
 
 

 VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, January 24, 2022 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

 Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

Public comments sent in advance of the meeting shared with the Village President and Board of Trustees.  You may submit 
your written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: vbot@vrf.us. You may listen to the meeting by 
participating in a Zoom conference call as follows: dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 883 0700 8809 or by 
clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88307008809. If you would like to speak during public comment, please 
email ebebora@vrf.us by 4:00 PM on Monday, January 24, 2022. If you would like to watch the livestream, please go to 
the Village website: https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2173 .  

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 

5. Consent Agenda 
 a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes - January 10, 2022 

b.  Approval of an Agreement with Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. to Complete a Traffic Study in the Northeast Corner of 
River Forest for a not-to-Exceed Cost of $16,500.00 and Authorize the Village Administrator to Execute the Contract Agreement. 
c. Approval of Payment to Klein, Thorpe, and Jenkins, Ltd. for Legal Services in the Amount of $31,603.91 
d. Authorize the Village Administrator to Enter into an Agreement to Retain the Financial Advisory Services of Kane McKanna 
Capital, Inc. as Proposed for an Amount not to Exceed $25,000 Plus Incidental Costs.   
e. Financial Report - December 2021 
f. Village Administrator’s Report  

    
6. Consent Items for Separate Consideration 

  
7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions and Committees 
  a. Traffic and Safety Commission - Recommendations Regarding 4-way stop at Ashland and Vine, Flashing Stop Signs at 

Washington and Keystone and Flashing Crosswalk Sign at Washington and Forest.  
  b. Zoning Board of Appeals - An Ordinance Granting the Requested Variation to Section 10-11-8 of the Zoning Ordinance at 

1111 Bonnie Brae Place - Ordinance  
 

8. Unfinished Business 
 
9. New Business 

a. An Ordinance Providing for the Issue of Not-to-Exceed $550,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022, of the 
Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois for the Purpose of Paying for Public Infrastructure Projects Within the Village, 
Providing for the Levy of a Direct Annual Tax to Pay the Principal of and Interest on Said Bonds - Ordinance  
 

10. Executive Session 
 
11. Adjournment 

mailto:vbot@vrf.us?subject=VBOT%20Public%20Comment
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88307008809
https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2173
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  VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, January 10, 2022  
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, 
January 10, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – 
River Forest, IL.  

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, Vazquez, 

O’Connell, Village Clerk Keller 
Absent:  None 
Also, Present: Village Administrator Brian Murphy, Assistant Village Administrator Lisa 

Scheiner, Assistant to the Village Administrator Jonathan Pape, Management 
Analyst Sara Phyfer, Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk Elijah Bebora, Fire 
Marshal Kevin Wiley, Fire Chief Thomas Gaertner, Police Chief James O’Shea, 
Finance Director Rosemary McAdams, Director of Public Works and 
Development Services Jeff Loster, Village Attorney Greg Smith   

 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
3.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 

   
Village Resident Margie Cekander stated she has questions on the floodplain Ordinance 
update. She stated that Village residents need more information to understand the 
nature and impact of the changes stated in the Ordinance and how residents will be 
affected. She commented that she would like to be informed on which floodplain 
requirements were removed and left to municipalities. She stated that she would like 
to know the impact on residents who reside in the floodplain area. She remarked that 
she would like to know what residents will gain or lose. She stated that the Village 
Trustees need more dialogue instead of placing the proposed ordinance amendment 
into the consent agenda. She commented that she would like to know who the Village 
consulted with and what happens to the local amendments that were previously 
adopted. She stated that she would like to know if flood insurance will be mandated for 
residents living in the floodplain.  
 
President Adduci commented that Jeff Loster would respond to the questions raised 
during the Consent Agenda. 

 
4.  ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Trustee Bachner began with a land acknowledgment, stating that this land was once 
and still is inhabited by Indigenous people and that River Forest continues to be a place 
that people from diverse backgrounds live and gather. She stated she would like to 
wish everyone a happy New Year. She commented that she encourages everyone to be 
careful with all the ice around the Village and for everyone to take their time to reach 
their respective destinations.   

 
Trustee Gillis stated she wishes all a happy New Year. She commented that in the event 
residents do not have melting salt, they can use sand to increase traction. She 
remarked that sand can be bought at any local hardware store.  

 
Trustee Vazquez stated that he hopes everyone had a safe holiday season. He 
commented that he had no further comment.  
 
Village Clerk Jon Keller stated he had no comment.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that Dominican University is hosting a day-long series of 
events on January 18 to commemorate the National Day of Racial Healing. She 
commented that Dominican University will facilitate a series of White accountability 
groups over a period of six months beginning on January 31. She stated registration is 
free and open through January 25. She commented that former resident Julie Moller is 
hosting an art exhibit in downtown Chicago at the Wrigley Building on January 20-30. 
She stated that the art exhibition is in collaboration with the Chicago Theater Puppet 
Festival. She commented that Illinois passed a smoke alarm law that will be in effect 
on January 1, 2023. She remarked that those who own fire alarms without a built-in 
battery would be required to replace their fire alarms. She commented that current 
smoke detectors emit a small amount of radioactivity therefore; they should not be 
disposed of as landfill or recycling. She stated that residents seeking to dispose of their 
fire alarms can drop them off at Scarce, located in the Addison and Lombard area, for 
safe disposal. She commented that she would like the Sustainability Commission to 
research what can be offered to residents to reduce the number of radioactive smoke 
detectors being disposed of in landfills and recycling.   
 
Trustee Johnson stated he wishes all residents a happy New Year. He stated that he 
had the opportunity to tour the Priory Property that Fenwick High School intends to 
purchase. He commented that Fenwick High School intends to use the property as a 
community property and will continue working with the Park District to ensure those 
who would like to use the property will have the opportunity to do so.  
 
Trustee O’Connell stated that he wishes all a happy New Year. He remarked that he 
encourages residents to salt sidewalks adjacent to their properties.  
 
Village President Adduci stated she spoke with Dr. Russell Dawn, President of 
Concordia University about their campus track. She stated that Concordia University 
will continue to allow public use of their track. She commented that going forward, the 
University will be more transparent on the track hours of use.  
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5.   Hearing Pursuant to the Requirements of Sections 10 and 20 of the Bond 

Issuance Notification Act (BINA) of the State of Illinois, as Amended on the 
Plans to Issue General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds in the Amount not to 
Exceed $550,000. 

   
President Adduci called the hearing to order at 7:14 p.m.  

 
Village Administrator Brian Murphy stated that the public hearing is being held 
pursuant to the requirements of Sections 10 and 20 of the Bond Issue Notification Act 
of the State of Illinois, as amended.  He commented the notice of the hearing was 
published on December 29, 2021, in the Wednesday Journal, a newspaper of general 
circulation in the Village.  He stated the hearing is regarding a plan to issue not to 
exceed $550,000 in aggregate principal amount of the Village’s Bonds. He commented 
proceeds of the Bonds will be used to pay for public infrastructure projects within the 
Village and certain costs of issuance of the Bonds. He stated the Bonds will be issued 
by the Village in accordance with the provisions of Section 15 of the Local 
Government Debt Reform Act of the State of Illinois, as amended, and shall constitute 
a general obligation of the Village, payable from non-referendum bond proceeds in 
accordance with provisions of Section 8-5-16 of the Municipal Code, which will not 
exceed one-half of one percent of the assessed value of all taxable property located 
within the Village. 
 
He stated the public hearing is required by Sections 10 and 20 of the Bond Issue 
Notification Act of the State of Illinois, as amended.  He remarked at the time and place 
set for the public hearing, residents, taxpayers and other interested persons will be 
given the opportunity to express their views for or against the proposed plan of 
financing, the issuance of the Bonds and the purpose of the issuance of the Bonds. 

 
The public hearing closed at 7:16 p.m.  

 
 

6. CONSENT AGENDA  
 

a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes - December 13, 2021 
b. Approve a Change Order in the Amount of $21,215.31 for the Construction of the 2021 
Street Improvement Project - Resolution 
c. Waiver of Formal Bid (Single Source Vendor) and Award of Contract to Griffon 
Systems in the amount of $94,00.00 for the 
Purchase and Installation of Street Cameras and Related Hardware/Software. 
d. Amendment to Chapter 4-12 of the River Forest Village Code Regarding Floodplain 
Regulations - Ordinance 
e. Monthly Department Reports. 
f. Accounts Payable - December 2021 - $1,940,322.56. 
g. Village Administrator’s Report. 
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Motion by Trustee Johnson to approve consent agenda items A, B, E, G. Second by 
Trustee O’Connell.  

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Brennan, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None   
Nays: None  

 
Motion Passes. 

 
Motion by Trustee Brennan to approve consent agenda item C. Seconded by Trustee 
Johnson 
 
Trustee Brennan commented that she was asked by residents why the surveillance 
cameras contract was not sent out to bid.  
 
Chief O’Shea stated the technology used was proprietary and Griffin Technologies 
was the sole source supplier for this type of technology.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Brennan, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None   
Nays: None  

 
Motion Passes. 

  
Trustee Johnson made a motion to approve consent agenda item D. Second by Trustee 
Brennan.  
 
Jeff Loster commented on the amendment to the floodplain Ordinance. He stated the 
Village is adopting the language that the State changes over time. He commented that 
it is an administrative function and no new restrictions are being put in place. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked if the new language changes the Village’s permitting 
functions.  
 
Jeff Loster responded by stating that the processes will remain as is. He commented 
that the new language is no more or less restrictive than what was previously on the 
books. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked if these type of changes are frequent.  
 
Jeff Loster stated that these types of changes do not occur frequently.  
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Trustee Bachner asked if the changes will affect residents registered as residing in 
floodplains.  
 
Jeff Loster commented that residents should not be affected because the floodplain is 
determined by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

 
Roll call: 
 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Brennan, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None   
Nays: None  

 
Motion passes.  

 
Motion by Trustee Vazquez to approve accounts payable for December 2021 in the 
amount of $1,940,322.56. Second by Trustee Johnson.  
 
Roll call: 
 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Brennan, Johnson, Vazquez 
Abstain: Trustee O’Connell  
Absent: None   
Nays: None  
 
Motion passes.  

 
7.  CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION  

     
  None.  

 
8.  RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
       

    None.  
 

9.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
 

10.  NEW BUSINESS 
 
a.  Appointment of Thomas Gaertner as Fire Chief for a Term Through May 12, 
2025 and Until His Successor is Appointed and has Qualified. 
 
Motion by Trustee O’Connell to approve Appointment of Thomas Gaertner as Fire 
Chief for a Term Through May 12, 2025 and Until His Successor is Appointed and has 
Qualified. Second by Trustee Bachner.  
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Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays: None  
 
Motion Passes. 

 
Village Clerk Keller read the oath of office to Fire Chief Thomas Gaertner.  

 
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

  None.  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion to adjourn by Trustee O’Connell, seconded by Trustee Vazquez, the Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 7:41 p.m.  

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 

 
 
___________________________________________     
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 



   
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: January 24, 2022 
 
TO:  Brian Murphy, Village Administrator   
 
FROM: Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services 

 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract – Traffic Study (Northeast Section of River Forest) 

  
Issue: Staff is seeking the award of an updated contract for a Transportation Engineering Firm to 
assist the Village of River Forest in performing a traffic study in the area bound by North Avenue, 
Harlem Avenue, Greenfield Avenue and Lathrop Avenue.  
 
Analysis: On November 8, 2021, Staff presented a contract to the Village Board for approval. The 
work included a comprehensive traffic study of the aforementioned area and was approved in the 
amount of $13,500.00. However, upon posting the proposed scope of work as part of the agenda 
packet, the resident that initiated the request contacted Staff seeking modifications to the proposed 
scope of work.  
 
In working with the interested resident and the Village’s Transportation Engineering Consultant 
Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA), the proposal was updated to address the concerns 
of area residents in a more comprehensive manner. In doing so, the scope of work was increased. As 
such, the updated not-to-exceed project cost for this work is $16,500.00. 
 
Given KLOA’s background knowledge of the Village, past-project experience and performance on 
previous Village studies, Staff recommends approval of a contract with KLOA for this traffic study.  
 
Recommendation: Consider a Motion to approve an agreement with Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, 
Aboona, Inc. to complete a Traffic Study in the northeast corner of River Forest for a not-to-exceed 
cost of $16,500.00 and authorize the Acting Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. 
 
Attachments 
KLOA Proposal 



 

KLOA, Inc. Transportation and Parking Planning Consultants 

9575 West Higgins Road, Suite 400 | Rosemont, Illinois 60018 
              p: 847-518-9990 | f: 847-518-9987 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 3, 2022 

 

Mr. Jeff Loster, PE, CFM, CPESC 

Director of Public Works and Development Services 

Village of River Forest 

400 Park Avenue 

River Forest, Illinois 60305 

 

Re: Traffic Study Proposal 

 River Forest, Illinois 

 

Dear Jeff: 

 

Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA, Inc.) is pleased to submit this proposal for professional 

traffic engineering services regarding an evaluation of the traffic operations in the residential neighborhood 

bounded by North Avenue, Harlem Avenue, Greenfield Street, and Lathrop Avenue in River Forest, Illinois. 

The purpose of the evaluation is to determine existing issues related to cut-through traffic, speeding, and 

traffic control compliance. 

 

Scope of Services 
 

We have developed a scope of services based on our experience with similar projects and our previous 

work in River Forest.  

 

1. Field Surveys/Observations. The existing physical and operating characteristics of the 

neighborhood will be documented based on field surveys. This will include performing field 

observations during both the weekday morning and evening peak periods.  

 

2. Data Collection. Weekday morning (7:00-9:00 A.M.), weekday evening (4:00-8:00 P.M.), and 

Saturday evening (5:00-8:00 P.M.) peak period classification counts using Miovision Scout 

Cameras will be conducted at the twelve (12) intersections highlighted in the enclosed exhibit. In 

addition, midblock weekday and Saturday 24-hour two-way traffic counts and speed studies will 

be conducted at seven (7) locations as shown on the exhibit. 

 

3. Crash Data. Crash data will be obtained from the police department for the past five years to 

determine the number and frequency of crashes occurring at the study area intersections. 

 

4. Evaluation. The results of the traffic counts will be summarized and evaluated to quantify the 

amount of traffic cutting through the neighborhood and to determine if traffic volumes meet the 

criteria for the roadways’ functions. The travel paths and impacted intersections will be identified. 

Capacity analyses will also be conducted at these intersections to determine their current operations 

and identify any capacity constraints. Similarly, the results of the speed study will be evaluated to 

determine the prevailing speed and the need to reduce the speed limits as proposed. Furthermore, 

the results of the traffic counts and crash data will be reviewed to determine the adequacy of the 

existing traffic controls and whether modifications are warranted. 
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5. Recommendation. Based on the results of the data collection, recommendations will be developed 

to address the need for the following: 

 

− Speed limit and/or traffic control compliance 

− Traffic calming measures 

− Peak hour movement restrictions 

− Traffic control modifications 

 

6. Memorandum Report. A memorandum report summarizing our findings and recommendations will 

be prepared. 

 

7. Meetings. A Principal of KLOA, Inc. who is familiar with the analyses, findings and 

recommendations of the evaluation will be available to attend meetings and/or hearings, as 

necessary.  

 

Time of Performance 
 

We will provide you with a draft of the memorandum report summarizing our findings within six to eight 

weeks upon receipt of a signed copy of this letter of agreement. 

