
 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, December 10, 2018 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Citizen Comments 
4. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 
5. Consent Agenda 

a. Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes – November 26, 2018 
b. Executive Session Village Board Meeting Minutes – November 26, 2018 
c. Pre-approval of Travel Expenses for Village President to attend the Mayors Innovation Project in 

Washington D.C. January 25-26, 2019 for $921.37 
d. 2019 Public Notice of Meeting Schedule 
e. Waiver of Formal Bids and Approval of a Supplemental Statement of Work with Municipal GIS 

Partners for $40,744.05 
f. Monthly Department Reports 
g. Monthly Performance Measurement Report 
h. Village Administrator’s Report 
 

6. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions and Committees   
a. Traffic and Safety Commission – Safe Walking Routes to School Plan 
b. Finance & Administration Committee –  An Ordinance Levying Taxes for Corporate Purposes for the 

Current Fiscal Year Commencing May 1, 2018 and ending on April 30, 2019 for the Village of River 
Forest - $8,215,103 

c. Appointment of Liz Holt as Ex-Officio to the Economic Development Commission  
 

7. Unfinished Business 
a. First Amendment to the Lease Agreement with T-Mobile Central LLC for Antenna at the Village’s 

Elevated Water Storage Tank 
 

8. New Business 
a. Appoint Trustee Gibbs to the River Forest Community Center Authority Building IGA Committee 
 

9. Executive Session 
 

10. Adjournment 
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, November 26, 2018 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, 
November 26, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – 
River Forest, IL.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Village Clerk Kathleen Brand-White, Village Administrator Eric Palm, 

Assistant Village Administration Lisa Scheiner, Assistant to the Village 
Administrator Jonathan Pape, Police Chief James O’Shea, Fire Chief Kurt 
Bohlmann, Public Works Director John Anderson, Finance Director-
Appointee Rosemary McAdams, Finance Director-Retired Joan Rock, Village 
Attorney Greg Smith  

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
3. CITIZEN COMMENTS  
 
Ori Gottleib, 1527 William, suggested that the Village eliminate all uncontrolled 
intersections because he is concerned about vehicle accidents and safety. He feels that 
accidents happen due to the confusing nature of uncontrolled intersections. He suggested 
stop or yield signs at empty intersections.  
 
President Adduci noted that yield signs do not have a great history of success. She advised 
that the Board has been considering this issue. Trustee Corsini expressed hope that the 
Safe Routes study would provide some additional insight on how the Village can optimize 
traffic safety.  
 
4. ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Trustee Corsini noted that the Village’s stop signs and streets signs were covered with 
snow; she wondered what measures were available to cure the problem. She suggested 
that Public Works review the issue. She noted that some of the Village residents were 
without power, and wondered whether the Village could provide warming centers for 
those affected.     
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President Adduci noted that the Village has discussed options for warming centers. One 
problem the Village faces is locating those affected by power outages. She advised that the 
Village will work with the County to get a better sense of who is affected.  
 
Trustee Vazquez noted that he received a text, possibly from the County, advertising an 
available warming center. He suggested the Village consider this method if it creates a 
warming center.  
 
Trustee Corsini noted that Roosevelt School is the only polling place remaining in the 
Village. She wonders why it has not been moved, given Village concerns over school safety. 
President Adduci stated the Board will circle back on the issue.  
 
Trustee Cargie noted that the Collaboration Committee meets on Wednesday at 6 PM. He 
noted that there will soon be a community calendar available online that shows the events 
of four out of five agencies serving Village residents.  
 
Trustee Vazquez shared that he has completed his 12-month term on the Oak Park River 
Forest High School Imagine Work Group. The Board accepted their plan, as submitted. The 
Board will start discussing funding for the plan at its December meeting. Trustee Vazquez 
gave a shout-out to Police Chief O’Shea, who will be speaking at the River Forest Library 
tomorrow at 7 PM regarding plans and challenges with the police force.  
 
Trustee Conti described her drive to the meeting. She recalled a congested point just south 
of the train tracks, just after the train had let off many passengers. It was dark, and 
snowing, and there was two-way traffic. She wondered what could be done to improve 
traffic safety at this point.  
 
Trustee Henek reported that she participated in the River Forest Civic Association’s last 
meeting. They are sponsoring the event tomorrow with Chief O’Shea. The event that 
Trustee Henek participated in pertained to local candidates and their supporters. The Civic 
Association’s next event will be on January 30th at 7 PM, at the library: a “State of the 
Union” conversation between Forest Park, River Forest, and Elmwood Park.  
 
Trustee Gibbs credited Public Works for having the Village’s streets and alleys prepared for 
Monday’s weather. He credited the Village’s tree-trimmers for being prepared to deal with 
downed trees, which affected several residents’ power. He welcomed all of the candidates 
who were in the audience. 
 
President Adduci noted that she recently attended the River Forest Library strategic 
planning session. The session included all of the Village’s taxing bodies, and was very 
productive. President Adduci also attended a bike/walk suburban advocacy summit. She 
looks forward to continuing discussions on bike/walk options in connection with the 
Comprehensive Plan. Finally, she attended a Women in Leadership conference, which was 
inspiring, and included several great keynote speakers.  
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a. Recognition of Sue Crothers – Sustainability Commission  
 
President Adduci presented a Proclamation recognizing Sustainability Commissioner Sue 
Crothers for her contributions to the community.  Ms. Crothers thanked the Board of 
Trustees for the opportunity to serve and commented on the importance of sustainability.  
She announced that the River Forest Library will have a “sustainability shelf” with books 
about sustainability.  
 

b. Recognition of Joan Rock – Retiring Finance Director  
 
Village Administrator Palm presented a Proclamation recognizing Finance Director Joan 
Rock, who is retiring from the Village in December.  Ms. Rock commented on her career 
with the Village and thanked the Village Board, Finance and Administration Committee, 
Village Administrator Palm and the Village Staff for their support.  President Adduci wished 
her well and thanked her for her service.   
 

c. Appointment of Rosemary McAdams as Finance Director, Authorized Agent for 
IMRF (Resolution) and Member of the Police Pension Fund and Firefighters’ Pension 
Fund (Vacancy Created by Retirement of Joan Rock)  

 
Trustee Corsini made a motion, which was seconded by Trustee Conti, to appoint Rosemary 
McAdams as Finance Director, and appoint her to both the Police Pension Board and 
Firefighters’ Pension Board, and to adopt a Resolution appointing her as the IMRF 
Authorized Agent. 
 
Trustee Corsini said it was a pleasure to meet Rosie and thinks she will be a great fit for the 
position.   
 
President Adduci agreed and noted Rosemary’s excellent experience. 
 
Village Clerk Brand-White administered the Oath of Office to Rosemary McAdams.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
a. Special Village Board Meeting Minutes – October 15, 2018  
b. Special Village Board Meeting Minutes – November 5, 2018  
c. Change Order #1 (Final) – 2018 Street Patching Program - $9,016.01 – Resolution  
d. Waiver of Formal Bids and Award of Purchase a 2019 Ford F-550 Chassis from 

Sutton Ford for $38,633 and Waiver of Formal Bids and Award of Purchase of a 
Corresponding Service Body from Regional Truck Equipment for $20,225  
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e. FY 2019 Budget Amendment – Ordinance  
f. Amendment to the Village’s Personnel Policy Manual Regarding State Mandate from 

Public Act 100-1066 Regarding Anti-Harassment Filing Period Deadline Changes  
g. Monthly Department Reports  
h. Monthly Performance Measurement Report  
i. Financial Report – October 2018  
j. Accounts Payable – October 2018 - $1,465,003.88  
k. Village Administrator’s Report  
l. Finance & Administration Committee Meeting Minutes – November 2, 2017, January 

25, 2018, May 14, 2018, October 15, 2018  
 
Trustee Conti made a motion, seconded by Trustee Henek, to approve the Consent Agenda 
items a through l.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 

 
6. CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION  

 
a. Accounts Payable from the Madison Street TIF Fund ($23.04)  

 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion, seconded by Trustee Corsini, to approve invoices from the 
Economic Development Fund for $23.04.   
 
Trustee Vazquez noted that he would be recusing himself from the vote due to a common 
law conflict of interest. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs and Henek 
Absent: None 
Abstain: Trustee Vazquez 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

b. Accounts Payable from the General Fund to Anderson Elevator ($620.00) 
 
Trustee Corsini made a motion, seconded by Trustee Henek to approve accounts payable 
from the General Fund to Anderson Elevator for $620.00. 
 
Trustee Gibbs stated that he will not be participating in the discussion or voting on this 
matter. 
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Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek and Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Abstain: Trustee Gibbs 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 

  
a. Appointment of Shannon Roberts to Sustainability Commission (Crothers Vacancy) 

Term Expiring 4/30/2019  
 
Trustee Cargie made a motion, seconded by Trustee Vazquez, to concur with the 
recommendation of the Village President to appoint Shannon Roberts to the Sustainability 
Commission to serve the remainder of the term ending April 30, 2019. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

b. Appointment of Joanna Schubkegel to the Zoning Board of Appeals (Ruehle 
Vacancy) Term Ending 4/30/2020 and Appointment to the Development Review 
Board Term Ending 4/30/2020  

 
Trustee Conti made a motion, seconded by Trustee Cargie, to concur with the 
recommendation of the Village President to appoint Joanna Schubkegel to the ZBA and 
Development Review Board to serve the remainder of the terms ending April 30, 2020. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
Village Administrator Palm noted that Village staff will in touch with Ms. Schubkegel soon 
with training materials.  
 

c. Zoning Board of Appeals – Recommendation regarding a Variation Request – 326 
Park Avenue (Accessory Structure Height) – Ordinance  

 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion, seconded by Trustee Corsini, to approve an Ordinance 
granting the requested variation to Section 10-9-7 of the Zoning Ordinance at 346 Park 
Avenue. 
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Regarding the second motion, Village Attorney Smith advised that the Board did not have 
any statutory deadline by which to vote on the matter.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

d. Zoning Board of Appeals – Recommendation regarding a Variation Request – 326 
Park Avenue (Side Yard Setback) – Ordinance (Petitioner has requested to table to 
January 28, 2019)  

 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion, seconded by Trustee Corsini, to continue this matter to the 
January 28, 2019 Village Board of Trustees meeting. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

e. Traffic & Safety Commission – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – No Parking 
Restriction on the East Side of Thatcher, North of Greenfield – Ordinance  

 
Trustee Vazquez made a motion, seconded by Trustee Conti, to approve an Ordinance 
amending Title 9, Entitled “Traffic Regulations”, Chapter 3 Entitled “Traffic Schedules” of 
the River Forest Village Code to install a No Parking zone on the east side of Thatcher 
Avenue from Greenfield Street to the driveway at 1349 Thatcher Avenue.  
 
Several Board members wondered whether signage could go up immediately to implement 
the No Parking Zone.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

f. Traffic & Safety Commission – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – Resident Parking 
Only Restrictions on the 1500 Block of Ashland Avenue – Ordinance  

 
Trustee Cargie made a motion, seconded by Trustee Henek, to approve an Ordinance 
amending Title 9, Entitled “Traffic Regulations”, Chapter 3 Entitled “Traffic Schedules” of 
the River Forest Village Code to install Resident Only Parking zones on the east and west 
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sides of Ashland Avenue, 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., excluding holidays, between LeMoyne 
Street and North Avenue.  
 
Trustee Corsini noted that this arrangement is different than any other “Resident Only,” 
because it is 8 AM – 8 PM every day. She confirmed that the residents of the block are all 
aware of and OK with this.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

g. Traffic & Safety Commission – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – Installation of 
Stop Signs at Gale/Vine (4- Way) and Jackson/Iowa (2-Way) – Ordinance  

 
Trustee Conti made a motion, seconded by Trustee Henek, to approve an Ordinance 
amending Title 9, Entitled “Traffic Regulations”, Chapter 3 Entitled “Traffic Schedules” of 
the River Forest Village Code to install a four-way stop intersection at Gale Avenue at its 
intersection with Vine Street and a two-way stop intersection at Jackson Avenue and Iowa 
Street, with Jackson Avenue traffic stopping at Iowa Street.  
 
Trustee Vazquez wondered whether there were any other corners being addressed and/or 
considered by the Safe Routes study. Village Administrator Palm advised that the 
consultant would be here on December 10th to discuss other intersections.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

h. Finance & Administration Committee – An Ordinance Levying Taxes for Corporate 
Purposes for the Current Fiscal Year Commencing May 1, 2018 and ending on April 
30, 2019 for the Village of River Forest - $8,215,  

 
Village Administrator Palm stated that this matter would be considered at the December 
10, 2018 Village Board of Trustees Meeting due to a typographical error.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 8 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  

a. Amend Title 4 of the Village Code – Requirements for Residential Fire Sprinklers 
and Alarm Systems – Ordinance  

 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion, seconded by Trustee Vazquez, to approve an Ordinance 
amending Section 4-1-9 of the River Forest Village Code with regard to Residential Fire 
Sprinklers and Alarm Systems.  
 
Jon Pape noted that the Board agreed on the “90%” threshold for demos and rebuilds; it is 
now ready for approval tonight. 
 
Trustee Henek discussed the numbering of the clauses in the ordinance and suggested that 
it be modified.  Village Attorney Smith concurred with her recommendation and stated that 
it will be changed and codified accordingly.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Henek, Gibbs, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 

b. Discussion: Requirements for Fire Sprinklers and Alarms in Properties Other Than 
1-2 Family Dwelling Units  

 
Jon Pape advised that the proposed ordinance would apply to properties other than 1-2 
family dwellings, such as office buildings and commercial spaces. The requirements are 
nearly identical with those of 1-2 family dwellings before the new ordinance was passed. 
Mr. Pape noted that changes in use could trigger additional sprinkler requirements.  
 
Trustee Gibbs confirmed that NFPA deals with these exceptions. He wondered whether the 
ordinance should reference the NFPA.  
 
Trustee Corsini wondered how the Board would notify residents of the changes.  
 
9. NEW BUSINESS  
 
None.  
 
10. EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 8:19 p.m. Trustee Gibbs made a motion, seconded by Trustee Corsini, to adjourn to 
Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the purchase or lease of real property for 
the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a 
particular parcel should be acquired, and setting a price for sale or lease of property owned 
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by the public body and litigation involving the Village that is pending, probably, and/or 
imminent. 
 
Roll call:  
Ayes:   Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, and Vazquez  
Absent:  None  
Nays:   None  
Motion Passes.  
 
The Village Board returned to regular session at 9:24 p.m. with the following members 
present:  
 
Roll call:  
Ayes:   Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, and Henek  
Absent:  Trustee Vazquez  
Nays:   None  
Motion Passes. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion seconded by Trustee Corsini, to adjourn the regular Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 9:25 p.m.  
 
Roll call:  
Ayes:   Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, and Henek  
Absent:  Trustee Vazquez  
Nays:   None  
Motion Passes. 
 
