
 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 

Wednesday, November 15th, 2023 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 2nd 

Floor Conference Room 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

Public comments sent in advance of the meeting are shared with the Commission. You may submit your 
written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: lmasella@vrf.us. This meeting will take place 
in the 2nd Floor Conference Room at Village Hall. 
 
You may listen to the meeting via Zoom conference call as follows: Zoom Conference Call: Dial-in number: 
312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 969 977 4078 Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9699774078 
 
The agenda is as follows: 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes – August 24th, 2023 

III. Public Comment 

IV. Discussion of Contributing or Noteworthy Properties to Consider for Significant 

Property Status 

V. Discussion Regarding Promotion of River Forest Architecture and History 

a. Continued discussion on Martin Braun and the Auvergne Neighborhood 

VI. Discussion of Additional Ways to Protect Significant Properties 

VII. Other Business 

VIII.     Adjournment  

https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2599
mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9699774078


  
   

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

 
August 24th, 2023 

 
A meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held on August 24th, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in 

the First Floor Community Room at the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 

Present:  Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White 
 
Absent:  Commissioners Raino-Ogden, Forehand, Muhr 
  
Also Present:  Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk Luke Masella  
 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – JULY 20th, 2023 

Chairmen Franek asked that on page two of the meeting minutes, the word “surrounding” in 
paragraphs three and four be changed to, “regarding.” 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Graham-White 
to approve the meeting minutes as revised for the July 20th, 2023, meeting. 
 
AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
III.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
IV.  APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS - 563 PARK AVE - 

HOME 

Chairmen Franek invited the applicant from 563 Park Ave, Dylan Keiser, up to the podium to give 
background on the home and the application for a Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
Mr. Keiser provided background information on the home and the application. 
 
Mr. Keiser stated they will do their best to keep the original trim intact. 
 
Chairman Franek asked if any members of the commission had questions or comments. 
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The commission and the applicant had a conversation regarding critter remediation. 
Commissioner Saeger stated she was happy with type of siding the applicant chose.  
 
Chairman Franek thanked the applicant for their attention to detail in their application and shared a 
story about his own experiences with animals in his home. 
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Graham-White 
to approve Certificate of Appropriateness application for 563 Parke Avenue. 
 
AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White.  
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
V.  REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 

COMPLETENESS - 604 BONNIE BRAE - HOME 

Chairman Franek asked the commission if they had any questions or comments about the application. 
 
Commissioner Saeger pointed out some discrepancies between the Plat of Survey and the drawings 
regarding the height of the home. 
 
Chairmen Franek stated that the new delineations added to the application have eased his concerns 
from the previous meeting.  
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Krusinski and SECONDED by Commissioner Saeger to 
accept the application for Certificate of Appropriateness at 604 Bonnie Brae as complete. 
 
AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White.  
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
VI.  CONSIDERATION OF APPLICATIONS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

AWARDS 

a. 210 Gale Avenue - Garage 

Chairmen Franek gave background on the application and his thoughts on which award would be 
relevant for this project. 

Commissioner Saeger stated that the project is well done and that the project could also be considered 
for the Streetscape Compatibility Award. Chairmen Franek agreed.  
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Deputy Clerk Masella stated that he thought Commissioner Forehand was responsible for asking the 
applicant to submit an application for the awards. 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Krusinski to 
award the Streetscape Compatibility Award to the owners of 210 Gale.  
 
AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White.  
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 

b. 727 Keystone Avenue - Rear Addition 

Chairmen Franek noted that the rear addition added to the property is nearly seamless and noted being 
impressed with the work.  
 
Commissioner Saeger noted being impressed with the work done as well. 
 
Chairmen Franek suggested the commission consider the Laurel McMahon Restoration Award or the 
Renovation Award. 
 
Commissioner Saeger suggested the commission wait until after reviewing the next award at 823 
Keystone to make a decision. 
 

c. 823 Keystone Avenue - Siding, Roof, Front Porch, and Landscaping 

Chairmen Franek complimented the improvements made to the appearance of the home. 