 

Meetings and hearings will be attended as arranged during advance requests by you. For formal meetings 

and for hearings at which presentations may be required, it is desired that 7 to 10 days’ advance notice be 

given to KLOA, Inc. 
 

Cost of Services 
 

The cost of services rendered by KLOA, Inc. on this project will be based on our hourly rates currently in 

effect, plus reimbursement at cost for direct expenses such as traffic counts, travel, reproduction, etc. Based 

on our experience in similar studies, we estimate the cost for our professional staff time and services and 

direct expenses for the tasks outlined in Items 1 through 6 of the scope of services will be in the range of 

$15,500 to $16,500. All costs for professional staff time to attend any meetings and/or hearings as described 

in Item 7 of the scope of services will be itemized separately on our invoices and are in addition to the costs 

estimated above. Hourly rates for a Principal of KLOA, Inc. to attend daytime meetings is $240 and to 

attend evening hearings is $330. 
 

Method of Payment 
 

Invoices for services rendered will be submitted every two weeks and will reflect the charges incurred on 

the project during the previous period. Invoices will show staff time and expenses separately. Invoices are 

due and payable within 30 days of the invoice date. Payments due KLOA, Inc. are not contingent upon 

project approval or project financing and are the responsibility of the Village of River Forest. To the 

maximum extent permitted by law, The Village of River Forest agrees to limit Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, 

Aboona, Inc.’s liability for The Village of River Forest’s damages up to the sum of the total fee on this 

project. This limitation should apply regardless of the cause of action or legal theory pled or asserted. 
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We are pleased to have this opportunity to continue to offer our professional services to The Village of 

River Forest. We look forward to initiating our services on the project upon receipt of a signed copy of this 

letter of agreement. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

KENIG, LINDGREN, O’HARA, ABOONA, INC.  ACCEPTED AND APPROVED THIS 

 

        ____ DAY OF _______________, 2021 

 

Luay R. Aboona, PE, PTOE 

As its Principal       ________________________________ 

and Contracting Officer      (Signature) 

 

        ________________________________ 
        (Typed/Printed Name) 
 

        Authorized to Execute Agreements for: 

 

        ________________________________ 

 

Enc. 
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: January 19, 2022 
 
To: President Adduci 
 Village Board of Trustees  
  
From: Brian Murphy, Village Administrator    
 
Subj: Approval – Payment to Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Ltd. for Legal Services  
 
 
Issue:  
Invoices over $20,000 require approval from the Village Board of Trustees before they are paid.  
 
Analysis:  
The Village utilizes the law firm of Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Ltd. as its general counsel.  The 
February invoice for these services is over $20,000, therefore, Village Staff is requesting 
approval from the Village Board of Trustees to pay the invoice.  
 
Requested Board Action:  
Motion to approve a payment in the amount of $31,603.91 to Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Ltd. for 
legal services.  
 
Attachment:  
Invoice 
 
 
 



Klein, Thorpe and Jenkins, Ltd.
20 N. Wacker Drive

Suite 1660
Chicago, IL 60606

1/17/2022

12/31/2021

TO: KLEIN, THORPE AND JENKINS, LTD. for legal services rendered

Village of River Forest
Brian Murphy, Village Administrator
400 Park Avenue
River Forest, Illinois  60305-1798
bmurphy@vrf.us
rmcadams@river-forest.us

through

and expenses advanced, per the attached computer print-outs,

STATEMENT
NUMBER

STATEMENT
AMOUNT

MATTER
DESCRIPTION

        
MATTER ID

223215 1,355.501248-030 Zoning Board of Appeals

223216 352.001248-031 TIF Issues (2008)

223217 1,000.001248-037 Local Prosecution

223218 26,508.411248-040 Finance/Administration Advisory

223219 1,178.001248-041 Public Works and Development Services Advisory

223220 242.001248-042 Police Advisory

223221 66.001248-066 North Avenue TIF District

223222 550.001248-067 Madison Street TIF District

223223 220.001248-096 212 Lathrop Avenue

223224 132.001248-098 Development Review Board / 400 Ashland Avenue

31,603.91Total Due This Statement:   $

All Other A/R less than 30 Days:

Total A/R Over 30 Days:

Total A/R Over 60 Days:

Total A/R Over 90 Days:

Total A/R Balance:

$

$

$

$

$

0.00

26,117.41

0.00

0.00

57,721.32

Current A/R: $ 31,603.91

Statement Date:   1/17/2022

Village of River Forest

Client ID:   1248

Detach and Return This Portion With Your Remittance

Amount Remitted: __________________________

Check No.: _______________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: January 24, 2022 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees 
 
From: Brian Murphy, Village Administrator  
 
Subj: Approval of Financial Advisory Services – Kane McKanna Capital, Inc.    
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Attached is a letter of agreement between the Village of River Forest and Kane McKenna 
Capital, Inc. (KMC) to retain their professional services related to the proposed issuance of 
municipal securities and the municipal financial products.     
 
KMC is prepared to assist the Village of River Forest in reviewing and completing a financial 
analysis of and execution of a bond issuance in 2022.  They have served the Village in this 
capacity for past bond issuances.   
 
As our financial advisor they will assist us in structuring the issuance, will develop the offical 
statement, liaison with credit agencies and underwriters and will prepare all the required 
notices and ordinances.  They will be our guide through every step of the process.   
 
KMC’s proposed fees are $25,000 for bond related services.  Should the Village require KMC to 
prepare a bond revenue feasibility report to support the bonds to be issued pursuant to State 
of Illinois law, an additional fee of $7,500 would be included.   
 
Recommendation: Consider a motion to authorize the Village Administrator to enter into an 
agreement to retain the financial advisory services of Kane McKanna Capital, Inc.  as proposed 
for an amount not to exceed $25,000 plus incidental costs.   
 
In the unlikely event a feasibility report is needed, the Village Administrator can approve the 
costs under his $20,000 expenditure authority and will report it to the Village Board.   
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Village of River Forest 
 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
Fiscal Year 2022 through December 31, 2021 

 

 
 

This report includes financial information for Fiscal Year 2022 through December 31, 2021 which represents 
66.67% of the fiscal year. A revenue and expenditure report by fund and account and an investment report 
for December 2021 are attached.  

GENERAL FUND 

 
   

Revenues 
Fiscal year-to-date revenue collections are at 68.54%.  Property Tax Revenue is at 54.49%. Collection of the 
2nd installment of the 2020 levy began in October.  Sales tax and non-home rule sales tax revenues continue 
to be above projected amounts which is a positive sign for the economy.  In early 2021 the passage of the 
leveling the Playing Field for Illinois Retailers’ Occupation Tax  (ROT) and Use Tax (UT) requiring many remote 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

REVENUES
Taxes
  Property Taxes $6,556,697 $3,572,631 54.49%
  General Sales Taxes 1,832,850 1,440,699 78.60%
  Non Home Rule Sales Tax 643,341 669,687 104.10%
  Utility Taxes 642,990 413,112 64.25%
  Restaurant Tax 145,101 114,394 78.84%
  Telecommunications Tax 184,990 130,710 70.66%
  Real Estate Transfer Tax 128,614 122,543 95.28%
  Local Gasoline Tax 95,000 65,511 68.96%
  Cannabis State Excise Tax 8,935 11,083 124.04%
Intergovernmental Revenue
  Personal Property Replacement Tax 146,818 177,492 120.89%
  Use Tax 497,154 272,574 54.83%
  State Income Taxes 1,238,975 1,012,264 81.70%
Licenses and Permits 1,295,257 996,999 76.97%
Charges for Services
  Garbage Collections 1,142,598 778,130 68.10%
  Other Charges for Services 626,305 620,570 99.08%
Fines 269,469 168,088 62.38%
Investment Income 75,227 (3,359) -4.47%
Grants and Contributions 776,148 750,179 96.65%
Miscellaneous Revenues 430,606 159,088 36.95%
  TOTAL REVENUES $16,737,075 $11,472,395 68.54%

EXPENDITURES
Administration 1,596,857$    1,051,259$     65.83%
E911 200,749 139,468 69.47%
Boards & Commissions 60,837 44,199 72.65%
Building and Development 538,123 351,116 65.25%
Legal Services 162,000 174,481 107.70%
Police Department 6,507,454 3,813,603 58.60%
Fire Department 4,886,937 2,942,305 60.21%
Public Works 2,701,525 1,528,762 56.59%
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $16,654,482 $10,045,193 60.32%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE $82,593 $1,427,202

2022

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Fiscal Year 2022 through December 31, 2021
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sellers to charge state and local ROT instead of UT has been noticable.   Continued economic growth has also  
been seen over the past few months.  Real Estate Transfer Tax revenues continue to exceed projections due 
to the timing of real estate sales and the increase being seen in the housing market.    Utility tax payments 
are typically elevated during the warmer summer (electric) and cooler winter (gas) months and vary based on 
weather conditions.  The Village continues to see growth in the Cannabis State Excise taxes.  These revenues 
are to be used for public safety initiatives.   
 
The Income tax payments continue to be higher than projecteed.  This has been fueled by the rebounding 
labor market and extraordinary corporate income tax collections.  The payment received in December is for 
November  2021 collections.  April collections are normally the highest revenue month, but we continue to see 
higher revenue collection each month.  The State budget was recently passed with all previous “one-time” cuts 
to the LGDF removed.  The new local gasoline tax that was imposed in July of 2020 is generating what has 
been projected. License and permit revenue includes spring building permit activity.  The large increase in 
grants and contributions is because the Village has received the first tranche payment from The American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  Allocations to communities are made on a per-capita basis and will be distributed in 
two payments. 
 
Expenditures 
Expenditures are at 60.32% of the budgeted amount. Salaries and benefits, with the exception of overtime, 
include payment for services rendered through the end of the month.   Legal Services expenses are above 
projections but all other expenditures are in line with projections or below because there is about a month lag 
between the time that goods are received or services are performed, and when the vendor payment is made 
for the goods or services. Payments made after April 30th for goods received and services performed prior to 
May 1st were posted to the prior fiscal year.   
 
 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 

   
 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

Operating Revenues

Permit Fees 22,780$           21,543$           94.57%
Water Sales 3,244,387 2,489,251 76.72%
Sewer Sales 2,084,213 1,591,999 76.38%
Water Penalties 29,217 19,626 67.17%
Miscellaneous 20,475 22,149 108.18%

Total Operating Revenues 5,401,072$      4,144,568$      76.74%

Operating Expenses
Salaries and Benefits 1,280,981$      815,556$         63.67%
Contractual Services 1,144,342 540,062 47.19%
Water From Chicago 1,850,897 1,137,543 61.46%
Materials and Supplies 261,724 57,493 21.97%
Depreciation/Debt Service 1,272,146 917,146 72.09%
Transfer to CERF 126,235 0 0.00%

Operating Expenses including Depreciation 5,936,325$      3,467,800$      58.42%

Operating Revenues over Operating Exp (535,253)$        676,768$         

Capital Improvements (1,893,000)$     (551,452)$        29.13%
Loan Proceeds 1,400,000$      -$                   0.00%
Total Revenues over Expenses (1,028,253)$     125,316$         

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Net Position
Fiscal Year 2022 through December 31, 2021

2022
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Water and Sewer revenues are above what was expected because they include summer consumption.  Overall 
expenses appear slightly lower due to the delay in receiving and paying invoices for commodities and 
contractual services.  Personnel expenses are on target. There is a one-month lag in payments to the City of 
Chicago for FY 2022 water usage. Debt Service expenses include the two payments on the IEPA loan.    
 
 

REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES VS. BUDGET – OTHER FUNDS 
 

  
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 

 

 
 

 
DECEMBER 2021 FINANCE ACTIVITIES 

 
1. Staff began preparing documents for the FY 2023 Budget. 
2. CIP review meetings were held with departments. 
3. The 2021 Property Tax Levy was filed with the county.     
4. Staff viewed Springbrook webinars on year end processing changes.   
5. The Village Adminstrator, Assistant Village Administrator and the Finance Director met with a financial 

consultant and bond councel to discuss the issuance of bonds to pay for the infrastructfure projects being 
completed.   

Revenues
Fund 2022 2022 % 2022 2022 %

# Fund Budget YTD Actual Rec Budget YTD Actual Exp
03 Motor Fuel Tax 686,154$    424,528$    61.87% 544,488$    395,477$    72.63%
05 Debt Service Fund 269,146$    124,620$    46.30% 265,511$    265,650$    100.05%
13 Cap Equipmnt Replcmnt 186,464$    2,359$        1.27% 684,710$    164,220$    23.98%
14 Capital Improvement 4,910,449$ 31,242$      0.64% 2,447,120$ 930,532$    38.03%
31 TIF-Madison 332,550$    474,107$    142.57% 126,490$    8,151$        6.44%
32 TIF-North 520,200$    342,112$    65.77% 17,000$      917$          5.39%

35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 225$          27$            12.00% 250,000$    230,794$    92.32%

Expenditures

Cash and IMET
Fund Money Convenience

# Fund Markets Fund Investments Total

1 General 3,033,785$         20,118$         2,477,143$     5,531,046$       
3 Motor Fuel Tax 451,460$           -$                 249,400$        700,860$          
5 Debt Service Fund 63,121$             34,406$         -$                 97,527$            
13 Capital Equip Replacement 1,115,098$         237,772$        2,582,372$     3,935,242$       
14 Capital Improvement -$                     -$                 -$                 -$                    
31 TIF-Madison Street 844,928$           -$                 -$                 844,928$          
32 TIF- North Avenue 373,440$           -$                 -$                 373,440$          
35 Infrastructure Imp Bond Fun 21,955$             -$                 -$                 21,955$            
2 Water & Sewer 976,076$           177,589$        497,952$        1,651,617$       

Total 6,879,863$      469,885$     5,806,867$ 13,156,615$  



















































                              Through 12/31/2021
                              Fiscal Year 2022

 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2021-02 Customers Bank 00.200% 1/20/2021 7/14/2022 $249,200.00 $249,200.00 $249,200.0001

2020-08 First Capital Bank, TN 00.300% 10/2/2020 10/3/2022 $248,500.00 $248,500.00 $248,500.0001

2021-19 Merrick Bank 00.500% 12/1/2021 11/20/2023 $249,040.93 $249,000.00 $248,452.2001

2021-04 Financial Federal Bank 00.150% 2/19/2021 2/20/2024 $248,800.00 $248,800.00 $248,800.0001

2021-13 Goldman Sachs 00.500% 7/28/2021 7/29/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $246,975.6301

2021-20 Bank United National 00.950% 12/8/2021 12/9/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,328.6801

2021-09 FHLB 00.750% 3/20/2021 4/22/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $246,967.5001

2021-14 FHLB 01.040% 10/28/2021 10/28/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $248,567.5001

2021-11 US Treasury 00.770% 4/29/2021 4/30/2026 $500,000.00 $499,511.72 $490,351.5001

$2,477,143.01

2021-01 CIBC Bank /Private Bank 00.120% 1/20/2021 1/20/2022 $249,600.00 $249,600.00 $249,600.0002

2021-16 Synchrony Bank 00.450% 10/22/2021 10/23/2023 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,351.8502

$497,951.85

2021-08 Bank 7 00.200% 3/19/2021 3/21/2022 $249,400.00 $249,400.00 $249,400.0003

$249,400.00

2021-03 Preferred Bank 00.150% 1/29/2021 1/31/2022 $249,600.00 $249,600.00 $249,600.0013

2020-07 Profinium, Inc. 00.520% 8/12/2020 2/3/2022 $248,100.00 $248,100.00 $248,100.0013