 
___________________________________________     
Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk 
 



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: December 6, 2018 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees 
 
From: Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
Subj:  Pre-Approval for Travel Expenses for Village President 
 ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Pursuant to Village policy and state law, travel expenses for the elected officials are subject to pre-
approval by the corporate authorities.  The Village President would like to attend the Mayor’s 
Innovation Project Conference in Washington D.C., January 25-26, 2019.  The expenses are as 
follows: 
 
Registration: $375.00 
Airfare: $377.61 
Lodging: $168.76 
TOTAL: $921.37 
 
Recommendation:  Approve the travel expenses for the Village Pre-approval to attend the Mayors 
Innovation Project in Washington D.C. January 25-26, 2019 for $921.37 
 



All Meetings are held in the Community Room of the 
Municipal Center unless otherwise posted. Meeting dates and times may be subject to 

change.  Check Village Hall or Village website under “Agendas and 
Minutes” to confirm meetings. 
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETINGS  
 

 
Name of Board, Committee 

or Commission 
Day of Month Time 

 

VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

except as listed below: 
 

 

2nd Monday 
& 4th Monday  

     

 

7:00 p.m. 

Monday, May 27 (Memorial Day) 

Monday, December 23  

rescheduled to 

Cancelled   

 

Tuesday, May 28   

Name of Board, Committee 
or Commission 

Day of Month Time 

 

VILLAGE BOARD COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE 
 

3rd Monday (as needed) 

 

7:00 p.m. 
except as listed below: 

Monday, January 21 -  rescheduled to January 22   

Monday, February 18  - rescheduled to February 19  

 
(MLK Day) 

(Presidents Day) 

 

   
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

 

1st & 3rd Thursday  7:30 p.m. 

 
TRAFFIC & SAFETY COMMISSION 3rd Wednesday of 

Jan., March, May, July, Sept., and Nov.  
7:30 p.m. 

   
BOARD OF FIRE AND POLICE COMMISSIONERS 3rd Wednesday  7:30 a.m. 
   
PLAN COMMISSION 3rd Tuesday  7:00 p.m. 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 2nd Thursday   7:30 p.m. 
   
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 4th Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 2nd Tuesday   7:00 p.m. 
   POLICE PENSION BOARD 4th Thursday of Jan., April, July & Oct.  3:30 p.m. 
   

FIRE PENSION BOARD 4th Thursday of Jan., April, July & Oct.  2:00 p.m. 
   BOARD OF LOCAL IMPROVEMENTS On Call  
   
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE VILLAGE BOARD On Call  
   
LOCAL ETHICS COMMISSION On Call  
   

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 2nd Friday 7:30 a.m. 
 

VILLAGE HALL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES ARE CLOSED ON THE FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS: 
NEW YEAR’S DAY (1/1/19),  MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY (1/21/19),  PRESIDENTS’ DAY (2/18/19),  MEMORIAL DAY (5/27/19), 

INDEPENDENCE DAY (7/4/19),  LABOR DAY (9/2/19), THANKSGIVING DAY (11/28/19), DAY AFTER THANKSGIVING (11/29/19), 

CHRISTMAS EVE (12/24/19), CHRISTMAS DAY (12/25/19) 



 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:  December 10, 2018 
 
TO: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM:  John Anderson, Director of Public Works 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of 2019 Supplemental Statement of Work with Municipal GIS Partners 
   
 
 

Issue: The Village of River Forest joined the GIS Consortium in April of this 2015.  A renewal of 
the agreement with the Municipal GIS Partners Inc. (MGP) is required on an annual basis.  This 
supplemental statement of work is for GIS technical services to be performed in 2019.   

Analysis: Membership within the GIS Consortium provides a professional level of data 
management suited to our needs as a municipality. The supplemental statement of work is a 
renewal of service with MGP for this service.  The Geographic Information System Consortium 
(GISC) model is a best practice initiative whereby multiple municipalities collaborate to 
outsource their GIS technology needs with a single private sector provider.  This tradition 
continues through annual review by the board of directors.  Membership provides the Village 
access to resources that otherwise would be cost-prohibitive for a community of our size.  
Members apply their GIS investment to solutions and all intellectual property developed by the 
GISC belongs to its members.  
 
Membership in the consortium continues to improve Village record keeping and is providing 
information in improved manner. The Village has the ability to store and access related parcel 
data such as permits, maintenance records, plats, and ordinances.  The creation of informative 
exhibits and maps can also be streamlined to better define projects and provide more efficient 
customer service to our residents.   
 
GIS technical service rates are broken down by MGP based on the level of expertise provided.  
The Village has one technician on site one day per week, and on allotment of technical 
assistance performed remotely for an annual total of 446 hours.  This amounts to an annual 
cost of $40,744.05 in 2019, a 0.61% decrease from 2018 due to the new benefits of remote 
access shared licensing of software systems. 
 
Recommendation: If the Village Board concurs with Staff’s recommendation, the following 

motion would be appropriate: Motion to approve the Supplemental Statement of Work with 

Municipal GIS Partners in the amount of $40,744.05 and authorize the Village Administrator to 

execute the contract agreement. 
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Supplemental Statement of Work 

Pursuant to and in accordance with Section 1.2 of that certain GIS Consortium Service 

Provider Contract dated May 1, 2015 (the “Contract”) between the Village of River Forest, an 

Illinois municipal corporation (the “Municipality”) and Municipal GIS Partners, Incorporated 

(the “Consultant”), the parties hereby agree to the following SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT 

OF WORK, effective January 1, 2019 (“SOW”):  

1. Description of Additional Services:  

Section 3 of the Attachment 1 to the Contract (“Attachment 1”) shall be deleted and 

replaced with the following language:  

“The Consultant will provide the necessary resources to support the GIS program.  The 

allocation of these resources will be reasonably commensurate with the level of expertise 

required to fulfill the specific task which includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

A. The Onsite Analyst provides the daily operation, maintenance, and support of the 

program for the Municipality.  The Onsite Analyst is responsible for database 

management and data quality, map and product development, user training and 

help-desk, project identification and program documentation. 

B. The Shared Analyst provides technical support to the Onsite Analyst and the 

Municipality including trouble-shooting and project implementation.  The Shared 

Analyst is responsible for developing, testing, and managing the GISC shared 

solutions including the standard data model and processes, centralized databases, 

and software applications. 

C. The Client Account Manager is responsible for the coordination and operation of 

the program for the Municipality including leadership alignment and reporting, 

planning and budgeting, resource allocation, and performance management. 

D. The Manager is responsible for the overall GISC program including the 

development and implementation of new shared opportunities based on the 

direction and instructions of the GISC Board of Directors.” 

2. Project Schedule/Term: 

Pursuant to Section 5.2 of the Contract, this SOW shall extend the Initial Term for an 

additional one (1) year period.  For the avoidance of doubt, this Renewal Term shall 

commence on May 1, 2019 and remain in effect for one (1) year.  

3. Projected Utilization:  

As set forth in Section 4.1(c) of the Contract, the project utilization shall adjust each 

calendar year in accordance with the annual rates approved by the Board of Directors of 

GISC.  The projected utilization for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2019 and 

ending December 31, 2019 is set forth in this SOW as follows: 
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A.     329 hours of Onsite Analyst 

B.       67 hours of Shared Analyst 

C.       33 hours of Client Account Manager 

D.       17 hours of Manager 

4. Service Rates:  

As set forth in Section 4.1(c) of the Contract, the service rates shall adjust each calendar 

year in accordance with the annual rates approved by the Board of Directors of GISC.  

The service rates for the calendar year beginning January 1, 2019 and ending December 

31, 2019 is set forth in this SOW as follows: 

A. $  84.00  per hour for Onsite Analyst 

B. $103.75  per hour for Shared Analyst 

C. $111.95  per hour for Client Account Manager 

D. $144.85  per hour for Manager 

Total Not-to-Exceed Amount for Services (Numbers): $40,744.05. 

Total Not-to-Exceed Amount for Services (Figures): forty thousand, seven hundred forty-four 

and 05/100 dollars. 

In the event of any conflict or inconsistency between the terms of this SOW and the 

Contract or any previously approved SOW, the terms of this SOW shall govern and control with 

respect to the term, projected utilization rates, service rates and scope of services.  All other 

conflicts or inconsistencies between the terms of the Contract and this SOW shall be governed 

and controlled by the Contract.  Any capitalized terms used herein but not defined herein shall 

have the meanings prescribed to such capitalized term in the Contract. 

 

SIGNATURE PAGE FOLLOWS 

 



Signature Page to Supplemental Statement of Work 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have placed their hands and seals hereto as 

of _____________________, ______. 

ATTEST: 

By: ________________________________ 

Name:______________________________ 

Its:_________________________________ 

 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

By:_________________________________ 

Name:______________________________ 

Its:_________________________________ 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

By:   

Name:  Donna Thomey 

Its:  Management Support Specialist 

CONSULTANT:  

 

MUNICIPAL GIS PARTNERS, 

INCORPORATED 

 

 

By:   

Name:  Thomas Thomey 

Its:  President 
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: Eric Palm- Village Administrator 

FROM: James O’Shea- Chief of Police 

DATE: December 4, 2018 

SUBJECT: November 2018 Monthly Report 

 

Crime Statistics 
 

The month of November 2018 showed a significant decrease in Part I offenses, and slight increase in Part II 

reported crimes compared to November 2017. Part I decreased by 44% in reported crimes compared to 

November 2017. Part II offenses increased by 7% reported crimes in November 2018 in comparison to 

November 2017. The decrease in Part I crimes is attributed to lower Theft and Burglary offenses. An increase in 

Criminal Trespass and misdemeanor traffic offenses contributed to the Part II numbers. Overall, Part I crimes 

have decreased by 19% year-to-date compared to 2017, and Part II crimes have decreased by 7% year-to-date 

compared to 2017.        

 

 Nov Nov Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 
2018 2017 +/- +/- 2018 2017 +/- +/- 

Part I* 15 27   -12    -44%  233 287 -54   -19% 

         
Part II** 74 69   5    7%  767 827 -60  -7% 

         
Reports*** 141 176 -35     -20% 1,772 2,011 -239 -12% 

         
Events**** 1,069 2,191 -1,122 -51%   16,309 25,377 -9,070  -36% 

 

*Part I Offenses include homicide, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated battery, burglary, theft, and motor vehicle 

theft. 

**Part II Offenses include simple battery, assault, criminal trespass, disorderly conduct, and all other misdemeanor and 

traffic offenses. 

***Reports (new category as of September 2015) include total number of reports written by officers during the month.  

****Events (new category as of September 2015) include all activities conducted by officers, including foot patrols, 

premise checks, traffic stops, and all other calls for service not included as PART I and PART II offenses. 



 

 
Page 2 

 
  

Town Center 
 

The Police Department conducted seventy-seven (77) calls for service at the Town Center properties in 

November 2018; of those calls there were thirteen (13) reported crimes, which included three (3) Retail Thefts, 

two (2) Theft, and seven (7) Panhandler/Criminal Trespass events. These totals reflect a November 2018, 46% 

reduction in criminal activity in comparison to November 2017.      

 

Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 
 

 Afternoon and Day shifts conducted extra foot patrols in parks and at sports games, plus 

interacting with parents and children. 

 Midnight shift continued extra patrols of parks after hours for curfew, underage drinking, 

illegal use of narcotics, or other illicit activity.   

 Extra traffic missions conducted on Thatcher due to citizen complaints. 

 Extra traffic missions conducted at and near school zones. 

 An officer was assigned to the Hillside Veterans Day parade. 

 Officers assisted with a lock down drill at Grace Lutheran School. 

 An officer was assigned to the Chicago Police Department’s Officer funeral. 

 Traffic missions conducted in the school zones. 

 Traffic Enforcement in the 7800 & 7900 blocks of Division. 

 Traffic Control for the Unite Against Hate March. 

 Extra patrols at the West Suburban Temple Har Zion. 

 Began the Holiday Enforcement Plan focusing on extra patrols of businesses. 

 Extra one-way only enforcement at Ashland and Oak during school hours. 

 Parking enforcement conducted in the 1200 and 1300 blocks of Park. 

 Attended CPD Area 5 Violent Crime Intelligence Meeting. 

 Conducted Election Day extra patrols.  

 Attended Triton College Criminal Justice Program Advisory Committee Meeting. 

 Attended NIPAS Special Meeting. 

 Attended Board of Fire and Police Commissioner’s Meeting.  

 

School and Community Support 
 

During this period, the SRO/CSO Division continued to focus on addressing safety and security concerns by 

meeting with community organizations and schools. Some of these concerns included general traffic, 

construction related hazards, and personal safety related issues.   
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OEO Mark Kaniecki is preparing to retire in January 2019 after more than 10 years of service with the Village.  

OEO Kaniecki is also a retired Elmwood Park Police Commander.  OEO Kaniecki will be off for much of 

December 2018 and briefly return in January 2019 to train his replacement.  Kaniecki has also begun to train 

Dave Pisciotto on evidence management, a new role he will take on in 2019, in addition to his part-time Traffic 

Analyst duties.  

 

Lastly, the village has moved forward and installed a second License Plate Recognition (LPR) system on the OEO 

van.  Once the LPR software platform and the parking enforcement system are successfully integrated by our 

vendor, both the OEO van and Police Squad #6 will be able to do automated mobile parking enforcement in the 

permit parking areas of the village.  We will eventually expand this ability to enforce parking regulations 

throughout the entire Village.  This system should increase the number of parking violations issued, while 

making parking enforcement much more efficient for both police officers, the new OEO, and Village staff.  

 

The OEO conducted parking enforcement throughout the Village, resulting in fifty-nine (59) tickets for: 

 

36 “Daily Fee” parking violations 

16 “Time Limit” parking violations 

5 “Resident Only” parking violations 

1 “Fire Lane” parking violations 

1 “Other” parking violations 

 

School Resource/Community Service Officer Activity Summary for October 2018 

 

Written Reports 2 

Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 6 

I-Search and Too Good For Drugs Activities 19 

Calls for Service 13 

Other Assignments 2 assignments / 10 hours 

Special Assignments 10 assignments / 20 hours (see below) 

 

School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for November 2018 
 

Ofc. Czernik completed the following: 

 

 ISEARCH: 

o 3 assemblies at Keystone Montessori on 11/9/18. 

o 4 classes at Lincoln on 11/7/18. 

 Too Good For Drugs: 

o St. Luke (2 classes), St. Vincent, Grace Lutheran on 11/13/18. 

o Roosevelt (2 classes) on 11/14/18. 

o St. Luke (2 classes), St. Vincent, Grace Lutheran on 11/27/18. 

o Roosevelt (2 classes) on 11/28/18. 

 Met with Har Zion temple re: security on 11/1/18. 
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 Met with Har Zion temple re: security on 11/6/18. 

 Met with RF Library re: NARCAN on 11/6/18. 

 Attended Positive Youth Development meeting in Oak Park on 11/7/18. 

 Attended mandatory NIPAS training on 11/8/18. 

 Attend Opioid Task Force meeting in Oak Park on 11/15/18. 