Commissioner Saeger stated that the applicants did a lovely job. 

Chairmen Franek asked the commission if they had any thoughts on which awards will be given to 
727 Keystone and 823 Keystone.  

Commissioner Saeger asked if the work done at 727 Keystone can be considered renovation.  

She also wondered if it would have been possible to even recreate the original architectural features at 
823 Keystone with modern building codes. 

Chairmen Franek stated there is nothing to suggest that the commission cannot present the same 
award to multiple applicants. 

He also stated he thought the Laurel McMahon Restoration Award would be applicable for 823 
Keystone and the Renovation Award would be appropriate for 727 Keystone.  

Commissioner Seager agreed. 
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A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Graham-White 
to award the Renovation Award to the owners of 727 Keystone. 
 
AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White. 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Graham-White 
to award the Laurel McMahon Restoration Award to the owners of 823 Keystone.  
 
AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White. 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
Chairmen Franek commented that this may have been the most robust discussion the commission 
has had surrounding awards in some time. He noted that this speaks to the quality of the work done 
by the applicants.  
 
VII.  DISCUSSION OF CONTRIBUTING OR NOTEWOTHY PROPERTIES TO 

CONSIDER FOR SIGNFICANT PROPERTY STATUS 

Chairmen Franek gave an update on the proposed architectural survey. He noted Commissioner 
Raino-Ogden volunteered to assist with photos for the project and that this in turn will cause a modest 
revision to the original proposal. 
 
Deputy Clerk Masella noted that staff would like to share the proposal with the Village Board and 
Village President before committing the proposed survey.  
 
VIII. DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONAL WAYS TO PROTECT SIGNFICANT 

PROPERTIES 
 
None 
 
IX. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROMOTION OF RIVER FOREST 

ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY.  
 
Commission Saeger provided an update on her research regarding the Martin H. Braun development 
area on River Oaks and Auvergne.  She also passed out an ad for the homes from when they were 
built. 
 
Chairmen Franek asked if 505 Auvergne was originally part of the same lot as 515 Auvergne.  
 
Commissioner Saeger stated she did not know. 
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Commissioner Graham-White pointed out that in the ad, the development is referred to as “restricted” 
and noted many of the negative connotations this word used to hold in the real estate world. 
 
Chairmen Franek agreed that “restricted” was used in the past in reprehensible real estate practices. 
He noted that there was a chance that the word was used in relation to the designs of the homes in 
the area. 
 
Chairmen Franek stated that if there was a restricted covenant that attempted to keep groups of people 
out of the area, it would be in the original deed. He also commented that if there are restricted 
covenants in the deeds of these homes, it casts this neighborhood in a different light.  
 
The Commission agreed to postpone any further considerations regarding this neighborhood until 
further research is done regarding the deeds of the homes. 
 
Commissioner Saeger stated she would attempt to locate the original deeds of the homes. 
 
X. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
XI. ADJOURNMENT   
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Krusinski and SECONDED by Commissioner Saeger to 
adjourn the August 24th, 2023 meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission at 8:12 p.m. 
 
AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White 
  
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes and the meeting ended at 8:12 PM.  
 
Respectfully submitted: 

____________________________________ 
Luke Masella 

      Deputy Clerk/Management Analyst 
 
Approved: 
 
 

   ____________________________________________ _______________________ 
      David Franek, Chairman               Date 
       Historic Preservation Commission  
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ROOK 44158PAG.F 1. 69 

COVElMiiTS lii'JD REflTRICTION,3 mmrl.jWG 
\'/ITH IJ,�11) ·' ' 

1. No building shall be erected or maintained upon the vro
perty herE<in be:l.n; sold, except as a· sing.le faillily dwcllinG ho':-sc: or 
not wo.r·� tllun one �wcl one-h&lf stories ir+ heighth, ·11itl1 one vr:i.vate 
attached garage, or said pr·ivate gui•a�c to. );le att6.checl to the house 
by means of' a breez<dway, and to be occupie:d for re�idential pttr].Joses 
only, 

