legacy. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that: 

SECTION 1. The 600 block of Keystone Avenue shall have a secondary designation as 
“Elaine ‘Blondie’ Kirk Way.” 

SECTION 2. The Board of Trustees requests that the Village place an honorary street 
name sign at the intersection of Keystone Avenue and Oak Avenue, which shall reflect the “Elaine 
‘Blondie’ Kirk Way” designation.  

SECTION 3. By this Resolution, the Board of Trustees does not intend to affect any 
existing or future signage that reflects the secondary designation of Keystone Avenue, with the 
exception of the honorary sign described in Section 2 of this Resolution.  

SECTION 4:  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect after its passage, approval, 
and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 

Passed on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 10th day of August, 2020. 



AYES:    
NAYS:    
ABSENT:   
  

 
Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 

APPROVED by me this 10th day of August, 2020 
 
 

Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk 



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office 

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: August 6, 2020 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
Village Board of Trustees 

From: Sara Phyfer, Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk 

Subj: Proclamation – 100th Anniversary of the Ratification of the 19th Amendment  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attached, please find a proclamation to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution, enfranchising 
women. This proclamation is presented by the Historical Society of Oak Park and River 
Forest, the Oak Park River Forest League of Women Voters, and the Nineteenth Century 
Charitable Association.  

Attachment:  

- Proclamation 



Proclaiming August 2020 as 
“National Women’s Suffrage Month” 

In Celebration, Recognition and Honor of 
The 100th Anniversary of the Ratification of the 19th Amendment 

To the United States Constitution 

WHEREAS, the bold, courageous and powerful women who fought for the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution on August 26, 1920, deserve special recognition, especially on the 100th anniversary of its 
ratification in 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Oak Park Resident Grace Wilbur Trout, joined by local women such as River Forest Residents Mrs. Robert 
Benson, Miss Cornelia Conger, and Mrs. William Beye, led the successful effort across the State of Illinois to ensure that 
Illinois was the first state in the nation to ratify this amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the site of Grace Wilbur Trout’s Oak Park home (414 Forest Ave., Oak Park) has been selected as one of the 
Illinois sites on the National Votes for Women Trail, an initiative of the National Collaborative for Women’s History Sites 
(NCWHS), and will be recognized with an historic roadside marker under the William G. Pomeroy Foundation National 
Women’s Suffrage Marker Program; and  

WHEREAS, the right to vote is the cornerstone of our democracy and the fundamental right upon which all our civil 
liberties rest; and  

WHEREAS, extending the right to vote to all citizens is an ongoing struggle; and  

WHEREAS, the fact that today women are active in local, state and national government and are running for office in 
unprecedented numbers reminds us that we all follow in the footsteps of these resolute American suffragists: and 

WHEREAS, the 19th amendment to the United States Constitution has played an important role in advancing the right of 
all women; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of River Forest joins The Historical Society of Oak Park 
and River Forest, the Oak Park River Forest League of Women Voters, and the Nineteenth Century Charitable 
Association in recognizing the pioneering role taken by local residents in granting the women of the nation their hard-won 
rights;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the residents and civic institutions of River Forest, Illinois, celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the passage and ratification of the 19th Amendment, providing for women’s suffrage, to the Constitution of 
the United States;  

• to honor the role of the ratification of the 19th Amendment in further promoting the core values of our democracy 
as promised by the Constitution of the United States; 

• to reaffirm the opportunity for students and adults in the county to learn about and commemorate the efforts of the 
women's suffrage movement and the role of women in our democracy; and 

• to reaffirm our desire to continue to strengthen democratic participation and to inspire future generations to 
cherish and preserve the historic precedent established under the 19th Amendment.  

 
AND FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Catherine Adduci, President of the Village of River Forest and the 
Board of Trustees, do hereby recognize the 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in the State of Illinois and the role 
played by local women in that achievement and urge citizens to join in celebrating this great milestone.  
 
Dated this 10th day of August, 2020.  
 
           __________________________ 
           Catherine Adduci 
           Village President 
           



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office 

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: August 6, 2020 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
Village Board of Trustees 

From: Sara Phyfer, Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk 

Subj: A Resolution Recognizing the 30th Anniversary of the ADA 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Attached, please find a resolution recognizing the 30th anniversary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), which was enacted by the United States Congress on July 26, 1990. The 
ADA is a landmark civil rights law that prohibits discrimination based on disability.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Board make a motion to approve the resolution recognizing the 
30th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act.    

Attachment:  

- Resolution 



                 
RESOLUTION NO. 20- 

 
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICANS 

WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
 

WHEREAS, July 26, 2020 marks the 30th anniversary of the enactment of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA); and 

WHEREAS, Prior to the enactment of the ADA, people with disabilities were often 
segregated and denied equality of opportunity based on fear, ignorance, prejudice, stereotypes, 
and labels; and 

WHEREAS, The ADA rejects these precepts and instead embraces the precept that 
disability is a natural and normal part of the human experience that in no way diminishes a 
person’s right to fully participate in all aspects of society; and 

WHEREAS, The goals of the ADA include equality of opportunity, full participation, 
economic self-sufficiency, and independent living; and 

WHEREAS, The ADA was enacted because of the concerted, dedicated, and persistent 
efforts of persons with sensory, physical, and mental disabilities, professionals, and disability-
related organizations; and 

WHEREAS, State and local governments and businesses recognized the public interest in 
extending civil rights protections to all people, including people with disabilities; and 

WHEREAS, The ADA has played a historic role in enabling people with disabilities to fully 
participate in all aspects of society by removing barriers to employment, public services, public 
accommodations, public and private transportation, telework, telecommunications, websites, 
online systems, mobile apps, and other forms of information and communication technology; and 

WHEREAS, Every person in the United States, not just people with disabilities, benefit 
from covered entities adopting principles of universal design with respect to buildings, modes of 
transportation, websites, and other technologies procured and used by covered entities; and 

WHEREAS, Thirty years after the enactment of the ADA, the law remains a crucial tool in 
addressing persistent discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, The ADA serves as a model for civil rights protections for people with 
disabilities in other countries. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Village of River Forest recognizes and 
commemorates the 30th anniversary of the enactment of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990; and be it further  

RESOLVED, That the Village of River Forest commits itself to compliance with and 
furthering the principles of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of 
River Forest, Cook County, Illinois that the Board, for its members and the citizens of the Village 
of River Forest, recognizes and celebrates the 30th anniversary of the signing of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

 

Passed on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 10th day of August, 2020. 



AYES:    
NAYS:    
ABSENT:   

 
 
Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 
 

APPROVED by me this 10th day of August, 2020. 
 
 
 

Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk 
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, July 13, 2020 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, July 
13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, 
IL.  

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, Henek, O’Connell, 

Vazquez  
Absent:  Village Clerk Kathleen Brand-White 
Also Present:  Village Administrator Eric Palm, Assistant to the Village Administrator 

Jonathan Pape, Management Analyst Sara Phyfer, Police Chief James O’Shea, 
Finance Director Rosemary McAdams, Fire Chief Kurt Bohlmann, Public 
Works Director John Anderson, Village Attorney Greg Smith 

 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
3.  CITIZEN COMMENTS  

 
None. 
 

4.   ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Trustee Bachner read a statement to acknowledge that this land was once inhabited by 
indigenous people and stated that River Forest continues to be a place that people from 
diverse backgrounds live and gather. She provided an update on the Census, stating the 
Complete Count Committee will be launching ad buys on social media to target River Forest 
residents and refreshing the Census banners with updated information. She stated the 
Committee is welcoming suggestions for reaching people who are harder to access. She 
reported that she joined Representative Chuy Garcia in an event regarding priorities in the 
Latino community. She reviewed the event’s discussion topics, and noted the challenges 
related to the pandemic of kids returning to school and living in multi-generational housing.  
 
Trustee Cargie reported that the Deer Management Committee finished the questionnaire at 
its last meeting and that 821 responses have been received. He stated the post card has been 
mailed, and he requested that the Board consider a resolution to amend the Committee’s 
report deadline at a later meeting. He stated the Committee will work as diligently as 
possible to get it done.  
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Trustee Vazquez reported that the Age-Friendly Committee met on July 8 and will be meeting 
the second Wednesday of each month. He stated the Committee discussed conducting a 
baseline assessment of age friendliness in the Village in each of the AARP’s eight domains for 
livability, and that they would work with the Township, Library, D90, and Dementia Friendly 
River Forest group. He noted that Age Options has mid-year updates and welcomed anyone 
to find out about pending legislation that affects seniors. He also thanked the Police 
Department for the two public forums they held.  
 
Trustee Brennan reported that she attended an It’s Our Future meeting, which is a group 
sponsored by Seven Generations Ahead. She stated the group discussed how to improve 
community compositing programs in River Forest and Oak Park and shared her takeaways. 
She stated the group will follow up with the Sustainability Commission on this topic.   
 
In response to a question from President Adduci, Trustee Brennan stated that charging an 
additional cost to compost is a barrier to entry. She stated that though the Village was a 
leader in curbside composting, other contracts have since included this cost as opposed to 
charging an additional fee to users.  
 
Administrator Palm stated the Strom contract is up in April 2022 and this is something they 
could look into if the Village goes out to bid or renegotiates.   
 
Trustee Brennan also reported on the formulation of an inclusionary working group, noting 
that the goal is for it to consist of members who are majority minority. She stated she was 
contacted by Kyle Smith from the Metropolitan Mayor Caucus who was interested to hear 
about the Village’s initiative with Maywood.  
 
In response to questions from Trustee Henek about the equity group, Trustee Bachner stated 
they are still gathering names and looking to understand what kind of experience and 
expertise people have. She stated no decisions have been made in terms of the group size, 
and stated the idea is to ensure representation and have people who are willing to dig into 
various areas of racial equity and marginalized communities. Trustee Brennan noted the goal 
of making River Forest better by building partnerships where needed, and she stated they 
are still in an information gathering stage.  
 
Trustee Henek stated that on June 30, she listened to the Trinity Talks Transformation panel, 
wherein the panel affirmed that they need to start looking at diversity and inclusion through 
student experiences. She stated they are looking to continue these types of discussions. She 
also complimented their meeting format, highlighting its seamlessness and real-time 
participation in surveys. She suggested it would be helpful to explore how they did this and 
to have a better platform for the Village to use, noting that she heard from residents that the 
accessibility of the police forum was not ideal. She also stated she would like to pull out 
Consent Agenda item A.  
 
Trustee O’Connell reviewed the Keystone flooding matter and reported that last week the 
sewer lining was put in. He thanked Staff for their quick action and cooperation. He stated 
he participated in the policing forums and reported that many comments were made. He 
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congratulated Chief O’Shea and his team for their professionalism and willingness to come 
forward with answers.  
 
President Adduci stated she was in Bloomington on June 23 to interview to be nominated for 
second Vice President of the Illinois Municipal League. She reported that she has been 
selected but will not be approved officially until their September meeting. She stated earlier 
in the day she was interviewed for a film IML is putting together regarding the benefits of 
being a member. She noted that the Village will step up communication regarding COVID-19 
as families adjust for school. President Adduci congratulated Chief O’Shea and Administrator 
Palm for their work and leadership on the policing forums. She stated she received many 
compliments and that the forums showed accountability, transparency, and openness. She 
also announced the Quarterly Community Crime Prevention meeting is July 22 at 6pm and 
encouraged all residents to attend via Zoom. She stated these forums and meetings could 
dovetail nicely into the working group Trustees Bachner and Brennan are establishing.  
 
Administrator Palm provided an update regarding the Union Pacific work, noting that the 
soundproofing material for the West Lake area has begun to be installed. He reported that 
the Village will be the recipient of a grant that will help pay for the demolition of some 
buildings acquired by the Village on Madison Street. He alerted the Board that the former 
Lutheran Children and Family Services building is a significant property and will have to go 
through the Historic Preservation Commission’s process regarding demolition.  
 
President Adduci also shared the compliments received in the editorial section of the 
Wednesday Journal for the two policing forums that were held. 
 

5.   CONSENT AGENDA  
 

a.  Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes (Amendment to Approved Minutes) – May 
26, 2020 

b.  Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – June 22, 2020 
c.  Amend Title 9-3 of the Village Code – Ordinance (Modifications Associated with 2020 

Commuter Parking Study)  
d.  Award of Bid and Contract to Swallow Construction Corp. in the amount of 

$603,992.50 for Water Main Improvement Projects 
e.  Award of Bid and Contract to A Lamp Concrete Contractors Inc. in the amount of 

$189,362.00 for the Thatcher Avenue Alley Improvements Project 
f.  Waiver of Formal Bidding (Sole Source) and Award of Contract to Griffon Systems, 

Inc. in the amount of $47,000 for Street Camera System Storage Servers 
g.  Intergovernmental and Sub-Recipient Agreement for Coronavirus (COVID-19) Relief 

Funds with Cook County 
h.  Monthly Department Reports 
i.  Accounts Payable – June 2020 – $1,477,375.13 
j.  Financial Report – June 2020 
k.  Village Administrator’s Report 
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Trustee Cargie, made a motion, seconded by Trustee Henek, to approve the Consent Agenda 
items B, D - K. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, Henek, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
Trustee Henek, made a motion, seconded by Trustee Cargie, to approve the Consent Agenda 
item A. 
 
Trustee Henek stated these minutes are from May 26 and stated she recognizes that her 
public comments are not reflected exactly in the minutes. She stated she felt it is a bad 
precedent for trustees to have their printed record updated after already being approved, 
noting the opportunity to amend minutes is at the next meeting.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Village Attorney Smith stated there is no rule 
within Roberts Rules prohibiting the Board from amending minutes at any point.  
 
President Adduci stated it is important for dates to be in the minutes.  
 
Trustee Henek stated she felt this was in response to her going on the record, and that her 
concern is setting a precedent for returning to minutes that have already been approved.  
 
Trustee Cargie expressed doubt that this would happen often and stated it is important that 
minutes reflect what actually happened.  
 
President Adduci stated she is trying to ensure that the date is correct in the minutes and 
that the minutes should reflect the audio. She stated she did not think this is a major change.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee O’Connell, President Adduci stated the motion is just 
to approve the minutes.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Brennan, Trustee Henek stated that by approving the 
minutes, the Board is setting the precedent that approved minutes can be amended multiple 
meetings later.  
 
Village Attorney Smith stated that Trustee Cargie’s statement regarding precedent is correct 
and that this Board cannot bind a future Board from revisiting what has been previously 
approved.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  Trustee Henek 
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Motion Passes. 
 
Trustee O’Connell, made a motion, seconded by Trustee Bachner, to approve the Consent 
Agenda item C. 
 
Trustee Cargie stated he pulled this item to vote no on it to be consistent with his no vote on 
the study, noting that he felt it is unfair to charge residents for parking when the Village is 
letting non-residents park for free in order to avoid paying for parking at the universities. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Henek, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  Trustee Cargie, O’Connell 
Motion Passes. 
 

6.  CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION 
 
None.  
 

7.  RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
 
a. Development Review Board – Appoint Jane McCole – (O’Brien vacancy) – Member, 2 

Year Term Expiring 4/30/22 
 
Trustee O’Connell made a motion, seconded by Trustee Vazquez, to concur with the 
recommendation of the Village President and appoint Jane McCole to the Development 
Review Board effective once the Bonnie Brae and Thomas Planned Development Permit 
Findings of Facts have been approved or if the application is no longer on file. 
 