 Reassigned to patrol shift on 11/16/18. 

 Met with Housing Forward re: street outreach on 11/27/18. 

 Conducted security assessment for RF Library on 11/27/18. 

 Attended River Forest Civic Assoc. meeting at RF Library on 11/27/18. 

 Conducted in-house training and deployed new NARCAN supplies and program. 

 Took 9 extra days off for vacation and holidays. 

 

UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for December 2018 

 

Ofc. Czernik will: 

 

 Attend Supervision of Police Personnel NEMRT training 12/3/18-12/14/18. 

 Meet with RF employee safety committee 12/17/18. 

 Attend West Suburban Gang intelligence conference in Maywood on 12/18/18. 

 Facilitate a lockdown drill at Har Zion temple on 12/20/18. 

 Continue regular Foot Patrols throughout the business district. 

 Continue assisting patrol shift with traffic control around schools. 

 Continue regular ISEARCH and Too Good For Drugs lessons. 

 4 anticipated extra days off for vacation and holidays. 

 

Sgt. Grill will: 

 

 Assist with Red Light hearings. 

 Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload. 

 Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests. 

 Assist with Information Technology projects. 

 Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used 

in police response and criminal investigations. 

 Manage various grant activities. 

 Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment. 

 

OEO Kaniecki will: 

 

 Monitor parking issues near the various schools. 

 Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center. 

 Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and 

Handicapped Parking Only Areas etc. 
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 Assist with Evidence Management. 

 Assist with Court records communications. 

 Assist with Animal control and traffic control services during Fire and Police related events. 

 
 

Active Solicitor Permits 

Individual or Organization Description Expires 

Pointe Pest Control Pest control   24-May-19 

College Works Painting   Home Repair 27-Apr-19 

Constellation Exelon Utility Services  26-July-19 

Constellation Exelon Utility Services  20-Aug-19 

Weed Man Lawn Care 25-Apr-19 

IGS Energy Utility Services 02-Aug-19 

Power Home Remodeling  Home Repair 01-Oct- 19 

Concordia University  Donations  30-Nov-18 

 

Budget and Fiscal Monitoring  

 

November 01 – November 30, 2018 

During the month of November, parking citation revenue was slightly higher than monthly projections 

of $13,408 for the fiscal year (FY2019). Administrative tow revenue was on par for FY 2019 monthly 

projections of $12,508, and local ordinance revenue was on track for FY 2019.  Overtime was slightly higher than 

the monthly projections of $14,583 but lower for the YTD projection of $102,081 for FY2019. We will be monitoring 

and reporting any notable patterns or anomalies during FY2019.     

 

Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant Incidents and Notable Arrests: 
 

18-01635  Retail Theft/Warrant Arrest 

On November 1, 2018 River Forest units were dispatched to the Jewel reference a retail theft that just occurred.  

Category  Total # 

Paid FY19 

11/18 

Total # Paid 

FY19 

Y-T-D 

Expenditure/ 

Revenue FY19 

11/18 

FY19 Y-T-D 

Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 

Citations 

442 2,427 $14,924 $104,901 

Admin. Tows 24 132 $12,000 $66,000 

Local Ordinance  1 21 $50 $2,835 

Overtime   226 hrs.     1,494 hrs. $14,627 $99,405 
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Responding officers located a 47-year old male from Chicago matching the description in the area.  The male 

had proceeds from the theft on his person.  Jewel refused to sign complaints against the offender.  It was 

determined the male was wanted by the Chicago Police Department on a Retail Theft warrant.  The male was 

extradited by the Chicago Police Department. 

 

18-01654  Possession of a Controlled Substance 

On November 4, 2018, River Forest Officers responded to Jewel/Osco located at 7525 Lake Street in reference to 

a suspicious vehicle in the parking lot.  Upon arrival, officers located a 31-year old female from Chicago in the 

driver’s seat.  She quickly put away a clear plastic baggie, and officers observed numerous items associated with 

heroin use inside the vehicle in plain view.  After a search was conducted the female was found to be in 

possession of three (3) hypodermic needles each filled with 100ML of suspect heroin, and four (4) plastic baggies 

containing suspect heroin.  All items field tested positive for heroin.  She was taken into custody and transported 

to bond hearing. 

 

 18-01692  Burglary to Auto/Contributing to the Delinquency of a Minor Arrest 

On November 11, 2018, River Forest Officers were dispatched to the 700 block of Franklin for a criminal trespass 

to vehicle in progress. A description of the offenders and their vehicle was dispatched. The vehicle was seen 

leaving the scene northbound on Franklin. A River Forest Officer located the vehicle matching the description 

and made a stop on the vehicle in the 1000 block of Franklin. The vehicle contained two passengers that matched 

the description of the offenders, a 16-year old juvenile male from Chicago and a 20-year old male from Chicago. 

The two offenders as well as the other three occupants, a 25-year old male from Chicago, a 21-year old male from 

Chicago and a 20-year old male from Chicago, were all taken into custody. Upon completion of the investigation, 

the other occupants of the vehicle were released without charge. The juvenile was charged with criminal trespass 

to land, petitioned and released to a parent. The 20-year old male was charged with burglary, criminal trespass 

to vehicle and contributing to the delinquency of a minor. He was later transported to bond hearing. 

 

18-01705  Reckless Driving 

On November 15, 2018 a River Forest officer attempted to stop a vehicle driving at speeds of over 50mph down 

the 900 block of Thatcher.  The vehicle attempted to elude the officer, driving into Maywood. A responding 

officer later observed the offending vehicle in the area of Franklin and Lake. A traffic stop was completed and 

the driver, a 31-year old male from Chicago, was arrested for Reckless Driving, Aggravated Speeding and 

Driving on a Suspended License. The male was later released on bond.  

 

 

18-01722  Aggravated Unlawful Use of Weapon/Aggravated DUI /Fleeing and Eluding Arrest 

On November 17, 2018, a River Forest Officer conducted a traffic stop at the 1800 block of Harlem for numerous 

traffic violations. The driver, a 22-year old female from Rockford, submitted to and passed field sobriety tests. 

The driver consented to a search of the vehicle due to the open alcohol in plain view but when officers attempted 

to have the passengers exit the vehicle, the front passenger, a 27-year old male from Chicago, locked the doors, 

moved into the driver’s seat and fled the stop in the vehicle containing three other occupants, a 27-year old male 

from Chicago, an 18-year old female from Aurora, and 19-year old female from Rockford. The subjects were 

subsequently located and taken into custody in Elmwood Park. The vehicle was also located in Elmwood Park 
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and a loaded handgun was recovered near the vehicle. The vehicle owner (initial driver) signed complaints 

against the 27-year old male who drove away from the stop with her vehicle. Upon completion of the 

investigation, the Cook County State’s Attorney was contacted and approved felony Aggravated Unlawful Use 

of Weapon charges for both the 27-year old male driver who fled and the 27-year old passenger in the fleeing 

vehicle.  The 27-year old male driver was also charged with the following felony charges; Aggravated Possession 

of a Stolen Motor Vehicle, Aggravated DUI, Aggravated Fleeing and Eluding as well as other various 

misdemeanor charges and traffic violations. The 27-year old passenger was also charged with Possession of 

Altered Credit Cards, and other misdemeanor charges. Both subjects were later transported for a bond hearing. 

The 18-year old female and 19-year old female were both charged with Obstructing and released on bond. 

 

18-01754  Aggravated DUI Arrest/Aggravated Speeding/Aggravated Fleeing and Eluding Arrest 

On November 25, 2018, a River Forest Officer attempted to conduct a traffic stop on a vehicle at Harlem Avenue 

and Circle. The vehicle initially pulled over into a parking lot but then suddenly accelerated and struck a fence 

while fleeing the scene of the stop. The vehicle then lost control on Lake Street in Oak Park and struck multiple 

stationary objects, including a parked vehicle, and fled the scene. The vehicle was later located on Lake Street at 

Austin Boulevard and the driver, a 35-year old male from Bellwood, fled the scene on foot. The offender was 

apprehended and transported to the hospital for treatment. The Cook County State’s Attorney was contacted 

and approved Aggravated DUI and Aggravated Fleeing and Eluding charges. He was subsequently charged 

and issued various traffic citations. He was later transported to bond hearing. 

 

The following chart summarizes and compares the measured activity for all three Patrol Watches during the 

month of November 2018:   

 

 Midnights 

2230-0630  

Day Watch 

0630-1430 

 

Third Watch 

1430-2230* 

Criminal Arrests  18 2 6 

Warrant Arrests 4 4 4 

D.U.I Arrests 9 0 1 

Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 14 6 7 

Hazardous Moving Violations 112 73 77 

Compliance Citations 53 8 22 

Parking Citations 75 45 14 

Traffic Stop Data Sheets 145 103 171 

Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 1 2 4 

Field Interviews 8 24 32 

Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 233 144 243 

Written Reports 47 70 52 

Administrative Tows 16 2 7 

Booted vehicles 0 0 0 

Sick Time used (in days) 0 6 16 (FMLA) 
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Detective Division 
 

Detective Fries worked twelve (12) scheduled days performing detective duties. 

 

Patrol Commander Greenwood worked seventeen (17) scheduled days performing detective and patrol 

commander duties 

 

Detective Fries completed the 24-hour course in Video Surveillance Techniques for Narcotic Investigator. 

 

During the month of November, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed thirteen (15) cases for potential follow-

up. Of those cases, twelve (11) were Administratively Closed, one (1) was Exceptionally Cleared, and three (3) 

are Pending.  The Unit also continued to investigate open cases from previous months.   

 

Year to Date Arrest Statistics 

 

Quantity Arrested # Felony  

Charges 

# Misdemeanor 

Charges 

# Warrants 

 26  10 15 4 

 

November 2018 Case Assignment Summary 

 
Part I # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Burglary Auto 4  3    1   

Burglary-Shed 1  1       

Theft 1  1       

Part I Total 6 0 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Part II # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except 

Clear 

Pend Refer Unfound 

Criminal Damage 2  2       

Disorderly Conduct 1  1       

Financial Exp. Of Elderly 1      1   

Identity Theft 1  1       

Retail Theft 3  2   1    

Telephone Harassment 1      1   

Part II Total 9 0 6 0 0 1 2 0 0 

TOTALS 15 0 11 0 0 1 3 0 0 

 

November 2018 Juvenile Arrests 
 

 

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 

Local Ordinance-Curfew  1   

Criminal Trespass to Land   1  

Total (2)  1 1  
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New Investigations 
 

18-01559   Financial Exploitation of the Elderly 

On October 18, 2018 at 12:49PM the victim/resident came into the station, and reported she was scammed on a 

dating site by an unknown offender.  The victim wired approximately $100,000.00 USC to an unknown offender 

to several banking locations around the country.  The victim eventually determined it was a scam, and has 

discontinued wiring any further funds. 

 

The F.B.I wasn’t interested in the investigation and subpoenas will be obtained to investigate the matter further, 

 

18-01663   Telephone Harassment 

On November 7, 2018 at 3:27PM the victim reported being threatened by an unknown offender via email.  The 

offender sent the threatening emails to his work email (Lewis University) and then private email.  The victim 

originally reported the incident to Lewis University Police.  The victim then reported the same incident to River 

Forest, because the email threatened his family and home in River Forest. 

 

Detective Fries contacted Lewis University Police and they are currently attempting to get subpoenas for 

offender’s email account.  Our investigation is pending Lewis University subpoena results.  

 

18-01683   Criminal Damage to Property/Reckless Discharge of Firearm  

On November 10, 2018 at 2:28AM, River Forest units were dispatched to shots fired at 1534 Park Ave.  River 

Forest units determined a vehicle in the parking lot was the target of the offense, and the victim’s vehicle was 

shot three times.  The bullets and casings were recovered and sent to the lab.  River Forest units interviewed 

subjects that live in the area and a vague description was obtained.   

 

Detectives attempted to get video evidence in the area but were unsuccessful.  The case is pending lab results. 

 

18-01736   Retail Theft/Battery 

On November 20, 2018 at 11:38AM, River Forest units were dispatched to 7525 Lake St. (Jewel) for the retail 

theft/battery in-progress.  The offender stole multiple bottles of liquor and battered the employee to flee the area.  

The victim obtained a license plate and the registered owner was put in a photo line-up.  The case was 

exceptionally cleared after the victim failed to identify. 

 

Old Cases 

 

18-01394  Burglary from Motor Vehicle  

A Burglary to Motor Vehicle was discovered by the resident of 345 Forest on September 18, 2018. The unknown 

offender(s) made entry to the unlocked vehicle and removed a purse containing credit cards and other property. 

The credit cards were used at multiple locations in Markham and Country Club Hills. 

 

Detectives went to the businesses where the cards were used. Images of two offenders were recovered at the 

businesses and distributed to law enforcement agencies throughout the area in an attempt to identify them. 
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Case is pending the witness identification of a potential suspect. 

 

18-01634  Aggravated Robbery  

River Forest Police were dispatched to 1140 Harlem Ave on October 31, 2018 at 3:24AM for the aggravated 

robbery.  The clerk stated three masked offenders entered the store, and one offender stayed outside as a look-

out.  An offender shoved the clerk to the register, and advised the two additional offenders to shoot the clerk if 

he did not cooperate.  The clerk opened the register, and the total loss was approximately $500 USC and packs 

of cigarettes.  The offenders fled southbound on Harlem, and were not located. 

 

Detective Fries sent a critical reach bulletin with photos of the three masked offenders.  The case is currently 

pending, and waiting on additional leads. 

 

Two suspects were arrested in Chicago for an Aggravated Robbery with similar M.O. Updated lab submissions 

with suspect information was transferred, and case is pending lab results. 

 

Training 
 

During the month of November 2018, three (3) officers attended training classes for a total of forty-four (44) 

hours of training. The Department members, courses, and total number of hours included in the course are 

detailed below. 

 

Officer Name Course Title Start End Hours 

Fields Mental Health First Aid 11/05/2018  8 

Fries 

Video Surveillance Techniques for Narcotics 

Investigations 11/07/2018 11/09/2018 24 

Humphreys Mental Health First Aid 11/05/2018  8 

Humphreys BOLA Wrap-Train the Trainer Course 11/08/2018  4 

   TOTAL 44 

 

Sergeant Buckner and Officer Czernik conducted In-Service training with all Department members on the use 

of Narcan during the month of November. Officers were issued new supplies of Narcan as well as storage 

pouches and CPR Face Shields. 

 

Sergeant Labriola conducted In-Service training with Department members that are not certified as Evidence 

Technicians in the use of digital camera systems. The training included information on general photography and 

guidelines on how to properly upload and store the photographs. 

 

Recruits Denisse Zermeno and Donald Spears are in their eighteenth (18th) week of training at the Chicago Police 

Department Metro Training Academy. The academy lasts twenty-two (22) weeks, and after successful 

completion both are scheduled to begin Field Training at the Department.  