2021-12 UBS Bank 00.250% 7/8/2021 7/10/2023 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,015.4513

2021-21 Sallie Mae Bank/Salt LKE 00.700% 12/15/2021 12/15/2023 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,304.5313
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                              Through 12/31/2021
                              Fiscal Year 2022

 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2021-22 BMW Bank North America 00.650% 12/17/2021 12/18/2023 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,050.8013

2021-05 Texas Exchange 00.300% 2/5/2021 2/24/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,057.8013

2021-10 FHLB 00.440% 4/29/2021 4/29/2024 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $247,517.5013

2021-18 Capital One Bk 00.800% 11/24/2021 11/25/2024 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,462.1613

2021-17 State Bank of India 00.800% 11/29/2021 11/29/2024 $249,295.13 $249,000.00 $248,440.9913

2021-15 FHLB 01.040% 10/28/2021 10/28/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $248,567.5013

2021-07 FHLB 00.750% 2/18/2021 3/16/2026 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 $98,255.0013

$2,582,371.73

$5,806,866.59
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Date: January 24, 2022 

 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 

Village Board of Trustees 
 

From:    Brian Murphy, Village Administrator  

Subject: Village Administrator’s Report 
 

Upcoming Meetings (all meetings are at Village Hall unless otherwise noted) 
Wednesday, January 26 6:00 PM  Board of Fire and Police Commissioners Meeting   
Thursday, January 27 
Thursday, January 27 
Thursday, January 27 

2:00 PM 
3:30 PM 
7:00 PM 

Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees Meeting  
Police Pension Fund Board of Trustees Meeting  
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, February 2 6:00 PM Economic Development Commission Meeting   
Thursday, February 3 7:30 PM Development Review Board Meeting  
Monday, February 7 7:00 PM Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Advisory Group Meeting 
Tuesday, February 8 7:00 PM Sustainability Commission Meeting  
Wednesday, February 9 6:00 PM Age Friendly Advisory Ad Hoc Committee Meeting   
Thursday, February 10 7:30 PM Zoning Board of Appeals   
Monday, February 14 7:00 PM Village Board of Trustees Meeting - CANCELLED  
Tuesday, February 15 
Tuesday, February 15 

7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Advisory Group 
Plan Commission Meeting  

Thursday, February 17 7:30 PM Development Review Board Meeting  
Monday, February 21 ALL DAY Presidents Day Holiday- Village Hall CLOSED 

 Tuesday, February 22 7:00 PM Committee of the Whole Meeting  
 Wednesday, February 23 6:00 PM Board of Fire and Police Commissioners Meeting  
Thursday, February 24 7:00 PM Historic Preservation Commission Meeting  
Monday, February 28 7:00 PM Village Board of Trustees Meeting  
 
The following Village Board of Trustees meetings are amended as follows.  

Monday, June 13 7:00 PM  Village Board of Trustees Meeting - CANCELLED 
Monday, July 11 7:00 PM Village Board of Trustees Meeting - CANCELLED 
Monday, August 8 7:00 PM Village Board of Trustees Meeting - CANCELLED 

 
Recent Payments of >$10,000 

In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and $20,000 that 
have occurred since the last Board meeting: 

 
Vendor Amount Description 

Andy Frain Services Inc.  $11,012.68  Crossing Guard Services - November 2021    

West Suburban Consolidated  $18,186.00  Monthly Contribution - 911 Dispatch    

MEMORANDUM 



B&F Construction Code Services Inc.  $13,328.56 Inspections and Plan Review 

 
   New Business Licenses:  

 Boon Box LLC    349 Ashland Avenue   Fresh ingredient baking kit company   
 

 
Thank you. 



MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: January 24, 2022 
 
TO:  Brian Murphy, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services 
 
SUBJECT: Traffic and Safety Commission Recommendations – January 19, 2021 Meeting  
  
Item 1: A request has been made by Dave Karrow of 106 Ashland Avenue to install a 4-way stop 
control at the intersection of Vine Street and Ashland Avenue.  
 
Analysis: There is a perceived increase to vehicle counts as well as speed along Ashland Avenue 
between Washington Boulevard and Madison Street. In an effort to combat this perceived increase, a 
request was made to install full stop control on Ashland Avenue at Vine Street. The intersection is 
currently under 2-way stop control, with east/west traffic stopping at Ashland Avenue. In order to 
provide more quantitative data, the Police Department deployed radar trailers to document vehicle 
counts and speed for approximately seven days. This data was shared with the Village’s 
Transportation Engineering consultant Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Abbona, Inc. (KLOA) who 
reviewed the material and providing a memorandum with their analysis and findings.  
 
Based on recommendations from KLOA and public discussion, the Commission felt that adding a 4-
way stop control at the Ashland/Vine intersection is warranted.  
 
Traffic and Safety Commission Recommendation 
The Traffic and Safety Commission recommends that the intersection be converted to a 4-way stop 
by adding additional stop signs on Ashland Avenue at its intersection with Vine Street.  
 
If the Village Board agrees with the recommendations from the Traffic and Safety Commission, the 
following motion would be appropriate: Motion to install stop signs in the north/south direction of 
Ashland Avenue at its intersection with Vine Street.  
 
Item 2: A request has been made by Ryan Bloecker of 147 Keystone Avenue to install curb bump 
outs on Washington Street at the intersection with Keystone Avenue.  
 
Analysis: During public discussion, Mr. Bloecker expressed concern regarding traffic volumes, 
speeds and erratic driver behavior at the intersection of Keystone and Washington. Anecdotal 
evidence suggests that oftentimes impatient drivers will use eastbound and westbound parking lanes 
to circumvent traffic that may be stacked at the stop signs in addition to some drivers that disregard 
the stop signs altogether. This leads to dangerous situations with multiple vehicles entering the 
intersection at the same time and occasionally at perceived high rates of speed.  
 
The Police Department deployed radar trailers to document vehicle counts and speed for 
approximately seven days. This data was shared with the Village’s Transportation Engineering 



consultant KLOA who reviewed the material and providing a memorandum with their analysis and 
findings. 
 
With multiple concerns related to the area, the Commission discussed multiple different approaches. 
To address the issue of drivers ignoring the stop signs, those with flashing lights were discussed. As 
a measure to increase pedestrian safety at the nearby intersection of Washington and Forest, a 
flashing crosswalk sign was discussed. And while the long-term (potential) solution of curb bump 
outs are viewed as a potential resolution to the issue of drivers using the parking lanes as driving 
lanes, the Commission has asked staff to produce temporary bump out options that can be 
implemented on a more short-term basis.  
 
Traffic and Safety Commission Recommendation 
The Traffic and Safety Commission recommends: 

1. The existing stop signs on Washington at the intersection with Keystone to be replaced with 
flashing stop signs. 

2. A flashing crosswalk sign to be installed on the east leg of the Washington/Forest 
intersection. 

3. Staff will present the Commission with additional “temporary” bump out alternatives for 
potential future implementation. 

 
If the Village Board agrees with the recommendations from the Traffic and Safety Commission, no 
motion is required and Staff will proceed with actions listed above.  
 
Attachments: 
Traffic and Safety Agenda Packet – 1/19/22 
Ordinance – Ashland and Vine Street 
 
 



 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMISSION 

MEETING 
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 – 7:30 PM 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

Physical attendance at this public meeting is limited to 20 individuals, with Committee members, 

staff and consultants having priority over members of the public. Public comments will be shared 

with the Committee. You may submit written public comments via email in advance of the 

meeting to: ppuljic@vrf.us. You may listen to the meeting by participating in a Zoom conference 

call as follows: dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 823 0761 0803 or by clicking 

here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82307610803. If you would like to speak during public 

comment or if you wish to participate in-person at Village Hall, please email ppuljic@vrf.us by 

4:00 PM on Wednesday, January 19, 2022.  

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

 

2. Adoption of minutes from the Traffic and Safety Commission held on November 17, 2021.  

 

3. Public Comment 

 

4. Request by Commissioner Karrow of 106 Ashland Avenue to install 4-way stop control at 

the intersection of Vine Street and Ashland Avenue.  

 

5. Request by Ryan Bloecker of 147 Keystone Avenue to install curb bump-outs at the 

intersection of Washington Boulevard and Keystone Avenue. 

 

6. Request Vito Ippolito 236 Keystone Avenue to install additional traffic control at the 

intersection of Keystone Avenue and Linden Street. 

 

7. Adjournment 

mailto:ppuljic@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82307610803
mailto:ppuljic@vrf.us
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MEMORANDUM TO: Jeff Loster, PE, CFM, CPESC 
    Village Engineer 

Village of River Forest 
 

FROM:   Brendan S. May, PE, PTOE 
Senior Consultant 

Luay R. Aboona, PE, PTOE 
Principal 

DATE: November 30, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: Intersection Evaluation 

Ashland Avenue with Vine Street 
River Forest, Illinois 

 
This memorandum summarizes the results of a traffic evaluation conducted by Kenig, Lindgren, 
O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA, Inc.) for the intersection of Ashland Avenue with Vine Street in 
River Forest, Illinois. The purpose of this study was to examine the existing roadway 
characteristics, evaluate the traffic counts and speed surveys collected by the Village of River 
Forest, and determine if additional traffic control should be provided at the intersection. Figure 1 
shows an aerial view of the study location. All figures and tables referenced in this memorandum 
are included in the Appendix of this memorandum. 
 
Existing Roadway Characteristics 
 
Ashland Avenue is an approximately 24-foot-wide roadway that is under the jurisdiction of the 
Village of River Forest and is classified as a local roadway in the May 2019 Comprehensive Plan. 
Ashland Avenue provides one travel lane in each direction and has a posted speed limit of 25 miles 
per hour. Parking is permitted on both sides of the street. North of Vine Street this parking is 
unrestricted and south of Vine Street parking is restricted to resident parking only between 5:00 
P.M. and 2:00 A.M. Additionally, residential homes and their respective driveways (where 
applicable) front the east and west sides of Ashland Avenue.  Ashland Avenue has a posted speed 
limit of 25 miles per hour. 
 
Vine Street is an approximately 24-foot-wide roadway that is under the jurisdiction of the Village 
of River Forest and is classified as a local roadway in the May 2019 Comprehensive Plan. Vine 
Street provides one travel lane in each direction and has a posted speed limit of 25 miles per hour. 
Unrestricted parking is permitted on both sides of the roadway. Residential homes and their 
respective driveways (where applicable) are located on the north and south sides of Vine Street.  
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At the unsignalized intersection of Ashland Avenue with Vine Street, the northbound and 
southbound (Ashland Avenue) approaches provide a shared left-turn/through/right-turn lane. The 
eastbound and westbound (Vine Street) approaches provide a shared left-turn/through/right-turn 
lane that is under stop-sign control. High visibility crosswalks are provided on the east and west 
legs of the intersection. Photos of this intersection and adjacent roadway segments are provided in 
Figure 2 through 5, included in the Appendix. It should be noted that based on the May 2019 
Comprehensive Plan, this intersection was not identified as an intersection to be evaluated for a 
traffic control upgrade.  
 
Existing Traffic Counts, Speed Data, and Crash Data Summary 
 
In order to determine the existing traffic volumes and travel speeds along the 000 and 100 blocks 
of Ashland Avenue, the Village of River Forest performed traffic count and speed surveys between 
2:53 P.M. on Wednesday, October 20, 2021 and 12:58 P.M. on Wednesday, October 27, 2021. It 
should be noted that the traffic counts and speed surveys were collected using a speed trailer that 
was parked along the roadway, facing north. The collected data provides the speed of each vehicle 
and a daily traffic count, and also determined the direction of travel of each vehicle.  
 
The results of the traffic count data indicated the roadway segment carried a total of 6,099 vehicles 
over the approximately 7-day period which averages to approximately 870 vehicles per day. 
Furthermore, the results of the traffic count data indicated that there was a relatively even 
distribution between northbound and southbound vehicles with approximately 58 percent of the 
total daily vehicles traveling northbound and 42 percent of the total daily vehicles traveling 
southbound.    
 
The results of the speed data were summarized in two ways. First, the average speed was calculated 
which defines the median or typical speed traveled by vehicles. Second, the 85th percentile speed 
was calculated, which is the speed at which 85 percent of the motorists drive at or below and is a 
benchmark that speed limits are based on.  
 
The results of the speed data indicated that the average speed of both northbound and southbound 
vehicles was approximately 23 miles per hour and the 85th percentile speed for both northbound 
and southbound vehicles was 28 miles per hour. It should be noted that approximately 285 vehicles 
(combined northbound and southbound) or 41 vehicles per day (approximately five percent of the 
total vehicles) were observed traveling between 30 and 35 miles per hour. Additionally, 
approximately 63 vehicles (combined northbound and southbound directions) or nine vehicles per 
day (approximately one percent of the total vehicles) were observed traveling faster than 35 miles 
per hour.  
 
Furthermore, it should be noted that there was one crash reported at the intersection of Ashland 
Avenue with Vine Street in February of 2021.  
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Traffic Count and Speed Data Comparison  
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the existing traffic volumes, particularly during the weekday 
morning and weekday evening peak periods may not be typical of pre-pandemic normal traffic 
conditions. With no historical traffic data collected or available for this roadway segment, it was 
not possible to compare and/or adjust the results.  
 
However, it should be noted that KLOA, Inc. conducted a roadway evaluation for the 000 Block 
of Keystone Avenue in 2020 in which 2020 traffic volumes and speed data were compared to data 
previously conducted by the Village in 2017. The results of this comparison indicated that the 
results of the 2020 traffic counts and speed data are consistent with the 2017 traffic count and 
speed data previously collected by the Village of River Forest. As such, it is anticipated that the 
traffic volumes collected along Ashland Avenue are generally operating within typical/normal 
traffic conditions.  
 
Evaluation of Traffic Count Data 
 
Based on Residential Streets, Third Edition1, residential roads typically have a daily volume 
between 400 and 1,500 vehicles. Therefore, the traffic volumes along the 000/100 block of 
Ashland Avenue are within, at the approximate midpoint, of the acceptable range for residential 
local roadways. Additionally, the daily traffic volumes are similar in the northbound and 
southbound directions, which indicates that if cut-through traffic is occurring along Ashland 
Avenue it is likely limited. As such, the results of the traffic count data suggest that this roadway 
is operating within its functional capacity and that cut-through traffic, if it is occurring, is minimal.  
 
Evaluation of Speed Data 
 
The main factors affecting travel speeds are the roadway’s physical and operating characteristics 
including width of road, number of travel lanes, hills, curves, roadway surface, and length of free-
flow conditions. Many of these attributes are fixed along a roadway’s infrastructure and are 
generally difficult and/or costly to change. Courts typically only uphold tickets when they are 8 to 
10 mph over the speed limit and as such, 85th percentile speed within five miles per hour are 
typically considered accepted or reasonable. As can be seen, vehicles traversing the 000/100 
hundred block of Ashland Avenue had an average median speed of 23 miles per hour with an 
average 85th percentile speed of 28 miles per hour.  
 
Therefore, the results of the speed data indicated that vehicles traversing Ashland Avenue had an 
observed average speed that is less than the posted speed limit. Additionally, the observed 85th 
percentile speed along Ashland Avenue is within five miles per hour of the posted speed limit. As 
such, the travel speeds along Keystone Avenue are reasonable and within the range of typically 
acceptable speeds. 
 