President Adduci stated that DRB appointments are members of the Plan Commission and 
Zoning Board of Appeals. She stated that Commissioner McCole would be a great asset to the 
DRB and has a long history with the Village.  
 
Trustee Henek stated that she has no concern with Ms. McCole but that she was concerned 
that Tagger O’Brien was not notified of going off the DRB. She stated she was surprised by this 
appointment and that she called Ms. O’Brien who did not know about this. She stated Ms. 
McCole also did not know about the timing for her joining the DRB.  
 
President Adduci noted that appointees can work beyond their term’s expiration as they work 
at the pleasure of the Village Board and Village President. She stated she has spoken with Ms. 
O’Brien and that Ms. McCole knows the Bonnie Brae Townhomes project will be Ms. O’Brien’s 
responsibility.  
 
Trustee Henek reiterated that Ms. O’Brien is unclear whether she is continuing to work on the 
DRB. President Adduci stated that she is clear.  
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Trustee Bachner suggested ensuring the agenda follows the motions because there is more 
information in the motion than what is listed on the agenda.  
 
Trustee O’Connell agreed, stating the clarity is with the end date.  
 
Trustee Henek stated that she is voting no, not as a reflection on Ms. McCole but on the 
process.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  Trustee Henek 
Motion Passes. 
 

8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None.  

 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Policy Regarding Public Comments at Public Meetings 

 
Trustee Cargie made a motion to approve and adopt a policy regarding public comments at 
Village Board meetings. 
 
Trustee Henek recommended the Board discuss this item and approve it at a later meeting.  
 
Village Attorney Smith stated that once a motion has been made, a body must determine if 
there is a second or it dies for lack of a second. He stated that before the Board can continue, 
it must determine if there is a second for the motion.  
 
Trustee O’Connell seconded the motion.  
 
Administrator Palm explained that Trustee Henek had requested a policy for public comment. 
He noted that this is something that was borne out by COVID-19 and the need to conduct 
meetings electronically. He reviewed the points within the proposed policy.  
 
President Adduci stated the idea is that when they receive large amounts of emails saying 
similar things, they would be attached to the minutes and not read into the record.   
 
Administrator Palm explained the rationale behind including written comments on the 
agenda, stating that when the Village was adopting emergency rules for public participation, 
they were not confident about the technology. The written public comments would be a 
failsafe in the event that someone would not be able to connect electronically. He stated there 
is nothing prohibiting people from participating electronically and that most people have 
phone access so they still have the ability to connect to the meeting.  
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Trustee Henek stated she wanted to clarify her intention since she was the one to recommend 
this discussion. She stated her reason for wanting clarification is not solely in regard to the 
current situation around COVID-19 and Zoom. She stated that there was discussion about 
continuing to allow people to participate remotely via Zoom, even if the emergency 
declaration is not extended, since there are limitations for people coming into Village Hall. 
She stated public comments are beneficial to everyone listening and expressed concern about 
not being consistent. Trustee Henek acknowledged Administrator Palm’s comments 
regarding the pandemic. She stated she was also concerned that they are receiving comments 
through the Village and they are not distributed with enough time for the Board to reflect on 
them. She asked how does it help her as a trustee to have the comments after the fact rather 
than incorporating what is said.  
 
The Board discussed the utilization of Dropbox for sharing the written public comments 
received regarding the Affordable Housing discussion. Trustee Henek stated her concern with 
not knowing additional emails continued to be added up until the meeting, and Trustee 
O’Connell stated it was used due to the volume received and that the comments were the 
same. Trustee Henek disagreed and stated residents like to know and be aware of what other 
people are thinking and where they fall on different topics. She stated they invite people to 
make public comments for a reason, which is because they want to hear what people want to 
say.  
 
Administrator Palm stated there are various ways to communicate with elected officials, 
noting that interactions such as seeing them in town, calling, or emailing directly are not 
included as part of the record. He stated that not everyone wants to comment publicly, but 
that submitting written comments is an option to have their comments be on the record.  
 
President Adduci stated she thinks the proposed policy address everything Trustee Henek 
has said. She stated the Board is receiving everything written to the Village and that people 
have the opportunity to dial in. She suggested that if people want the Board to hear it that 
evening, those individuals attend the meeting and speak to the Board.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Brennan about including comments in the Board 
packet, President Adduci noted that the packet goes out Thursday. Administrator Palm 
suggested changing the public comments email to vbot@vrf.us so that it goes to all Board 
members immediately.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Bachner about written public comments that 
specifically request to be read into the public record, President Adduci cautioned that the 
Board could end up reading a lot of letters depending on the issue. She stated that if someone 
wants something read into the record, they can participate.  
 
Trustee Henek expressed concern that the Board is telling residents that they want them to 
engage and make public comments but are limiting that to people who have the ability to 
attend. She commented that the Board would be penalizing someone who cannot come to the 
meeting.  
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President Adduci stated they are trying to streamline policy and acknowledged that the 
Affordable Housing discussion comes to mind. She stated she is not suggesting that no letters 
get read by trustees but rather that they continue to allow people to attend meetings and have 
citizens share their comments in the time established.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Cargie about including comments to the packet online, 
Administrator Palm suggesting Staff could update it at 5:00pm the Monday before the 
meeting. 
 
Trustee Cargie remarked that the Board has never read emails into the record and that he is 
not sure what has changed about residents’ lack of ability to speak to the Board.  
 
Trustee Henek emphasized the importance of trying to make meetings an opportunity for 
residents to be heard and making it easier for people to participate.  
 
President Adduci stated she did not think there was any barrier preventing residents from 
talking to the Board.  
 
Trustee Henek stated this is not what she means and that what she is looking for is a way to 
be as clear as possible and consistent with residents’ expectations on how public comments 
are handled. She noted President Adduci read a letter aloud at the previous meeting.  
 
President Adduci noted that she read this letter during elected official announcements and 
that trustees are welcome to do the same.  
 
In response to a question from President Adduci, Administrator Palm noted the email address 
could be set up so that the Village Board receives public comment directly, but he expressed 
concern about the time it could take to redact private information from the emails in order to 
post these comments on the Village website prior to the meeting. He stated Staff would have 
time to do this if the Board chooses to append the written comments to the minutes.  
 
Trustees Brennan and Henek suggested making a cut-off of 9am Monday.  
 
Administrator Palm stated Board meetings are opportunities to conduct business and for the 
public to observe that. He noted that historically, public comment has been speaking in front 
of the Board, and he expressed concern about being set up for failure by making written public 
comments “interactive.” 
 
President Adduci stated she would like to use the proposed policy.  
 
Trustee Cargie stated he had not considered redactions and expressed concern about the 
burden on Staff.  
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Trustee O’Connell stated that the agenda gives people the information to dial in, and that they 
are not trying to stifle participating but rather to make it manageable to accomplish the 
business at hand.  
 
Trustee Henek acknowledged that there is a concern with volume for big topics, however she 
expressed that she wants residents to feel that the Board has given residents the opportunity 
to speak and reflect on their comments. 
 
Trustee Cargie commented that if someone has an email, they probably have a phone. He 
stated anyone who wishes to address the Board can talk to them at the meeting.  
 
Trustee Henek stated that since the trustees are voices for the residents, she reiterated her 
recommendation that this be a discussion and have the residents let them know why they 
may not be able to call in to participate.  
 
Trustee O’Connell expressed concern about getting business done if discussions continue to 
get pushed back. He stated he did not understand the percentage of people who would not be 
able to participate given the opportunities provided.  
 
Trustee Cargie stated that the Board can always revisit the policy.  
 
Trustee Henek stated this is about how the Village is encouraging and inviting community 
participation so that they feel they are heard. She asked why there was opposition to voting 
on this in August.  
 
President Adduci asked what Trustee Henek thought takes away from residents’ ability to talk 
to the Board, and she reviewed the ways residents can contact the Board. She concurred with 
Trustee O’Connell and stated nothing has changed except that the meetings are over Zoom 
instead of in person. She stated they are memorializing what they have been doing and that if 
there is something that was missed, the Board always has the capability to amend things.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Vazquez, Village Attorney Smith explained that certain 
committees such as the DRB and ZBA have outlined their public comment policies due to 
public hearings. He stated that this policy is addressing only Village Board of Trustees 
meetings and not commissions. In response to a follow up question, Village Attorney Smith 
stated it is up to each Committee to determine how they accept public comments.  
 
Trustee Henek stated the document does not reflect her intent.  
 
Trustee Bachner stated she would still like to have consideration of public comments when 
they have asked to be read.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  Trustee Henek 
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Motion Passes. 
 

b. Amend Title 4 of the Village Code Regarding the Creation of Sign Regulations in the PRI 
Zoning District and a Variation Process – Ordinance  

 
Trustee Vazquez made a motion, seconded by Trustee Cargie, to approve an amendment to 
Title 4 of the Village Code regarding the Village’s sign regulations. 
 
Administrator Palm introduced Jackie Wells, who is a planner with Houseal Lavigne and 
assisted with the proposed ordinance. Administrator Palm explained the impetus for this 
ordinance, stating that Temple Har Zion submitted a request for signage. He noted that 
currently there are no sign regulations in the PRI zoning district, and that these have typically 
been handled through the planned development process. He stated that Staff consulted with 
Ms. Wells and determined the regulations could mirror those of the C2 district. He noted that 
a relief mechanism is also recommended, so what is proposed mirrors the fence process in 
that a minor variation would go through Staff and a major variation would require ZBA and 
ultimately Village Board of Trustees approval. He also emphasized that the signage through a 
planned development permit would take precedent over these regulations. Ms. Wells walked 
through the proposed variation process.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Village Attorney Smith stated that the Code 
says that for any new sign or any sign that is being expanded or altered, Staff looks at the 
regulations to determine if they meet requirements and that if it does not meet requirements 
this ordinance would allow an applicant to seek a minor or major variation.  
 
In response to a question from Trustees Bachner and Henek, Village Attorney Smith clarified 
that the Village Code states the gross surface area of a wall sign in the C2 district is “not to 
exceed 60sqft. per sign or not to exceed covering more than 5% of the wall to which it is 
affixed, whichever is less.” 
 
In response to a question from Trustee Bachner, Village Attorney Smith affirmed that the 
increases allowed are to the objective measurements in the Code rather than the existing sign 
size.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Henek about sign materials, Administrator Palm 
stated that when an applicant submits a sign permit, Staff reviews them to determine if they 
meet regulations and can include conditions on the permits.   
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, Henek, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

10.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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None. 
 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Trustee Cargie made a motion, seconded by Trustee Bachner, to adjourn the regular Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 9:00p.m.  
 
Tom -  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Cargie, Henek, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
 
___________________________________________     
Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: August 10, 2020 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Jeff Loster, Village Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Change Order – 2020 Sewer Lining Project 
  
 
Issue: Construction of the 2020 Sewer Lining Project was completed during the month of July, 2020. 
Initially, $175,000 was budgeted for sewer lining and associated point repairs within the 
Water/Sewer Fund. 
 
Analysis: The original construction contract for this project was awarded to Benchmark 
Construction in the amount of $118,626.00 on April 27, 2020. Subsequent to the initial contract 
award, flooding events necessitated an investigation of the sewer on Keystone Avenue, between 
Division Street and Iowa Street. Though some portions of this sewer had been previously lined, the 
segments that had not yet been lined had allowed a significant amount of root infiltration which 
greatly reduced the capacity within the sewer. Furthermore, there was a small length of pipe that 
reduced in diameter from 9” to 6”. In order to resolve these issues, Benchmark Construction 
provided estimates to line all remaining sections of pipe and to replace the 6” sewer with 9” sewer. 
The total cost for these additional services was $50,148.00.   
 
The cost of this increased scope of work put the overall total of work over the awarded amount of the 
contract. The final cost of all sewer lining and point repair work completed is $153,963.00, a total of 
$35,337.00 over the awarded amount for this work. The final project cost remains within the original 
budget established for this work. 
 
Recommendation:  Consider a Motion to approve a Change Order in the amount of $35,337.00 for 
the construction of the 2020 Sewer Lining Project. 
 
Attachments: Resolution 
  Final Pay Estimate 
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RESOLUTION NO.   ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 
THE EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER NO.    1      

TO THE  BENCHMARK CONSTRUCTION       CONTRACT RELATING TO  
THE    2020 SEWER LINING PROJECT   

 
 WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest (“Village”) is an Illinois municipal corporation 

organized under the Illinois Constitution and the laws of the State of Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, on  April 27, 2020 , the President and Board of Trustees of the Village 

approved and authorized the execution of a contract (“Contract”) for the  2020 Sewer Lining 

Project  (“Project”) with  Benchmark Construction  (“Contractor”). The original amount 

of the Project was  one hundred eighteen thousand six hundred twenty six and (00/100)  

Dollars ($118,626.00). The anticipated completion date for the Project was    August 30 , 2020 

(“Project Completion Date”); and  

 WHEREAS, the Contractor has filed a request for payment of Change Order No.   1  in 

the amount of    thirty five thousand three hundred thirty seven and (00/100)   Dollars 

($35,337.00), due to the need to  conduct a point repair and line additional sewers at the 

Village’s request , and a request for an extension of time to the Project Completion Date of 

an additional  zero  (  0  ) days. A copy of Change Order No.   1   is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A and made a part hereof; and 

 WHEREAS, based on the recommendation of the Contractor, the President and Board of 

Trustees of the Village make the following findings and determinations in accordance 720 ILCS 

5/33E-9 regarding Change Order No.   1   to the Contract: 

1.  Change Order No.   1   (or a series of change orders): (a) are made necessary by 

circumstances not foreseeable at the time the Contract was signed; (b) are germane to 

the Contract as originally signed; and (c) are in the best interests of the Village. 
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WHEREAS, in addition, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village find and 

determine that, pursuant to 50 ILCS 525/5, Change Order No.   1   (or a series of change orders) 

does not increase the original Contract price by fifty percent (50%) or more of the original 

Contract price, and thus the Village is not obligated to re-bid the additional work proposed under 

Change Order No.   1  ; and 

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, pursuant to their powers 

as provided by 720 ILCS 5/33E-9, find that it is in the best interests of the Village and the public 

to approve Change Order No.   1   because it relates to a public project and is for a public 

purpose.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of 

the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois: 

 SECTION 1: Each Whereas paragraph above is incorporated by reference into this 

Section 1 and made a part hereof as material and operative provisions of this Resolution. 

 SECTION 2: The President and Board of Trustees of the Village approve Change Order 

No.   1   in the amount of  thirty five thousand three hundred thirty seven and (00/100)   

Dollars ($35,337.00). The President and Board of Trustees further authorize and direct the 

Village President and the Village Clerk, or their designees, to execute Change Order No.   1  , 

execute the check or other payment to the Contractor in an amount not to exceed the amount of 

 one hundred fifty three thousand nine hundred sixty three and (00/100)  Dollars 

($153,963.00) and execute any other necessary documents to implement Change Order No.   1  . 