 
 
   
     

              MEMORANDUM                        
 

TO:  Eric J. Palm 
    Village Administrator 
 
                          Kurt Bohlmann 

FROM: Kurt Bohlmann 
  Fire Chief  
 
DATE:  November 6, 2018 
 

   SUBJECT: Monthly Report – November – 2018  
 
The Fire Department responded to 224 calls during the month of November. This is above our 
average number of calls in comparison to 2017. We experienced 11 fire related calls for the month. 
Emergency Medical Service calls represent 45% of our response activity for the month of 
November. 
 
 

Incident Group Count 
100 – Fire 11 
200 – Rupture/Explosion 0 
300 – Rescue/EMS 100 
400 – Hazardous Condition 22 
500 – Service Calls 37 
600 – Good Intent 28 
700 – False Alarm  26 
800 – Severe Weather 0 
900 – Special Incidents 0 

 
 
 
The month of November continued our trend of increased call volume.  We have responded to 2092 calls 
through November, compared to 1863 last year.  This is a 12.3% increase above our number of responses 
in 2017.  More than 10% of this month’s calls came in a single day due to the storm that occurred on 
November 26th. 
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Firefighter Matthew Basa completed his probationary period on November 13.  Matthew has performed 
very well in the past year and we are happy to have him on the department 
 
I met with a representative of HAAS Alerting Systems.  Their company has developed a system that 
notifies civilians that emergency vehicles are approaching through use of smartphone or onboard 
navigation systems.  We also discussed adapting their technology for over-height collision avoidance.  
 
I assisted with the interviews for the position of Management Analyst/Assistant Village Clerk.  There 
were several excellent candidates. 
 
Due to the colder weather coming early this year, we have suspended hydrant testing until the Spring.  
Our new testing system has proven to be far more accurate, but makes the testing process longer than 
anticipated.  We will complete hydrant testing in the Spring.  We are currently about 85% complete.  We 
will be able to adjust our schedule to get all the hydrants done before the cold weather next year. 
 
We have distributed packets for people in our community who are in need to the Police Department and 
River Forest Township.  The three units of government will distribute the packets to those who need 
them whenever contact is made.  The packets contain food, water, hats and gloves, and information for 
shelter in the area.  
 
Our list for promotion to Lieutenant has been posted.  There are 5 candidates on the list.  The list is good 
for 3 years. 
 
 
 
Officers Meeting  
 
Topics discussed during our monthly department officers meeting include: 
 
 
 Personnel 

 
 Apparatus 

 
 Hydrant Testing 

 
 Scheduling/Sick Leave/Trades 

 
 Tablets/MDTs 

 
 Training 

 
 FEMA Grant 
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Incidents of Interest 

 
The Fire Department responded to an apartment building fire in Forest Park.  Our crew was able 
to successfully remove all occupants from their units on the fire floor. 

See details below. 
 

 
 
Suppression Activities 
 
For the month of November, we responded to 224 emergency calls, which is above our normal 
amount of calls. Of this total, 11 were fire related incidents. Three of these fire incidents occurred 
in River Forest.  The other eight fire incidents occurred outside of River Forest. 
 
The first incident was an apartment building fire in Forest Park. Our crew stretched a condo pack 
to the hallway of the third floor. The pack did not charge due to the fact that the fire was already 
extinguished by a water can. Our crew checked on occupants who were in other units on the fire 
floor. The crew assisted residents who were on home oxygen and called for additional oxygen 
supplies for those who needed it. 
 
The second incident was a hair salon fire in Oak Park. Our crew was ordered to assist Engine 
602 with fire control. We assisted with fire extinguishment in the rear. Our crew remained until 
released by command. 
 
The third incident was a building fire in Oak Park. Upon arrival, our crew performed RIT for the 
scene. We were returned by command after the suppression was done. No injuries noted. 
 
The fourth incident was a house fire in Elmwood Park. The River Forest Fire Department was 
advised to stage at the scene until released by command. 
 
The fifth incident was a rubbish fire in River Forest. Upon arrival, we located the fire on the 
concrete sidewalk at the base of the Forest Preserve shelter at Harlem and Lake. We were able to 
stomp out the embers. No fire extension was required. 
 
The sixth incident was a dryer fire in Oak Park. We were advised to stage at the scene until 
released by command. 
 
The seventh fire was in response to a fire alarm in Forest Park. We were advised to stage at the 
scene until released by command. Our crew was returned to service. 
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The other four fires were cooking fires that caused no damage. Two of these occurred in River 
Forest and the other two in Elmwood Park. 
 
Training  
 
This month the department participated in various training activities such as: 
 

 All shifts continued their assigned building inspections. 
 Lt. Howe continuing Blue Card training 
 Lt. Carter took and passed NIMS ICS 300 & 400 through IFSI at Morton College in 

Cicero 
 Shifts participated in a ComEd Responding to Electrical Emergencies online training 

class 
 All shifts attended an Elevator Safety class presented by Lt. Kulaga from the Cicero 

Fire Dept 
 FF/PM Smith attended an EMS/Fire conference in Lake Geneva 
 FF/PM’s Smith, Viera, Bencik Seablom and McKenna attended a one day Light & 

Fight live fire training at Plainfield Fire Dept 
 Chief Bohlmann and FF/PM Zipperich attended Div 11 Haz Mat drill in Oak Park. 

Subject was monitors. 
 
 
Paramedic Activity  
 
We responded to 100 ambulance calls making contact with 115 patients for the month of 
November, which is about our monthly average number of EMS calls. Of this total, 36 patients 
were classified as ALS and 64 were BLS and 15 were invalid assists. 32 of the 64 BLS patients 
refused treatment and/or transport.  

A detailed monthly EMS report is available for review.  
.  

 
 
 
 
Fire Prevention   
 
During the month of November, the Fire Prevention Bureau conducted 8 Regular Inspections and 
18 Company Inspections with 34 violations noted and 45 violations corrected.  
 

A detailed monthly Fire prevention report is available for review.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 

DATE:  December 5, 2018 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM:  John Anderson, Director of Public Works  

 
SUBJECT: Monthly Report – November 2018 
  
 
Executive Summary 
 
In the month of November, the department of Public Works continued with fall operations by 
continuing leaf collection as well as responded to four snow & ice events.  Staff also performed 
ongoing maintenance tasks such as tree trimming and sign fabrication.  Davis Tree Care 
continued with the annual contractual tree trimming program this month.  The section of the 
Village where contractual trimming is taking place is between Iowa and Division from Thatcher 
to Harlem.  The information collected during our tree inventory process which is uploaded to 
the GIS system is shared with the trimming contractor for more efficient trimming.  The brick 
work on the west side of the Public Works Garage, the installation of new windows was 
completed in November with final capping work to be done next.  There was the completion of 
two capital projects.  The Chicago Avenue resurfacing project is now substantially complete.   
The pedestrian bump-outs and rain gardens were installed at the intersections of Keystone, 
Forest, Jackson and Bonnie Brae and the final layer of asphalt has been poured.  The final work 
on the project is the pavement striping, fence installation and planting of native plants in the 
rain gardens which will be completed in the spring.  The Gale Avenue alley reconstruction 
project was also completed.  This is now an alley that allows water to drain through permeable 
pavers in the center section of the alley.  This will improve drainage in the alley and areas 
adjacent to the alley.  While this work has been underway the planning for capital 
improvements for next year has begun.   Staff will continue to update our Capital Improvement 
Plan and determine which projects are needed in the near future.  
 
Public Works items approved by the Village Board of Trustees in November: 
 

 Resolution Authorizing an Illinois Safe Routes to School Program Reimbursable Grant 
Application 

 Change Order #1 (Final) – 2018 Street Patching Program - $9,016.01 – Resolution 

 Waiver of Formal Bids and Award of Purchase a 2019 Ford F-550 Chassis from Sutton 
Ford for $38,633 and Waiver of Formal Bids and Award of Purchase of a Corresponding 
Service Body from Regional Truck Equipment for $20,225 

 Traffic & Safety Commission – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – No Parking 
Restriction on the East Side of Thatcher, North of Greenfield – Ordinance 
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 Traffic & Safety Commission – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – Resident Parking Only 
Restrictions on the 1500 block of Ashland Avenue – Ordinance 

 Traffic & Safety Commission – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – Installation of Stop 
Signs at Gale/Vine (4-Way) and Jackson/Iowa (2-Way) – Ordinance 
 

Sustainability Commission Items Discussed: 
 

 Green Block Parties and Deep Roots Gardens 

 Presentation at PlanItGreen 12/5 leadership breakfast 

 Sustainability Questionnaire results 

 Bike/Walkability in Village Comprehensive Plan 

 ComEd Energy Efficiency Assessment – Pumping Station Report 

 Native Plants on Chicago Avenue rain garden bumpouts 

 SolSmart initiative 

 

Engineering Division Summary 
 

 Received and processed 9 grading permits and two utility permits 

 Conducted monthly Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) inspection 

 Continued coordination of Safe Walking Routes to Schools Project 

 Held a Traffic and Safety Meeting on November 14th   

 Completed construction of the Gale Avenue Improvement Project 

 Completed construction of the Chicago Avenue Resurfacing Project 

 Continued oversight of design for miscellaneous alley improvement projects 

 Began design of 2019 Alley Reconstruction Project 

 Completed FY20 Capital Improvement Project Contributions 

Public Works – Operations 
 
The following is a summary of utility locate requests received from JULIE (Joint Utility Locating 
Information for Excavators) and work orders (streets, forestry, water, sewer, etc.) that were 
received and processed during the past 12 months:     
 

 Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Utility Locates 28 45 34 104 149 258 152 198 168 187 143 79 

Work Orders 14 11 8 18 25 51 56 60 45 59 29 39 

 
Water and Sewer 
Monthly Pumpage:  November’s average daily pumpage of 1.03 million gallons (MG) is higher than 
November’s average of 0.98 MG in 2017. 
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In the month of November residents and businesses were notified of backflow violations; they 
were given notice to comply or have the water shut off on a specific date for non-compliance.  The 
purpose of this program is to remain in compliance with IEPA requirements.   
 
The reports for the Village wide leak survey were received and any leaks in the report were 
scheduled for repair.  Repairs were made on a water service in front of 745 Jackson, the leak was 
on the Village side of the b-box.  A water irrigation service leak was repaired at 1501 Jackson that 
occurred on the Village side of the water service.   
 
A water service leak was also repaired at 7629 Lake Street.  This leak occurred on the buildings 
portion of the water service and was the responsibility of the property owner.  All work was 
inspected and approved by B&F technical code services. 
 
On 11/30 a water main break repair occurred at 540 Forest Avenue.  This was discovered after an 
exploratory dig due to the leak survey report. 
 
The Water Division personnel performed these additional tasks in November: 

 Responded to 118 service calls 

 Installed 3 water meters 

 Exercised 15 valves 
 
Streets and Forestry 
Staff in the Streets and Forestry division focused heavily on tree trimming, leaf collection, and 
street sweeping.  These are the details of the tasks performed frequently in the month of 
November: 
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Description of Work Performed Quantity 

Trees Trimmed 609 

Sign Repairs/Fabrication 4 

Leaf Removal (tons) 1,071.4 

Number of Snow & Ice Responses 4 

Salt used (tons) 95.2 
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date: December 4, 2018 
 
To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: Building & Zoning Report - November, 2018 
  

The Village issued 90 permits in November, 2018, compared to 90 during the same month in 
2017.  Permit revenue collected in November, 2018 totaled $19,961.35, compared to 
$29,643.42 in October.  Fiscal Year to date building permit revenue is 58% of the $514,500 
budgeted.  The following noteworthy permits were issued by the Building Department in 
November, 2018: 

 7353 Lake Street – Office Build-Out  

Planned Development Project Updates 

Below please find a summary of the status of approved planned development permits as well 
as certain pending applications. 
 
Approved: 
 The Promenade (7820 W. Madison Street - Approved July 13, 2015) – Construction and 

inspection of the interior of the unoccupied townhomes continues.  Occupancy permits have 
been issued to 13 of the 29 units.   

 The Avalon (Bonnie Brae Condominiums - 1101-1111 Bonnie Brae Place - Approved 
November 17, 2016) – The Village Board granted a major amendment regarding setback 
requirements in March, 2018.  Under the terms of a minor amendment that was granted in 
January, 2018, the developer had been required to commence construction by  
July 30, 2018.  On July 9, 2018, the Village Board of Trustees approved a second extension 
to construction commencement deadline to March 30, 2019. 

 Concordia University (7400 Augusta) 
o Cell Tower/Parking Garage (Approved July 9, 2019) – A permit was issued for this 

project in August, 2018.  Under the Planned Development Ordinance, the University 
has until April 9, 2019 to obtain a building permit, October 9, 2019 to commence 
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construction, and April 9, 2021 to complete construction for the permit to remain 
valid.  

o West Annex/Christopher Center Link (Approved July 9, 2019) – Plans have been 
submitted for a construction permit and are currently under review.  After receiving 
bids for the project the University contacted staff about some minor changes to the 
project that do not require a major amendment and can be processed 
administratively.  Under the Planned Development Ordinance, the University has 
until April 9, 2019 to obtain a building permit, October 9, 2019 to commence 
construction, and April 9, 2021 to complete construction for the permit to remain 
valid.  

 Mixed Use Development (Lake and Lathrop) – This project was approved on  
September 17, 2018.  Under the Planned Development Ordinance, the developer has 
until June, 2019 to obtain a building permit. 

 Senior Care Community (Chicago and Harlem) – This project was approved on  
October 15, 2018. Under the Planned Development Ordinance, the developer has until 
July, 2019 to obtain a building permit. 

 
Pending:  None. 