2. No -.-rorl: :,hull be coirunr::nced for• th1; cons truct,io1i of any
house, gaNq�e, fence or• wall or i,ny othf;:r structure, ui,on said �ot,
prier to ::ul,mitting a plan, s.l:'.�tch or dravling <inc:ming all t:xt;;r·:..or 
el�Vi;.t:!.ons to tartin H. Eraun and Co.,. or its successo1•s 01• assigns
for a.!Jp!•cval, and no material cl1tL�e or deviation frcm the plan,
sketch or d:rm•1inL; a.s approved sh8.ll be made ·,1ithout first. obtaining
t ➔ kc p ,,n,..n�,,; 1 +;,.,,...,r, f'. A>lfl ,. -nir ,.,...,., i::+-.,n ,..+ ·J n-n 11z.,nn s:noh l.o t shall con

.1·or1i Vlith the approved plan, s1-.etch or dre.vting. In tJ1e event said 
1.:artin IJ. Draun and co. sh!:1.ll refuse, or be unable to a.ct nithin 
tl1irty (30) da�·s .v1hen required hereunder, th1m, and in ttiat evant, 
the owne:r al' the dwelling hoqse on the lands h!':reina bove described 
nearest t.o the location whare the intencled construction 1s to be 
erected, :::ay appoint an :,r-ci-iitect to re,Jl•tu.;ent hiL1 af1cl tl1,:; _pE:rscn 
seo?-J.dnc such approval r::1c1y appoint an arcl1:3.tect to represent hiui, a.nd 
:the two arc:1itects, so appointed, shal. l, betvre�n the;;., appoint a th;l.rd, 
•Nhich three shall corwtit,ute a Board, t'ron v1hich suoh a.t:l.i.-'roval may be
sought, The agreement of any two or. thr:, t:t,rE:e arc,iitGcts s11all oe· 
binding, The fel:ls of each of Sf.lid arcl1itects shall not exceed Tr,m 
Dollars (t,10,00), to be paid by the i-Jcrson se£➔king th.; a.l'p1'ovc1l. 

'.3. no buildinss sh�ll te erect(i!rl, l)erw.i t tecl or su!'fr,rt�d to 1:.e 
erected, conutr1.1cted or ;.,lo.ced upon ax�· sln()lb lot al.' th"' !u,rel:.y 
granted prez.iise.'.l, or any part therecf, unless the sai.,e shall contain 
at le!1st two thousand· sq,1.iare feet (2000 sq.ft.) of habitable floor 
area 1 �xclus::.ve of basirn1.;n t,. utility roc.•Iil, breezeway 01• c;aN,.ge. 

. ' 

4. No building or structui•e, nor aizy part of a building, ex
cepting the ste�s or 1:mcovbred .st 1.,ile l)Or·che s, sllAll be placed upon 
the front of said buildin.;i exce;,t fo1• rcof p1·0Jection), provided, 
however, th«t said ste.t's or· �orches 11Jay not L1 8ilY event extend b"''" 
yond twent� (20) L'8et froLl the fr,:;nt line oi' suid pre,.;isc-:s, 

5. No buiJ.i,ii,g, exc�usive of' 6,-ir age ttnatt.uched, 1•,i.thcut liv
ing qnart�rs, shall occuyy mor·e thi..n f::.i'ty perGent or tl,1:: area cf a 
r;1ngle b111ldillr! lot aHd. such· build::.n.::; lot slull b,� not less tho.ii sixty 
(60) feet 1·1:Ldth at the estadishecl build::..ng lin(:l.