The President and Board of Trustees also recognize and approve an increase in the completion 

time for the Project, as set forth in the Contract, by thirty (30) days or more. 
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 ADOPTED on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the    10    day of    

August   , 2020. 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT: 

  
 

 APPROVED by me this    10    day of   August   , 2020. 
 
 

____________________________ 
Village President 
 
 

 APPROVED and FILED in my office this    10    day of   August   , 2020 and 
published in pamphlet form in the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 
 

   ATTEST: 
____________________________ 
  Village Clerk 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 
CHANGE ORDER NO. _1_ TO THE CONTRACT  

(attached) 



PAYMENT REQUEST FORM

Project Name: 2020 Sewer Lining
2nd Payment

Contractor: Benchmark Construction
Today's Date: 07/31/20

Awarded Contract Amount: $118,626.00 for Work as of: 07/31/20
Change Orders: $36,148.00 (Keystone Ave Lining)

$14,000.00 (Keystone Ave Pt. Repair) Current payment amount: $53,813.70
Current Contract Amount: $168,774.00

Awarded Unit Total
Item No. Quantity Price Price

1 Foot 2733 $30.00 $81,990.00 312.0 2952.0 $88,560.00
2 Foot 443 $42.00 $18,606.00 0.0 0.0 $0.00
3 Foot 150 $9.00 $1,350.00 0.0 0.0 $0.00
4 EA 8 $285.00 $2,280.00 1.0 3.0 $855.00
5 EA 8 $1,800.00 $14,400.00 0.0 8.0 $14,400.00

X1 Foot 1277 $28.00 $35,756.00 1,291.0 1291.0 $36,148.00
X2 Lsum 1 $14,000.00 $14,000.00 1.0 1.0 $14,000.00

Deductions from Payout: Totals Total Value of Work Completed: $153,963.00

Total Retainage Held: $15,396.30

Credits to Payout: Totals Total Deductions: $0.00

Total Extras: $0.00
-------------------------

Agreed: Date: Total Payment Due: $138,566.70
CONTRACTOR SIGNATURE

Less Previous Payment: $84,753.00
-------------------------

CONTRACTOR NAME (PLEASE PRINT) Net Amount Due This Estimate: $53,813.70
*By signing this form, the CONTRACTOR agrees to the quantities and payment amount shown.  

Recommend: Date:
VILLAGE ENGINEER

Keystone Lining - 9" CIPP
Keystone Pt Repair

Unit

Cut Protruding Lateral

Completed Quantity 
(Current Pay Estimate)

Completed Quantity (To 
Date)

CIPP - 15"

Bench Repair

Total Cost        
(To Date)Item

CIPP - 12"

Heavy Cleaning

Page 1 of 1



   
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  July 23, 2020 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator   
 
FROM:  John Anderson, Public Works Director 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of Payment for Emergency Repairs to Water Main on Park Avenue 

  
 
Issue: Staff is seeking payment approval to Suburban General Construction, Inc. for the emergency 
repairs of five water main breaks on the 500/600 blocks of Park Avenue, and the Park & Oak Ave. 
intersection on June 5th and 6th, 2020. 
 
Analysis:  On 6/5/2020 around 2:15 p.m. a Public Works water operator received a call about a Fire 
Hydrant at Park and Oak that would not shut down properly.  The Mueller fire hydrant would not 
completely shut down after flushing during the Fire Departments semi-annual exercising program. 
The fire hydrant operating stem was tight with flowing water and not in a closed float position.  
Water industry standards were used to flush the fire hydrant of any debris that may have been in 
the seat of the hydrant preventing it from properly closing after the initial flushing by the Fire 
department.   
 
After opening the fire hydrant to flush the seat of debris, it would not reduce water flow when the 
stem was turned in the direction to close; the stem was then returned back to the previous 
position.  The next water industry standard procedure was to close the fire hydrant using the 
auxiliary valve.  As the auxiliary valve was being closed slowly between turns 6 and 7 (a fully closed 
6” valve is 21 turns) there was pop and the fire hydrant fully closed instead of a slow gradual 
reduction in water flow.  This caused a water hammer resulting in the main breaks that occurred.  
At that point the water operator immediately began turning the system valves to control the main 
breaks water flow.  Emergency repair contractor Suburban General Construction was called in 
immediately to repair these main breaks as soon as possible.  The repairs of most of the main 
breaks were made on the evening of the 5th.  The following day required a final repair to that was 
made on the water main on Oak Ave. near the intersection of Park Ave. 
 

The Mueller fire hydrant field representative was contacted after the main breaks were repaired in 

order to determine the possible reason for the water hammer which caused multiple main breaks. 

 The fire hydrant was dismantled with the field representative from Mueller and Public Works 

water operator staff present.  The fire hydrant’s internal parts were removed by a seat wrench, 

floating out and retrieved by a magnet.  What was missing was the cap nut that holds all the lower 

operating parts on the stem.  With the cap nut missing, the lower end parts could not properly 

hold the Fire Hydrant open while the water operator was closing the auxiliary valve.  The Mueller 

Representative feels that the lower valve plate was likely the part broken loose that suddenly 



stopped the flow in the hydrant while the water operator was operating auxiliary valve.  The lower 

stem did not show any damage to the threads where the cap nut screwed on to it.   The missing 

cap nut rusted to the point of failure and broke to pieces.  The fire hydrant was a model built in 

1980 and used by the Fire Department Semi-Annual Flushing and Public Works to fill the street 

sweeper to because it is a dump truck location when sweeping.  The labor and material cost to 

perform the repairs to the water main by Suburban General Construction total $37,719.52.   

Emergency water main repairs are a budgeted line item within the water & sewer account. 

Recommendation: Consider a Motion to approve payment to Suburban General Construction Inc. 
for repairs to the water main on Park Avenue and Oak Avenue in the amount of $37,719.52 
 
Attachment: Suburban General Construction Inc. repair invoice 







Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: August 5, 2020 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees  
 
From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: License Agreement with Property Owner at 747 Ashland Avenue for an Underground 

Sprinkler System in the Public Right-of-Way 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Issue: Mary Jane Welter, owner of the property located at 747 Ashland Avenue, would like to install 
an underground irrigation system with certain components in the Village right-of-way and needs 
permission from the Village Board of Trustees to do so.  
 
Analysis: The Village Code does not permit obstructions nor does it allow property owners to 
install anything in the public right-of-way, unless permission is granted by the Village typically 
through an agreement.  The attached agreement is the standard document that is utilized by the 
Village for these matters.   
 
In an effort to minimize Village expenses for private infrastructure within the public right-of-way 
that may be damaged/impacted as a result of capital improvement projects in the future, staff has 
developed a policy that all obstructions that are proposed for installation within the public right-of-
way should require a Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement as a condition of permit 
approval.  This will help avoid future damage to the infrastructure by allowing the Village to 
document the existence of these assets.  This is similar to the process followed for any other private 
infrastructure proposed within public space (e.g. in-pavement heating elements, fences, decorative 
light pole). 
 
Recommendation: Authorize the Village Administrator to execute a right-of-way encroachment 
waiver and agreement for an irrigation system in the public right-of-way with the property owner 
at 747 Ashland Avenue. 
 
Attachment: License Agreement with Property Owner 747 Ashland Avenue. 
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:  August 6, 2020 

To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 

From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator  

Subj: Village-Wide Performance Measurement Report – July 2020 

 
 

Building Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

July 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Plan reviews of large projects completed 
in 21 days or less 

86% 
  (108 of 126) 

95% 
82% 

  (9 of 11) 
76% 

  (25 of 33) 

Average length of review time for plan 
reviews of large projects 

14.4 days 
(Monthly Avg) 

>21 18.4 days 
19.4 days 

(Monthly Avg) 

Re-reviews of large projects completed 
in 14 days or less 

93% 
  (139 of 149) 

95% 
94% 

  (15 of 16) 
95% 

  (41 of 43) 

Average length of review time for plan 
re-reviews of large projects 

8.3 days 
(Monthly Avg) 

>14 8.8 days 
9.6 days 

(Monthly Avg) 

Plan reviews of small projects 
completed in 7 days or less 

100% 
  (152 of 152) 

95% 
100% 

  (29 of 29) 
100% 

  (80 of 80) 

Express permits issued at time of 
application 

100% 
  (213 of 213) 

100% 
100% 

  (24 of 24) 
100% 

  (62 of 62) 

Inspections completed within 24 hours 
of request 

100% 
  (1542 of 

1542) 
100% 

100% 
  (184 of 184) 

100% 
  (441 of 441) 

Contractual inspections passed 
94% 

  (1453 of 
1542) 

80% 
95% 

  (174 of 184) 
94% 

  (416 of 441) 

Inspect vacant properties once per 
month 

100% 
  (239 of 239) 

100% 
100% 

  (21 of 21) 
100% 

  (63 of 63) 

Code violation warnings issued 123 N/A 3 50 

Code violation citations issued 28 N/A 20 21 

Conduct building permit survey 
quarterly 4 

1 per 
quarter 0 1 

Make contact with existing business 
owners 60 

5/month 
60/year 5 15 
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Fire Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

July 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Average fire/EMS response time for 
priority calls for service (Includes call 
processing time) 

4:06 
 minutes 

<5 Min 
4:09 

 minutes 
4:12 

 minutes 

Customer complaints and/or public 
safety professional complaints  

0% <1% 0% 0% 

All commercial, multi-family and 
educational properties inspected 
annually 

289 
358 

inspections 
42 149 

Injuries on duty resulting in lost time 1 <3 0 0 

Plan reviews completed 10 working 
days after third party review 

2.39 days on 
average 

<10 
5.75 days on 

average 
3.75 days on 

average 

Complete 270 hours of training for each 
shift personnel 

4797 5092 376.25 1240. 

Inspect and flush fire hydrants annually 382 
445 

annually 
122 223 

     Police Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

July 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Average police response time for 
priority calls for service (Does not 
include call processing time) 

3:20 
 minutes 

4:00 
2:51 

 minutes 
2:24 

 minutes 

Injuries on duty resulting in lost time 4 0 Days Lost 0 0 

Reduce claims filed for property & 
vehicle damage caused by the Police 
Department by 25% 

4 <3 1 1 

Maintain positive relationship with the 
bargaining unit and reduce the number 
of grievances 

1 0% 0 0 

Reduce overtime and improve morale 
by decreasing sick leave usage  

239 days 
10% 

reduction 
16 days 38 days 

Track accidents at Harlem and North to 
determine impact of red light cameras 

5 accidents 
10% 

reduction 
2 accidents 4 accidents 

Decrease reported thefts (214 in 2012) 173 
5% 

reduction 
17 34 

Formal Citizen Complaints 0 0 0 0 

Use of Force Incidents 15 0 0 0 

Send monthly crime alerts to inform 
residents of crime patterns and 
prevention tips 

148 
1 email/ 

month; 12 
emails/year 

11 42 
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Public Works Performance Measures 
FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

July 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Complete tree trimming/pruning 
service requests within 7 working days  

97% 
  (209 of 216) 

95% 
100% 

  (43 of 43) 
100% 

  (59 of 59) 

Complete service requests for 
unclogging blocked catch basins within 
5 working days 

100% 
  (5 of 5) 

95% 
N/A 

  (0 of 0) 
N/A   

  (0 of 0) 

Percent of hydrants out of service more 
than 10 working days 

0.00% 
  (0 of 4840) 

<1% N/A 
0.00% 

  (0 of 440) 

Replace burned out traffic signal bulb 
within 8 hours of notification 

N/A 99% N/A N/A 

Complete service requests for patching 
potholes within 5 working days  

100% 
  (8 of 8) 

95% 
100% 

  (1 of 1) 
100% 

  (3 of 3) 

Repair street lights in-house, or 
schedule contractual repairs, within five 
working days of notification    

100% 
  (25 of 25) 

95% 
100% 

  (2 of 2) 
100% 

  (4 of 4) 

Safety: Not more than two employee 
injuries annually resulting in days off 
from work 

0 ≤2 1 1 

Safety: Not more than one vehicle 
accident annually that was the 
responsibility of the Village 

0 ≤1 0 0 

Televise 2,640 lineal feet of combined 
sewer each month from April – 
September 

202% 
  (32098 of 

15,840) 

2,640/ 
month 

(15,840/ 
year) 

305% 
  (8056 of 

2640) 

261% 
  (20666 of 

7920) 

Exercise 25 water system valves per 
month 

88% 
  (242 of 275) 

25/month 
(300/year) 

184% 
  (46 of 25) 

115% 
  (86 of 75) 

Complete first review of grading plans 
within 10 working days 

100% 
  (103 of 103) 

95% 
100% 

  (12 of 12) 
100% 

  (36 of 36) 

     N/A: Not applicable, not available, or no service requests were made 
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:  August 6, 2020 

To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 

From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator  

Subj: Village-Wide Performance Measurement Report – June 2020 

 
 

Building Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

June 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Plan reviews of large projects completed 
in 21 days or less 

86% 
  (108 of 126) 

95% 
100% 

  (11 of 11) 
76% 

  (25 of 33) 

Average length of review time for plan 
reviews of large projects 

14.4 days 
(Monthly Avg) 

>21 19.18 days 
29.1 days 

(Monthly Avg) 

Re-reviews of large projects completed 
in 14 days or less 

93% 
  (139 of 149) 

95% 
100% 

  (9 of 9) 
95% 

  (41 of 43) 

Average length of review time for plan 
re-reviews of large projects 

8.3 days 
(Monthly Avg) 

>14 8.89 days 
14.4 days 

(Monthly Avg) 

Plan reviews of small projects 
completed in 7 days or less 

100% 
  (152 of 152) 

95% 
100% 

  (30 of 30) 
100% 

  (80 of 80) 

Express permits issued at time of 
application 

100% 
  (213 of 213) 

100% 
100% 

  (27 of 27) 
100% 

  (62 of 62) 

Inspections completed within 24 hours 
of request 

100% 
  (1542 of 

1542) 
100% 

100% 
  (138 of 138) 

100% 
  (441 of 441) 

Contractual inspections passed 
94% 

  (1453 of 
1542) 

80% 
92% 

  (127 of 138) 
94% 

  (416 of 441) 

Inspect vacant properties once per 
month 

100% 
  (239 of 239) 

100% 
100% 

  (21 of 21) 
100% 

  (63 of 63) 

Code violation warnings issued 123 N/A 0 50 

Code violation citations issued 28 N/A 0 21 

Conduct building permit survey 
quarterly 4 

1 per 
quarter 1 1 

Make contact with existing business 
owners 60 

5/month 
60/year 5 10 
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Fire Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

June 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Average fire/EMS response time for 
priority calls for service (Includes call 
processing time) 

4:06 
 minutes 

<5 Min 
4:17 

 minutes 
4:12 

 minutes 

Customer complaints and/or public 
safety professional complaints  

0% <1% 0% 0% 

All commercial, multi-family and 
educational properties inspected 
annually 

289 
358 

inspections 
0 149 

Injuries on duty resulting in lost time 1 <3 0 0 

Plan reviews completed 10 working 
days after third party review 

2.39 days on 
average 

<10 
2. days on 

average 
3.75 days on 

average 

Complete 270 hours of training for each 
shift personnel 

4797 5092 428.25 1240. 