 
Permit and Real Estate Transfer Activity Measures 

Permits 

Month FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 

May 113 124 178 128 205 

June 104 144 179 153 135 

July 112 150 140 194 131 

August 84 144 145 123 170 

September 111 180 130 152 116 

October 120 149 140 119 118 

November 55 72 98 79 90 

December 43 79 55 71  

January 24 66 107 69  

February 22 67 87 58  

March 41 109 120 93  

April 78 97 148 136  

Two Month Comparison 175 221 238 198 208 

Fiscal Year Total 907 1,381 1,527 1,375 875 

 
Real Estate Transfers 

 November 
2018 

November 
2017 

FY 2019  
YTD Total  

FY 2018 
Total 

Transfers 15 18 123 232 
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Residential Property Demolition 

 November 
2018 

FY 2019 
 YTD Total  

FY 2018 
Total 

FY 2017 
Total 

Residential Demolitions 0 1 4 7 

 
Demolition permit(s) were issued for the following single family home(s): 
 
Address   Architectural Survey Notes 
- -  
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:  December 5, 2018 

To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 

From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator  

Subj: Village-Wide Performance Measurement Report – November 2018  

 
 

Building Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Goal 

November 
 Actual 

FY 2019 
YTD 

Plan reviews of large projects completed 
in 21 days or less 

73% 
  (99 of 135) 

95% 
100% 

  (3 of 3) 
69% 

  (59 of 86) 

Average length of review time for plan 
reviews of large projects 

17.2 days 
(Monthly Avg) 

>21 12 days 
19.1 days 

(Monthly Avg) 

Re-reviews of large projects completed 
in 14 days or less 

85% 
  (158 of 185) 

95% 
100% 

  (18 of 18) 
91% 

  (114 of 125) 

Average length of review time for plan 
re-reviews of large projects 

9.0 days 
(Monthly Avg) 

>14 8.944 days 
10.8 days 

(Monthly Avg) 

Plan reviews of small projects 
completed in 7 days or less 

100% 
  (202 of 202) 

95% 
100% 

  (8 of 8) 
100% 

  (168 of 168) 

Express permits issued at time of 
application 

100% 
  (228 of 228) 

100% 
100% 

  (18 of 18) 
100% 

  (168 of 168) 

Inspections completed within 24 hours 
of request 

100% 
  (2107 of 

2107) 
100% 

100% 
  (152 of 152) 

100% 
  (1076 of 

1076) 

Contractual inspections passed 
88% 

  (1844 of 
2107) 

80% 
97% 

  (148 of 152) 
93% 

  (997 of 1076) 

Inspect vacant properties once per 
month 

100% 
  (301 of 301) 

100% 
100% 

  (15 of 15) 
100% 

  (127 of 127) 

Code violation warnings issued 180 N/A 21 108 

Code violation citations issued 73 N/A 0 35 

Conduct building permit survey 
quarterly 4 

1 per 
quarter 0 2 

Make contact with existing business 
owners 60 

5/month 
60/year 5 35 
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Fire Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Goal 

November 
 Actual 

FY 2019 
YTD 

Average fire/EMS response time for 
priority calls for service (Includes call 
processing time) 

4:00 
 minutes 

5 Min 
4:08 

 minutes 
4:11 

 minutes 

Customer complaints and/or public 
safety professional complaints  

0% <1% 0% 0% 

All commercial, multi-family and 
educational properties inspected 
annually 

784 
335 

inspections 
26 171 

Injuries on duty resulting in lost time 5 <3 0 1 

Plan reviews completed 10 working 
days after third party review 

4.94 days on 
average 

<10 
1. days on 

average 
2.42 days on 

average 

Complete 270 hours of training for each 
shift personnel 

7356.3 4824 412.8 2972.5 

Inspect and flush fire hydrants semi-
annually 

1530 
445 

annually 
23 365 

     Police Department Performance 
Measures 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Goal 

November 
 Actual 

FY 2019 
YTD 

Average police response time for 
priority calls for service (Does not 
include call processing time) 

3:49 
 minutes 

4:00 
4:21 

 minutes 
4:49 

 minutes 

Injuries on duty resulting in lost time 0 0 Days Lost 1 2 

Reduce claims filed for property & 
vehicle damage caused by the Police 
Department by 25% 

1 <3 1 4 

Maintain positive relationship with the 
bargaining unit and reduce the number 
of grievances 

0 0% 0 0 

Reduce overtime and improve morale 
by decreasing sick leave usage  

159 days 
10% 

reduction 
22 days 63.5 days 

Track accidents at Harlem and North to 
determine impact of red light cameras 

18 accidents 
10% 

reduction 
1 accidents 11 accidents 

Decrease reported thefts (214 in 2012) 195 
5% 

reduction 
11 108 

Formal Citizen Complaints 0 0 0 0 

Use of Force Incidents 7 0 0 2 

Send monthly crime alerts to inform 
residents of crime patterns and 
prevention tips 

56 
1 email/ 

month; 12 
emails/year 

14 97 
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Public Works Performance Measures 
FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Goal 

November 
 Actual 

FY 2019 
YTD 

Complete tree trimming/pruning 
service requests within 7 working days  

97% 
  (151 of 156) 

95% 
97% 

  (30 of 31) 
98% 

  (131 of 134) 

Complete service requests for 
unclogging blocked catch basins within 
5 working days 

100% 
  (6 of 6) 

95% 
N/A 

  (0 of 0) 
100% 

  (6 of 6) 

Percent of hydrants out of service more 
than 10 working days 

0.00% 
  (0 of 4840) 

<1% N/A 
0.00% 

  (0 of 2640) 

Replace burned out traffic signal bulb 
within 8 hours of notification 

100% 
  (1 of 1) 

99% N/A N/A 

Complete service requests for patching 
potholes within 5 working days  

100% 
  (15 of 15) 

95% 
N/A 

  (0 of 0) 
100% 

  (8 of 8) 

Repair street lights in-house, or 
schedule contractual repairs, within five 
working days of notification    

100% 
  (45 of 45) 

95% 
100% 

  (2 of 2) 
95% 

  (18 of 19) 

Safety: Not more than two employee 
injuries annually resulting in days off 
from work 

0 ≤2 0 1 

Safety: Not more than one vehicle 
accident annually that was the 
responsibility of the Village 

0 ≤1 1 1 

Televise 2,640 lineal feet of combined 
sewer each month from April – 
September 

244% 
  (38685 of 

15840) 

2,640/ 
month 

(15,840/ 
year) 

N/A 
  (0 of 0) 

198% 
  (26196 of 

13200) 

Exercise 25 water system valves per 
month 

68% 
  (188 of 275) 

25/month 
(300/year) 

60% 
  (15 of 25) 

58% 
  (102 of 175) 

Complete first review of grading plans 
within 10 working days 

100% 
  (108 of 108) 

95% 
100% 

  (9 of 9) 
100% 

  (68 of 68) 

     N/A: Not applicable, not available, or no service requests were made 
   



 

 
 

Date: December 10, 2018 
 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
Village Board of Trustees 

 
From:   Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 

Subj: Village Administrator’s Report 
 

 

Upcoming Meetings (all meetings are at Village Hall unless otherwise noted) 
   

Tuesday, December 11  
Thursday, Dec. 13 
Thursday, Dec. 13 
Friday, December 14  

7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:30 pm 
7:30 a m 
 
  

Sustainability Commission Meeting 
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting 
ZBA Meeting (Cancelled) 
EDC Meeting 
 
 

Village Hall will be closed on Monday, December 24, Tuesday, December 25 and Tuesday, January 1, 2019 in observance of 
the holidays. 
 
Recent Payments of >$10,000 

In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and $20,000 that 
have occurred since the last Board meeting:  

 
Vendor Amount Description 

Andy Frain $11,127 Crossing Guards 
MOE Funds $15,389 PW Employee Health Insurance January 2019 

 NG Plumbing $12,000 Watermain and Service Repairs 

 
 
 
 

No new Business Licenses issued. 
 
Thank you. 

MEMORANDUM 



   
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 10, 2018 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator   
 
FROM: John Anderson, Director of Public Works 

 
SUBJECT: Safe Walking Routes to School Plan  

  
 
Issue: Staff is seeking the approval of proposed recommendations established in the Safe Walking 
Routes to Schools (SWRTS) Plan. 
 
Analysis: The Transportation Engineering Firm of Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA) 
has completed the SWRTS Plan and all associated exhibits. These materials were previously 
reviewed by the Traffic and Safety Commission with public meetings held on October 17th and again 
on November 14th to discuss the project findings. Minor modifications and investigations were 
requested as a result of each of these meetings and the documents have now been finalized for 
Village Board review. The proposed improvements were recommended for approval by the Traffic 
and Safety Commission at the completion of the November 14, 2018 meeting.  
 
To further clarify project components and answer any questions, KLOA representative Eric Russell 
will be presenting the project to the Village Board on December 10, 2018. 
 
Please note that if approved, all associated ordinance modifications will be presented to the Village 
Board for approval at a later date. 
 
Recommendation: Consider a Motion to approve the recommendations in the Safe Walking Routes 
to Schools Project with the intent to implement all associated signage and pavement marking in 
2019.  
 
Attachments 
Safe Walking Routes to School - Report 
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I. Executive Summary 
 
 
Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc., (KLOA, Inc.) was retained by the Village of River Forest 
and River Forest Public School District 90 to recommend a system of Safe Walking Routes to the 
six public and parochial primary schools in the Village of River Forest and the River Forest 
Community Center (RFCC), and to develop a street map exhibit illustrating the recommended 
routes to the schools and RFCC. It is anticipated that the exhibits will be posted on the websites of 
the Village, RFCC and subject schools, displayed at the schools and RFCC, and incorporated into 
the parent/student handbooks. The six subject schools include: 
 
District 90 Public Schools Parochial Schools 
• Roosevelt Middle School • Grace Lutheran School  
• Lincoln Elementary School • St. Luke Parish School 
• Willard Elementary School • St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Elementary School 

 
The recommended routes were identified after (1) meeting/communicating with Village staff, 
Village Police Department representatives, and representatives of the subject schools and RFCC, 
(2) reviewing various Village documents and school parent/student handbooks, (3) distributing a 
survey regarding Safe Walking Routes to School to Village residents and to families attending the 
public and private schools in River Forest, and (4) performing a field review of all streets in the 
Village to document traffic controls and crosswalk markings, confirm pedestrian pathways, and 
observe school traffic circulation and crossing guard operations. 
 
The determination of the safest walking routes to the schools and RFCC is based on the premise 
that students should cross streets at controlled locations where vehicles are required by law to 
come to a full stop, either via stop sign or traffic-signal control or with assistance from a school 
crossing guard. The recommended walking routes are also based on the premise that students will 
generally take the quickest and most direct paths to school.  
 
This study has identified several measures that can be implemented by the Village of River Forest 
to enhance safety at the recommended street crossings along the school walking routes, including 
traffic control modifications, crosswalk marking installations, and pedestrian crossing signage. 
Many of these improvements address responses received from the survey. 
 
Traffic control modifications include installation of stop signs where no traffic control signs or 
Yield signs exist, reversing the directionality of the two-way stop control, and conversion of one-
way/two-way stop control to all-way stop control. Crosswalk markings include the installation of 
high-visibility “ladder-style” crosswalks at all recommended street crossings where no crosswalks 
exist or where less-visible transverse crosswalks exist. Pedestrian crossing signage includes 
crossings enhanced with static signage or signs featuring pedestrian-actuated flashing yellow 
beacons where stop control was not feasible.     
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This study has recommended two new locations for the posting of a crossing guard. One at Lake 
Street/Lathrop Avenue adjacent to the southeast corner of St. Luke Parish School. The other at 
Division Street/Ashland Avenue at the southeast corner of the Willard Elementary School block.   
This study has also identified three locations were crossing guards could be removed in place of 
other alternatives to address student safety. One location is on Oak Avenue at Ashland Avenue 
where there are no recommended walking routes that cross Oak Avenue at this location. Another 
location is at Division Street/Lathrop Avenue, where the crossing guard would be relocated to 
Division Street/Ashland Avenue, closer to Willard Elementary School. The third location is at the 
Roosevelt Middle School access driveways off Lathrop Avenue. At all three locations, the 
recommended measures should be monitored to determine if they have been effective, if additional 
measures are needed, or if the crossing guards should be redeployed.  
 
Lastly, policies have been recommended for school crossing guards to follow to better balance 
pedestrian safety and traffic flow. 
 
The Appendix of this report includes the recommended SWRTS street maps for each school, a 
map depicting all of the recommended street system changes such as intersections traffic controls 
and pedestrian crossings, and the responses from the resident/parent survey on safe walking routes 
to school. 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
              

https://www.district90.org/rms
https://www.district90.org/wes
https://www.district90.org/les
https://www.school-stlukeparish.org/stluke
http://graceriverforest.org/
http://www.rfcc.info/
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1. Introduction 
 
 
This report summarizes the recommended Safe Walking Routes to the public and parochial 
primary schools in the Village of River Forest and the River Forest Community Center (RFCC), 
and the methodologies that informed the recommendations. The Safe Walking Routes to School 
(SWRTS) have been depicted in a series of exhibits specific to each school and the RFCC. Each 
exhibit provides a street map showing the recommended walking routes to the respective school, 
which can be posted on the websites of the Village, RFCC and subject schools, displayed at the 
schools and RFCC, and incorporated into the parent/student handbooks. 

Schools Studied 
SWRTS exhibits were prepared for all three primary schools in the River Forest Public School 
District 90 system and all three parochial primary schools in the Village, as follows: 
 
District 90 Public Schools Parochial Schools 
• Roosevelt Middle School • Grace Lutheran School  
• Lincoln Elementary School • St. Luke Parish School 
• Willard Elementary School • St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic Elementary School 

 
A SWRTS exhibit was also prepared for the River Forest Community Center. A preliminary 
review of Trinity High School was also performed to determine if a SWRTS exhibit would be of 
benefit to the student base.    

School Meetings 
The Village of River Forest hosted a series of meetings on April 26, 2018 with KLOA and 
representatives from District 90, Grace Lutheran School, St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School and 
the River Forest Police Department. The Village also organized a conference call with KLOA and 
representatives from St. Luke Parish School and River Forest Community Center. The purpose of 
the meetings was to describe the SWRTS exhibits being prepared for each school and to obtain 
input on any safety issues or areas of concern that should be considered as the maps are being 
developed. Village staff also communicated by email with representatives of Trinity High School 
to obtain more information on their student population to determine whether a SWRTS exhibit 
would be of benefit. 

Reports Reviewed 
In advance of the preparation of the SWRTS exhibits, KLOA reviewed the following Village 
documents as a foundation for the recommendations of the study.  

• Friendly Street Traffic Management Handbook, River Forest Traffic Control Task Force, May 
9, 2005. 

• Village of River Forest Comprehensive Plan, 2003. 
• Parent/Student Handbook 2017-2018, River Forest Public Schools District 90 
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2. Resident/Parent Survey 
 
 
A survey regarding Safe Walking Routes to School was broadcast via various electronic platforms 
to Village residents and to families attending the public and parochial schools in River Forest and 
those utilizing the RFCC. Platforms included email, websites, Facebook posts, etc. A total of 312 
surveys were returned. The survey questions 
and responses are contained in the Appendix. 
 
Key findings from the SWRTS survey are 
summarized below:  

• More than 96% of responders were River 
Forest residents 

• More than 51% of the responders also 
identify themselves as guardians of students 
in a River Forest school 

• Approximately 94% of the guardians were 
of students in District 90 schools 

• Approximately 6% of the guardians were of students in River Forest parochial schools 
• More students walk to school then travel by any other mode 
 
Several issues were repeatedly conveyed in the resident responses, including the following: 

• Concern for pedestrian safety at uncontrolled intersections 
• Need for more balanced traffic management by crossing guards along Lake Street 
• Need for all-way stop control along Lake Street at Park, Franklin and Ashland avenues 
• Need for all-way stop control at all intersections surrounding school sites 
• Need for more stop signs on Washington Boulevard 
• Need for better traffic control at the Keystone Avenue/Hawthorne Avenue intersection 
• Need for crosswalks on Hawthorne Avenue at Thatcher Avenue and Keystone Avenue  
• Need for a safe pedestrian crossing on Thatcher Avenue at Oak Avenue 
• Need for a safe pedestrian crossing on Park Avenue at Greenfield Street without sight line 

conflicts with parked cars 
• Limited visibility for students walking under railroad underpasses between Hawthorne Avenue 

and Central Avenue 
• Vehicular speeds along Hawthorne Avenue and Central Avenue, and non-compliance with 

posted stop controls. 
• Concern for safety at intersection of Washington Boulevard/Franklin Avenue/Park Drive 
• School crossing guards only stopping traffic for students attending the crossing guard’s school 
• School crossing guards interfering with traffic flow not associated with student crossings 
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3. SWRTS Exhibits 
 
 
The SWRTS exhibits for each school and the RFCC were developed from GIS data and followed 
a specific methodology to maximize student safety and minimize conflicts between vehicles and 
pedestrians.  