 
 
1 Residential Streets, Third Edition was developed by the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), and the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI).  
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Discussion and Recommendations  
 
In order to determine if an all-way stop sign control is warranted for the intersection of Ashland 
Avenue with Vine Street, the existing traffic volume and speed data were compared to the Multi-
Way Stop guidelines published in Chapter 2B of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD). The relevant MUTCD criteria for Multi-Way Stop control for this intersection 
evaluation is as follows:  
 
1. The vehicular volume entering the intersection from the major street approaches (total of both 

approaches) averages at least 300 vehicles per hour for any 8 hours of an average day; and  
 

2. The combined vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle volume entering the intersection from the 
minor street approaches (total of both approaches) averages at least 200 units per hour for the 
same 8 hours, with an average delay to minor-street vehicular traffic of at least 30 seconds per 
vehicle during the highest hour. 

 
3. Five or more reported crashes in a 12-month period that are susceptible to correction by a 

multi-way stop installation. Such crashes include right-turn and left-turn collisions as well as 
right-angle collisions. 

 
4. Locations where a road user, after stopping, cannot see conflicting traffic and is not able to 

negotiate the intersection unless conflicting cross traffic is also required to stop. 
 
The MUTCD states that if the 85th-percentile approach speed of the major-street traffic exceeds 
40 mph, the minimum vehicular volume warrants are 70 percent of the values provided in Items 1 
and 2. As can be seen from the results of the speed surveys, the 85th percentile speeds do not exceed 
40 miles per hour and as such, the original minimum values apply.  
 
Based on the results of the traffic counts, 85 percent of the daily traffic volume on Ashland Avenue 
occurs between 6:00 A.M. and 8:00 P.M. with the eight highest hours carrying 61 percent of the 
daily traffic volumes. As such, the highest eight hours carry approximately 531 vehicles or 
approximately 66 vehicles per hour which is less than the 300 vehicles per hour major street 
volume required.  
 
Additionally, while no count data is available Vine Street, this roadway is not a through street, 
serves approximately 13 residential driveways and four public alleys (all of which have multiple 
access points) and as such, Vine Street is not anticipated to carry greater than 200 units per hour 
for eight hours on a given day.  
 
As previously indicated, was only one crash reported at the intersection of Ashland Avenue with 
Vine Street and as such, does not meet the crash criteria for multi-way stop sign control. 
 
Lastly, the sight lines for vehicles stopped on Vine Street waiting to turn onto Ashland Avenue, 
particularly at the edge of pavement for Ashland Avenue are adequate and do not warrant the 
provision of additional traffic control. Pictures of the existing sight lines at the Ashland Avenue 
edge of pavement are included in Figures 6 through 9.  
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As such, based on the existing traffic volumes, speed surveys, crash data, and intersection 
configuration, an all-way stop sign control at this intersection is not warranted and as such is not 
recommended.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the preceding traffic evaluation and review of the existing traffic volumes, speed surveys 
as well as the roadway’s physical and operating characteristics the following was determined:  

 
• The traffic volumes on Ashland Avenue generally fall within the acceptable range for local 

roads confirming that Ashland Avenue is operating as designated in the May 2019 
comprehensive plan.  

 
• The results of the traffic counts, speed surveys, crash data, and intersection configuration do 

not warrant the provision of all-way stop sign control.  
 
• The travel speeds of traffic on Ashland Avenue with an average median speed of 23 miles 

per hour and an average 85th percentile speed of 28 miles per hour are reasonable and within 
the range of typically acceptable speeds.  
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Aerial View of Study Location       Figure 1 
  

Subject 
Intersection 
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Ashland Avenue Looking North at Vine Street     Figure 2 

 

 
Ashland Avenue Looking South at Vine Street     Figure 3 
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Vine Street Looking West at Ashland Avenue     Figure 4 

 

 
Vine Street Looking East at Ashland Avenue     Figure 5 
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Eastbound Vine Street at Ashland Avenue Sight Lines Looking North   Figure 6 

 

 
Eastbound Vine Street at Ashland Avenue Sight Lines Looking South   Figure 7 
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Westbound Vine Street at Ashland Avenue Sight Lines Looking North  Figure 8 

 

 
Westbound Vine Street at Ashland Avenue Sight Lines Looking South  Figure 9 



From: Ryan Bloecker
To: Jeff Loster
Subject: Request for street safety commission on Washington Blvd.
Date: Thursday, July 8, 2021 11:07:43 AM

Jeff Foster,

Hello, my name is Ryan Bloecker. I reside at 147 Keystone at the corner of Keystone and Washington in
RF.

I would like to make a formal request for commission to help calm traffic on Washington Blvd. Currently it
is a daily/hourly safety hazard with vehicles speeding through, running stop signs and using the parking
lanes and intersections to pass those that are obeying the traffic laws. We have 20+ children on this street as
well as the need to cross Washington Blvd to get to Washington Park.

Additionally, I feel with the minimizing of Madison Ave. down to one lane and the advent of AI assisted
GPS offering up Washington Blvd as a 'faster route' our neighborhood has been inundated with more
'passing through' traffic who don't seem to concern themselves with the safety of our neighborhood.

Not having a civic engineering background, I look to similar streets like Chicago Ave. that have added curb
bump outs as a solution to help deter the parking lane from being used for the purposes of parking. Just
outside of RF, Washington Blvd is a two lane road, I feel bump outs can help reinforce the change to one
driving lane.

I am proposing curb bump outs be installed at all 4-way intersections from Thatcher to Lathrop.

I would love to opportunity to form a petition and rally around getting this project implemented. Please let
me know the next step in this process. I noticed a Board meeting is coming up in July, is this something I
should attend.

thanks, ryan

mailto:rlbloecker@yahoo.com
mailto:jloster@vrf.us
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MEMORANDUM TO: Jeff Loster, PE, CFM, CPESC 
    Village Engineer 

Village of River Forest 
 

FROM:   Brendan S. May, PE, PTOE 
Senior Consultant 

Luay R. Aboona, PE, PTOE 
Principal 

DATE: January 13, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Intersection Evaluation 

Washington Boulevard with Keystone Avenue 
River Forest, Illinois 

 
 
This memorandum summarizes the results of a traffic evaluation conducted by Kenig, Lindgren, 
O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA, Inc.) for the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Keystone 
Avenue in River Forest, Illinois. The purpose of this evaluation was to examine the existing 
roadway characteristics, evaluate the traffic counts and speed surveys collected by the Village of 
River Forest, and determine if additional traffic or speed control should be provided at the 
intersection. Figure 1 shows an aerial view of the study location. All figures and tables referenced 
in this memorandum are included in the Appendix. 
 
Existing Roadway Characteristics 
 
Washington Boulevard is an approximately 42-foot-wide roadway that is under the jurisdiction of 
the Village of River Forest and is classified as a collector roadway in the May 2019 Comprehensive 
Plan. Washington Boulevard provides one travel lane in each direction and on-street parking 
striped on both sides of the street. Parking on both sides of Washington Boulevard is generally 
unrestricted but prohibited within the vicinity of the Washington Boulevard intersection with 
Keystone Avenue. Furthermore, Washington Boulevard provides signage reinforcing that driving 
in the parking lane is prohibited. Additionally, residential homes and their respective driveways 
front the east side of Washington Boulevard. Washington Boulevard has a posted speed limit of 
25 miles per hour. 
 
Keystone Avenue is an approximately 27-foot-wide roadway that is under the jurisdiction of the 
Village of River Forest and is classified as a local roadway in the May 2019 Comprehensive Plan. 
Keystone Avenue provides one travel lane in each direction and has a posted speed limit of 25 
miles per hour. Parking is permitted on both sides of the roadway, which is restricted to two hours 
between 8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. Monday through Friday north of Washington Boulevard and 
unrestricted south of Washington Boulevard. Residential homes and their respective driveways are 
located on both sides of the roadway.  
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At the all-way stop sign-controlled intersection of Washington Boulevard with Keystone Avenue, 
all four approaches provide a shared left-turn/through/right-turn lane. However, it should be noted 
that the Washington Boulevard travel lanes at this intersection are approximately 20 feet wide, 
which allows for left-turn/through and right-turn movements to occur simultaneously. As of 
November 2021, high visibility crosswalks are currently provided on the west and east legs of the 
intersection. However, based on historical aerial photography of this intersection, the north and 
south legs of the intersection previously provided high visibility crosswalks which were removed 
with the recent resurfacing of Keystone Avenue and have not since been replaced.  
 
Photos of this intersection and adjacent roadway segments are provided in Figures 2 through 5. It 
should be noted that based on the May 2019 Comprehensive Plan, this intersection was not 
identified as an intersection to be evaluated for a traffic control upgrade.  
 
Existing Traffic Counts, Speed Data, and Crash Data Summary 
 
In order to determine the existing traffic volumes and travel speeds along Washington Boulevard 
between Forest Avenue and Gale Avenue, the Village of River Forest performed traffic counts and 
speed surveys between 1:01 P.M. on Wednesday, October 27, 2021 and 12:46 P.M. on Wednesday, 
November 3, 2021. It should be noted that the traffic counts and speed surveys were collected 
using a speed trailer that was parked along the roadway, facing east. The collected data provides 
the speed of each vehicle and a daily traffic count and also determined the direction of travel of 
each vehicle.  
 
The results of the traffic count data indicated the roadway segment carried a total of 28,783 
vehicles per day over the seven-day period, which averages approximately 4,112 vehicles per day. 
Furthermore, the results of the traffic count data indicated that there was a relatively even 
distribution between eastbound and westbound vehicles with approximately 43 percent of the total 
daily vehicles traveling westbound and 57 percent of the total daily vehicles traveling eastbound.   
 
The results of the speed data were summarized in two ways. First, the average speed was 
calculated, which defines the median or typical speed traveled by vehicles. Second, the 85th 

percentile speed was calculated, which is the speed at which 85 percent of the motorists drive at 
or below and is a benchmark that speed limits are based on. The results of the speed data indicated 
that the average speed of both eastbound and westbound vehicles was approximately 27 miles per 
hour and the 85th percentile speed for both northbound and southbound vehicles was 32 miles per 
hour. It should be noted that approximately 1,513 vehicles (combined eastbound and westbound 
directions) or 216 vehicles per day (approximately five percent of the total vehicles) were observed 
traveling faster than 35 miles per hour. Of the total vehicles traveling faster than 35 miles per hour, 
92 percent of these vehicles were traveling in the eastbound direction.  
 
Furthermore, it should be noted that between 2014 and 2021 (as of October 13, 2021) there were 
35 reported crashes at the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Keystone Avenue. This 
results in an average of four crashes per year. Within the last eight years, four years experienced 
five or more crashes per year. 2014 experienced five crashes per year, 2015 experienced five 
crashes per year, 2016 experienced nine crashes per year, and 2019 experienced six crashes per 
year.  
 



  
 3 

Traffic Count and Speed Data Comparison  
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the existing traffic volumes, particularly during the weekday 
morning and weekday evening peak periods, may not be typical of pre-pandemic normal traffic 
conditions. Based on annual average daily traffic volume (AADT) data published on the Illinois 
Department of Transportation (IDOT) Getting Around Illinois website, Washington Boulevard 
east of Keystone Avenue carries an AADT volume of 6,200 vehicles. As such, it is anticipated that 
the traffic volumes along Washington Boulevard are approximately 50 percent lower than pre-
pandemic conditions.  
 
Evaluation of Washington Boulevard Traffic Count Data 
 
Based on Residential Streets, Third Edition1, collector roadways typically have a daily volume 
over 1,500 vehicles. Therefore, the traffic volumes along Washington Boulevard are within the 
acceptable range for collector roadways. Additionally, the daily traffic volumes are similar in both 
directions which indicates that if cut-through traffic is occurring along Washington Boulevard, it 
is likely to be limited. As such, the results of the traffic count data suggest that this roadway is 
operating within its functional capacity and that cut-through traffic, if it is occurring, is minimal. 
Furthermore, the operation of Washington Boulevard meets the requirements of the Village of 
River Forest Comprehensive Plan dated May 2019, which states that collector streets move traffic 
between arterials (IL Route 171 to the west and Harlem Avenue to the east) and local streets (such 
as Keystone Avenue).  
 
Evaluation of Washington Boulevard Speed Data 
 
The main factors affecting travel speeds are the roadway’s physical and operating characteristics 
including width of road, number of travel lanes, hills, curves, roadway surface, and length of free-
flow conditions. Many of these attributes are fixed along a roadway’s infrastructure and are 
generally difficult and/or costly to change. Courts typically only uphold tickets when they are 8 to 
10 mph over the speed limit and as such, 85th percentile speed within five miles per hour are 
typically considered accepted or reasonable. As can be seen, vehicles traversing Washington 
Boulevard had an average of 27 miles per hour with an 85th percentile speed of 32 miles per hour.  
 
However, as previously indicated, approximately 1,513 vehicles (combined eastbound and 
westbound directions) or 216 vehicles per day (approximately five percent of the total vehicles) 
were observed traveling faster than 35 miles per hour. Of the total vehicles traveling faster than 35 
miles per hour, 92 percent of these vehicles were traveling in the eastbound direction. This is likely 
due to westbound vehicles slowing down as they approach the stop sign at Keystone Avenue, while 
vehicles traveling eastbound have unrestricted traffic flow between Keystone Avenue and Franklin 
Avenue.  
 
 

 
 
1 Residential Streets, Third Edition was developed by the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB), the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), and the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI).  
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Additionally, the majority of vehicles speeding in both directions occurs during the weekday 
morning (7:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M.) peak period Monday through Thursday and during the weekday 
afternoon (2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.) peak periods Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.  

Looking specifically at the speed data for eastbound vehicles, these vehicles had an average speed 
of 29 miles per hour with an 85th percentile speed of 33 miles per hour. As such, this 85th percentile 
speed falls within the 8 to 10 miles per hour range over the speed limit that is typically upheld by 
courts for traffic tickets.  

It should be noted that vehicles travelling in the eastbound direction on Washington Boulevard are 
traveling between two parks, Washington Commons Park and Washington Square Park, which are 
separated by Washington Boulevard. A crosswalk connecting these parks is located across the east 
leg of the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Forest Avenue, approximately 400 feet east 
of Keystone Avenue.  

In order to mitigate any speeding that occurs in the eastbound direction on Washington 
Boulevard east of Keystone Avenue, enforcement measures should be considered. Additionally, 
temporary radar speed signs can be installed (such as the ones utilized for data collection) to 
alert drivers of their prevailing speed. If the provision of temporary speed signs mitigates 
speeding, then consideration should be given to the installation of permanent radar speed 
signs. A photo illustrating a permanent speed sign is illustrated in Figure 6.  

Discussion and Recommendations 

Based on the review of the traffic count data and taking into consideration traffic count data 
previously provided by the Village of River Forest for Keystone Avenue for September 2020, it is 
anticipated that the all-way stop sign control provided at the intersection of Washington Boulevard 
with Keystone Avenue is adequate and ensures that the intersection operates at acceptable levels 
of service. However, in order to confirm these findings, it is recommended that weekday morning 
and weekday evening peak period turning movement vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle counts be 
conducted. Conducting these counts would allow capacity analyses to be performed for this 
intersection to determine if any enhanced traffic control, such as the provision of a traffic signal, 
is warranted at this intersection.  