Inspect and flush fire hydrants annually 382 
445 

annually 
101 223 

     Police Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

June 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Average police response time for 
priority calls for service (Does not 
include call processing time) 

3:20 
 minutes 

4:00 
2:08 

 minutes 
2:11 

 minutes 

Injuries on duty resulting in lost time 4 0 Days Lost 0 0 

Reduce claims filed for property & 
vehicle damage caused by the Police 
Department by 25% 

4 <3 0 1 

Maintain positive relationship with the 
bargaining unit and reduce the number 
of grievances 

1 0% 0 0 

Reduce overtime and improve morale 
by decreasing sick leave usage  

239 days 
10% 

reduction 
6 days 38 days 

Track accidents at Harlem and North to 
determine impact of red light cameras 

5 accidents 
10% 

reduction 
1 accidents 4 accidents 

Decrease reported thefts (214 in 2012) 173 
5% 

reduction 
15 34 

Formal Citizen Complaints 0 0 0 0 

Use of Force Incidents 15 0 0 0 

Send monthly crime alerts to inform 
residents of crime patterns and 
prevention tips 

148 
1 email/ 

month; 12 
emails/year 

15 42 
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Public Works Performance Measures 
FY 2020 
Actual 

FY 2021 
Goal 

June 
 Actual 

FY 2021 
YTD 

Complete tree trimming/pruning 
service requests within 7 working days  

97% 
  (209 of 216) 

95% 
100% 

  (8 of 8) 
100% 

  (59 of 59) 

Complete service requests for 
unclogging blocked catch basins within 
5 working days 

100% 
  (5 of 5) 

95% 
N/A 

  (0 of 0) 
N/A   

  (0 of 0) 

Percent of hydrants out of service more 
than 10 working days 

0.00% 
  (0 of 4840) 

<1% N/A 
0.00% 

  (0 of 440) 

Replace burned out traffic signal bulb 
within 8 hours of notification 

N/A 99% N/A N/A 

Complete service requests for patching 
potholes within 5 working days  

100% 
  (8 of 8) 

95% 
N/A 

  (0 of 0) 
100% 

  (3 of 3) 

Repair street lights in-house, or 
schedule contractual repairs, within five 
working days of notification    

100% 
  (25 of 25) 

95% 
100% 

  (1 of 1) 
100% 

  (4 of 4) 

Safety: Not more than two employee 
injuries annually resulting in days off 
from work 

0 ≤2 0 1 

Safety: Not more than one vehicle 
accident annually that was the 
responsibility of the Village 

0 ≤1 0 0 

Televise 2,640 lineal feet of combined 
sewer each month from April – 
September 

202% 
  (32098 of 

15,840) 

2,640/ 
month 

(15,840/ 
year) 

239% 
  (6305 of 

2640) 

261% 
  (20666 of 

7920) 

Exercise 25 water system valves per 
month 

88% 
  (242 of 275) 

25/month 
(300/year) 

80% 
  (20 of 25) 

115% 
  (86 of 75) 

Complete first review of grading plans 
within 10 working days 

100% 
  (103 of 103) 

95% 
100% 

  (12 of 12) 
100% 

  (36 of 36) 
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: July 15, 2020 
 
To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: Building & Zoning Report – June, 2020 
  

The Village issued 144 permits in June, 2020, compared to 154 during the same month in 2019.  June, 
2020 was primarily within Phase 2 of the Restore Illinois Plan, which included an extension of the 
Governor’s Stay-At-Home order as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Permit revenue collected in 
June, 2020 totaled $34,356, compared to $121,786 in May, 2020 (due to several large projects), and 
$79,061 in June, 2019.  However, in looking at historical data, permit revenue collected in June, 2020, 
is on track with revenue collected in June 2016-2018.  Staff will continue to monitor the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on building permit revenue.  Fiscal year-to-date permit revenue is 25.7% of 
the $608,005 budgeted (which includes building, plumbing, and electrical permit revenue).   

Planned Development Project/Development Review Board Updates 
Below please find a summary of the status of approved planned development permits as well as 
certain pending applications. 
 
Approved: 
 River Forest Townhomes (formerly known as The Promenade) (7820 W. Madison Street -

Approved July 13, 2015) – Occupancy permits have been issued to 17 of the 29 units.   
 Mixed Use Development (Lake and Lathrop) – This project was approved on September 17, 2018.  

The developer has re-submitted building plans in response to the last round of review comments 
and the plans are under review.  Project updates are available on the Village’s website 
(www.vrf.us/lakeandlathrop).     

 Senior Care Community (Chicago and Harlem) – This project was approved on October 15, 2018.  
Demolition has been completed and a groundbreaking ceremony was scheduled on October 2, 
2019.  The developer has 33 months from the date of approval to complete construction (July, 
2021) for the planned development permit to remain valid.  Regular updates regarding the 
project are available on the Village’s website (www.vrf.us/chicagoandharlem).   

 
Pending:   
 1101-1111 Bonnie Brae Place:  The Developer submitted an application and the public hearing 

was opened on March 5, 2020. The petitioner then requested that the hearing be continued so 
that they could amend their application to address some of the comments that were received from 

http://www.vrf.us/lakeandlathrop
http://www.vrf.us/chicagoandharlem


Page 2 of 2 
 

staff and consultants as well as the DRB during the pre-filing meeting.  A continued public hearing 
will be held July 16, 2020.  Information regarding this application and the continued public 
hearing date is available on the Village’s website (www.vrf.us/bonnieandthomas). 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals Updates 
Below please find a summary of the activities of the Zoning Board of Appeals: 
 
 The Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing in June to consider text amendments related 

to home kitchen operations.  

Permit and Real Estate Transfer Activity Measures 

Permits 

Month FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 

May 178 128 205 144 109 

June 179 153 135 154 144 

July 140 194 131 147  

August 145 123 170 106  

September 130 152 116 95  

October 140 119 118 130  

November 98 79 90 91  

December 55 71 51 63  

January 107 69 80 63  

February 87 58 67 53  

March 120 93 101 91  

April 148 136 139 85  

Two Month Comparison 357 281 340 298 253 

Fiscal Year Total 1,527 1,375 1,403 1,222 253 

 
Real Estate Transfers 

 June 2020 June 2019 
FY 2021  

YTD Total 
FY 2020 

 Total 

Transfers 24 23 32 229 
 
Residential Property Demolition 

 
June 
2020 

FY 2021 
YTD Total 

FY 2020 
 Total 

FY 2019 
Total 

FY 2018 
Total 

Residential Demolitions 0 2 5 2 4 

 
Property   Architecturally Significant 
n/a 

http://www.vrf.us/bonnieandthomas
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: August 6, 2020 
 
To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: Building & Zoning Report – July, 2020 
  

The Village issued 178 permits in July, 2020, compared to 147 during the same month in 2019.  July, 
2020 was within 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Permit revenue 
collected in July, 2020 totaled $33,152, compared to $34,356 in June, 2020, and $45,885 in July, 2019.  
Although permit volume high, job cost and permit revenue are below what has been collected during 
this time period over the past five years, indicating that there are a large quantity of smaller projects 
underway.  Staff will continue to monitor the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on building permit 
revenue.  Fiscal year-to-date permit revenue is 31.1% of the $608,005 budgeted (which includes 
building, plumbing, and electrical permit revenue).   

Planned Development Project/Development Review Board Updates 
Below please find a summary of the status of approved planned development permits as well as 
certain pending applications. 
 
Approved: 
 River Forest Townhomes (formerly known as The Promenade) (7820 W. Madison Street -

Approved July 13, 2015) – Occupancy permits have been issued to 17 of the 29 units.   
 Mixed Use Development (Lake and Lathrop) – This project was approved on September 17, 2018.  

The developer has re-submitted building plans in response to the last round of review comments 
and the plans are under review.  Project updates are available on the Village’s website 
(www.vrf.us/lakeandlathrop).     

 Senior Care Community (Chicago and Harlem) – This project was approved on October 15, 2018.  
Demolition has been completed and a groundbreaking ceremony was scheduled on October 2, 
2019.  The developer has 33 months from the date of approval to complete construction (July, 
2021) for the planned development permit to remain valid.  Regular updates regarding the 
project are available on the Village’s website (www.vrf.us/chicagoandharlem).   

 
Pending:   
 1101-1111 Bonnie Brae Place:  At its July 16, 2020 meeting, the Development Review Board voted 

5-2 in favor of recommending to the Village Board of Trustees that a planned development permit, 
with conditions, be granted for the application.  The DRB will meet on August 20, 2020 to approve 

http://www.vrf.us/lakeandlathrop
http://www.vrf.us/chicagoandharlem
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meeting minutes and adopt its findings of fact and recommendation to the Village Board of 
Trustees.  The recommendation will be forwarded to the Village Board at its first meeting in 
September.  Information regarding this application is available on the Village’s website 
(www.vrf.us/bonnieandthomas). 

 
Zoning Board of Appeals Updates 
Below please find a summary of the activities of the Zoning Board of Appeals: 
 
 There were no hearings held in July, 2020.  

Permit and Real Estate Transfer Activity Measures 

Permits 

Month FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 

May 178 128 205 144 109 

June 179 153 135 154 144 

July 140 194 131 147 178 

August 145 123 170 106  

September 130 152 116 95  

October 140 119 118 130  

November 98 79 90 91  

December 55 71 51 63  

January 107 69 80 63  

February 87 58 67 53  

March 120 93 101 91  

April 148 136 139 85  

Two Month Comparison 319 347 266 301 322 

Fiscal Year Total 1,527 1,375 1,403 1,222 431 

 
Real Estate Transfers 

 July 2020 July 2019 
FY 2021  

YTD Total 
FY 2020 

 Total 

Transfers 27 29 59 229 
 
Residential Property Demolition 

 
July 

2020 

FY 2021 
YTD Total 

FY 2020 
 Total 

FY 2019 
Total 

FY 2018 
Total 

Residential Demolitions 1 3 5 2 4 

 
Property   Architecturally Significant 
726 Forest Avenue  n/a 

http://www.vrf.us/bonnieandthomas
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: Eric Palm- Village Administrator 

FROM: James O’Shea- Chief of Police 

DATE: August 5, 2020 

SUBJECT: July 2020 Monthly Report 

 

Crime Statistics 
 

The month of July 2020 indicated a 20% decrease in Part I offenses in comparison to July 2019. There was a 

34% decrease in Part II reported crimes compared to July 2020. A decrease in Theft, Burglary, Robbery, and 

Aggravated Battery incidents contributed to the reduction in Part I crimes. A decrease in Battery and 

Misdemeanor Traffic offenses contributed to the Part II reduction. Year-to-Date, Part I crimes are down 22% while 

Part II crimes are down 34% in comparison to 2019 data. Year-to-date statistics for calendar year 2020 will continue 

to be monitored closely for patterns and to determine resource deployment. 

 

 July July Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 
2020 2019 +/- +/- 2020 2019 +/- +/- 

Part I* 24 30 -6   -20% 115 148    33   -22% 

         
Part II** 68 72 -4  -6%  

2% 
324  494 -170  -34% 

         
Reports***  143 169 -26    -15% 719 1,094 -375 -34% 

         
Events****  1009  1221 -212 -17%   5,896  7,635  -1,739  -23% 

 

*Part I Offenses include homicide, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated battery, burglary, theft, and motor vehicle 

theft. 

**Part II Offenses include simple battery, assault, criminal trespass, disorderly conduct, and all other misdemeanor and 

traffic offenses. 

***Reports (new category as of September 2015) include total number of reports written by officers during the month.  

****Events (new category as of September 2015) include all activities conducted by officers, including foot patrols, 

premise checks, traffic stops, and all other calls for service not included as PART I and PART II offenses. 
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Town Center 
 

The Police Department conducted one-hundred (100) calls for service at the Town Center properties in July 

2020; of those calls there were twenty-two (22) reported crimes, which included ten (10) Retail Thefts and one 

(1) Theft and eleven (11) Panhandler/Criminal Trespass incidents. Calls for service at the Town Center are 

down 35% year-to-date in comparison to 2019 data, and criminal activity is down 15% year-to-date in 

comparison to 2019 statistics.   

 

Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 
 

 Officers followed policies and procedures instituted to help in reducing the spread of 

COVID-19 and in gaining compliance from community members to follow Social 

Distancing, masks, and other Phase 4 guidelines. 

 Officers increased patrols in the areas of the parks and schools due to increased number of 

fireworks calls and underage drinking. Citations were issued for fireworks, disorderly 

conduct, and criminal damage, when appropriate. 

 Officers conducted additional patrols/premise checks in the business districts, parks, and 

closed schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 The Department coordinated policing efforts and shared intelligence information with state, 

county, and neighboring law enforcement agencies with regard to regional and national civil 

unrest and lawful protests.     

 The Department hosted a Policing and Social Justice Forum via Facebook Live on July 8, 

2020. Department members described and discussed issues including services the 

Department provides to the community and training, including training in diversity, 

inclusion, and cultural competence. 

 The Department hosted the Quarterly Crime Prevention Meeting on July 22, 2020. Sarah’s 

Inn presented information regarding programs offered through the agency. Department 

members discussed crime trends, bicycle safety, how and when to contact police, and the 

2019 IDOT Traffic Study. 

 Department members returned to normal traffic and parking enforcement operations. 

 

School and Community Support 
 

During this period, the SRO/CSO Division continued to focus on addressing safety and security concerns by 

meeting with community organizations and schools. Some of these concerns included general traffic, 

construction related hazards, and personal safety related issues.   
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Ordinance Enforcement Officer Activity Summary for July 2020 

 

Bank/Metra 18 Assignments / 5.41 Hours 

Errands 14 Assignments / 6.91 Hours 

Local Ordinance Enforcement / Citations 0 Assignments 

Parking Citations 14 Citations 

Fingerprinting assignments 2 Assignments / 1.00 Hour 

Administrative Duties 14 Assignments / 11.00 Hours 

Animal Calls 1 Assignment / 1.00 Hour 

Vehicle Service 22 Assignments / 13.58 Hours 

Crossings 0 Assignments 

Bond Hearing / Court 10 Assignments / 12.66 Hours 

Adjudication / Red Light Hearing 2 Assignments / 3.00 Hours 

Calls for Service 22 Assignments / 10.25 Hours 

Other 27 Assignments / 10.41 Hours 

 

The OEO conducted parking enforcement throughout the Village, resulting in fourteen (14) tickets for: 

 

Time Limit 7 

No Parking 0 

Vehicle License 0 

Fire Lane/Hydrant 0 

Handicapped Parking 0 

Resident Parking Only 0 

Permit Parking 3 

Daily Parking 3 

Other 1 

TOTAL 14 

 

School Resource/Community Service Officer Activity Summary for July 2020 

 

Written Reports 2 reports / 9 local Ordinance citations 

Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 18 

I-Search and Too Good For Drugs 

Activities 

N/A 

Calls for Service 12 

Other Assignments 9  assignments / 19  hours  

Special Assignments        18 assignments / 96 hours (see 

below) 
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School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for July 2020 
 

Ofc. Ransom became the proud father of a baby girl on July 24th.  Ofc. Ransom was out of the office for the last 

week of July and will return on August 10th 

 

Ofc. Ransom completed the following: 

 

Community Activities 

 

 Reassigned to midnight shift patrol on 02Jul20. 

 Counseled a River Forest family with concerns of grooming/catfishing involving their daughter on 

03Jul20. 