Data Collection 
In April 2018, KLOA obtained GIS mapping files of the River Forest street system from Village 
staff. KLOA then performed a field review of all streets in the Village to inventory traffic controls 
and crosswalk markings, document one-way street operations, and confirm pedestrian pathways. 
The GIS mapping and field data was incorporated into the SWRTS exhibits and informed the 
recommendations of the study. 

Field Observations 
In April 2018, KLOA also conducted observations of school traffic circulation and crossing guard 
activity. The observations were performed during student arrival and dismissal times and were 
compared to any drop-off/pick-up procedures published in the Parent-Student Handbooks and/or 
described in meetings with the school administrators. The observations are noted below under each 
school. In general, most parents followed the school drop-off/pick-up procedures. Any noted 
deviations from these procedures reflect observations only not approved procedures.  

Methodology 
The determination of the safest walking routes to the schools and RFCC is based on the premise 
that students should be directed to cross streets at controlled locations where vehicles are required 
by law to come to a full stop. A controlled location is generally an intersection where the approach 
being crossed is marked with a crosswalk and is under stop sign control or traffic signal control if 
there are pedestrian signal heads present. A controlled location is also considered a street crossing 
that is not under stop or traffic signal control but has a crosswalk and a crossing guard in-place 
during school arrival and dismissal hours. The recommended walking routes are also based on the 
premise that students will generally take the quickest and most direct paths to school.  
 
Based on these premises, stop signs were recommended at intersections where the preferred 
walking route required a street crossing that was uncontrolled or under Yield control. At some 
locations, the directionality of the two-way stop control was recommended to be reversed or 
replaced with all-way stop control. On all preferred walking routes, high-visibility “ladder-style” 
crosswalks were recommended at street crossings where no crosswalks exist or where less-visible 
transverse (parallel line) crosswalks exist.      

Safe Walking Routes to School Maps 
The SWRTS exhibits depict the recommended walking routes to each school, from every 
residential block in the public school attendance area and from several blocks out from the 
parochial schools and RFCC, on a street map which can be posted on the websites of the Village, 
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RFCC and subject schools, displayed at the schools and RFCC, and incorporated into the 
parent/student handbooks. The walking routes are based on a determination as to the safest manner 
for students to cross streets en-route to school.  
 
Priority has been given to crossing students where traffic controls currently exist that bring 
vehicles to a complete stop (i.e., traffic signals and stop signs) or where school crossing guards are 
located that KLOA has determined should remain in-place. High-visibility crosswalks have been 
recommended at these locations where they do not currently exist. At two-way stop locations 
where it was not possible to cross a student at a stop-controlled approach without creating a 
circuitous path to school that would likely not be followed, recommendations have been made to 
either reverse the direction of the two-way stop control or convert to all-way stop control. 

Lincoln Elementary School 
Lincoln Elementary School serves students in 
grades K-4 and had an enrollment of approximately 
400 students during the 2017-2018 school year. The 
District 90 administrative offices are also located at 
Lincoln School. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs 
along Park Avenue and Franklin Avenue. Many 
students that reside on the south side of the railroad 
approach from Franklin Avenue and cross Lake 
Street where a school crossing guard is posted. 
Students also travel through the intersections of 
Lake Street/Park Avenue, Oak Avenue/Park 
Avenue, Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue and Oak 
Avenue/Franklin Avenue, where crossing guards are also posted, and mix with the drop-off/pick-
up traffic flows. The recommended SWRTS exhibit for Lincoln Elementary School is in the 
Appendix.  

Willard Elementary School 
Willard Elementary School serves students in grades K-4 and had an enrollment of approximately 
375 students during the 2017-2018 school year. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs along Franklin 
Avenue and Ashland Avenue. Students travel through the intersections of Division Street/Franklin 
Avenue and Division Street/Lathrop 
Avenue, where school crossing 
guards are posted, and mix with the 
drop-off/pick-up traffic flows. 
Students also travel through the 
Greenfield Street/Franklin Avenue 
and Greenfield Street/Ashland 
Avenue intersections where no 
crossing guards are posted. The 
recommended SWRTS exhibit for 
Willard Elementary School is in the 
Appendix.  Willard Elementary School 

Lincoln Elementary School 
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Roosevelt Middle School 
Roosevelt Middle School serves students in grades 5-8 and had an enrollment of approximately 
665 students during the 2017-2018 school year. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs along Lathrop 
Avenue, Jackson Avenue and Oak Avenue. Students 
travel through the intersections of Lathrop Avenue/Oak 
Avenue, Lathrop Avenue/Chicago Avenue and the 
school driveways on Lathrop Avenue, where school 
crossing guards are posted, and mix with the drop-
off/pick-up traffic flows. Students also travel through 
the intersections of Jackson Avenue/Oak Avenue and 
Jackson Avenue/Chicago Avenue where crossing 
guards are also posted. The recommended SWRTS 
exhibit for Roosevelt Middle School is in the Appendix.  

Grace Lutheran School 
Grace Lutheran School serves students in grades pre-K-8 and had an enrollment of approximately 
211 students during the 2017-2018 school year, approximately 23 (11%) of whom are River Forest 

residents. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs along 
Bonnie Brae. Many parents also park in the Fenwick 
High School athletic field parking lot and walk their 
children across Division Street where the Grace 
Lutheran crossing guard is posted (PM only). School 
staff indicate that few students walk to school and 
approximately 5 to 10 students regularly bike to 
school. The recommended SWRTS exhibit for Grace 
Lutheran School is in the Appendix.  
 
 
 

St. Luke Parish School 
St. Luke Parish School serves students in grades pre-
K-8 and had an enrollment of approximately 350 
students during the 2017-2018 school year, 
approximately 125 (35%) of whom are River Forest 
residents. Drop-off/pick-up activity occurs within the 
school parking lot off of Ashland Avenue with 
stacking along the Ashland Avenue curb. School staff 
indicates that approximately 40 to 50 students 
regularly walk or bike to school. Students travel through the intersections of Lake Street/Ashland 
Avenue, where a St. Luke crossing guard is posted, and mix with the drop-off/pick-up traffic flows. 
Students also travel through the signalized intersection of Lake Street/Lathrop Avenue, where no 
crossing guard is posted, and the intersections of Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue and Oak 
Avenue/Lathrop Avenue where District 90 crossing guards are posted. The recommended SWRTS 
exhibit for St. Luke Parish School is in the Appendix. 

St. Luke Parish School 

Grace Lutheran School 

Roosevelt Middle School 
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St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School 
St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School serves students in grades pre K-8 and had an enrollment of 
approximately 260 students during the 2017-2018 school year, approximately 45 (18%) of whom 
are River Forest residents. Approximately 155 
students (60%) reside in Elmwood Park. Drop-
off/pick-up activity occurs within the school 
parking lot off of Le Moyne Parkway and along 
Le Moyne Parkway, with stacking along the 
west side of Jackson Avenue. The crossing 
guard at North Avenue/Lathrop Avenue assists 
the Elmwood Park walking students across 
North Avenue. School staff have not observed 
students riding their bikes to school. The 
recommended SWRTS exhibit for St. Vincent 
Ferrer Catholic School is in the Appendix.  

River Forest Community Center 
During the school year the RFCC offers early childhood education and recreation programs, before 
school/afterschool programs, and the Opportunity Knocks program for adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. During the summer the RFCC offers Summer Camp programs. The 
early childhood programs serve 65-75 youngsters and there are 50-65 participants in the before 

school and/or afterschool programs. 
Approximately 30-40 participate in the recreation 
programs and from 260-290 youth participate in 
Summer Camp. Most early childhood participants 
are dropped-off and pick-up by parents, some by 
walking to the facility. Afterschool participants 
arrive by school bus from the various schools. 
During the school year, and during the summer 
camps, groups of children are escorted by staff 
through the neighborhood and to destinations such 
as Keystone Park. Some participants in 
Opportunity Knocks also walk to the facility.   
 

  

River Forest Community Center 

St. Vincent Ferrer School 
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Trinity High School Evaluation 
Trinity High School had a 2017-2018 enrollment of 450 students and has an enrollment capacity 
of 600 students. Of the current enrollment, approximately 29 (6.4%) reside in River Forest. School 
staff indicates that less than 20 percent of those from River Forest have been observed walking or 
biking to school. Some of those that do travel through the Lathrop Avenue/Division Street 
intersection where a District 90 crossing guard is posted for Willard Elementary School. By 
comparison, St. Vincent Ferrer has 60 percent more students that reside in River Forest than Trinity 
High School, St. Luke Parish has four times as many students that reside in River Forest, and Grace 
Lutheran has almost twice as high of a percentage of their student body that reside in River Forest 
than Trinity High School.   
 
Since very few Trinity High School students reside in the Village with fewer known to walk to 
school, and being that high school students are typically more observant than primary school 
students, it was determined that a SWRTS exhibit for Trinity High School would have little benefit 
to the general student body.   
 

 
  

Trinity High School 
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4. Recommended Street & Traffic Control Changes 
 
 
In support of the recommended school walking routes, several recommendations have been made 
to enhance safety on the routes, including upgraded traffic controls and increased visibility of the 
street crossings. Traffic control upgrades include installing stop signs where no traffic control signs 
exist or where yield signs exist, reversing the directionality of the two-way stop control, converting 
one-way or two-way stop control to all-way stop control, and implementing measures to increase 
the visibility of existing signs. The street crossing improvements include installing high-visibility 
(ladder-style) crosswalks where no crosswalks exist, replacing transverse (parallel-line) 
crosswalks with more visible ladder-style markings, and installing school or pedestrian crossing 
signage. Many of these recommendations address comments and concerns expressed by survey 
respondents. An exhibit depicting the recommended street improvements is in the Appendix.   

Installation of New Two-Way Stop Control 
The following 14 uncontrolled four-way intersections are traversed by recommended school 
walking routes. Two-way stop control is recommended to enhance safety on the uncontrolled 
approaches being crossed. 

Lincoln Elementary School  

• Clinton Place at Oak Avenue • Linden Street at Gale Avenue  

Willard Elementary School 

• Forest Avenue at Thomas Street • Iowa Street at Park Avenue 
• Berkshire Street at Monroe Avenue • Iowa Street at Franklin Avenue 
• Thomas Street at Franklin Avenue • Ashland Avenue at Iowa Street 
• Thomas Street at Jackson Avenue • Jackson Avenue at Iowa Street 
• Thomas Street at Ashland Avenue  • William Street at Iowa Street 
• Iowa Street at Keystone Avenue • Clinton Place at Iowa Street 

Installation of New One-Way Stop Control 
The following 21 uncontrolled three-way intersections are traversed by recommended school 
walking routes. One-way stop control is recommended to enhance safety on the uncontrolled 
approach being crossed. 

Lincoln Elementary School  

• Clinton Place at Holly Court • Forest Avenue at Hawthorne Avenue 
• Holly Court at William Street • Linden Street at Forest Avenue 
• Holly Court at Bonnie Brae • Linden Street at Park Avenue 
• Gale Avenue at Hawthorne Avenue • Vine Street at Forest Avenue 
• Keystone Avenue at Hawthorne Avenue • Vine Street at Park Avenue 
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Willard Elementary School 

− Le Moyne Parkway at Park Avenue − Thomas Street at Keystone Avenue 
− Keystone Avenue at Greenfield Street − Thomas Street at Monroe Avenue 
− Forest Avenue at Greenfield Street − William Street at Augusta Street 
− Bonnie Brae at Greenfield Street − Clinton Place at Augusta Street 
− Clinton Place at Greenfield Street − Iowa Street at Forest Avenue 
− Berkshire Street at William Street  

Installation of New All-Way Stop Control 
The following uncontrolled four-way intersection is traversed 
by recommended school walking routes to RFCC. All-way stop 
control is recommended to enhance safety on the uncontrolled 
approaches being crossed. 

River Forest Community Center 

• Vine Street/Gale Avenue intersection 

Reverse Directionality of Existing Two-Way Stop Control 
The following two-way stop-controlled intersection is traversed by a recommended school walking 
route, but the desired crossings are on the uncontrolled approaches. The directness of the walking 
route would be compromised to the point where students may choose to cross at the uncontrolled 
locations rather than take a circuitous alternate route to school. The recommendation is to switch 
the two-way stop control from the current controlled street to the current uncontrolled street. This 
change will have the additional benefit of reducing the consecutive number of intersections under 
stop control on Thomas Street. 

Willard Elementary School  

• Park Street at Thomas Street (switch two-way off Thomas Street) 

Convert One-Way Stop Control to All-Way Stop Control 
The following one-way stop-controlled intersection is traversed by a recommended school walking 
route, but the desired crossing is on the uncontrolled approach. The directness of the walking route 
would be compromised to the point where students may choose to cross at the uncontrolled 
location rather than take a circuitous alternate route. The recommendation is to convert the one-
way stop control at the intersection to all-way stop control. In addition, to increase the sight lines 
to and from Greenfield Street, parking should be prohibited on the west side of Park Avenue from 
8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. between the two offset legs of Greenfield Street. This parking regulation 
is similar to the current regulation on the east side of Park Avenue between the two Greenfield 
Street approaches and on the west side of Park Avenue south of Greenfield Street.    

Willard Elementary School 

• Greenfield Street/Park Avenue intersection 
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Convert Two-Way Stop Control to All-Way Stop Control 
The following two-way stop-controlled intersection is traversed by recommended school walking 
routes where the desired crossing is on the uncontrolled approach. The directness of the walking 
route would be compromised to the point where students may choose to cross at the uncontrolled 
location rather than take a circuitous alternate route. The recommendation is to convert the two-
way stop control at the intersection to all-way stop control.  

Willard Elementary School 

• Augusta Street/Franklin Avenue intersection 

Lincoln Elementary School 

• Linden Street/Franklin Avenue intersection 
 
In addition, it is typical for all-way stop control to be utilized on local streets surrounding primary 
schools to give priority to student safety, particularly for schools that do not offer standard school 
bus service and/or have a large number of students that walk or bike to school. However, there are 
instances where the needs of the motoring public must be balanced with the needs of pedestrians, 
particularly along arterial streets and collector streets that are meant to accommodate larger 
volumes of traffic through a community, such as Lake Street and Division Street. 
 