It is our understanding that on occasion motorists are not obeying the traffic control along 
Washington Boulevard.  As can be seen from Figures 4 and 5, the visibility of the stop signs on 
Washington Boulevard have been enhanced with red reflective strips along the stop sign poles and 
red spinning reflective markers on top of the stop sign. In addition, streetlights are provided at the 
intersection which further illuminates the intersection and the traffic control. Therefore, the 
visibility of the stop sign does not appear to be a factor in the motorists obeying the traffic control. 
However, in order to further enhance the visibility of the stop signs, consideration could be given 
to installing red LED flashing lights within the border of the stop signs. The LED lights can be 
powered via solar energy and will provide active illumination of the stop sign. Figure 7 illustrates 
a stop sign with solar powered LED illumination. It should be noted that the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) permits the use of illumination on stop signs provided they 
meet the MUTCD requirements. 
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Furthermore, as previously indicated, the Washington Boulevard travel lanes are approximately 
20 feet wide which allow for left-turn/through and right-turn movements to occur simultaneously. 
It is our understanding that during peak times, that the width of the roadway allows for vehicles to 
utilize the parking/curb side lane to pass vehicles that are waiting in queue to advance through the 
intersection. Should this operation of the Washington Boulevard approaches be deemed 
undesirable, consideration should be given to providing bump-outs/curb extensions on 
Washington Boulevard at its intersection with Keystone Avenue.   
 
The provision of these bump-outs will ensure that only one vehicle will enter the intersection from 
the Washington Boulevard approaches at a time and will discourage the use of the additional 
pavement width to pass vehicles stopped at the intersection. Furthermore, the provision of a bump-
out will reduce the length of the crosswalk and minimize the time a pedestrian spends within the 
vehicle travel way.  
 
However, prior to the installation of bump-outs, capacity analyses should be performed for the 
intersection (as discussed previously) to ensure the operation of the Washington Boulevard 
approaches is adequate as a single travel lane and to determine if any enhanced traffic control 
should be provided.  
 
Washington Boulevard with Forest Avenue 
 
While the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Forest Avenue is not the subject intersection 
as part of this evaluation, the findings of the speed surveys indicate that the majority of speeding 
occurs in the eastbound direction as vehicles travel towards Forest Avenue. As previously 
indicated, the east leg of Forest Avenue provides a pedestrian crossing that connects Washington 
Commons Park to Washington Square Park. Therefore, this intersection should also be evaluated 
for the provision of bump-outs to enhance the pedestrian crossings at this location. These bump-
outs could be provided in lieu of or in addition to the provision of bump-outs at the intersection of 
Washington Boulevard with Keystone Avenue. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the preceding traffic evaluation and review of the existing traffic volumes and speed 
surveys as well as the roadway’s physical and operating characteristics, the following was 
determined:  

 
• The traffic volumes on Washington Boulevard generally fall within the acceptable range 

for collector roads, confirming that Washington Boulevard is operating as designated in 
the May 2019 comprehensive plan.  

 
• The traffic volumes on Washington Boulevard have an average median speed of 27 miles 

per hour and an average 85th percentile speed of 32 miles per hour, which are reasonable 
and within the range of typically acceptable speeds. 
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• The eastbound traffic volumes on Washington Boulevard have an average speed of 29 
miles per hour with and an 85th percentile speed of 33 miles per hour. The 85th percentile 
speed falls within the eight to 10 miles per hour range over the speed limit that is typically 
upheld by courts for traffic tickets.   

 
• In order to mitigate any speeding that is typically occurring in the eastbound direction, 

enforcement measures should be considered as well as the provision of temporary speed 
signs and/or permanent radar speed signs placed on Washington Boulevard, facing east, 
between Keystone Avenue and Forest Avenue. 

 
• To further enhance the visibility of the stop signs on Washington Boulevard at Keystone 

Avenue, consideration should be given to installing red LED flashing lights within the 
border of the stop sign. Furthermore, as previously indicated, the Washington Boulevard 
travel lanes are approximately 20 feet wide, which allows for left-turn/through and right-
turn movements to occur simultaneously.  

 
• Should the operation of the Washington Boulevard approaches at Keystone Avenue (given 

the 20-foot-wide travel lanes) be deemed undesirable, consideration should be given to 
providing bump-outs/curb extensions on Washington Boulevard at its intersection with 
Keystone Avenue.   

 
o Prior to the installation of bump-outs, weekday morning and weekday evening peak 

period turning movement vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle counts should be 
conducted at the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Keystone Avenue. 
Conducting these counts would allow capacity analyses to be performed for this 
intersection to determine the adequacy of the existing traffic control and to 
determine if any enhanced traffic control, such as the provision of a traffic signal, 
is warranted at this intersection.  

 
• Due to the speeding of some vehicles in the eastbound direction on Washington Boulevard 

east of Keystone Avenue (which is located between Washington Commons Park and 
Washington Square Park), the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Forest Avenue 
should also be evaluated for the provision of bump-outs to enhance the pedestrian crossings 
at this location. These could be provided in lieu of or in addition to the provision of bump-
outs on Washington Boulevard at Keystone Avenue.  
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Appendix  
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Aerial View of Study Location       Figure 1 
  

Subject 
Intersection 
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Keystone Avenue Looking North at Washington Boulevard   Figure 2 

 
 

 
Keystone Avenue Looking South at Washington Boulevard   Figure 3 
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Washington Boulevard Looking East at Keystone Avenue   Figure 4 

 
 

 
Washington Boulevard Looking West at Keystone Avenue   Figure 5 
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Sample of Permanent Radar Speed Sign      Figure 6 

 
 

 
Solar Powered Stop Sign LED Illumination     Figure 7 
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Peter Puljic

From: Vito <vsi2112@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 10:55 AM
To: Peter Puljic
Subject: Request to review Traffic ay Keystone/Linden intersection

Hi Peter, per our conversation, and per the document I shared with you, I am requesting a formal review of the 
traffic speed at the intersection of Keystone & Linden. I have lived in RF for over 6 years and my office 
overseas Keystone. Everyday, cars are speeding on Keystone at speeds over 40 miles an hour. There are a 
number of children playing outside who I am especially concerned about.  
 
As you know, Keystone is not a major roadway but rather a small residential street. There was an accident that 
occurred on Keystone earlier this year where it resulted in a hit and run. Keystone needs to be taken back 
control of before a horrible accident occurs. 
 
It is for the above reason that I am requesting a review of this intersection to be discussed during your 
upcoming January board meeting.  
 
I do not know the answer as to how to control the speed issue, but I do know there is a problem, please help the 
local residents address this. 
 
FYI, there was not one of the 15 local residents I spoke to, and who have signed the petition, who disagreed that 
this was an issue. I will assure you, the entire 2 block radius would sign this document if asked. 
 
Please help. 

ppuljic
Rectangle



ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9, ENTITLED "TRAFFIC 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 3, ENTITLED "TRAFFIC SCHEDULES," 

OF THE RIVER FOREST VILLAGE CODE 

BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River 
Forest, Cook County, Illinois: 

Section 1: That Title 9, entitled "Traffic Regulations," Chapter 3, entitled "Traffic 
Schedules," of the River Forest Village Code, Section 9-3-2 thereof, entitled “Schedule 2, 
Stop Intersections” be amended by adding the following: 

ASHLAND AVENUE, northbound and southbound at its intersection with Vine 
Street. 

Section 2: That the appropriate signage be installed in accordance with Section 1. 

Section 3: That all Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this 
Ordinance are hereby expressly repealed. 

Section 4: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its passage, 
approval and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 

AYES: 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: 

ADOPTED 

ATTEST: 

Jonathan Keller, 
Village Clerk 

Catherine Adduci 
Village President 



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date: January 19, 2022 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees  
  
From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator   
 
Subj: Request for Zoning Variation – 1111 Bonnie Brae Place 
 

 
Issue 
Shantanu Kamra, owner of the property at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place, has applied for a zoning 
variation from the regulation requiring that 75% for all off-street parking spaces for the multi-
family structure located on the property be enclosed. The variation, if granted, will allow the 
property owner to demolish the existing garage and construct an open parking lot in the rear 
yard of the property.   
 
Analysis 
On November 11, 2022, the Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing and considered the 
attached application. The Zoning Board of Appeals voted 6-1 on a motion to recommend that 
the Village Board of Trustees approve the requested variation. On January 13, 2022, the Zoning 
Board of Appeals approved the findings of fact and recommendation.  
 
During the public hearing, the property owner expressed a willingness to include affordable 
housing units within his building. Since the public hearing, he has engaged in additional 
discussions with Staff regarding his desire to create additional garden-level apartments in the 
building that would be rented at a rate consistent with the standards noted in condition 4 of the 
findings of fact. He would prefer to offer the existing six units at a market rate. The creation of 
additional multi-family units on the property is subject to the planned development process 
and review by the Development Review Board and Village Board of Trustees.   
 
Staff reviewed available records to identify similar zoning variation requests that the Village 
Board has acted upon since 2008. Each application and recommendation is considered based 
on its own facts, and that approval of a particular zoning variation does not set a precedent for 
other variations. There are no zoning variation requests that are substantially similar to this 
request in this case. 
 



Requested Action:   
If the Village Board of Trustees wishes to approve the requested variation, the following 
motion would be appropriate:  

 Motion to approve an Ordinance granting the requested variation to Section 10-11-8 
of the Zoning Ordinance at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place.  

 
Document(s) Attached: 
 Ordinance  
 Findings of Fact 
 Report from the Zoning Board of Appeals 
 Minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing 
 Application 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING VARIATIONS RELATED TO THE  
CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKING LOT AT 1111 BONNIE BRAE PLACE 

 
 WHEREAS, petitioner Shanatnu Kamra (“Petitioner”), owner of the property 
located at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place in the Village of River Forest (“Property”), requested 
variations (“Application”) from the Village of River Forest’s enclosed parking space 
requirements in Section 10-11-8 of the Village of River Forest Zoning Ordinance (“Zoning 
Ordinance”), to allow the construction of a parking lot at the Property with seven (7) 
parking spaces, when fifteen and a half (15.5) parking spaces are required, and to provide 
for no enclosed parking spaces, when seventy-five percent (75%) of the parking spaces 
required for the Property, being ten (10) of fifteen and a half (15.5) spaces), are required 
to be enclosed (together the “Variations”), the Property is located in the R-4 Multi-Family 
Residential Zoning District; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Property is legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto and 
made a part hereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Application was referred to the Village of River Forest Zoning 
Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) and was processed in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 11, 2021, the ZBA held a public hearing on the 
Application pursuant to notice thereof given in the manner required by law, and, after 
considering all of the testimony and evidence presented at the public hearing, the ZBA 
recommended approval of the Variations, by a vote of six (6) to one (1), all as set forth in 
the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA in this matter (“Findings and 
Recommendation”) approved on January 13, 2022, a copy of which is attached hereto as 
Exhibit B and made a part hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest 
have duly considered the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA, and all of the 
materials, facts and circumstances affecting the Application, and find that the Application 
satisfies the standards set forth in the Zoning Ordinance relating to the Variations; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees 
of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:  

 
 SECTION 1: Incorporation. That the recitals above are incorporated into Section 
1 as though set forth herein. 
 
 SECTION 2: Approval. That the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, 
acting pursuant to the authority vested in them by the laws of the State of Illinois and the 
Zoning Ordinance, subject to the conditions in Section 3 below: (i) find that the Application 
meets the standards for the Variations requested therein, and (ii) approve the Variations 
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with respect to the parking lot proposed to be built on the Property as set forth in the 
Application. The Variations are approved only to the extent needed for the construction 
and maintenance of the parking lot on the Property, and the Variations shall remain in 
effect only for so long as the parking lot proposed in the Application remains on the 
Property. 
 
 SECTION 3: Conditions. That the Variations are subject to the following 
conditions:  
 

1. That one (1) parking space shall be compliant with the requirements of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act for disabled persons; 
 

2. That the parking lot shall be constructed from concrete and permeable 
materials to match the adjacent alley to the east;  
 

3. That the Petitioner shall construct and maintain a five foot (5’) high wooden 
fence along the north boundary of the Property between the alley to the 
west to a point past the last parking space; and 
 

4. That, to ensure that the Petitioner abides by his commitment in the 
amended Application to rent two (2) of the six (6) two (2) bedroom 
residential units at the Property at an affordable rental  rate, the Petitioner 
shall not rent these two (2) residential units for more than the most recently 
available “Affordable Rent Limit” for a “2 Bedroom” unit in the Chicago Metro 
Area as published by the Illinois Housing Development Authority pursuant 
to the Illinois Affordable Housing Planning and Appeal Act, 310 ILCS 67/1, 
et seq., which, as of the effective date of this Ordinance, is One Thousand 
Two Hundred and Fifty-Eight and 00/100 Dollars ($1,258.00) per month. 
The Petitioner shall submit an annual affidavit of compliance with this 
condition to the Zoning Administrator on January 15 of each year after the 
Property receives a final certificate of occupancy from the Village for the 
parking lot approved in this Ordinance, and the Petitioner shall provide 
information and materials as may be requested by the Zoning Administrator 
to confirm compliance with this condition. 

 
 SECTION 4: Recording. That Village staff is directed to record the Ordinance on 
title to the Property with the Cook County Recorder of Deeds. 
 
 SECTION 5: Violation. That any violation of any term or condition stated in this 
Ordinance or of any applicable code, ordinance, or regulation of the Village shall be 
grounds for the rescission of the approvals made in this Ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 6: Severability. That if any Section, paragraph or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or 
unenforceability of such Section, paragraph or provision shall not affect any of the 
remaining provisions of this Ordinance.  
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 SECTION 7: Repeal. That all ordinances, resolutions, motions or parts thereof in 
conflict with this Ordinance shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 8: Effectiveness. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
after its approval and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
 
 ADOPTED this 24th day of January, 2022, pursuant to a roll call vote. 

 
AYES:  ______________________________________________ 
 

 NAYS:   _______________________________________________ 
 
 ABSENT:   _______________________________________________ 
  
 APPROVED by me this 24th day of January, 2022. 

  
      
 __________________________________ 

    Catherine Adduci, Village President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
      Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 
 
 
The Petitioner acknowledges the reasonableness of the above and foregoing terms and 
conditions in the Ordinance, and hereby accepts the same. 

By: ______________________________   
      Titleholder of Record of the Property          

 
Date: _____________________     
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EXHIBIT A 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
LOT 14 IN GREY AND BRAESE'S RESUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 1 IN THE 

SUDIVISION OF BLOCKS 1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15 AND 16 IN BOGU'S ADDITION TO 
OAK PARK BEING A SUBDIVISION OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 
AND THE EAST ONE THIRD OF THE WEST 1/2 OF SAID SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF 

SECTION 1, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
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EXHIBIT B 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

 
(attached) 











REPORT FROM THE VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

 

 

Recommendation: The Zoning Board of Appeals voted in favor of a motion to grant the 
requested variation. 

 
Property: 1111 Bonnie Brae Place 

Zoning District:  R4 Multi-Family Residential District 

Applicant:   Shantanu Kamra 

Nature of Application: The applicant proposes to demolish the existing detached garage 
and to construct an open parking lot in the rear yard of the 
property. 

 
Ordinance Provision(s): 10-11-8(E) Off-Street Parking: A minimum of 75% of all required 

parking spaces shall be enclosed. 

Ordinance Requirement Current Condition Proposed Condition 

10-11-8(E) A minimum of 75% of all required 
parking spaces shall be enclosed. 
15.5 spaces are required; 11.625 
must be enclosed. 

The current detached 
garage provides 4 
enclosed parking spaces. 

7 parking spaces will be 
provided; none will be 
enclosed. 