 Planned, promoted and hosted Public Forum on Facebook Live on 08Jul20. 

 Completed Domestic Violence online training on 09Jul20. 

 Assisted RFFD instruct CPR (Heartsaver) class to WESCOM dispatchers on 09Jul20, 14Jul20 and 

15Jul20. 

 Assisted Senior Services with Welfare Check and referred services on 10Jul20. 

 Attended meeting/interview with member of Dementia Friendly River Forest for website video on 

13Jul20. 

 Attended meeting with new RF Township Senior Outreach Coordinator Betsy Kelly on 14Jul20. 

 Followed up with elderly couple regarding a report of fraudulent activity on 16Jul20. 

 Assisted detectives in investigating criminal trespass/criminal damage to property at Dominican Priory 

(20-00644 & 20-00646 – 9 L.O. citations issued (2) supplemental reports completed). 

 Phone meeting with Trinity H.S. Dean regarding graduation, back to school plans and ALICE active 

shooter response program on 22Jul20.  

 Assisted resident with questions about accommodations for her mother (Alzheimer’s) on 20Jul20.  

 Followed up with residents regarding ongoing complaints of illegal fireworks on 21Jul20.  

 Planned, promoted and hosted the Community Crime Prevention Meeting on 22Jul20. 

 Planned and promoted the Junior Citizens Police Academy throughout the month. 

 

UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for July 2020 

 

Ofc. Ransom will: 

 

 Work re-assignment shifts to patrol as needed. 

 Continue to support businesses during phase 4 re-opening. 

 Direct the Junior Citizens Police Academy the week of 10Aug20.  

 Continue to assist patrol with calls for service.  

 Conduct regular business and parks checks. 

 Attend PYD meeting on 12Aug20. 

 Instruct Concordia DPS officers at several training workshops from 17Aug20 – 21Aug20. 

 Attend M-Team meeting on 20Aug20. 

 Attend Opioid Task Force meeting on 20Aug20.  
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Sgt. Grill will: 

 

 Assist with Red Light hearings and vendor transition. 

 Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload. 

 Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests. 

 Assist with Information Technology projects. 

 Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used 

in police response and criminal investigations. 

 Manage various grant activities. 

 Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment. 

 Supervise the CSO and SRO. 

 

OEO Raymond will: 

 

 Enforce any/all regulated parking zones. 

 Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center. 

 Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and 

Handicapped Parking Only Areas etc. 

 Assist with Court records communications. 

 Assist with Animal Control. 

 Administer traffic control services during Fire and Police related events. 

 Continue to utilize the Automated License Plate Reader to increase efficiency and effectiveness of 

parking enforcement efforts in an effort to gain better community compliance. 

 

 

Active Solicitor Permits 

Individual or Organization Description Expires 

Aptive Environmental  Home Services  29-July-21 

Power Home Remodeling  Home Repair 30-Aug-20 

Power Home Remodeling Home Repair  13-Jan-21 

Environment Illinois Home Repair  10-Feb-21 

Eastern Promotions Inc. Home Services  13-Sept-20 

 

Budget and Fiscal Monitoring  

 

July 01 – July 31, 2020 

July is the third month of Fiscal Year 2021. Due to COVD-19 executive orders and restrictions, revenues 

were projected to stall. Overtime costs were less than the monthly projection of $15,021 for FY 2021.  We will 

continue to monitor and report any notable patterns or anomalies that occur during the FY 2021.    
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Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Significant Incidents and Notable Arrests: 
 

20-00582  Driving While License Suspended  

On July 1, 2020, around 11:15PM, a River Forest officer on general patrol observed a vehicle violating stop signs 

on Division. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 49-year-old male Berwyn resident, was found to be 

driving with a suspended driver’s license; suspended for unpaid citations. He was arrested for Driving While 

License Suspended and later released on bond. 

 

20-00583  Driving While License Suspended 

On July 2, 2020, at 11:14AM, a River Forest officer completed a traffic stop in the area of Thatcher at Oak Avenue. 

It was determined that the driver, a 26-year-old male from Chicago, had a suspended Driver’s license for 

multiple violations. The driver was arrested and later released on bond.  

 

20-00612  Retail Theft/Warrant Arrest 

On July 8, 2020 at 9:30PM, officers were dispatched to Walgreens at 7245 W. Lake Street for a Retail Theft. Two 

subjects were stopped on the 7200 block of Central behind Whole Foods Market. A 20-year-old female from 

Aurora was identified as the offender. Walgreens recovered their property and did not wish to sign complaints. 

The female provided false information, but the officers on scene determined her real identify. It was revealed 

that the subject had two Cook County warrants, including escaping from Electronic Monitoring. The offender 

was arrested for the warrants and eventually transported to Maybrook courthouse and released to Cook County.  

The involved male was acting as a lookout and was banned from the store. 

 

20-00618  Driving While License Suspended 

On July 10, 2020, at 10:36AM, a River Forest officer completed a traffic stop in the area of 754 N. Harlem Avenue. 

It was determined that the driver, a 24-year-old male from Chicago, had a suspended Driver’s license for 

multiple violations. The driver was arrested and later released on bond. 

 

20-00622  Retail Theft/Warrant Arrest 

On July 10, 2020 at 8:10PM, a plain clothes officer in an unmarked vehicle was in the Town Center. The officer 

observed a 29-year-old female from Chicago running out of Walgreens at 7245 W. Lake Street with a basket full 

of merchandise and enter a nearby vehicle backed into a parking spot. The vehicle left southbound Harlem 

Category  Total # 

Paid FY21 

07/20 

Total # Paid 

FY21 

Y-T-D 

Expenditure/ 

Revenue FY21 

07/20 

FY21 Y-T-D 

Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 

Citations 

175 263 $9,388 $23,379 

Admin. Tows 11 21 $5,500 $10,500 

Local Ordinance  37 52 $600  $3,100 

Overtime    115 hrs.     807 hrs. $7,809 $52,925 
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Avenue and the officer stopped the vehicle for a theft investigation. The female was found to have stolen 

products located in the back seat of the vehicle. The driver of the vehicle, a 27-year-old female from Chicago, 

was found to have a warrant from the Chicago Police Department. Walgreens only wished for their products to 

be returned and the passenger was banned from the store and allowed to take custody of the child in the vehicle. 

The driver was arrested for the warrant and transported to the station, where she was turned over to Chicago 

officers. 

 

20-00638  Warrant Arrest/Obstructing Identification/Drug Paraphernalia 

On July 12, 2020 at 9:20PM, officers were dispatched to Walgreens at 7245 W. Lake Street for a Retail Theft. 

Responding officers stopped a subject near Lake Street and Clinton matching the description. The 35-year-old 

male from Maywood was found to be in possession of stolen merchandise from multiple stores. The male was 

also in possession of a crack pipe. The male provided a false name and date of birth to officers. Walgreens did 

not wish to sign complaints, but their merchandise was returned. The male was arrested for the drug 

paraphernalia and identified in the police station. The male was found to have a warrant out of DuPage County.  

He was issued local ordinance citations for obstructing a police officer and drug paraphernalia and turned over 

to DuPage deputies for the warrant. 

 

20-00655  Driving While License Suspended  

On July 17, 2020, around 11:28PM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near North Avenue and 

Harlem Avenue observed a vehicle traveling 51mph in a 30moh zone. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, 

a 31-year-old male from Darien was found to be driving with a suspended driver’s license; suspended for 

mandatory insurance violations. He was arrested for Driving While License Suspended and later released on 

bond. 

 

20-00658  Retail Theft 

On July 18, 2020, at 11:58AM, River Forest units were dispatched Walgreens at 7251 Lake Street for the Retail 

Theft that had just occurred. Officers located the offender, a 22-year-old male from Chicago, by the Forest Park 

Green Line train. The offender was positively identified by the witness and was transported to the station. The 

offender was charged with Retail Theft, processed and released on bond. 

 

20-00661  Driving While License Suspended 

On July 19, 2020, around 3:41AM, a River Forest Officer backing up another officer on a traffic stop near North 

Avenue and Harlem Avenue, observed a vehicle not yield a lane as it passed, as required in Illinois under “Scott’s 

Law”, which caused the vehicle to almost strike the officer’s police car. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, 

a 25-year-old male Chicago resident was found to be driving with a suspended driver’s license, with two 

different suspensions for mandatory insurance violations. He was arrested for Driving While License Suspended 

and later released on bond.  

 

20-00663  Retail Theft 

On July 19, 2020 at 6:08PM, officers were dispatched to Walgreens for a Retail Theft. Officers located the offender 

on the Green Line platform and identified him as a 32-year-old male from Chicago that had stolen from 

Walgreens the day before. The offender was found to be in possession of over $1500.00 worth of merchandise 



 

 
Page 8 

 
  

from the business. The male was arrested for Retail Theft and transported to the station. The Cook County State’s 

Attorney office approved a felony charge for Retail Theft based on the value. The man was charged with felony 

Retail Theft and transported to Maybrook courthouse for a bond hearing. 

 

20-00679  Driving Under the Influence/Driving While License Suspended 

On July 23, 2020 at 3:40PM, officers were dispatched to an accident in the area of Ashland and Augusta. Upon 

arrival, officers found the offending vehicle striking the victim vehicle again in an attempt to leave the accident. 

The driver, a 37-year-old male from Chicago, was initially uncooperative and refused to exit the vehicle for 

several minutes. After officers were able to get him out of the vehicle, he showed multiple signs of being 

impaired. He admitted to recently using PCP and demonstrated impairment when officers administered 

Standard Field Sobriety tests.  His driver’s license was also found to be suspended. The driver was arrested and 

charged with Driving Under the Influence of Drugs and Driving While License Suspended.  He was later 

released on bond with a court date in the Maybrook courthouse. 

 

20-00691  Unlawful Use of a Weapon/Driving While License Suspended 

On July 25, 2020, around 3:29AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near Harlem Avenue and 

Division observed a motorcycle with no license plates disregard the red light at the intersection and rapidly 

accelerate on Harlem Avenue. The officer later located the motorcycle stopped at a gas station near Harlem 

Avenue and Randolph in Forest Park and conducted a traffic stop. The driver, 28-year-old male resident of Justin, 

Texas, was found to be driving on a suspended Texas driver’s license and was arrested. A search of his backpack 

revealed a loaded handgun. He was arrested for Driving While License Suspended and Unlawful Use of a 

Weapon and later released on bond. The motorcycle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the 

vehicle. 

 

20-00696  Driving Under the Influence 

On July 27, 2020, around 4:15AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Thatcher/Augusta observed a 

vehicle parked in the traffic lanes with its headlights off and the driver asleep at the wheel. The driver, a 27-year-

old male Bensenville resident, exhibited numerous signs of impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, 

and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence. The driver provided a breath sample of 0.157 BrAC.  He was 

processed and later released on bond. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 

 

20-00703   Retail Theft/Warrant Arrest 

On July 28, 2020, at 6:50AM, River Forest units were dispatched to the Jewel Food Store at 7525 Lake Street for 

the Retail Theft that just occurred. Officers located the offender, a 40-year-old male from Addison. The offender 

was positively identified by the witness. The offender was transported to the station, processed and charged 

with Retail Theft and for a Violation of Probation Warrant from Cook County. The offender was later transported 

to the Maybrook courthouse for bond hearing. 

 

20-00709  Possession of Stolen Motor Vehicle/Fleeing & Eluding 

On July 28, 2020, around 11:07PM, a River Forest officer on general patrol observed a vehicle traveling the wrong 

way in the 7200 block of North Avenue. The officer attempted to stop the vehicle but it fled into Elmwood Park. 

Sometime later, another River Forest officer observed the same vehicle driving in the 7400 block of North Avenue 
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but it again fled, this time into Melrose Park. The officer observed the vehicle crash, and observed the driver, a 

25-year-old male Chicago resident, and the passenger, a 23-year-old male Chicago resident, fleeing the vehicle 

on foot. The passenger was detained immediately and was ultimately charged with Obstructing Identification, 

for providing a false identification, and was later released on bond. After a brief search and a few foot chases, 

the driver was also located and detained. The vehicle was determined to have been reported stolen from 

Bolingbrook several days prior. It was also learned that the driver did not have a valid driver’s license. He was 

arrested, charged with felonies for Possession of a Stolen Motor Vehicle and Aggravated Fleeing and Eluding a 

Police Officer, misdemeanors for Reckless Driving and Driving without a Valid License, issued several traffic 

citations, and transported to a bond hearing at the Maybrook Courthouse. Elmwood Park, Melrose Park, Forest 

Park, River Grove, Oak Park, and Bolingbrook Police Departments all assisted with the case. 

 

The following chart summarizes and compares the measured activity for all three Patrol Watches during the 

month of July2020:   

 

 Midnights 

2230-0630  

Day Watch 

0630-1430 

Third Watch 

1430-2230 

Criminal Arrests 3 3 6 

Warrant Arrests 3 2 8 

D.U.I Arrests 1 1 1 

Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 5 4 8 

Hazardous Moving Violations 47 34 34 

Compliance Citations 19 18 14 

Parking Citations 138 2 0 

Traffic Stop Data Sheets 99 106 72 

Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 2 0 2 

Field Interviews 10 10 23 

Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 523 421 57 

Written Reports 26 62 57 

Administrative Tows 2 3 6 

Booted vehicles 0 0 0 

Sick Time used (in days) 1 3 4 

 

Detective Division 
 

Detective Sergeant Labriola worked fourteen (14) days performing detective duties. 

 

Detective Fries worked eighteen (18) scheduled days performing detective duties. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola was reassigned to the afternoon patrol shift for four (4) shifts. 

 

Detective Fries was reassigned to the afternoon patrol shift for three (3) shifts. 
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Detective Sergeant Labriola and Detective Fries both completed online training courses. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola and Detective Fries completed the annual Taser recertification course. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola completed numerous Certificates of Purchase from O’Hare Towing. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola prepared and presented at River Forest Police Department Policing and Social 

Justice Public Forum. 

 

Detective Fries prepared and presented at the Quarterly Community Meeting. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola and Detective Fries conducted daily inventory of PPE supplies, ordered new 

supplies, and distributed the supplies to members of the department as necessary due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  Furthermore, they have assisted patrol in their daily routines to adequately provide sufficient 

services to residents.  

 

During the month of June, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed fifteen (15) cases for potential follow-up. Of 

those cases, four (4) were Cleared by Arrest, five (5) were Administratively Closed, and six (6) are still active.  

The Unit also continued to investigate open cases from previous months, as well as assisted the Patrol Division 

in multiple cases reported in the month of July. 

 

Year-to-Date Arrest Statistics 

 

Quantity Arrested # Felony  

Charges 

# Misdemeanor 

Charges 

# Warrants 

 17  5 20 0 

 

July 2020 Case Assignment Summary 

 
Part I # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Residential Burglary 2  1    1   

 Burglary from Motor Vehicle 3  3       

Burglary 1      1   

Theft Under $500 2 1     1   

Motor Vehicle Theft 1      1   

Part I Total 9 1 4 0 0 0 4 0 0 

Part II # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except 

Clear 

Pend Refer Unfound 

Information for Police 2      2   

Criminal Damage 3 3        

Fleeing and Eluding 1      1 0  

Part II Total 6 3 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 

TOTALS 15 4 4 0 0 0 7 0 0 
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July 2020 Juvenile Arrests 
 

 

New Investigations 

 
20-00587-Information for the Police 

On July 1, 2020 the River Forest Police Department received a tip that a resident who lived in the 1100 block of 

Jackson was the victim of elderly abuse.  The complainant believed that her elderly mother had been poisoned 

by a care taker and that her will had been altered by another family member.  The suspected poison is being 

processed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and there has been no documentation provided that can prove 

the will had been altered or any type of fraud occurred within the statute of limitations.  