The following two two-way stop-controlled intersections are at the corners of school blocks and 
are traversed by a large number of students. Oak Avenue and Franklin Avenue are classified as 
local streets, so converting the two-way stop control to all-way stop control at the Oak 
Avenue/Franklin Avenue intersection is appropriate. Division Street has a higher classification as 
a collector street, which typically would have the right-of-way over a local street. However, there 
are currently several all-way stop-controlled intersections with local streets along Division Street 
to regulate traffic adjoining Trinity High School, Dominican University and Concordia University. 
Regulating traffic adjacent to a primary school should take priority over older students. As such, 
the two-way stop control at the Division Street intersection listed below is also recommended to 
be converted to all-way stop control.    

Lincoln Elementary School 

• Oak Avenue/Franklin Avenue intersection 

Willard Elementary School 

• Division Street/Franklin Avenue intersection 

Replacement of Yield Control with Stop Control 
The following Yield-controlled intersection approaches are on recommended SWRTS street 
crossings. The Yield control should be replaced with Stop control to enhance crossing safety. 

Lincoln Elementary School  

• Vine Street at Ashland Avenue 
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Installation of Enhanced Crosswalks 
The following uncontrolled locations are on recommended SWRTS street crossings. The 
proximity of the crossing locations to traffic signal-controlled intersections of an arterial street 
(i.e., Harlem Avenue or Lake Street) make these locations less feasible for to install stop control. 
Alternatively, a high visibility crosswalk, pedestrian/school crossing signage, and an in-street 
pedestrian/school crossing sign could be installed instead, similar to the Division Street crossing 
at Bonnie Brae and the Lake Street crossing at Forest Avenue. These signs should be posted back-
to-back on both sides of the street to face both directions of travel. 

Grace Lutheran School (School Crossing Sign with In-Street Sign)  

• Augusta Street at Bonnie Brae 

Roosevelt Middle School (Pedestrian Crossing Sign with Rapid Flashing Beacons)  

• Oak Street at Thatcher Avenue 
 

 

 
 

 

Enhanced Crosswalk with In-Street School Crossing Signs 

Enhanced Crosswalk with Rapid Flashing Beacons 
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Installation of New High-Visibility (Ladder-Style) Crosswalk 
The following 162 unmarked intersection approaches are on recommended SWRTS street 
crossings. Installation of a high-visibility (ladder-style) crosswalk is recommended. 

Lincoln Elementary School 

• Forest Ave (s approach) at Chicago Ave • Franklin Ave (s approach) at Hawthorne Ave 
• Park Ave (s approach) at Chicago Ave • Hawthorne Ave (w approach) at Franklin Ave 
• Keystone Ave (n approach) at Oak Ave • Hawthorne Ave (e approach) at Ashland Ave 
• Forest Ave (n approach) at Oak Ave • Park Ave at Hawthorne Ave 
• Park Ave (both approaches) at Oak Ave • Forest Ave at Hawthorne Ave 
• Ashland Ave (both approaches) at Oak Ave • Keystone Ave (s approach) at Hawthorne Ave 
• Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Oak Ave • Hawthorne Ave (w approach) Keystone Ave 
• William St (both approaches) at Oak Ave • Gale Ave at Hawthorne Ave 
• Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Oak Ave • Linden St (both approaches) at Gale Ave 
• Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Oak Ave • Linden St (both approaches) at Keystone Ave 
• Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Quick Ave • Linden St at Forest Ave 
• Clinton Pl (n approach) at Quick Ave • Linden St at Park Ave 
• William St (n approach) at Quick Ave • Linden St (both approaches) at Ashland Ave 
• Monroe Ave (n approach) at Quick Ave • Ashland Ave (s approach) at Washington Blvd 
• Holly Ct at Bonnie Brae • Forest Ave (s approach) at Washington Blvd 
• Clinton Pl at Holly Ct • Gale Ave (both approaches) at Washington  
• Holly Ct at William St • Washington Blvd (e approach) at Thatcher Ave 
• William St (both approaches) at Lake St • Keystone Ave (s approach) at Vine St 
• Monroe Ave at Lake St • Vine St (both approaches) at Gale Ave 
• Edgewood Pl (s approach) at Lake St • Vine St at Forest Ave 
• Auvergne Pl at Lake St • Vine St at Park Ave 
• River Oaks Dr at Lake St • Vine St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave 
• Central Ave (w approach) at Franklin Ave • Vine St (both approaches) at Ashland Ave 
• Central Ave (e approach) at Ashland Ave • Vine St at Lathrop Ave 
• Ashland Ave (s approach) at Hawthorne Ave  

Willard Elementary School  

• Forest Ave (s approach) at North Ave • Forest Ave (both approaches) at Thomas St 
• Le Moyne Pkwy at Park Ave • Augusta St (both approaches) at Park Ave 
• Keystone Ave at Greenfield St • Augusta St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave 
• Forest Ave at Greenfield St • Jackson Ave (both approaches) at Greenfield St 
• Greenfield St (both approaches) at Park Ave • Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Greenfield St 
• Thomas St at Keystone Ave • William St (both approaches) at Greenfield St 
• Ashland Ave (s approach) at Augusta St • Thomas St (both approaches) at Jackson Ave 
• Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Augusta St • Thomas St (both approaches) at Ashland Ave 
• William St at Augusta St • Thomas St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave 
• Clinton Pl at Augusta St • Park Ave (s approach) at Greenfield St (e leg) 
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• Bonnie Brae (s approach) at Augusta St • Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy 
• Clinton Pl at Greenfield St • Bonnie Brae (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy 
• Bonnie Brae at Greenfield St • William St (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy 
• Thomas St at Bonnie Brae • Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy 
• Thomas St at Monroe St • Ashland Ave (n approach) at Le Moyne Pkwy 
• Iowa St (both approaches) at Bonnie Brae • Le Moyne Pk (both approaches) at Franklin Ave 
• Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Iowa St • Jackson Ave (both approaches) at Iowa St 
• William St (both approaches) at Iowa St • Ashland Ave (both approaches) at Iowa St Ave 
• Park Ave (both approaches) at Thomas St • Iowa St (both approaches) at Franklin Ave 
• Iowa St (both approaches) at Monroe Ave • Iowa St (both approaches) at Park Ave 
• Iowa St at Forest Ave • Clinton Pl (both approaches) at Le Moyne Pkwy 
• Clinton Pl (n approach) at Chicago Ave • Iowa St (both approaches) at Keystone Ave 
• Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Chicago Ave 
• William St (n approach) at Chicago Ave 

• Monroe Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave 
 

Roosevelt Middle School  

• Thatcher Ave (s approach) at Oak Ave • Le Moyne Pkwy (w approach) at Harlem Ave 
• Park Ave (s approach) at North Ave • Le Moyne Pkwy (both approaches) at Bonnie Brae 
• Keystone Ave (s approach) at Oak Ave • Le Moyne Pkwy (both approaches) at Clinton Pl 
• Forest Ave (s approach) at Oak Ave 
• Ashland Ave (n approach) at Augusta St 
• Bonnie Brae (n approach) at Augusta St 
• Franklin Ave (s approach) at North Ave 
• Clinton Pl (s approach) at Quick Ave 
• Monroe Ave (s approach) at Quick Ave 

• Berkshire St (both approaches) at Jackson Ave 
• Franklin Ave (both approaches) at Chicago Ave 
• Berkshire St at William St 
• Ashland Ave (s approach) at North Ave 
• Quick Ave (both approaches) at William St 

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School  

• Franklin Ave (both approaches) at Le Moyne • Ashland Ave (n approach) at Le Moyne Pkwy 

River Forest Community Center  

• Gale Ave (both approaches) at Vine St  

Replacement of Existing Transverse Crosswalk with High-Visibility Crosswalk 
The following 61 intersection approaches are on recommended SWRTS street crossings and are 
currently marked with transverse (parallel line) crosswalks. It is recommended that the visibility 
of these crosswalks be enhanced with ladder-style crosswalk markings. 

Lincoln Elementary School  

• Keystone Ave (both approaches) at Chicago • Linden St at Thatcher Ave 
• Ashland Ave (s approach) at Chicago Ave • Linden St at Lathrop Ave 
• Oak Ave (e approach) at Park Ave • Washington Blvd (w approach) at Lathrop Ave 
• Jackson Ave at Lake St • Vine St at Thatcher Ave 
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• Thatcher Ave (both approaches) at Lake St • Vine St at Harlem Ave 
• Edgewood Pl (n approach) at Lake St  

Willard Elementary School  

• Thomas St at Harlem Ave • Lathrop Ave (both approaches) at Greenfield St 
• Keystone Ave at Division St • Thomas St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave 
• Forest Ave at Division St • Augusta St at Thatcher Ave 
• Park Ave (s approach) at Division St • Augusta St (both approaches) at Keystone Ave 
• Forest Ave (both approaches) at Augusta St • Jackson Ave (both approaches) at Division St 
• Iowa St at Harlem Ave • Augusta St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave 
• Iowa St at Thatcher Ave • Ashland Ave (both approaches) at Division St 
• William St (n approach) at Chicago Ave • Monroe Ave (both approaches) at Division St 
• William St at Division St • Iowa St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave 
• Bonnie Brae at Division St • Lathrop Ave (both approaches) at Thomas St 

Roosevelt Middle School  

• Division St (w approach) at Harlem Ave • Greenfield St (both approaches) at Lathrop Ave 
• Berkshire St (e approach) at Lathrop Ave • Division St (both approaches) at Monroe Ave 
• Keystone Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave • Division St (both approaches) at Park Ave 
• Forest Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave 
• Franklin Ave (both approaches) at Chicago  
• Augusta St (both approaches) at Monroe Ave 

• Park Avenue (n approach) at Chicago Ave\ 
• Ashland Ave (n approach) at Chicago Ave 

Grace Lutheran School  

• Dominican Priory Campus Drive at Division St 

St. Luke Parish School  

• Oak Ave (w approach) at Park Ave 
 
 

  

Standard “Transverse” Crosswalk High-Visibility “Ladder-Style” Crosswalk 
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5. Recommended School Crossing Guard Changes 
 
 
The SWRTS study evaluated the current crossing guard locations, identified additional guard 
locations desired in the survey responses or through dialogue with the schools, and recommended 
changes to the crossing guard locations and operational policies. It is clear from the survey 
responses that several of the crossing guard locations were based on driver behavior and violations 
of the posted traffic control signs (speed limits, stop signs, etc.). Many responses related to drivers 
not coming to a full stop at stop-controlled intersections.   

Current Crossing Guard Locations 
Crossing guards are currently posted at the following 16 intersections during school arrival and 
dismissal times. The guards for the District 90 schools are retained from Andy Frain Services and 
jointly funded by District 90 and the Village. The guard for St. Luke Parish is also retained from 
Andy Frain Services and is funded by St. Luke. The guard deployed by Grace Lutheran School is 
a school volunteer. The guard for St. Vincent Ferrer School is provided by the Village of Elmwood 
Park as 60 percent of the students in the school are Elmwood Park residents.  

Lincoln Elementary School  

• Lake St / Park Ave intersection • Oak Ave / Franklin Ave intersection 
• Lake St / Franklin Ave intersection • Oak Ave / Ashland Ave intersection 
• Oak Ave / Park Ave intersection  

Willard Elementary School 

• Division St / Franklin Ave intersection • Division St / Lathrop Ave intersection 

Roosevelt Middle School 

• Oak Ave / Lathrop Ave intersection • Chicago Ave / Jackson Ave intersection 
• Oak Ave / Jackson Ave intersection • Roosevelt MS N & S Drives on Lathrop Ave 
• Chicago Ave / Lathrop Ave intersection (signalized) 

Grace Lutheran School 

• Division St / Bonnie Brae intersection (PM only) 

St. Luke Parish School 

• Lake St / Ashland Ave intersection  

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School 

• North Ave / Lathrop Ave intersection (signalized) 
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Desired New Crossing Guard Locations 
The following intersections were identified in the survey responses as locations where additional 
crossing guards are desired. 

• Lake Street/Lathrop Avenue (signalized) 
• Franklin Avenue/Hawthorne Avenue 
• Franklin Avenue/Central Avenue 
• Greenfield Street/Park Avenue 
• Greenfield Street/Franklin Avenue 
• Greenfield Street/Ashland Avenue 
• Greenfield Street/Lathrop Avenue 
• Division Street/Ashland Avenue 
• Along Washington Boulevard 

Proposed Crossing Guard Locations 
Current and recommended locations for the posting of school crossing guards are discussed below 
based on the form of traffic control and the subject intersections. 

Traffic Signal Controlled Intersections 
Crossing guards are located at two signalized intersections in the Village, including one serving 
Roosevelt Middle School (Chicago Avenue/Lathrop Avenue) and one serving St. Vincent Ferrer 
Catholic School (North Avenue/Lathrop Avenue). Due to the width of these street crossings and 
high traffic volumes and speeds, it is appropriate to maintain crossing guards at these intersections 
to supplement the pedestrian signal heads and high-visibility crosswalks. 
 
The intersection of Lake Street/Lathrop Avenue is adjacent to the southeast corner of the St. Luke 
Parish School block and is another signalized intersection in which student safety would be 
enhanced with the addition of a crossing guard. The reasoning for this recommendation is the same 
as that for the two signalized intersections noted above (road width, traffic volume and speeds).  
 
Recommendation: 

• Maintain crossing guard at Chicago Ave/Lathrop Ave and North Ave/Lathrop Ave 
• Post new crossing guard at Lake Ave/Lathrop Ave 

All-Way Stop Controlled Intersections 
It is typical for all-way stop control to be utilized on local streets surrounding primary schools to 
give priority to student safety, particularly for schools that do not offer standard school bus service 
and/or have a large number of students that walk to school. This form of stop control, combined 
with highly-visible crosswalk markings, is generally sufficient in calming traffic around schools 
such that crossing guards may not always be needed to supplement the traffic control signs. 
However, due to driver behavior in River Forest, crossing guards have been posted at all-way stop 
controlled intersections near Willard Elementary School (Division/Lathrop), Lincoln Elementary 
School (Park/Oak), and Roosevelt Middle School (Oak/Lathrop, Oak/Jackson).  
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KLOA concurs with keeping the crossing guards at the corners of the primary school sites until 
additional safety measures are installed and monitored for effectiveness. These include all 
locations noted above except for the Division Street/Lathrop Avenue intersection. The safety 
measures are listed below and are aimed at reinforcing the stop controls and modifying driver 
behavior. If the measures prove effective, consideration could be given to removing some or all of 
the crossing guards. The measures should also be installed at the intersection of Division 
Street/Lathrop Avenue where the guard is recommended to be relocated to the southeast corner of 
the Willard Elementary School block at Division Street/Ashland Avenue, as discussed below. 