 
ZBA Hearing Date: The public hearing was conducted on November 11, 2021.   

Date of Application:   October 19, 2021 

Zoning Board Vote:  Chairman Frank Martin Yes 
    Corina Davis   Yes 
    Gerry Dombrowski   Yes 
    Chris Plywacz   Yes 
    Joanna Schubkegel  Yes 
    Michael Smetana  Yes 
    Ronald Lucchesi  No 
   
Report Prepared by:  Clifford Radatz, Building Official 
 
Requested Action: Motion to approve an Ordinance granting the requested variations 

to Section 10-11-8 of the Zoning Ordinance at 1111 Bonnie Brae 
Place. 













           Clifford E. Radatz



 
RIVER FOREST 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
A meeting of the River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Thursday,  
November 11, 2021 at 7:30 P.M. in the Community Room of the River Forest Village 
Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 
 
Physical attendance at this public meeting may be limited due to the COVID-19 
pandemic with Zoning Board of Appeals officials, staff and consultants having priority 
over members of the public. Public comments and any responses will be read into the 
public meeting record.  You may submit your public comments via email in advance 
of the meeting to: Clifford Radatz at cradatz@vrf.us.  You may listen to the meeting by 
clicking here https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84578557570 or participating in a 
telephone conference call as follows, dial-in number: 1-312-626-6799 with meeting 
id: 845 7855 7570.  If you would like to participate over the phone, please contact 
Clifford Radatz by telephone at (708) 714-3557 or by email at cradatz@vrf.us by 
12:00 pm on Thursday, October 14, 2021. 

 
I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of the Minutes from the meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals on 
October 14, 2021 

III. Public Hearing – Zoning Variation Requests for 1111 Bonnie Brae Place –  
Off-Street Parking.  

IV. Confirmation of Next Regularly Scheduled Meeting –December 9, 2021 

V. Public Comment 
 

VI. Adjournment 

mailto:cradatz@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84578557570
mailto:cradatz@vrf.us


 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: November 5, 2021 
 
TO:  Zoning Board of Appeals  
 
FROM: Clifford E. Radatz  CeR 
  Building Official 
 
SUBJECT: Variation Request – 1111 Bonnie Brae Place  
 
Shantanu Kamra, owner of the property at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place, has submitted the attached 
application for variations to the Off-Street Parking regulations (Section 10-11-8) of the Zoning 
Code. The applicant proposes to demolish the existing detached garage and to construct an open 
parking lot in the rear yard of the property.  
 
For the R-4 Zoning District, Section 10-11-8 of the Zoning Code requires 2 off-street parking 
spaces to be provided for each 2 bedroom dwelling unit, plus 2.5 off-street parking spaces for each 
3 bedroom dwelling unit, plus one guest parking space per 5 dwelling units or part thereof.   The 
total number of off-street parking spaces required for the existing residential building at 1111 
Bonnie Brae Place is 15.5.  In the proposed parking lot, only 7 parking spaces will be provided. 
 
Additionally, Section 10-11-8 requires 75% of all required parking spaces to be enclosed.  The 
current detached garage provides 4 enclosed parking spaces, but with its removal, the new parking 
lot will provide zero enclosed parking spaces. 
 
If the Zoning Board wishes to recommend the approval of these variations to the Village Board 
of Trustees, the following motion should be made: 
 
Motion to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees the approval of the variations to Section 
10-11-8 of the Zoning Code at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this application, please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
 



LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS 
 

 

Public Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) of the Village 
of River Forest, County of Cook, State of Illinois, on Thursday, November 11, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. in the First Floor 
Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, Illinois on the following matter: 

The ZBA will consider an application for major zoning variations submitted by Shantanu Kamra, owner of the 
property at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place, who is proposing to demolish the existing detached garage and to construct 
a surface parking lot for seven automobiles in the rear yard.  

Section 4-8-5 of the Village Code provides the Zoning Board jurisdiction to hold public hearings and offer 
recommendations to the Village Board concerning variations to Zoning Ordinance.  

The applicant is requesting two major variations.  The first variation is to section 10-11-8, to allow the provision 
of 7 parking spaces in lieu of the 15½ required off-street parking spaces.  The second variation is to section 10-11-
8-E which requires a minimum of 75% of all required parking spaces to be enclosed.  The applicant proposes to 
remove the existing garage which provides four enclosed parking spaces and provide none. 

The legal description of the property at 1111 Bonnie Brae Place is as follows:  

LOT 14 IN GREY AND BRAESE'S RESUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 1 IN THE SUDIVISION OF BLOCKS 1, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15 
AND 16 IN BOGU'S ADDITION TO OAK PARK BEING A SUBDIVISION OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 AND 
THE EAST ONE THIRD OF THE WEST 1/2 OF SAID SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 1, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 12, 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

A copy of the application will be available to the public at  Village Hall and on the Village’s website at 
www.vrf.us/zoningvariation no less than 15 days prior to the public hearing.  The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 
packet will also be available at www.vrf.us/meetings no less than 48 hours prior to the public hearing.  

All interested persons will be given the opportunity to be heard at the public hearing. For public comments to be 
considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board of Trustees in their decision, they must be included 
as part of the public hearing record.  Interested persons can learn more about how to participation in the hearing 
by visiting www.vrf.us/zoningvariation.  

Sincerely, 
Clifford Radatz 
Secretary, Zoning Board of Appeals 

http://www.vrf.us/zoningvariation
http://www.vrf.us/meetings
http://www.vrf.us/zoningvariation


CHECKLIST OF STANDARDS FOR MAJOR VARIATIONS 

  1 

Name of Commissioner: __________________________ Date of Public Hearing: ___________________  

Application: ____________________________________ Address ________________________________ 

Standards: 

Met? 1 Standard 
 
Yes  
 
No 
 

1. The physical surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific property involved will 
bring a specific hardship upon the owner as distinguished from an inconvenience if the strict letter 
of the regulations were to be carried out; 

 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Yes  
 
No 
 

2. The aforesaid unique physical condition did not result from any action of any person having an 
interest in the property, but was created by natural forces or was the result of governmental action, 
other than the adoption of this Zoning Title, for which no compensation was paid; 

 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Yes  
 
No 
 

3. The conditions upon which the petition for variation is based may not be applicable generally to 
other property within the same zoning classification; 

 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Yes  
 
No 
 

4. The purpose of the variation is not based predominantly upon a desire for economic gain; 
 

Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Yes  
 
No 
 

5. The granting of the variation shall not be detrimental to the public welfare or unduly injurious to 
the enjoyment, use, or development value of other property or improvements in the neighborhood 
in which the property is located; or 

 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                                           
1 If a standard has not been met, indicate the reasons why in the notes section for that standard.  



CHECKLIST OF STANDARDS FOR MAJOR VARIATIONS 

  2 

 
Yes  
 
No 
 

6. The proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property, or 
substantially increase the danger of fire, or otherwise endanger the public safety or substantially 
diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood; 

 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Yes  
 
No 
 

7. That the granting of the variation would not unduly tax public utilities and facilities in the area; 
 

Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Yes  
 
No 
 

8. That there is no means other than the requested variation by which the alleged hardship or difficulty 
can be avoided or remedied to a degree sufficient to permit a reasonable use of the subject 
property; 

 
Notes: __________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

If any of the standards have not been met, what changes could be made to the application so it meets all the 
standards? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 







Proposed Zoning Variation for 1111 Bonnie Brae 
 Demolish the existing frame car garage on the east end of lot 14 and replace with an open 
parking pad with 7 parking spots. Open parking pad will have dimensions of  49.03 feet by 40.35 feet. 
The existing garage has dimensions of 37.22 feet by 20.32 feet. The open parking spots will allow the 
residents of 1111 Bonnie Brae to park their cars on the property without having to struggle for street 
parking.  
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Zoning Review Checklist

Addition

Address: 1111 Bonnie Brae Place

Date of Review: 10/30/2021 Date of Submission: 10/15/2021

Contact: Telephone #:

Zoning District: R4

Use: Parking for Multi- Family Residential Building

Permitted Use

Ordinance section

Lot Area 10-11-4 Lot Width Lot Depth Lot Area

50.00 184.54 9227.00

Lot Coverage 10-11-5 Allowed Existing Proposed

R4:  60% allowed for an interior lot 5536.20 3801.01 3047.27 
70% allowed for a corner lot 41.19% 33.03%

Floor Area Ratio 10-11-5 Allowed Existing Proposed

R4: Maximum FAR of 1.5, subject to: 13840.50 9895.56 9141.82 
gross area of 1,800 s.f./ unit 107.25% 99.08%

minimum one bedroom for every unit

Setbacks 10-11-7 Required Existing Proposed

Front Yard West

To the Building 43.1900

Eave Length 0.0000

Setback to Eave * 20.0000 43.1900 0.0000 
Proposed setback

Side Yard North at addition

To the Building 2.8400

Eave Length 0.0000

Setback to Eave 3.0000 2.8400 0.0000 

Side Yard South

To the Building 9.8800

Eave Length 0.0000

Setback to Eave 3.0000 9.8800 0.0000 

Rear Yard East

15% of Lot Depth or 25' minimum 49.0500

Eave Length 0.0000

Setback to Eave 27.6810 49.0500 0.0000 



Zoning Review Checklist

Addition

Proposed Ht.

Building Height Ridge 10-11-6 Allowed Existing at addition

Height above grade in feet 45' 40' 
Story Height 5 3 0 

Existing +

Off-Street Parking 10-11-8 Required Existing Proposed

Parking required per unit type # of units

One Bedroom Dwelling Units: 2 / unit 0 0.0

Two Bedroom Dwelling Units: 2 / unit 3 6.0

Three Bedroom Dwelling Units: 2.5 / unit 3 7.5

Guest Parking; 1 / 5 units or part thereof 2.0

15.5 4 7 

Enclosed Parking spaces

75% of all reqd spaces shall be enclosed 10-11-8-E 11.6 4 0 

Off-Street Loading 10-11-9 Required Existing Proposed

1 per each 30 dwelling units 1 0 0 



1111 Bonnie Brae Place 10/30/2021

Area Calculations

Date of Submission ########

Analysis for Zoning Variation Application

Lot Area 50.0000 184.5400 9227.0000

Allowed Coverage 0.6000 5536.2000

Allowed FAR 1.5000 13840.5000

Lot Coverage - Existing

First Floor Area Existing 3047.2730

Detached Garage Existing 753.7376

0.0000

0.0000

Total 3801.0106

Lot Coverage - New

First Floor Area Existing 3047.2730

Detached Garage Proposed 0.0000

0.0000

0.0000

Total 3047.2730

Floor Area - Existing

Floor Area - existing 1st floor 3047.2730

2nd floor 3047.2730

3rd Floor 3047.2730

Detached Garage Existing 753.7376

9895.5566

Floor Area - Proposed

Floor Area - Proposed 1st floor 3047.2730

2nd floor 3047.2730

3rd Floor 3047.2730

Detached Garage Proposed 0.0000

9141.8190



1111 Bonnie Brae Place 10/30/2021

House - 1st floor - Existing to remain

A 85.5800 34.1700 2924.2686

B 1.7500 8.2000 14.3500

C 10.1600 3.0400 30.8864

circular bay D arc = 25.4' R = 15.29' 77.7680

3047.2730

House - 1st floor - Proposed

Existing to remain 3047.2730

0.0000

3047.2730

House - 2nd floor - Existing

Same as First Floor 3047.2730

0.0000

3047.2730

House - 2nd floor - Proposed

Existing to remain 3047.2730

0.0000

3047.2730

House - Third Floor - Existing to remain

Same as First Floor 3047.2730

0.0000

3047.2730

House -Third Floor - Proposed

Existing to remain 3047.2730

0.0000

3047.2730

Detached Garage - Existing

eg 20.2400 37.2400 753.7376

0.0000

753.7376

Detached Garage - Proposed

none 0.0000

0.0000

0.0000







Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: January 24, 2022 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees 
 
From: Brian Murphy, Village Administrator  
 
Subj: Approval of Bond Ordinance  
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Issue/Analysis:, A public hearing was held at the January 10th Village Board meeting to take 
comment on the proposed issuance of $550,000 in general obligation tax bonds as part of the 
Village’s debt service extension base. There were no comments offered from the public. The 
Village may proceed with approving the ordinance that would allow for the sale of bonds not 
to exceed $550,000 which will be paid back over a two-year period. The bond proceeds would 
be deposited in our infrastructure improvement bond fund and be used for street resurfacing 
and other applicable public works infrastructure projects.  
 
The Village has issued bid forms to local financial institutions to provide their “bid” or best 
interest rate over a two-year period. The last issuance was awarded to Forest Park National 
Bank with an interest rate of 1.00 to 1.20%. Bids were submitted on January 20,, 2022 and the 
2022 series Bonds will be issued to Forest Park National Bank.  They offered very competitive 
interest rates of .65% to .95% for the two year issuance.  The bond closing is planned to take  
place on February 16, 2022.  
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends a MOTION to approve an Ordinance Providing for the 
Issue of Not-to-Exceed $550,000 General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022, of the 
Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, for the Purpose of Paying for Public 
Infrastructure Projects within the Village, providing for the Levy of a Direct Annual Tax to Pay 
the Principal of and Interest on said Bonds.  
 
Thank you.  
Attachment  
Ordinance 



 
4885-8819-0216.3 

MINUTES of the regular public meeting of the President and Board 
of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, 
held in the Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 
400 Park Avenue, in said Village, at 7:00 o’clock P.M., on the 
24th day of January, 2022. 

* * * 

The President called the meeting to order and directed the Village Clerk to call the roll. 

Upon roll call, ______________, the President, and the following Trustees at said location 

answered present: ________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

The following Trustees were allowed by a majority of the President and Board of Trustees 

in accordance with and to the extent allowed by rules adopted by the President and Board of 

Trustees to attend the meeting by video or audio conference:   . 

No Trustee was not permitted to attend the meeting by video or audio conference. 

The following Trustees were absent and did not participate in the meeting in any manner 

or to any extent whatsoever:   

The President announced that a proposal had been received from Forest Park National 

Bank, Forest Park, Illinois, for the purchase of $550,000 non-referendum general obligation 

limited tax bonds to be issued by the Village to pay for public infrastructure projects within the 

Village, and that the President and Board of Trustees would consider the adoption of an ordinance 

providing for the issue of said bonds and the levy of a direct annual tax to pay the principal and 

interest thereon.   