 

20-00604- Residential Burglary 

On July 6, 2020 at 6:11PM River Forest Officers responded to the 300 block of Keystone in reference to a Ruse 

Residential Burglary.  Upon arrival the resident related that at approximately 5:00PM a male subject came to her 

door and told her that he was with the water department.  He advised the resident that he just left the neighbor’s 

residence and that he needed to check the color of her water to see if it was safe to drink.  The resident allowed 

the man inside, and he was talking on a two-way radio.  The male subject left and it was determined that the 

male distracted the resident while an unknown other subject entered the residence and took multiple belongings 

from inside.  The resident did not allow officers to process the residence for evidence due to fears of COVID-19, 

and there was no video surveillance.  Investigators disseminated a Critical Reach Bulletin but none of the leads 

provided probable cause for any suspects.  This case was Administratively Closed.   

 

20-00605-Information for Police 

On July 6, 2020 at approximately 8:02PM two female juveniles came to the River Forest Police Department to 

report that while they were in Keystone Park a male subject paid by the Park District to monitor the construction 

was staring at them in a way that made them uncomfortable.  The juveniles alleged that the male subject put his 

hand down his pants and moved it in a way that one of the juveniles who witnessed it stated that he was 

attempting to arouse himself.  The male subject was identified as a 47-year-old from River Forest.  The female 

juveniles’ fathers met with investigators and determined that both of the juveniles would participate in a 

Forensic Interview before they decide how to proceed with this case.  This is pending the decision from the 

juveniles’ guardians. 

 

20-00634, 20-00644 & 20-00646-Criminal Damage to Property 

On July 12, 2020 at 6:52PM a River Forest Officer responded to the Dominican University Priory Campus located 

at the 7200 block of Division in reference to a Criminal Damage to Property report.  Security related that multiple 

juvenile offenders entered the building without authority and sprayed the fire extinguishers which caused the 

fire alarm to be activated.  On July 13, 2020 three juveniles entered the building without authority and sprayed 

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 

Criminal Damage  3   

Criminal Damage  9   

Total (12) 0 12 0 0 
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the fire extinguishers once again.  On July 14, 2020 at 7:49PM a group of juveniles returned and damaged cellar 

doors on the building in an attempt to gain access.  Investigators spoke with the juveniles on scene with their 

parents, and later met with each of them to issue a total of nine (9) juveniles from Oak Park and River Forest 

Local Ordinance Citations for Disorderly Conduct. 

 

20-00480 & 20-00481- Criminal Damage to Property 

On June 8, 2020 at 7:15AM a River Forest Police Officer responded to Lincoln School located at 511 Park in 

reference to a Criminal Damage report.  School personnel reported that the basketball hoop on the playground 

had been damaged, and after review of the video surveillance it was determined that it occurred on June 6, 2020 

at approximately 5:25PM.  The school assistant principal was able to identify multiple juveniles from the video 

surveillance.  It was later determined that the same group of juveniles caused damage to the playground 

equipment at 401 Thatcher.  The juveniles who were identified were issued local ordinance citations. 

 

20-00656-Motor Vehicle Theft 

On July 18, 2020 at 7:54AM a River Forest resident in the 000 block of Thatcher related that his vehicle was taken 

from the driveway between July 17, 2020 at approximately 9:00PM and July 18 at 6:30AM.  The doors of the 

vehicle were unlocked and the keys were left inside of the vehicle.  The vehicle was recovered on July 18, 2020 

at approximately 10:00AM at O’Hare Airport.  Latent prints recovered on the exterior of the vehicle were 

examined by the Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center at Chicago and matched a 23-year-old male from 

Chicago who has multiple contacts for criminal activity in Oak Park and River Forest.  Other items from inside 

of the vehicle are still being examined at the crime lab and awaiting results.  This case is still pending. 

 

20-00666-Theft Under $500 

On July 20, 2020 at 8:04AM a resident located multiple packages in the 7200 block of Oak that were empty and 

had other residents’ addresses on them.  The resident also provided video surveillance of the suspect who 

discarded the packages, and the vehicle she used.  It was determined that one of the thefts occurred in the 700 

block of Ashland on July 18, 2020 at 7:48PM.  Investigators located the offending vehicle and it was towed.  The 

offender, a 22-year-old female from Chicago turned herself in, and provided a statement post Miranda to the 

Theft.  She was issued a local ordinance citation at the request of the victim.   

 

20-00675- Residential Burglary 

On July 22, 2020 at approximately 8:02PM River Forest Officers responded to the 500 block of Jackson in reference 

to a Residential Burglary.  A neighbor of the victim called the neighbor approximately ten (10) minutes prior to 

the officers arriving and stated that she was aware that the victims were out of town and observed a male subject 

exiting their residence carrying a bag.  The residents returned home and determined that electronics and jewelry 

was taken.  There are no serial numbers for the electronics and a check of LeadsOnline for the jewelry was 

negative.  Physical evidence is being examined at the Illinois State Forensic Science Center in Chicago for 

analysis.  This case is still pending. 
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20-00681-Fleeing and Eluding 

On July 24, 2020 at 3:03AM a River Forest Officer stopped a 2010 Jaguar for Aggravated Speeding.  When the 

officer approached the vehicle, it sped away at a high rate of speed, and disregarded multiple traffic control 

devices.  Investigators searched for the vehicle multiple times without locating it.  This case is still pending. 

 

20-00682-Theft Under $500 

On July 24, 2020 at 9:32AM a victim of a theft came to the lobby to report that on July 23, 2020 at 11:45AM her 

wallet was taken from her shopping cart while she was inside of the Jewel/Osco located at 7525 Lake St.  The 

unknown offenders used her credit cards at multiple stores, and investigators obtained a license plate from 

village street cameras.  A suspect was identified but the victim was unable to identify him in a photographic 

lineup.  Investigators will still search for the offending vehicle since it was used in the commission of this Theft, 

and one other where the victim did not want to pursue criminal charges. 

 

20-00684, 20-00685 & 20-00686-Burglary from Motor Vehicle 

On July 24, 2020 between 3:34PM and 4:07PM unknown offenders went into the rear of work trucks/trailers and 

took tools or lawn equipment from within.  The vehicles were in the 7700 block of Greenfield, 1000 block of 

Harlem, and the 800 block of Bonnie Brae.  One of the victim’s obtained a license plate for the offending vehicle 

which was reported stolen.  The vehicle was recovered in Chicago, and investigators spoke to the registered 

owner of the vehicle who did not have any involvement and there was no physical evidence inside.  A check of 

LeadsOnline for the items was negative.  These cases were Administratively Closed. 

 

20-00692-Burglary 

On July 25, 2020 at 8:17AM the contractor at 800 Harlem reported that at an unknown date and time an unknown 

person entered the construction site and took numerous tools.  The exact loss is unknown, there are no serial 

numbers, and the company has yet to provide video surveillance.  There are no leads, and this case is 

Administratively Closed. 
 

Old Cases 

 

20-00327-Financial Exploitation of the Elderly 

On July 23, 2020 the offender in this case, a 39-year-old female from Oak Park was arrested and charged with 

Financial Exploitation of the Elderly. 

 

20-00461-Hate Crime 

This case was heard in front of a Grand Jury and a True Bill was given. 

 

20-00083 & 20-00539-Bank Robbery and Aggravated Robbery 

On July 30, 2020 investigators along with members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation searched for the 

suspect in both of these cases.  Intelligence of his potential whereabouts was obtained but the suspect has not 

been located.  The FBI has obtained an arrest warrant for him. 
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Training 
 

During the month of July 2020, three (3) officers attended different training classes for a total of forty (40) hours 

of training. The Department members, courses, and total number of hours included in the course are detailed 

below. 

 

Officer Name Course Title Start End Hours 

Cassidy Breachpoint 07/08/2020 07/08/2020 8 

Humphreys De-Escalation and Smarter Policing 07/23/2020 07/23/2020 8 

Pickens Tactical Police Driving 07/06/2020 07/08/2020 24 

Totals    40 

 

Sergeant Czernik and Officer Humphreys completed In-Service instruction in TASER recertification on July 27-

28, 2020 while officers were on-duty. 

 

Officer Name Course Title Start End Hours 

Casey TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Cassidy TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Eberling TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Fields TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Heneghan TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Sheehan TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Spears TASER Recertification 07/27/2020 07/27/2020 1 

Balaguer TASER Recertification 07/28/2020 07/28/2020 1 

Ostrowski TASER Recertification 07/28/2020 07/28/2020 1 

Pluto TASER Recertification 07/28/2020 07/28/2020 1 

Tagle TASER Recertification 07/28/2020 07/28/2020 1 

Totals    11 

 

During this month, most scheduled training courses were canceled due to the ongoing pandemic.  Officers 

continued to complete online training. 

 

Department members completed online Police Law Institute training. Department members also completed 

online training. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

DATE:  August 4, 2020 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM:  John Anderson, Director of Public Works  

 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report – July 2020 
  
 
Executive Summary 
 

In the month of July, the Department of Public Works continued with summer operations while 
placing an emphasis on sewer jetting/televising, street sweeping, tree removals and ash tree 
injections.  The Village Street Improvement Program (SIP) began in July.  The SIP is designed to 
maintain and improve the condition of our streets.  The SIP consists of resurfacing the asphalt 
roadway in various locations throughout the Village on an as-needed basis. At times, portions 
of the adjacent curb and sidewalk are also replaced as part of this project.  This year’s project 
includes the resurfacing of the following streets:  Oak Ave (Thatcher to Bonnie Brae), Quick Ave 
(Lathrop to Bonnie Brae), Jackson Ave (Lake to Quick), Jackson Ave (Chicago to Augusta), 
Monroe Ave (Lake to Oak), Franklin Ave (Oak to Chicago), Keystone Ave (Chicago to Thomas), 
and Forest Ave (Chicago to Thomas).  A contract was awarded and a pre-construction meeting 
was held for the 2019 & 2020 water main improvement projects.  The 2019 project will consist 
of water main replacement on Keystone Avenue from Lake Street to Hawthorne Avenue and 
on Franklin Avenue from Central Avenue to Hawthorne Avenue. These important locations 
were identified in a recent Village-wide study. The Keystone Avenue main is currently 
undersized and does not continue south under the railroad tracks. The portion of water main 
on Franklin Avenue is also undersized. Replacement of these water mains will dramatically 
increase the amount of water that is able to flow between the pump station and the water 
tower.  The 2020 project will consist of water main replacement on Thomas, Augusta and Iowa, 
between Thatcher and Forest. These three locations were identified in a recent Village-wide 
study. By installing new water mains on these blocks, the flow of water in this region of the 
Village will be vastly improved. 

 
Public Works items approved/discussed by the Village Board of Trustees in July: 
 

 Amend Title 9-3 of the Village Code – Ordinance (Modifications Associated with 2020 
Commuter Parking Study) 

 Award of Bid and Contract to Swallow Construction Corp. in the amount of $603,992.50 
for Water Main Improvement Projects 

 Award of Bid and Contract to A Lamp Concrete Contractors Inc. in the amount of 
$189,362.00 for the Thatcher Avenue Alley Improvements Project 
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Sustainability Commission Meeting Items 
 

 Welcome Cary McLean 

 RFSC 2020 Plan with focus on proposed program responsibilities 

 RFSC Meeting Calendar 

 River Forest Tree Trails 

 New RFSC Google site for file sharing 
 
Engineering Division Summary 
 

 Reviewed 12 grading plan permit submittals   

 Conducted monthly Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) inspection 

 Continued to coordinate development project at Chicago and Harlem  

 Continued to coordinate Geographic Information System (GIS) improvements through 

the Village’s consultant (MGP) and attended a training webinar on new GIS software 

 Completed all work associated with the 2020 Sewer Lining Improvements 

 Substantial completion of all work associated with the 2020 Curb and Sidewalk 

Improvements 

 Notified all residents associated with the 2020 Pavement Preservation Project 

 Began construction on the 2020 Street Improvement Project 

 Began identification of locations for the 2020 Street Improvement Project 

 Awarded a contract and held a pre-construction meeting for the 2019 & 2020 Water 

Main Improvement Projects 

 Awarded a contract and held a pre-construction meeting for the Thatcher Avenue Alley 

Reconstruction Project 

 Issued a RFP and received proposals for the reconstruction design of multiple green 

alleys 

 Attended the (virtual) West Central Municipal Conference  

 Continued to coordinate the CMAP Pavement Management Program Project 

 
Public Works – Operations 

The following is a summary of utility locate requests received from JULIE (Joint Utility Locating 
Information for Excavators) and work orders (streets, forestry, water, sewer, etc.) that were 
received and processed during the past 12 months:     
 

 Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July 

Utility Locates 311 206 155 77 55 40 28 56 165 232 160 180 

Work Orders 46 28 64 44 23 14 5 6 19 35 93 64 

 
Water and Sewer 
Monthly Pumpage:  July’s average daily pumpage of 1.93 million gallons (MG) is higher than July’s 
average of 1.68 MG in 2019. 
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On 7/2 the generator at the pumping station was serviced for preventative maintenance. 
 
The lead/copper sampling bottles were delivered to the 30 residents by Dan R. under the 
requirement of the IEPA on 7/6.   
 
A hydrant repair was performed on 7/8 on an Eddy hydrant at 546 Keystone.  Ken replaced the 
flange on the hydrant that was it by a vehicle.  All parts were intact and the hydrant operated 
flawlessly. 
 
The Village wide valve turning program was performed by Dan R. 42 valves were cycled in the 
month of July. 
 
On 7/31 a water main break occurred at 206 Franklin.  The repair was completed by Suburban 
General Construction. 
 
The Water Division personnel performed these additional tasks in July: 

 Responded to 354 service calls 

 Installed 4 meters 

 Exercised 46 valves 
 
 
Streets and Forestry 
Staff in the Streets and Forestry division focused heavily on sewer cleaning & televising, street 
sweeping and ash tree injections.  These are the details of the tasks performed frequently in the 
month of July: 
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Description of Work Performed Quantity 

Street Sweeping (curb miles) 242 

Sign Repairs/Fabrication 9 

Sewer Jetting (linear ft.) 8,002 

Sewer Televising (linear ft.) 8,056 

Inlet/Catch Basin Cleaning 1 

Trees Removed 79 

Ash Tree Injections 47 

 



 
 
   
     

              MEMORANDUM                        
 

TO:  Eric J. Palm 

    Village Administrator 

 

                          Kurt Bohlmann 
FROM: Kurt Bohlmann 

  Fire Chief  

 

DATE:  August 6 2020 

 

   SUBJECT: Monthly Report – July – 2020 

 

The Fire Department responded to 160 calls during the month of July. This is below our average 

number of calls in comparison to 2019. We experienced 7 fire related calls for the month. 