6, No :'..111:er�•1,;'t in an:· of. said descr.ibed 1•e.:1l estate shall be •.
conveyed, leased, or otlLerrris� acc1ui.red by any ;iarson oth&r than of 
the Caucas::.an nace, n·o:r· s:ri.all any ;,.arson, otht1r than of the c�ucasian 
Race be ptU>lllitted to occupr the said real eptate, other thun domr-istic 
servants employE:!d b;' the. occupants thereof'. 

!

lmasella
Highlight
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PET I T IONER

J. D. Shelley and Ethel Lee Shelley et al.

RESPONDENT

Louis Kraemer and Fern Kraemer

LOCAT ION

The Kraemers' Property

DOCKET  NO.

72

DEC IDED  BY

Vinson Court (/courts?court=Vinson Court )

LOWER  COURT

Supreme Court of Missouri

C I TAT ION

334 US 1 (1948)

(https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/334/1/)

ARGUED

Jan 15 - 16, 1948

DEC IDED

May 3, 1948

ADVOCATES

Philip B. Perlman (advocates/philip_b_perlman)

Solicitor General, Department of Justice, as amicus curiae, by

special leave of Court

George L. Vaughn (advocates/george_l_vaughn)

for the petitioners in No. 72

Herman Willer (advocates/herman_willer)

for the petitioners in No. 72

Gerald L. Seegers (advocates/gerald_l_seegers)

for the respondents in No. 72

Loren Miller (advocates/loren_miller)

for the petitioners in No. 87

Thurgood Marshall (advocates/thurgood_marshall)

for the petitioners in No. 87

Henry Gilligan (advocates/henry_gilligan)

Shelley v. Kraemer

https://www.oyez.org/courts?court=Vinson%20Court
https://www.oyez.org/courts?court=Vinson%20Court
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https://www.oyez.org/advocates/philip_b_perlman
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for the respondents in No. 87 and the respondents in Nos. 290

and 291

James A. Crooks (advocates/james_a_crooks)

for the respondents in No. 87 and the respondents in Nos. 290

and 291

Charles H. Houston (advocates/charles_h_houston)

for the petitioners in Nos. 290 and 291

Phineas Indritz (advocates/phineas_indritz)

for the petitioners in Nos. 290 and 291

Facts of the case
In 1911, a St. Louis, Missouri neighborhood enacted a

racially restrictive covenant designed to prevent African-

Americans and Asian-Americans from living in the area. In

1945, an African-American family (the Shelleys) moved

into the neighborhood. Louis Kraemer brought suit to

enforce the covenant and prevent the Shelleys from

moving into their house. A similar lawsuit arose in Detroit,

Michigan. Both state supreme courts enforced the

covenants because they were private rather than state

action. The Supreme Court consolidated the cases on

appeal. 

Question
Does the enforcement of a racially restrictive covenant

violate the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth

Amendment?

Sort:  by seniority by ideology

Conclusion

https://www.oyez.org/advocates/james_a_crooks
https://www.oyez.org/advocates/james_a_crooks
https://www.oyez.org/advocates/charles_h_houston
https://www.oyez.org/advocates/charles_h_houston
https://www.oyez.org/advocates/phineas_indritz
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In a unanimous opinion authored by Justice Fred Vinson,

the Court held that standing alone, racially restrictive

covenants do not violate the Fourteenth Amendment.

Private parties may abide by the terms of such a covenant,

but they may not seek judicial enforcement of such a

covenant, as that would be a state action. Thus, the

enforcements of the racially restrictive covenants in state

court violated the Equal Protection Clause of the

Fourteenth Amendment.

UNAN IMOUS  DEC I S ION FOR  SHEL LEY

MA JOR ITY  OP IN ION  BY  FRED  M.  V INSON

Although restrictive covenants did not fall under constitutional protection,

state enforcement of such covenants violate the Equal Protection Clause of the

Fourteenth Amendment

ed M. Vinson Hugo L. BlacFelix Frankfurter

William O. Douglas

Frank Murphy

Harold BurtonStanley Reed Robert H. Jackson

Wiley B. Rutledge
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