Whereupon ________________ presented and explained and read by title the following 

ordinance, a copy of which was provided to the President and Board of Trustees prior to said 

meeting and to all in attendance at said meeting who requested a copy: 



 
4885-8819-0216.3 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE providing for the issue of $550,000 General 
Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022, of the Village of River 
Forest, Cook County, Illinois, for the purpose of paying for public 
infrastructure projects within the Village, providing for the levy of 
a direct annual tax to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois (the “Village”), is a duly 

organized and existing municipality created under the provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois 

(the “State”), and is now operating under the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, and all 

laws amendatory thereof and supplementary thereto (the “Municipal Code”); and 

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village (the “Board”) has heretofore 

determined and does hereby determine that it is necessary, essential and in the best interests of the 

residents of the Village to pay for public infrastructure projects within the Village (the “Project”); 

and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that it does not have sufficient funds on hand for the purpose 

aforesaid, and that the cost thereof, including legal, financial and other expenses, will not exceed 

$550,000, and that it is necessary and for the best interests of the Village that it borrow a sum 

$550,000 and issue bonds of the Village to evidence the borrowing; and 

WHEREAS, the Board does hereby find and determine that upon the borrowing of said sum 

and the issuance of bonds of the Village in the amount of $550,000, all in accordance with the 

provisions of the Section 8-5-16 of the Municipal Code, as amended, the aggregate outstanding 

bonds of the Village issued pursuant to said Section, including the bonds herein authorized, will 

not exceed one-half of one percent of the assessed value of all of the taxable property located 

within the Village, and accordingly, the Board is authorized to issue such bonds without submitting 

the question of such issuance to the electors of the Village; and 



 
 
4885-8819-0216.3 

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Bond Issue Notification 

Act of the State, as amended, the President of the Village (the “President”), on the 21st day of 

December, 2021, executed an Order calling a public hearing (the “Hearing”) for the 10th day of 

January, 2022, concerning the intent of the Board to sell said bonds; and 

WHEREAS, notice of the Hearing was given (i) by publication at least once not less than 

seven (7) nor more than thirty (30) days before the date of the Hearing in the Wednesday Journal, 

the same being a newspaper of general circulation in the Village, and (ii) by posting at least 

48 hours before the Hearing a copy of said notice at the principal office of the Board, which notice 

was continuously available for public review during the entire 48-hour period preceding the 

Hearing; and 

WHEREAS, the Hearing was held on the 10th day of January, 2022, and at the Hearing the 

Board explained the reasons for the proposed bond issue and permitted persons desiring to be heard 

an opportunity to present written or oral testimony within reasonable time limits; and 

WHEREAS, the Hearing was finally adjourned on the 10th day of January, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, the bonds so authorized shall be issued as limited bonds under the provisions of 

Section 15.01 of the Local Government Debt Reform Act of the State, as amended (the “Debt 

Reform Act”), and as such it is not necessary to submit the proposition of the issuance of the bonds 

to the voters of the Village for approval: 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Ordained by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of 

River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows: 

Section 1. Incorporation of Preambles.  The Board hereby finds that all of the recitals 

contained in the preambles to this Ordinance are full, true and correct and does incorporate them 

into this Ordinance by this reference. 
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Section 2. Determination to Issue Bonds.  It is necessary and in the best interests of 

the Village to finance the Project, to pay all related costs and expenses incidental thereto, and to 

borrow money and issue the Bonds (as hereinafter defined) for such purposes. 

Section 3. Bond Details.  There shall be issued and sold the Bonds of the Village in 

the sum of $550,000 and designated “General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022” (the 

“Bonds”).  The Bonds shall be dated February 16, 2022, bear the date of authentication, be in fully 

registered form, be in denominations of $1,000 each and authorized integral multiples thereof (but 

no single Bond shall represent installments of principal maturing on more than one date), be 

numbered 1 and upward, and become due and payable on December 1 of each of the years (without 

option of prior redemption), in the amounts and bearing interest at the rates per annum as follow: 

YEAR OF  
MATURITY 

PRINCIPAL 
AMOUNT 

RATE OF 
INTEREST 

2022 $275,000 0.650% 
2023 275,000 0.950% 

The Bonds shall bear interest from their date or from the most recent interest payment date 

to which interest has been paid or duly provided for, until the principal amount of the Bonds is 

paid, such interest (computed upon the basis of a 360-day year of twelve 30-day months) being 

payable annually on December 1, commencing December 1, 2022.  Interest on each Bond shall be 

paid by check or draft of the Treasurer of the Village (the “Treasurer”), as bond registrar and 

paying agent (the “Bond Registrar”), payable upon presentation in lawful money of the United 

States of America, to the person in whose name such Bond is registered at the close of business on 

the 15th day of the month next preceding the interest payment date.  The principal of the Bonds 

shall be payable in lawful money of the United States of America at the office maintained for such 

purpose by the Bond Registrar. 
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The Bonds shall be signed by the President, and shall be attested by the Village Clerk, and 

the corporate seal of the Village shall be affixed thereto or printed thereon, and in case any officer 

whose signature shall appear on any Bond shall cease to be such officer before the delivery of such 

Bond, such signature shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if such 

officer had remained in office until delivery. 

All Bonds shall have thereon a certificate of authentication substantially in the form 

hereinafter set forth duly executed by the Bond Registrar, as authenticating agent of the Village 

and showing the date of authentication.  No Bond shall be valid or obligatory for any purpose or 

be entitled to any security or benefit under this Ordinance unless and until such certificate of 

authentication shall have been duly executed by the Bond Registrar by manual signature, and such 

certificate of authentication upon any such Bond shall be conclusive evidence that such Bond has 

been authenticated and delivered under this Ordinance.  The certificate of authentication on any 

Bond shall be deemed to have been executed by the Bond Registrar if signed by an authorized 

officer of the Bond Registrar, but it shall not be necessary that the same officer sign the certificate 

of authentication on all of the Bonds issued hereunder. 

Section 4. Registration of Bonds; Persons Treated as Owners.  The Village shall cause 

books for the registration and for the transfer of the Bonds as provided in this Ordinance to be kept 

at the office maintained for such purpose by the Bond Registrar, which is hereby constituted and 

appointed the registrar of the Village for the Bonds.  The Village is authorized to prepare, and the 

Bond Registrar or such other authorized person as the offices of the Village may designate shall 

keep custody of, multiple Bond blanks executed by the Village for use in the transfer and exchange 

of Bonds. 
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Upon surrender for transfer of any Bond at the office of the Bond Registrar, duly endorsed 

by, or accompanied by a written instrument or instruments of transfer in form satisfactory to the 

Bond Registrar and duly executed by, the registered owner or his or her attorney duly authorized 

in writing, the Village shall execute and the Bond Registrar shall authenticate, date and deliver in 

the name of the transferee or transferees a new fully registered Bond or Bonds of the same maturity 

of authorized denominations, for a like aggregate principal amount.  Any fully registered Bond or 

Bonds may be exchanged at said office of the Bond Registrar for a like aggregate principal amount 

of Bond or Bonds of the same maturity of other authorized denominations.  The execution by the 

Village of any fully registered Bond shall constitute full and due authorization of such Bond and 

the Bond Registrar shall thereby be authorized to authenticate, date and deliver such Bond, 

provided, however, the principal amount of outstanding Bonds of each maturity authenticated by 

the Bond Registrar shall not exceed the authorized principal amount of Bonds for such maturity 

less previous retirements. 

The Bond Registrar shall not be required to transfer or exchange any Bond during the 

period beginning at the close of business on the 15th day of the month next preceding any interest 

payment date on such Bond and ending at the opening of business on such interest payment date. 

The person in whose name any Bond shall be registered shall be deemed and regarded as 

the absolute owner thereof for all purposes, and payment of the principal of or interest on any Bond 

shall be made only to or upon the order of the registered owner thereof or his or her legal 

representative.  All such payments shall be valid and effectual to satisfy and discharge the liability 

upon such Bond to the extent of the sum or sums so paid. 
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No service charge shall be made for any transfer or exchange of Bonds, but the Village or 

the Bond Registrar may require payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental 

charge that may be imposed in connection with any transfer or exchange of Bonds. 

Section 5. Form of Bond.  The Bonds shall be in substantially the following form: 
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[Form of Bond] 

REGISTERED REGISTERED 
No. $__________ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 

COUNTY OF COOK 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

GENERAL OBLIGATION LIMITED TAX BOND, SERIES 2022 

See Reserve Side for 
Additional Provisions 

 
Interest 
Rate:        ___% 

Maturity 
Date:  December 1, 20__ 

Dated 
Date:  ________, 2022 

 
Registered Owner: 

Principal Amount: 

[1] KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS, that the Village of River Forest, Cook 

County, Illinois (the “Village”), hereby acknowledges itself to owe and for value received 

promises to pay to the Registered Owner identified above, or registered assigns as hereinafter 

provided, on the Maturity Date identified above, the Principal Amount identified above and to pay 

interest (computed on the basis of a 360-day year of twelve 30-day months) on such Principal 

Amount from the date of this Bond or from the most recent interest payment date to which interest 

has been paid at the Interest Rate per annum set forth above on December 1 of each year, 

commencing December 1, 20__, until said Principal Amount is paid.  Principal of this Bond is 

payable in lawful money of the United States of America at the office maintained for such purpose 

by the Treasurer of the Village, as bond registrar and paying agent (the “Bond Registrar”).  

Payment of the installments of interest shall be made to the Registered Owner hereof as shown on 
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the registration books of the Village maintained by the Bond Registrar at the close of business on 

the 15th day of the month next preceding each interest payment date and shall be paid by check or 

draft of the Bond Registrar, payable upon presentation in lawful money of the United States of 

America, mailed to the address of such Registered Owner as it appears on such registration books 

or at such other address furnished in writing by such Registered Owner to the Bond Registrar, or 

as otherwise agreed by the Village and the Bond Registrar. 

[2] It is hereby certified and recited that all conditions, acts and things required by law 

to exist or to be done precedent to and in the issuance of this Bond did exist, have happened, been 

done and performed in regular and due form and time as required by law; that the indebtedness of 

the Village, including the issue of bonds of which this is one, does not exceed any limitation 

imposed by law; and that provision has been made for the collection of a direct annual tax to pay 

the interest hereon as it falls due and also to pay and discharge the principal hereof at maturity.  

Although this Bond constitutes a general obligation of the Village and no limit exists on the rate 

of said direct annual tax, the amount of said tax is limited by the provisions of the Property Tax 

Extension Limitation Law of the State of Illinois, as amended (the “Law”).  The Law provides 

that the annual amount of the taxes to be extended to pay the issue of bonds of which this Bond is 

one and all other limited bonds (as defined in the Local Government Debt Reform Act of the State 

of Illinois, as amended) hereafter issued by the Village shall not exceed the debt service extension 

base (as defined in the Law) of the Village (the “Base”), as more fully described in the proceedings 

of the Village providing for the issue of this Bond.  The Village is authorized to issue from time 

to time additional limited bonds payable from the Base, as permitted by law, and to determine the 

lien priority of payments to be made from the Base to pay the Village’s limited bonds. 
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[3] This Bond shall not be valid or become obligatory for any purpose until the 

certificate of authentication hereon shall have been manually signed by the Bond Registrar. 

[4] IN WITNESS WHEREOF, said Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, by its 

President and Board of Trustees, has caused its corporate seal to be hereunto affixed or printed 

hereon, and this Bond to be signed by the President and be attested to by the Village Clerk, all as 

of the Dated Date identified above. 

   
President 

ATTEST: 

  
Village Clerk 

[SEAL] 

Date of Authentication:  ________, 2022 

CERTIFICATE  Bond Registrar and Paying Agent: 
OF  Treasurer, Village of River Forest, 

AUTHENTICATION  Cook County, Illinois 
   

This Bond is one of the Bonds 
described in the within mentioned ordinance 
and is one of the General Obligation Limited 
Tax Bonds, Series 2022, of the Village of 
River Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 

  

 
By  

Treasurer, as Bond Registrar 
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 

GENERAL OBLIGATION LIMITED TAX BOND, SERIES 2022 

[5] This Bond is one of a series of Bonds issued by the Village for the purpose of paying 

for public infrastructure projects within the Village, all as described and defined in the ordinance 

authorizing the Bonds (the “Ordinance”), pursuant to and in full compliance with the applicable 

provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, and all laws amendatory thereof and supplementary 

thereto, including the Local Government Debt Reform Act of the State of Illinois, as amended, 

and with the Ordinance, which has been duly passed by the President and Board of Trustees of the 

Village, and approved by the President, in all respects as by law required. 

[6] This Bond is transferable by the Registered Owner hereof in person or by his or her 

attorney duly authorized in writing at the office maintained for such purpose by the Bond Registrar 

in River Forest, Illinois, but only in the manner, subject to the limitations and upon payment of the 

charges provided in the Ordinance, and upon surrender and cancellation of this Bond.  Upon such 

transfer a new Bond or Bonds of authorized denominations of the same maturity and for the same 

aggregate principal amount will be issued to the transferee in exchange therefor. 

[7] The Bonds are issued in fully registered form in denomination of $1,000 each and 

authorized integral multiples thereof.  This Bond may be exchanged at the office maintained for 

such purpose by the Bond Registrar for a like aggregate principal amount of Bonds of the same 

maturity of other authorized denominations, upon the terms set forth in the Ordinance.  The Bond 

Registrar shall not be required to transfer or exchange any Bond during the period beginning at the 

close of business on the 15th day of the month next preceding any interest payment date on such 

Bond and ending at the opening of business on such interest payment date. 
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[8] The Village and the Bond Registrar may deem and treat the Registered Owner 

hereof as the absolute owner hereof for the purpose of receiving payment of or on account of 

principal hereof and interest due hereon and for all other purposes and neither the Village nor the 

Bond Registrar shall be affected by any notice to the contrary. 

(ASSIGNMENT) 

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, the undersigned sells, assigns and transfers unto   

  

  

(Name and Address of Assignee) 

the within Bond and does hereby irrevocably constitute and appoint   

 attorney to transfer the said Bond on the books kept for registration 

thereof with full power of substitution in the premises. 

Dated:      

Signature guaranteed:    

NOTICE: The signature to this assignment must correspond with the name of the Registered 
Owner as it appears upon the face of the within Bond in every particular, without 
alteration or enlargement or any change whatever. 

Section 6. Sale of Bonds.  The Bonds hereby authorized shall be executed as in this 

Ordinance provided as soon after the passage hereof as may be, and thereupon be deposited with 

the Treasurer of the Board, and be by said Treasurer delivered to Forest Park National Bank, 

Forest Park, Illinois, the purchaser thereof (the “Purchaser”), upon receipt of the purchase price 

therefor, the same being the principal amount of the Bonds plus accrued interest, if any, to date 

of delivery, it being hereby found and determined that the sale of the Bonds to the Purchaser is 

in the best interests of the Village and that no person holding any office of the Village, either by 
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election or appointment, is in any manner financially interested directly in his own name or 

indirectly in the name of any other person, association, trust or corporation, in the sale of the 

Bonds to the Purchaser. 

The officers of the Village are hereby authorized to take any action as may be required on 

the part of the Village to consummate the transactions contemplated by the Purchase Contract, this 

Ordinance. 

Section 7. Tax Levy.  In order to provide for the collection of a direct annual tax to pay 

the interest on the Bonds as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof at 

maturity, there be and there is hereby levied upon all the taxable property within the Village a 

direct annual tax for each of the years while the Bonds or any of them are outstanding, and that 

there be and there is hereby levied upon all of the taxable property in the Village, the following 

direct annual tax, to-wit: 

FOR THE YEAR A TAX SUFFICIENT TO PRODUCE THE SUM OF: 

2021 $274,418.19 for interest and principal up to and 
including December 1, 2022 

2022 $274,418.19 for interest and principal 

Debt service exceeding the above listed tax levies will be paid from funds on hand of the 

Village and lawfully available for such purpose. 

Principal or interest maturing at any time when there are not sufficient funds on hand from 

the foregoing tax levy to pay the same shall be paid from the general funds of the Village, and the 

fund from which such payment was made shall be reimbursed out of the taxes hereby levied when 

the same shall be collected. 

The Village covenants and agrees with the purchaser and the holder of the Bonds that so 

long as any of the Bonds remain outstanding, the Village will take no action or fail to take any 
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action which in any way would adversely affect the ability of the Village to levy and collect the 

foregoing tax levy and the Village and its officers will comply with all present and future 

applicable laws in order to assure that the foregoing taxes will be levied, extended and collected 

as provided herein and deposited in the fund established to pay the principal of and interest on the 

Bonds. 