Emergency Medical Service calls represented 54% of our response activity for the month of July. 

 

Incident Group Count 

100 – Fire 7 

200 – Rupture/Explosion 0 

300 – Rescue/EMS 86 

400 – Hazardous Condition 3 

500 – Service Calls 10 

600 – Good Intent 23 

700 – False Alarm  31 

800 – Severe Weather 0 

900 – Special Incidents 0 

 

 

 

The Fire Department continues to provide safe service in River Forest despite exposure to 

numerous possible or confirmed cases of COVID-19.  Despite the increasing number of contacts 

recently, none of our personnel has contracted the virus.  We will continue to use the PPE protocols 

we have put in place. 

 

 

 



P a g e  | 2 

 
 
The River Forest Fire Department has been testing fire hydrants recently. We flush and test every 

fire hydrant in the Village annually. This is an important process to remove any sediment that may 

be in the line and to ensure all hydrants are in working order in case of a fire. Water discoloration 

may occur during hydrant flushing, however, the discoloration is harmless. Running water from a 

fixture in the lowest section of your home until clear will correct this problem. Please avoid doing 

laundry or using a dishwasher until water runs clear. 

 

  
 

We have continued the suspension of public education projects, including station tours, through 

July.  We began offering CPR classes by the end of July. 

 

The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners will be administering the testing process for entry 

level Firefighter/Paramedic in August at Dominican University.  We currently have one vacant 

position.  

   

 

 

Incidents of Interest 

 

River Forest Fire Department responded to a dumpster fire in River Forest. Crew successfully 

extinguished the fire and flooded the dumpster with foam.        
  
          See details below. 
 

Suppression Activities 

 

For the month of July, we responded to 160 emergency calls, which is below our average amount 

of calls. Of this total, 7 were fire related incidents. Four of these fire incidents occurred in River 

Forest.  The other three fire incidents occurred outside of River Forest. 

 

The first incident was a dumpster fire in River Forest. Our crew put out the fire and flooded the 

dumpster with foam.  We talked with a bystander who stated that a neighbor threw some 
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fireworks in the garbage just prior to the fire. Our crew turned the scene over to the police that 

were on the scene. The incident resulted in a property loss of $1,300. 
 

The second incident was a cooking fire in River Forest. Our crew responded to 414 Clinton Place 

for a structure fire. Upon arrival, we found nothing showing on all four exterior sides of the 

building. After connecting the front suction to the hydrant, smoke was found in the 4th floor 

hallway. The door to Unit 401 was open and burnt food was found. PPV fans were needed. 

Command found the owner of Unit 401 in the lobby, she was making hard boiled eggs on the 

stove when she went to the grocery store. She was called by a neighbor who stated she heard a 

smoke detector going on/off in her unit. Prior to the arrival of the fire department, someone 

entered the unit and removed the pot. The crew was told that a board member had entered the 

unit prior the Fire Department's arrival. Two PPV fans were used to ventilate the unit. The other 

floors of the building were investigated for smoke in the hallways. Nothing was found. Unit 401 

and the 4th floor hallway were cleared of smoke after using the fans. The windows in 401 were 

closed and locked. The homeowner was informed that her smoke detector needed to be replaced 

because of its age. The smoke detector was checked and it was working. RFFD returned in-

service. The incident resulted in a content loss of $100. 
 
The third incident was a building fire in Oak Park. RFFD responded mutual aid and was assigned 

RIT.  FFPM Bencik and FFPM Seablom placed a 20-foot ground ladder to the rear of the 

building. Our crew was reassigned to overhaul on the second floor. No fire damage was observed 

on the second floor. We opened windows for ventilation on the second floor. Two firefighters 

from 219 went to the third floor and performed overhaul and helped pull lines up to the third 

floor. Lt. Smith, FFPM Viera, and a Berwyn firefighter removed three cages with live rats and 

gerbils and returned them to the owner. Truck 219 was released by Command 620. Truck 219 

returned in-service. 
 

The fourth incident was a waste fire in River Forest. RFFD was called to extinguish firework 

debris burning in the street by using a pressurized water extinguisher. 
 
The other three fires were cooking fires that caused no damage. One of these occurred in River 

Forest, one in Forest Park, and the other one in Elmwood Park. 
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Training  
 

This month the department participated in various training activities such as: 

 
 Inspections were started again 

 Probationary FF/PM Rouse continuing his familiarization of Fire Department and 

procedures. He has also been driving 215 and familiarizing himself with routes to 

hospitals 

 All shifts continued annual service testing of hose 

 All shifts started annual hydrant flowing and testing 

 FF/PM Zipperich taught CPR to WSCDC employees 

 FM Wiley conducted a fire inspection class with all 3 shifts 

 FF/PM’s A. Howe, Seablom, McKenna, Buchholz and Basa have started driver’s 

training on 219. 
 

 

 

Paramedic Activity  

 

We responded to 86 EMS calls for the month of July, which is below our monthly average number 

of EMS calls. A detailed EMS report was not available in time to be included in this report. 

 

 

 

Fire Prevention   

 

During the month of July, the Fire Prevention Bureau conducted 14 regular inspections and 28 

company inspections.  There were 72 violations noted and 37 violations corrected.  Fire Prevention 

performed 4 plan reviews. 

 

A detailed monthly Fire prevention report is available for review.  



                   MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date:    August 3, 2020 
 
To:    Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From:      Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:    Expenditures –July 2020 
 

 
Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from July 1‐31, 2020.  The total payments made for the period, including payrolls, are as follows:     

 
 
Requested Board Actions:   

1. Motion to Approve the July 2020 Accounts Payable and Payroll transactions totaling $1,604,347.26. 

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED JULY 31, 2020

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 552,626.24$       390,982.23$   943,608.47$       
Water & Sewer Fund 02 553,693.14         46,716.10       600,409.24         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 -                       -                   -                       
Debt Service 05 -                       -                   -                       
Capital Equip Replacement 13 1,700.00              -                   1,700.00              
Capital Improvement Fund 14 55,282.65           -                   55,282.65           
Economic Development Fund 16 1,072.00              -                   1,072.00              
TIF-Madison 31 2,274.90              -                   2,274.90              
TIF-North 32 -                       -                   -                       
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 -                       -                   -                       

  Total Village Expenditures 1,166,648.93$    437,698.33$   1,604,347.26$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
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Village of River Forest 
 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
Fiscal Year 2021 through July 31, 2020 

 

 
 

This report includes financial information for Fiscal Year 2021 through July 31, 2020 which represents 25.00% 
of the fiscal year. A revenue and expenditure report by fund and account and an investment report for July 
2020 are attached.  

GENERAL FUND 

   

Revenues 
Fiscal year-to-date revenue collections are at 19.30%.  Property Tax Revenue is at 15.30%.  Collections on 
the 2nd installment of the 2019 levy began in July but with the due date extended until October 1st receipts 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

REVENUES
Taxes
  Property Taxes $6,702,507 $1,025,515 15.30%
  General Sales Taxes 1,870,834 440,032 23.52%
  Non Home Rule Sales Tax 845,232 151,273 17.90%
  Utility Taxes 606,462 124,302 20.50%
  Restaurant Tax 164,877 26,617 16.14%
  Telecommunications Tax 219,348 57,599 26.26%
  Real Estate Transfer Tax 118,295 32,952 27.86%
  Cannabis State Excise Tax 4,500 1,479 32.87%
Intergovernmental Revenue
  Personal Property Replacement Tax 177,760 42,236 23.76%
  Use Tax 396,606 100,497 25.34%
  State Income Taxes 1,173,060 293,194 24.99%
Licenses and Permits 1,268,855 416,697 32.84%
Charges for Services
  Garbage Collections 1,120,195 259,056 23.13%
  Other Charges for Services 786,605 71,693 9.11%
Fines 276,539 43,827 15.85%
Investment Income 136,712 16,077 11.76%
Grants and Contributions 47,861 21,526 44.98%
Miscellaneous Revenues 427,945 29,389 6.87%
  TOTAL REVENUES $16,344,193 $3,153,961 19.30%

EXPENDITURES
Administration 1,581,114$     375,607$        23.76%
E911 167,976 38,964 23.20%
Boards & Commissions 49,464 10,510 21.25%
Building and Development 505,401 95,689 18.93%
Legal Services 162,000 28,088 17.34%
Police Department 6,656,454 1,233,545 18.53%
Fire Department 4,802,708 976,823 20.34%
Public Works 2,843,324 493,083 17.34%
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $16,768,441 $3,252,309 19.40%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE ($424,248) ($98,348)

2021

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Fiscal Year 2021 through July 31, 2020
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are less than expected for July.  Sales tax and non-home rule sales tax revenues are for the months of February, 
March and April.  We are beginning to see the effects that COVID 19 has had on some of these revenues, 
especially non-home rule sales tax receipts and will continue to watch them.  Restaurant tax revenues are 
lower due to many of the food establishments being forced to close or reduce services due to COVID 19.  Other 
tax revenue collections are as projected.    We will continue to monitor and make adjustments to the budget 
if needed.  Real estate transfer tax revenue is higher due to the timing of real estate sales.  Utility tax payments 
are typically elevated during the warmer summer (electric) and cooler winter (gas) months and vary based on 
weather conditions.  The Village began receiving tax revenue from the Cannabis State Excise taxes back in 
March of 2020.  As of January 1, 2020, municipalities will receive a portion of the tax revenues generated by 
the sale of cannabis.  These revenues are to be used for public safety.   
 
Income tax receipts are lower than last year at this time but this was expected and can be adjusted when a 
better projection is determined.   The payment received in May is for April 2020 collections which is normally 
the highest revenue month.  License and permit revenue includes spring building permit activity.  
 
Expenditures 
Expenditures are at 19.40% of the budgeted amount. Salaries and benefits, with the exception of overtime, 
include payment for services rendered through the end of the month.    Other expenditures are slightly lower 
because there is about a month lag between the time that goods are received or services are performed, and 
when the vendor payment is made for the goods or services. Payments made in May for goods received and 
services performed prior to May 1st were posted to the prior fiscal year.   
 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 

   
 

Water and Sewer revenues are low because they include lower early spring consumption.  Overall expenses 
appear slightly lower due to the delay in receiving and paying invoices for commodities and contractual 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

Operating Revenues
Permit Fees 18,820$       4,150$         22.05%
Water Sales 3,224,702 655,951 20.34%
Sewer Sales 1,934,052 426,041 22.03%
Water Penalties 31,867 2,652 8.32%
Miscellaneous 45,135 10,740 23.80%

Total Operating Revenues 5,254,576$   1,099,534$   20.93%

Operating Expenses
Salaries and Benefits 1,238,435$   305,836$     24.70%
Contractual Services 620,173 110,515 17.82%
Water From Chicago 1,602,515 274,504 17.13%
Materials and Supplies 103,756 7,910 7.62%
Depreciation/Debt Service 1,272,146 458,573 36.05%
Transfer to CERF 112,552 18,759 16.67%

Operating Expenses including Depreciation 4,949,577$   1,176,097$   23.76%
Operating Revenues over Operating Exp 304,999$     (76,563)$      
Capital Improvements (1,195,500)$  (95,709)$      8.01%
Total Revenues over Expenses (890,501)$    (172,272)$    

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Net Position
Fiscal Year 2021 through July 31, 2020

2021
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services.  Personnel expenses are about on target. There is a one-month lag in payments to the City of 
Chicago for FY 2021 water usage. Debt Service expenses include the payment on the IEPA loan.    
 
 

REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES VS. BUDGET – OTHER FUNDS 
 

  
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 

 
 

 
JULY 2020 FINANCE ACTIVITIES 

 
1. The fieldwork for the audit of the Village’s Fiscal Year 2020 financial statements was conducted.  Staff 

gathered requested materials and responded to inquiries. This year all fieldwork was conducted offsite 
due to the COVID 19 pandemic.     

2. Police and Firefighters Pension Fund meetings were held.  The Firefighters’ Pension Fund reviewed the 
draft actuarial reports presented by Lauterbach & Amen.  Final versions will be approved at the next 
meeting.  The Police Pension Board reviewed the draft actuarial reports presented by Lauterbach & Amen 
and prefers a different interest rate assumption and is going to request the annual contribution 
requirement based on a 6.75% rate of return rather than 7.0% from the actuary.  The final report will 
provide both calculations.   

3. The IRMA Revenue Base Worksheet was prepared. 
4. The Finance Director, Assistant Finance Director and the Fire Chief met to review and continue to prepare 

the documents needed for submission to FEMA for reimbursement for COVID 19 expenditures.   
5. Finance staff took part in training for the new GIS platform.    

Revenues
Fund 2021 2021 % 2021 2021 %

# Fund Budget YTD Actual Rec Budget YTD Actual Exp
03 Motor Fuel Tax 500,581$    332,270$    66.38% 711,936$    -$              0.00%
05 Debt Service Fund 276,123$    40,693$      14.74% 267,681$    -$              0.00%
13 Cap Equipmnt Replcmnt 718,681$    153,763$    21.40% 646,324$    1,920$        0.30%
14 Capital Improvement 984,785$    190,397$    19.33% 1,576,330$ 81,018$      5.14%
16 Economic Development 0$              15$            0.00% 50,000$      4,626$        9.25%
31 TIF-Madison 156,251$    124,275$    79.54% 84,418$      2,456$        2.91%
32 TIF-North 26,000$      42$            0.16% 17,000$      -$              0.00%

35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 4,000$        709$          17.73% 275,000$    -$              0.00%

Expenditures

Cash and IMET
Fund Money Convenience

# Fund Markets Fund Investments Total

1 General 2,383,066$         19,815$         1,730,116$     4,132,997$       
3 Motor Fuel Tax 737,190$           -$                 150,000$        887,190$          
5 Debt Service Fund 232,922$           34,297$         -$                 267,219$          
13 Capital Equip Replacement 1,007,525$         237,018$        2,834,060$     4,078,603$       
14 Capital Improvement 194,019$           239$              729,400$        923,658$          
16 Economic Development Fund 45,727$             -$                 -$                 45,727$            
31 TIF-Madison Street 221,491$           -$                 -$                 221,491$          
32 TIF- North Avenue 33,474$             -$                 -$                 33,474$            
35 Infrastructure Imp Bond Fun 521,421$           -$                 -$                 521,421$          
2 Water & Sewer 1,115,187$         177,026$        252,080$        1,544,293$       

Total 6,492,022$      468,395$     5,695,656$ 12,656,073$  























































                              Through 07/31/2020
                              Fiscal Year 2021 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2019-18 KS State Bank - Kansas State 01.860% 8/30/2019 8/31/2020 $245,300.00 $245,300.00 $245,300.0001

2019-22 Texas Capital Bank 01.900% 10/9/2019 10/9/2020 $245,600.00 $245,600.00 $245,600.0001

2019-23 CIBC Bank USA 01.850% 10/31/2019 10/30/2020 $245,700.00 $245,700.00 $245,700.0001

2019-17 Bank 7 02.225% 7/30/2019 1/20/2021 $241,800.00 $241,800.00 $241,800.0001

2020-02 America Express 01.250% 3/31/2020 3/31/2021 $246,000.00 $246,000.00 $247,884.3601

2019-19 Ally Bank 01.750% 10/9/2019 10/18/2021 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $251,847.1301

2019-26 Sallie Mae Bank/Salt Lake 01.700% 11/13/2019 11/15/2021 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $251,984.9501

$1,730,116.44

2020-04 Pinnacle Bank 01.150% 4/21/2020 10/21/2021 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $252,080.1302

$252,080.13

2019-05 First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust 02.933% 3/12/2019 3/11/2021 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $150,000.0003

$150,000.00

2019-08 Western Alliance Bank/Torrey 02.430% 5/8/2019 10/29/2020 $241,000.00 $241,000.00 $241,000.0013

2018-31 Citibank 03.000% 12/21/2018 12/21/2020 $246,237.36 $246,000.00 $248,887.3013

2020-01 Royal Business Bank 01.638% 1/29/2020 1/28/2021 $245,900.00 $245,900.00 $245,900.0013

2019-06 FHLB 01.500% 3/1/2019 2/4/2021 $597,810.00 $600,000.00 $604,290.0013

2019-25 CFG Community Bank 01.893% 10/9/2019 4/1/2021 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $243,000.0013

2020-03 Bank of China 01.150% 4/22/2020 4/22/2021 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $248,872.2613

2019-27 Morgan Stanley 01.750% 11/29/2019 11/29/2021 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $252,293.2113

Page 1



                              Through 07/31/2020
                              Fiscal Year 2021 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2019-28 BMW Bank North America 01.700% 11/29/2019 11/29/2021 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $252,128.4613

2020-05 Servisfirst Bank, Fl 00.700% 6/9/2020 12/1/2021 $245,100.00 $245,100.00 $245,100.0013

2019-29 Morgan stanley Private Bank 01.750% 12/26/2019 12/27/2021 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $252,588.8713

$2,834,060.10

2019-21 Eaglebank 01.950% 10/9/2019 10/9/2020 $245,500.00 $245,500.00 $245,500.0014

2020-06 Third Coast Bank 00.500% 6/30/2020 12/28/2020 $249,300.00 $249,300.00 $249,300.0014

2019-04 Pacific Western Bank 03.300% 2/6/2019 2/8/2021 $234,600.00 $234,600.00 $234,600.0014

$729,400.00

$5,695,656.67
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Date: August 10, 2020 
 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
Village Board of Trustees 

 
From:    Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 

Subj: Village Administrator’s Report 
 

 
Upcoming Meetings (all meetings are at Village Hall unless otherwise noted) 
  Tuesday, August 11 7:00 PM Sustainability Commission Meeting 
  Wednesday, August 12 7:00 PM Age Friendly Advisory Ad Hoc Committee 
   Thursday, August 13 7:30 PM Zoning Board of Appeals 

    Friday, August 14 7:30 AM Economic Development Commission Meeting 
    Monday, August 17 7:00 PM Committee of the Whole Meeting – Cancelled  
    Tuesday, August 18 7:00 PM Plan Commission Meeting – Cancelled  
    Thursday, August 20 7:30 PM  Development Review Board Meeting  
    Monday, August 24 7:00 PM Village Board of Trustees Meeting – Cancelled  
    Wednesday, August 26 6:00 PM Board of Fire and Police Commissioners Meeting 
    Thursday, August 27 7:00 PM Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
    Thursday, September 3 7:30 PM Development Review Board Meeting 
   Monday, September 7 ALL DAY Village Hall Closed – Labor Day Holiday 

    Tuesday, September 8 7:00 PM Sustainability Commission Meeting 
    Wednesday, September 9 7:00 PM Age Friendly Advisory Ad Hoc Committee 
    Thursday, September 10 7:30 PM Zoning Board of Appeals 
    Friday, September 11 7:30 AM Economic Development Commission Meeting 
    Monday, September 14 7:00 PM Village Board of Trustees Meeting 
Recent Payments of >$10,000 

In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and $20,000 that 
have occurred since the last Board meeting: 

 
Vendor Amount Description 

Klein Thorpe and Jenkins $13,204 Legal consulting 
Roy Strom Refuse Removal $13,109   Street sweeping and tree debris 
West Suburban Consolidated Dispatch $10,877   Monthly contribution – 911 dispatching 
Forest Preserve District of Cook County $12,000   Annual license fee 2021 
Client First Consulting Group $18,391   IT consulting 
MOE Funds $14,592   Public Works health insurance 

 
New Business Licenses:  
 

Butter Cream Flour LLC  801 Clinton (home-based) Home kitchen operation 

MEMORANDUM 



Chibrowtique 7367 North Beauty shop 
Jilly’s Jerky Snacks 349 Ashland (RF Kitchen) Retail beef jerky snacks 

 
Thank you. 



MEMORANDUM 
 

 
DATE:  August 10, 2020 
 
TO: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM:  John Anderson, Director of Public Works 

 
SUBJECT: Planning for Stormwater Improvements 
    
 
Issue:   
Extreme rain events appear to be occurring more regularly and with higher intensities.  The 
Village's sewer conveyance system collects runoff from roofs, driveways, sidewalks, streets and 
parking lots, transporting it safely to either the MWRD combined sewer system or the Des Plaines 
river if it falls within the Northside Stormwater Management Project (NSMP) area.  The 
management of stormwater and the sewer conveyance system is critical to reducing flood risks 
and property damage.  Residents can experience negative stormwater impacts through sewer 
backups, groundwater seepage, and yard flooding.   
 
Background:    
The Village has over 33 miles of combined sewer and over 3 miles of storm sewer within Village 
right-of way locations.  A combined sewer carries both sanitary discharge from plumbing fixtures 
and stormwater from Village streets.  A storm sewer only collects stormwater and conveys 
stormwater.  Some of the existing combined sewer infrastructure has been supplemented with 
relief sewers (additional sewers running parallel to the combined sewer system) in order to 
handle additional stormwater during heavy rain events.  These relief sewers are located in areas 
mostly in the south side of the Village including along Quick Ave., Lake St., Washington Blvd., the 
southern portion of Lathrop Ave., the southern section of Thatcher Ave., Madison St., and other 
side streets in the southern portion of the Village.  The Northside Stormwater Management 
Project (NSMP) provided dedicated storm sewer which drains into the Des Plaines river to provide 
significant relief to the adjacent combined sewer system during rain events.   NSMP Phase 2 has 
been designed and a grant submission through the MWRD for construction is currently under 
review.  Residents in the Phase 2 area benefitted from Phase 1 and recent improvements in 
Elmwood Park, which also separated a portion of their sewer system which previously fed into a 
shared MWRD sewer line on North Avenue. 
 
In order to regularly maintain and keep the existing sewer system in good working order, Public 
Works staff regularly cleans and televises the sewer system and has an annual sewer lining 
program which reinforces the sewers structural integrity.  To date approximately 30% of the 
combined sewers have been lined.  Residents are also given the opportunity to participate in the 
basement protection program.  This program provides a reimbursement to homeowners who 
install an overhead sewer system or a backflow prevention system on their property to prevent 



sewer backups in their home.   
 
Improvements to infrastructure take on different forms.  While sewer relining and projects like 
NSMP certainly move the needle, the Village has also made a concerted effort to incorporate 
more permeable solutions into planned street, parking lot and alley projects.  This can be seen 
with the recently installed rain gardens along Chicago Ave., the West Thatcher commuter parking 
lot and the ongoing permeable paver alleys that are constructed on an annual basis. 
 
Chicago Ave. rain gardens: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Permeable paver alleys: 
 

 
 
 
The Village’s combined system is over 100 years old and is not designed to modern day best 
practices.  The Village has made improvements to its stormwater infrastructure, but to continue 
to make improvements for the long-term the Village should consider creating a master 
stormwater plan to further guide it in this area.   
 
What is a Stormwater Master Plan? 
 
In terms of examining all aspects of the sewer conveyance infrastructure and determining the 
most appropriate areas in need of infrastructure improvement, it may be in the Village’s best 
interest to pursue a stormwater master plan.  A stormwater master plan will analyze all 
stormwater impacts to Village stakeholders and prioritize the potential projects and programs to 
implement.  This can be done in several ways: 

1. A hydraulic model of the sewer system can be developed that can serve as a platform to 
better define needs and consider cost-effective solutions. 

2. Reflect Public Works staff efforts to maintain and preserve the existing sewer system through 
asset management, sewer lining, catch basin cleaning and street sweeping, sewer cleaning 
and televising, and point repairs. 

3. Prioritize and recommend infrastructure projects for the Capital Improvement Plan. 

4. Recommend potential changes to stormwater regulations, fees, residential grant programs 
to further reduce the negative impacts of stormwater on Village infrastructure and local 
properties.  These changes could include: 

a. Additional Stormwater Ordinance Regulations – on March 11, 2019, Village staff 
presented proposed changes to the stormwater ordinance.  While some changes were 
approved and ultimately implemented, there were additional regulations discussed 



that were not adopted.  These additional regulations involved stormwater 
requirements that would be implemented on all properties conducting some form of 
development work (including single-family residential properties) if certain “triggers” 
were met.  Given recent flooding events, the Board may wish to revisit this 
conversation and potentially implement additional stormwater requirements beyond 
those that are currently within the ordinance.  
 

b. Stormwater Utility – The Board may wish to discuss implementation of a Stormwater 
Utility. Creation of a Stormwater Utility would enable the Village to implement a fee 
to property owners which could then be used solely for improvements designed to 
improve stormwater conditions throughout the Village.  Fees are typically based on 
impervious coverage of a given property, however, it could also take the form of a flat 
fee based on the property zoning/usage.  A third option would be to charge a fee 
when a property is developed, based on new impervious areas added to a site. 
 

c. Identification of Localized Areas Subject to Flooding – Most residential areas in River 
Forest that experience localized flooding are not within the mapped floodplain.  As a 
result, development within these areas is regulated no differently than all other areas 
in the Village.  To reduce impacts to these localized areas that are susceptible to 
flooding, the Village may wish to have a study performed to identify these low-lying 
areas so that more stringent building regulations could be put in place with the goal 
of reducing impacts to a known issue. 
 

d. Stormwater Grants – Similar to the way the Village offers a subsidy program to help 
mitigate sewer back-up, the Board may wish to discuss a similar program to help 
residents mitigate impacts due to at-grade stormwater accumulation (yard flooding). 
Since the flooding event in May this year, numerous residents have expressed interest 
in a program such as this.  Staff recently reached out to the Center for Neighborhood 
Technologies (CNT) regarding an existing partnership program called RainReady that 
could serve this purpose and it appears that it is something that the Village would be 
able to implement if desired, pending dedicated funding.  

The overall purpose of a stormwater master plan is to identify projects, programs, and initiatives 
that will reduce flooding conditions within the Village by the most cost effective means and at 
the appropriate level of protection.  By addressing and prioritizing all potential projects and 
programs related to stormwater through a master plan, the Village will be able to pursue items 
in a more comprehensive manner. 
 
Here are some examples of stormwater master plans and related documents for other 
communities: 
 
Village of Libertyville: https://www.libertyville.com/DocumentCenter/View/19812/Master-Plan-
Report-May-2019-compiled 
 
Village of Deer Park: https://www.villageofdeerpark.com/304/Stormwater-Master-Plan 

https://www.libertyville.com/DocumentCenter/View/19812/Master-Plan-Report-May-2019-compiled
https://www.libertyville.com/DocumentCenter/View/19812/Master-Plan-Report-May-2019-compiled
https://www.villageofdeerpark.com/304/Stormwater-Master-Plan


 
 
Village of Northbrook: https://www.northbrook.il.us/DocumentCenter/View/2373/Master-
Stormwater-Management-Plan 
 
With localized flooding occurring throughout various parts of the Village, it can be difficult to 
manage them effectively without analyzing the issue on a global scale.  Not unlike the Village’s 
Capital Improvement Plan, a Stormwater Master Plan would allow the Village to analyze a 
comprehensive, multi-year outlook that would help identify potential funding sources, identify 
and prioritize improvement projects and ensure the most efficient use of available funds.  Should 
the priorities of the Village change over time as it relates to stormwater, the Stormwater Master 
Plan can be updated accordingly.  This approach is considered to be the most effective way to 
ensure that all facets of the Village continue to work in a cohesive manner toward the goal of 
improving stormwater management - for the betterment of those that are adversely impacted 
by it. 
 
The next steps in the process to pursue a Stormwater Master Plan includes the creation of a 
Request for Qualifications/Request for Proposals (RFQ/RFP) for qualified stormwater engineering 
firms to provide submittals for the creation of a Stormwater Master Plan.  The estimated time to 
create the RFQ/RFP is two to three months.  Based on research into Stormwater Master Plans 
created for other municipalities the estimated cost for a Stormwater Master Plan is between 
$140,000 and $180,000.  Once a selection is made and approved by the Village Board, the amount 
of time for an engineering firm to complete the Master Plan final report is approximately 12 
months. 
 

https://www.northbrook.il.us/DocumentCenter/View/2373/Master-Stormwater-Management-Plan
https://www.northbrook.il.us/DocumentCenter/View/2373/Master-Stormwater-Management-Plan


Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: August 5, 2020 
 
To: Village President Catherine Adduci and the Village Board of Trustees   
  
From:  Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator  
 
Subj:  Update: Village Response to COVID-19 
 

 
Issue:  Village Staff will provide the Village Board of Trustees with an update on efforts to 
respond to the continued COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Request for Board Action:  This matter is for discussion only; no Village Board action is 
requested.  



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: August 5, 2020 
 
To: Village President Catherine Adduci and the Village Board of Trustees   
  
From:  Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator  
 
Subj:  Update: Art/Murals in River Forest  
 

 
Issue:  Village Staff have been approached by various individuals regarding opportunities for 
public art and wall murals in River Forest.  Village Staff will provide an update to the Village 
Board of Trustees regarding these matters, including a recent request.  
 
Request for Board Action:  This matter is for discussion only; no Village Board action is 
requested.  



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: August 5, 2020 
 
To: Village President Catherine Adduci and the Village Board of Trustees   
  
From:  Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator  
 
Subj:  Update: Building Permit Software 
 

 
Issue:  The FY 2020 and 2021 Budgets include funds for the Village to upgrade and its land and 
license management software.  This software, which is one component of the Village’s 
Enterprise Resource Planning tool (ERP), is used to manage licenses (e.g. contractor licenses) 
and permits (e.g. building permits).   
 
The Village worked closely with its IT consultant, ClientFirst, to draft a Request for Proposals 
(RFP) that clearly outlined the features and functions the Village would be seeking as part of 
this software upgrade, such as online permit application and payment, online inspection 
requests, better workflow to manage incoming permit applications and permit reviews, and 
more.  The RFP was issued, eight vendors responded, and the Village again worked closely with 
ClientFirst to narrow the list of potential vendors to two.  Each company was brought in for a 
day-long demonstration of its software with representatives of each Village Department who 
would be utilizing the software participating the process.  Village Staff are in the process of 
completing their due diligence on the software before entering into negotiations with a 
preferred vendor.   
 
Village Staff anticipate that a recommendation to award a contract will be presented to the 
Village Board of Trustees at a September meeting and that implementation of the software will 
be completed in FY 2021.   
 
Request for Board Action:  This matter is for discussion only; no Village Board action is 
requested.  
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