Section 8. Filing of Ordinance.  Forthwith upon the passage and effective date of this 

Ordinance, the Village Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this Ordinance with the 

County Clerk of The County of Cook, Illinois (the “County Clerk”), and it shall be the duty of the 

County Clerk annually in and for the years 2021 and 2022 to ascertain the rate necessary to produce 

the tax herein levied, and extend the same for collection on the tax books against all of the taxable 

property within the Village in connection with other taxes levied in each of said years for Village 

purposes, in order to raise the respective amounts aforesaid and in each of said years such tax shall 

be computed, extended and collected in the same manner as now or hereafter provided by law for 

the computation, extension and collection of taxes for general purposes of the Village, and when 

collected, the taxes hereby levied shall be placed to the credit of a special fund to be designated 

“Bond and Interest Fund of 2022” (the “Bond Fund”), which taxes are hereby irrevocably pledged 

to and shall be used only for the purpose of paying the principal of and interest on the Bonds. 

Section 9. Limitation on Extension; General Obligation Pledge; Additional 

Obligations.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance, the annual amount of the 

taxes to be extended by the County Clerk to pay the Bonds and all other limited bonds (as defined 

in the Debt Reform Act) hereafter issued by the Village shall not exceed the debt service extension 

base (as defined in the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law of the State of Illinois, as amended) 

of the Village (the “Base”). 
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No limit, however, exists on the rate of the direct annual tax levied herein, and the Bonds 

shall constitute a general obligation of the Village. 

The Village is authorized to issue from time to time additional limited bonds payable from 

the Base, as permitted by law, and to determine the lien priority of payments to be made from the 

Base to pay the Village’s limited bonds. 

Section 10. Creation of Funds and Appropriations.  The principal proceeds of the 

Bonds and any premium received from the sale of the Bonds are hereby appropriated to pay the 

costs of issuance of the Bonds and for the purpose of paying the cost of the Project, and that portion 

thereof not needed to pay such costs of issuance is hereby ordered deposited into a special fund 

designated “Series 2022 Project Fund” (the “Project Fund”), hereby created; and disbursements 

shall be made from the Project Fund only for the payment of the costs of the Project and the costs 

of issuance of the Bonds and for which the principal proceeds are hereby appropriated. 

Any accrued, if any, interest received upon the sale of the Bonds shall be and is hereby 

appropriated for the purpose of paying first interest due on the Bonds and, to that end, is hereby 

ordered deposited into the Bond Fund, which fund shall be the fund for the payment of principal 

of and interest on the Bonds.  Taxes received for the payment of the Bonds shall be deposited into 

the Bond Fund and used solely and only for paying the Bonds.  Interest received from deposits in 

the Bond Fund shall, at the discretion of the Board and to the extent permitted by law, either be 

transferred to the corporate fund of the Village or be retained in the Bond Fund for payment of the 

principal of or interest on the Bonds on the interest payment date next after such interest is 

received. 

Section 11. Non-Arbitrage and Tax-Exemption.  The Village hereby covenants that it 

will not take any action, omit to take any action or permit the taking or omission of any action 
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within its control (including, without limitation, making or permitting any use of the proceeds of 

the Bonds) if taking, permitting or omitting to take such action would cause any of the Bonds to 

be an arbitrage bond or a private activity bond within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code 

of 1986, as amended (the “Code”), or would otherwise cause the interest on the Bonds to be 

included in the gross income of the recipients thereof for federal income tax purposes.  The Village 

acknowledges that, in the event of an examination by the Internal Revenue Service (the “IRS”) of 

the exemption from federal income taxation for interest paid on the Bonds, under present rules, 

the Village may be treated as a “taxpayer” in such examination and agrees that it will respond in a 

commercially reasonable manner to any inquiries from the IRS in connection with such an 

examination. 

The Village also agrees and covenants with the purchasers and holders of the Bonds from 

time to time outstanding that, to the extent possible under Illinois law, it will comply with whatever 

federal tax law is adopted in the future which applies to the Bonds and affects the tax-exempt status 

of the Bonds. 

The Board hereby authorizes the officials of the Village responsible for issuing the Bonds, 

the same being the President, the Village Clerk and the Treasurer, to make such further covenants 

and certifications regarding the specific use of the proceeds of the Bonds as approved by the Board 

and as may be necessary to assure that the use thereof will not cause the Bonds to be arbitrage 

bonds and to assure that the interest on the Bonds will be exempt from federal income taxation.  In 

connection therewith, the Village and the Board further agree:  (a) through their officers, to make 

such further specific covenants, representations as shall be truthful, and assurances as may be 

necessary or advisable; (b) to consult with counsel approving the Bonds and to comply with such 

advice as may be given; (c) to pay to the United States, as necessary, such sums of money 
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representing required rebates of excess arbitrage profits relating to the Bonds; (d) to file such 

forms, statements, and supporting documents as may be required and in a timely manner; and (e) if 

deemed necessary or advisable by their officers, to employ and pay fiscal agents, financial 

advisors, attorneys, and other persons to assist the Village in such compliance. 

Section 12. Designation of Issue.  The Village hereby designates each of the Bonds as 

a “qualified tax-exempt obligation” for the purposes and within the meaning of Section 265(b)(3) 

of the Code. 

Section 13. List of Bondholders.  The Bond Registrar shall maintain a list of the names 

and addresses of the holders of all Bonds and upon any transfer shall add the name and address of 

the new Bondholder and eliminate the name and address of the transferor Bondholder. 

Section 14. Duties of Bond Registrar.  The obligations and duties of the Bond Registrar 

hereunder include the following: 

(a) to act as bond registrar, authenticating agent, paying agent and transfer 
agent as provided herein; 

(b) to maintain a list of Bondholders as set forth herein and to keep such list 
confidential other than for use by the Village; 

(c) to cancel and/or destroy Bonds which have been paid at maturity or 
submitted for exchange or transfer; 

(d) to furnish the Village at least annually a certificate with respect to Bonds 
cancelled and/or destroyed; and 

(e) to furnish the Village at least annually an audit confirmation of Bonds paid, 
Bonds outstanding and payments made with respect to interest on the Bonds. 

Section 15. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this 

Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or 

unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affect any of the 

remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 
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Section 16. Repeal.  All ordinances, resolutions, or parts thereof in conflict herewith be 

and the same are hereby repealed, and this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect forthwith 

upon its adoption and approval as provided by law. 
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Adopted this 24th day of January, 2022. 

AYES: __________________________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS:   

ABSENT:   

Approved this 24th day of January, 2022. 

   
President 

ATTEST: 

  
Village Clerk 

Recorded in the Village Records on 
this 24th day of January, 2022. 
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Trustee _____________ moved and Trustee _____________ seconded the motion that said 

ordinance as presented and read by title be adopted. 

After a full and complete discussion thereof, the President directed that the roll be called 

for a vote upon the motion to adopt said ordinance. 

Upon the roll being called, the following Trustees voted AYE:  ___________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

NAY:  ________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Whereupon the President declared the motion carried and said ordinance was adopted and 

approved by the President, and the President directed the Village Clerk to record the same in full 

in the records of the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, 

Illinois, which was done. 

Other business not pertinent to the adoption of said ordinance was duly transacted at the 

meeting. 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting was adjourned. 

   
Village Clerk 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF COOK ) 

CERTIFICATION OF ORDINANCE AND MINUTES 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and acting Village Clerk 
of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois (the “Village”), and as such official I am the 
keeper of the records and files of the President and Board of Trustees of the Village (the “Board”). 

I do further certify that the foregoing constitutes a full, true and complete transcript of the 
minutes of the meeting of the Board held on the 24th day of January, 2022, insofar as same relates 
to the adoption of Ordinance No. ________ entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE providing for the issue of $550,000 General 
Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022, of the Village of River 
Forest, Cook County, Illinois, for the purpose of paying for public 
infrastructure projects within the Village, providing for the levy of 
a direct annual tax to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

a true, correct, and complete copy of which said ordinance as adopted at said meeting appears in 
the foregoing transcript of the minutes of said meeting. 

I do further certify that the deliberations of the Board on the adoption of said ordinance 
were conducted openly, that the vote on the adoption of said ordinance was taken openly, that said 
meeting was held at a specified time and place convenient to the public, that notice of said meeting 
was duly given to all of the news media requesting such notice, that an agenda for said meeting 
was posted at the location where said meeting was held and at the principal office of the Board at 
least 48 hours in advance of the holding of said meeting, that at least one copy of said agenda was 
continuously available for public review during the entire 48-hour period preceding said meeting, 
that a true, correct and complete copy of said agenda as so posted attached hereto as Exhibit A, that 
said meeting was called and held in strict compliance with the provisions the Open Meetings Act 
of the State of Illinois, as amended, and with the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, as 
amended, and the Local Government Debt Reform Act of the State of Illinois, as amended, and 
that the Board has complied with all of the applicable provisions of said Acts and said Code and 
its procedural rules in the adoption of said ordinance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my official signature and seal of the Village, this 
24th day of January, 2022. 

   
Village Clerk 

[SEAL] 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF COOK ) 

FILING CERTIFICATE 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am the duly qualified and acting County Clerk 

of The County of Cook, Illinois, and as such official I do further certify that on the ____ day of 

________, 2022, there was filed in my office a duly certified copy of Ordinance No. _______ 

entitled: 

AN ORDINANCE providing for the issue of $550,000 General 
Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022, of the Village of River 
Forest, Cook County, Illinois, for the purpose of paying for public 
infrastructure projects within the Village, providing for the levy of 
a direct annual tax to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds. 

duly adopted by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, 

Illinois, on the 24th day of January, 2022 and that the same has been deposited in the official files 

and records of my office. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto affix my official signature and the seal of said County, 

this ____ day of ________, 2022. 

   
County Clerk of The County of Cook, Illinois 

[SEAL] 

 
 


	1-24-22 VBOT Agenda
	5A. 1-10-22 River Forest Meeting Minutes
	5B. Approval of an agreement- Traffic Study
	KLOA Proposal_1-3-22

	5C. Legal Expenses Invoice over $20,000 (KTJ)
	Pages from Village of River Forest January 2022 invoice.pdf - Adobe Acrobat Pro

	5D. Approval of Financial Services
	Kane McKenna Agreement

	5E. December 2021 Financial Report
	5F. VA Report 1-24-22
	7A. Traffic & Safety Recommendations
	Traffic and Safety Packet_01-19-22
	Petition1
	KLOA Memo1
	Existing Roadway Characteristics
	Existing Traffic Counts, Speed Data, and Crash Data Summary
	Traffic Count and Speed Data Comparison
	Evaluation of Traffic Count Data
	Evaluation of Speed Data
	Discussion and Recommendations
	Conclusion

	Written Request
	Petition
	KLOA Memo
	Existing Roadway Characteristics
	Existing Traffic Counts, Speed Data, and Crash Data Summary
	Traffic Count and Speed Data Comparison
	Evaluation of Washington Boulevard Traffic Count Data
	Evaluation of Washington Boulevard Speed Data
	Discussion and Recommendations
	Washington Boulevard with Forest Avenue
	Conclusion
	o Prior to the installation of bump-outs, weekday morning and weekday evening peak period turning movement vehicle, pedestrian, and bicycle counts should be conducted at the intersection of Washington Boulevard with Keystone Avenue. Conducting these c...


	Ippolito request

	Ordinance - Ashland @ Vine
	ORDINANCE NO.


	7B. 1111 Bonnie Brae - Zoning Variation
	Cover Memo

	Ordinance

	Findings of Fact

	Report from ZBA

	Minutes

	Application


	9A. Bond Sale Memo and Ordinance
	BOND SALE ORDINANCE 2022 Village of River Forest GO Limited Tax Bonds 4885-8819-0216 v.2-c
	Ordinance No. ________
	Section 1. Incorporation of Preambles.  The Board hereby finds that all of the recitals contained in the preambles to this Ordinance are full, true and correct and does incorporate them into this Ordinance by this reference.
	Section 2. Determination to Issue Bonds.  It is necessary and in the best interests of the Village to finance the Project, to pay all related costs and expenses incidental thereto, and to borrow money and issue the Bonds (as hereinafter defined) for s...
	Section 3. Bond Details.  There shall be issued and sold the Bonds of the Village in the sum of $550,000 and designated “General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2022” (the “Bonds”).  The Bonds shall be dated February 16, 2022, bear the date of au...
	Section 4. Registration of Bonds; Persons Treated as Owners.  The Village shall cause books for the registration and for the transfer of the Bonds as provided in this Ordinance to be kept at the office maintained for such purpose by the Bond Registrar...
	Section 5. Form of Bond.  The Bonds shall be in substantially the following form:
	[Form of Bond]
	(Assignment)
	(Name and Address of Assignee)
	Section 6. Sale of Bonds.  The Bonds hereby authorized shall be executed as in this Ordinance provided as soon after the passage hereof as may be, and thereupon be deposited with the Treasurer of the Board, and be by said Treasurer delivered to Forest...
	Section 7. Tax Levy.  In order to provide for the collection of a direct annual tax to pay the interest on the Bonds as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof at maturity, there be and there is hereby levied upon all the tax...
	The Village covenants and agrees with the purchaser and the holder of the Bonds that so long as any of the Bonds remain outstanding, the Village will take no action or fail to take any action which in any way would adversely affect the ability of the ...
	Section 8. Filing of Ordinance.  Forthwith upon the passage and effective date of this Ordinance, the Village Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this Ordinance with the County Clerk of The County of Cook, Illinois (the “County Clerk”...
	Section 9. Limitation on Extension; General Obligation Pledge; Additional Obligations.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Ordinance, the annual amount of the taxes to be extended by the County Clerk to pay the Bonds and all other limited bon...
	Section 10. Creation of Funds and Appropriations.  The principal proceeds of the Bonds and any premium received from the sale of the Bonds are hereby appropriated to pay the costs of issuance of the Bonds and for the purpose of paying the cost of the ...
	Section 11. Non-Arbitrage and Tax-Exemption.  The Village hereby covenants that it will not take any action, omit to take any action or permit the taking or omission of any action within its control (including, without limitation, making or permitting...
	Section 12. Designation of Issue.  The Village hereby designates each of the Bonds as a “qualified tax-exempt obligation” for the purposes and within the meaning of Section 265(b)(3) of the Code.
	Section 13. List of Bondholders.  The Bond Registrar shall maintain a list of the names and addresses of the holders of all Bonds and upon any transfer shall add the name and address of the new Bondholder and eliminate the name and address of the tran...
	Section 14. Duties of Bond Registrar.  The obligations and duties of the Bond Registrar hereunder include the following:
	(a) to act as bond registrar, authenticating agent, paying agent and transfer agent as provided herein;
	(b) to maintain a list of Bondholders as set forth herein and to keep such list confidential other than for use by the Village;
	(c) to cancel and/or destroy Bonds which have been paid at maturity or submitted for exchange or transfer;
	(d) to furnish the Village at least annually a certificate with respect to Bonds cancelled and/or destroyed; and
	(e) to furnish the Village at least annually an audit confirmation of Bonds paid, Bonds outstanding and payments made with respect to interest on the Bonds.

	Section 15. Severability.  If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph, clause or provision shall not affec...
	Section 16. Repeal.  All ordinances, resolutions, or parts thereof in conflict herewith be and the same are hereby repealed, and this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect forthwith upon its adoption and approval as provided by law.