• Using In-Street School Crossing signs 
• Replacing the stop signs with stop signs that feature flashing LED lighting around the frame 
• Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts  
• Reconstructing the intersection as a raised intersection with different pavement treatment 
 
Survey responses and discussions with the River Forest Police Department suggested 
consideration for posting additional crossing guards at the four intersections of Hawthorne Avenue 
and Central Avenue with Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue due to the limited sight lines at 
the railroad underpass and the volume of traffic and pedestrian activity. Consideration should first 
be given to reinforcing the all-way stop controls at these intersections with measures aimed at 
modifying driver behavior. The intersections could then be monitored to determine if the measures 
have been effective, if additional measures are needed, or if crossing guards should be deployed. 
Enhancement options could include: 

• Installing high-visibility crosswalks across the SWRTS paths on Central and Hawthorne  
• Using In-Street School Crossing signs on the crosswalks 
• Replacing the stop signs with stop signs that feature flashing LED lighting around the frame 
• Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts 
• Posting of convex mirrors to improve sight lines from acute angles 
• Improving the lighting under the viaducts  
 
Survey responses also requested consideration for posting a crossing guard on Park Avenue at 
Greenfield Street. As noted above, the one-way stop controls at this intersection are recommended 
to be upgraded to all-way stop control at the east leg of Greenfield Street, which should improve 
pedestrian safety crossing Park Avenue. The intersection could then be monitored to determine if 
the measure has been effective, if additional measures are needed, or if a crossing guard should 
still be considered.   
 
Recommendation: 

• Maintain crossing guard, install additional safety measures, and monitor Oak Ave/Park Ave, 
Oak Ave/Lathrop Ave, and Oak Ave/Jackson Ave 

• Relocate crossing guard at Division/Lathrop to Division/Ashland, install additional safety 
measures at Division/Lathrop, and monitor 

• Install additional safety measures and monitor Hawthorne Ave/Franklin Ave, Hawthorne 
Ave/Ashland Ave, Central Ave/Franklin Ave, Central Ave/Ashland Ave 

• Install all-way stop control on east leg of Park Ave/Greenfield St and monitor 
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Two-Way Stop Controlled Intersections 
Crossing guards are also located at two-way stop-controlled intersections near Lincoln Elementary 
School (Lake Street/Park Avenue, Lake Street/Franklin Avenue, Oak Avenue/Franklin Avenue), 
Willard Elementary School (Division Street/Franklin Avenue), Roosevelt Middle School (Chicago 
Street/Jackson Avenue, Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue), and St. Luke Parish School (Lake 
Street/Ashland Avenue). All intersections are at the corners of school sites with the exception of 
the Oak/Ashland intersection. Two-way stop-controlled intersections are the most critical for use 
of crossing guards as they assist students across the uncontrolled intersection approaches.  

Red Retroreflective Sign Post Inserts LED-Enhanced Stop Signs 

Raised Intersections Convex Safety Mirrors 

LED Underpass Lighting 
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Ideally there would be all-way stop control (or traffic signal control) at the intersections on all four 
corners of the block surrounding a primary school. However, there are instances where the needs 
of the motoring public must be balanced with the needs of pedestrians, particularly along arterial 
streets like Lake Street that serve as primary vehicular travelways through the Village where 
vehicular flow is controlled with traffic signals. There are also locations in close proximity to 
traffic-signal controlled intersections where traffic stacking at an all-way stop controlled 
intersection could impede traffic movements through the signalized locations, such as the Division 
Street/Chicago Avenue intersection.  
 
Streets of lower functional classification typically traverse residential neighborhoods, such as 
Division Street (collector street) and Oak Avenue, Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue (all local 
streets). The intersection traffic controls on these lower volume streets can be modified around 
school sites to balance traffic efficiency and pedestrian safety.   
 
The current two-way stop control is recommended to be converted to all-way stop control at the 
Oak Avenue/Franklin Avenue intersection, located at the northeast corner of the block surrounding 
Lincoln Elementary School, and at the intersection of Division Street/Franklin Avenue, at the 
southwest corner of the block surrounding Willard Elementary School. 
 
Based on the distance from Willard Elementary School, consideration should be given to 
relocating the crossing guard at the Division Street/Lathrop Avenue intersection to the Division 
Street/Ashland Avenue intersection. Other measures could be implemented at Division 
Street/Lathrop Avenue to maintain safety for student crossings, as noted previously.  
 
Based on the distance from Willard Elementary School and Roosevelt Middle School, 
consideration should also be given to removing the crossing guard at the Oak Avenue/Ashland 
Avenue intersection and installing other measures to discourage student crossings of Oak Avenue 
at this location, maintain adequate sight lines, and calm traffic flows from St. Luke Parish School. 
The intersection could then be monitored to determine if the measures have been effective, if 
additional measures are needed, or if the guards should be redeployed. Measures could include: 

• Removing the high-visibility crosswalks across the uncontrolled Oak Avenue approaches 
• Installing high-visibility crosswalks on the stop-controlled Ashland Avenue approaches 
• Posting of signs prohibiting stopping, standing, parking within 20 feet of the intersection  
• Installing signage reinforcing the Oak Avenue crossing location at Lathrop Avenue or Franklin 

Avenue where crossing guards are stationed  
• Using In-Street School Crossing signs on the Ashland Avenue crosswalks 
• Installing flashing LED lighting around the stop sign frames and Do Not Enter signs (on timers 

during school hours) 
• Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts  
 
Recommendation: 

• Maintain crossing guard at Lake St/Park Ave, Lake St/Franklin Ave, Lake Street/Ashland Ave, 
and Chicago Ave/Jackson Ave 
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• Maintain crossing guard and install all-way stop control at Oak Ave/Franklin Ave and 
Division St/Franklin Ave  

• Remove crossing guard at Oak Avenue/Ashland Avenue and install and monitor other safety 
measures to discourage crossings of Oak Avenue at Ashland 

• Relocate crossing guard from Division/Lathrop to Division/Ashland 

Roosevelt Middle School Driveway Intersections 
Crossing guards are also located at both Roosevelt Middle School access driveways on Lathrop 
Avenue. These are additional locations where other measures could be installed to increase 
pedestrian safety and motorist awareness in place of the crossing guards. Again, the driveways 
could then be monitored to determine if the measures have been effective, if additional measures 
are needed, or if the crossing guards should be redeployed. The measure could include: 

• Installing high-visibility crosswalks across the driveway aprons on Lathrop Avenue  
• Using In-Street School Crossing signs on the driveways 
• Installing stop signs that feature flashing LED lighting around the frame on the driveway exits 
• Installing red retroreflective panels within the stop sign posts  

Recommendation: 
• Remove crossing guard at Roosevelt Middle School driveways and install and monitor other 

safety measures 

Proposed Changes in Crossing Guard Policies 

The crossing guards’ principle objective should be to safely guide students across the street. Where 
possible, traffic should be stopped in sequence with nearby traffic signals such that traffic delays 
at the crossing guards’ intersection are minimized. However, the guards should at no time take on 
the role of a traffic management officer. Several survey responses were received advising that the 
crossing guards were significantly and unnecessarily delaying traffic movements, particularly 
along Lake Street. 

Observations of Crossing Guard Activity  

Field observations conducted by KLOA along Lake Street during the weekday peak hours of 
school traffic activity indicated that traffic congestion from the school crossings exists for the 
following reasons: 

• Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards at Park Avenue and Franklin Avenue do not stop 
traffic on Lake Street for pedestrian crossings in concert with each other, causing concurrent 
traffic queues on Lake Street between the two intersections. 

• Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards do not stop traffic on Lake Street for pedestrian 
crossings in concert with the St. Luke Parish crossing guard at Ashland Avenue, causing 
Lake Street traffic queues between Franklin Avenue and Ashland Avenue. 
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• St. Luke Parish crossing guard at Ashland Avenue at times stops traffic on Lake Street for 
pedestrian crossings when Lake Street receives the green indication at the Lathrop Avenue 
traffic signal causing Lake Street traffic queues that extend back to the Lathrop intersection. 

• St. Luke Parish crossing guard at Ashland Avenue also stops traffic on Lake Street to allow 
northbound vehicles on Ashland Avenue to turn left onto Lake Street or continue north on 
Ashland Avenue, and eastbound vehicles on Lake Street to turn left onto Ashland Avenue.  

• School-related traffic queues extended along Lake Street from Park Avenue through Lathrop 
Avenue and along southbound Lathrop Avenue between Oak Avenue and Hawthorne Avenue.   

 
Based on the above observations, the following policies are recommended for school crossing 
guards to better balance pedestrian safety and traffic flow. The guards should receive periodic 
training to reinforce these policies.  

Recommended Crossing Guard Policies  

1. Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards on Lake Street at Park Avenue and Franklin 
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Lake Street for pedestrian 
crossings.  

2. Lincoln Elementary School crossing guards on Oak Avenue at Park Avenue and Franklin 
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Oak for pedestrian crossings. 

3. Roosevelt Middle School crossing guards on Oak Avenue at Lathrop Avenue and Jackson 
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Oak Avenue for pedestrian 
crossings. 

4. Roosevelt Middle School crossing guards on Chicago Avenue at Jackson Avenue should 
coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Chicago Avenue with the north/south green 
phase at the Chicago Avenue/Lathrop Avenue intersection. 

5. Willard Elementary School crossing guards on Division Street at Franklin Avenue and Ashland 
Avenue should coordinate the times in which traffic is stopped on Division Street for 
pedestrian crossings.  

6. St. Luke Parish crossing guard on Lake Street at Ashland Avenue should coordinate the times 
that traffic is stopped on Lake Street with the north/south green phase at the Lake 
Street/Lathrop Avenue intersection. 

7. Grace Lutheran School crossing guard on Division Street at Bonnie Brae should coordinate 
the times that traffic is stopped on Division Street with the north/south green phase at the 
Division Street/Harlem Avenue intersection. 

8. Crossing guards should assist students across the street regardless of which school they attend. 
9. Crossing guards should extend across the street centerline, at a minimum, while assisting 

students across the street.  
10. Crossing guards should at no time direct traffic movements within the street. 
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6. Conclusions 
 
 
This Safe Walking Routes to School (SWRTS) study has included an exhibit for each of the private 
and parochial primary schools in River Forest, and the River Forest Community Center, that can 
be used as a guide by students, parents and guardians to travel to school and the Community Center 
by the safest paths possible. Each exhibit provides a street map showing the recommended walking 
routes to the respective school or RFCC, which can be posted on the websites of the Village, RFCC 
and subject schools, displayed at the schools and RFCC, and incorporated into the parent/student 
handbooks. 
 
Further, this study has identified several measures that can be implemented by the Village of River 
Forest to enhance safety at the street crossings along the school walking routes, including traffic 
control modifications, crosswalk marking installations, and pedestrian crossing signage. Many of 
these improvements address responses received from the survey. 
 
This study has recommended two new locations for the posting of a crossing guard. One at Lake 
Street/Lathrop Avenue adjacent to the southeast corner of St. Luke Parish School for the same 
reasons as the guards currently posted at the other signalized intersections adjoining school blocks 
(road width, traffic volume and speeds). The other at Division Street/Ashland Avenue at the 
southeast corner of the Willard Elementary School block.   
 
This study has also identified three locations were crossing guards could be removed in place of 
other alternatives to address student safety. One location is on Oak Avenue at Ashland Avenue 
where there are no recommended walking routes that cross Oak Avenue at this location. Another 
location is at Division Street/Lathrop Avenue, where the crossing guard would be relocated to 
Division Street/Ashland Avenue, closer to Willard Elementary School. The third location is at the 
Roosevelt Middle School access driveways off Lathrop Avenue. At all three locations, the 
recommended measures should be monitored to determine if they have been effective, if additional 
measures are needed, or if the crossing guards should be redeployed.  
 
Lastly, policies have been recommended for school crossing guards to follow to better balance 
pedestrian safety and traffic flow. 
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Appendix 
 

SWRTS Exhibits 
Lincoln Elementary School 
Willard Elementary School 

Roosevelt Middle School 
Grace Lutheran School 
St. Luke Parish School 

St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic School 
River Forest Community Center 

Recommended Street Improvements 
Resident/Parent Survey 
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Q2 If not a guardian of a student in a school in River Forest, please feel
free to provide any general comments on the safety of walking routes to

the schools, then please skip to question 10.
Answered: 51 Skipped: 261

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Since the bump outs on Lake steeet were configured many car owners avoid Lake street and use
Oak street as an alternative. Much more car teaffic going at high speeds

5/22/2018 7:02 AM

2 #1 problem: drivers drive too fast everywhere in RF. #2 problem: cell phone and texting in school
zones.

5/19/2018 6:16 PM

3 My kids walk and ride their bikes from Linden and Park to Lincoln and Roosevelt everyday.
Hawthorne is very dangerous and cars are going over the speed limit and not fully stopping at the
stop sign. The same is true on Central and Franklin Ave. The Village should install speed cameras
that monitor during school hours, and mimic the city of Chicago’s speed cameras by schools.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

4 Thatcher crossing on Oak St is not pedestrian or bike friendly. There are lots of pedestrians and
cyclists, including lots of kids, that cross that intersection to go to school or visit the forest
preserve. Would be great to have a yellow light that could be activated by pedestrians as needed
when crossing Thatcher.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

5 This issue is not applicable to me. 5/15/2018 11:25 AM

6 I believe that students and parents are unlikely to walk any route other than what is most
convenient or pleasant and I doubt this new map will have an impact.

5/14/2018 8:42 PM

7 I'm concerned about inattentive drivers hitting our child when he walks and/or rides his bike to
school.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

8 parent 5/11/2018 9:39 AM

9 I think it would be great to have the flashing stop signs in more areas close to schools. I feel like
you have to be very cautious even at 4 way stops. Some 4 way crosses don’t have any stop signs
which is very unsafe

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

10 the intersection of washington and vine is not safe, needs a stop sign 5/10/2018 8:35 PM

11 Cars drive too fast and people are on their phones. There are unprotected intersections where a
child can easily get hit if a car isn't paying attention.

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

12 I wish there was a crossing guard at Lake and Lathrop. 5/10/2018 10:11 AM

13 A mapped route available at Schools and Community Center, Banks and Food Markets would be
nice and informative.

5/10/2018 9:14 AM

14 I would hope that crossing guards have training to alert them to the safety of the children as well as
the safety of the vehicle traffic... the St Luke crossing guards on Lake St don't seem to realize that
they significantly impact the Lake St vehicle traffic and make the situation less safe

5/10/2018 8:18 AM

15 Intersection at Franklin and Lake needs to be a 4-way stop. Intersections around the 800 blocks
that have no stop sign in any direction are dangerous.

5/9/2018 7:38 PM

16 The turns from Franklin on to Lake st. need to be right turn only. 5/9/2018 6:38 PM

17 N/a 5/9/2018 6:00 PM

18 The biggest danger in River Forest are parent drivers who are in a hurry to get their kids to school.
Those students that walk need to make sure they not only stop at the corner but wait to cross the
street if there is a car coming, even if there is a stop sign!

5/9/2018 5:06 PM

19 Still trying to figure that out, but always walk in groups. 5/9/2018 4:47 PM

20 My children, when they attended Lincoln and Roosevelt walked to school each day. I had them
walk on Lake Street because that's where the crossing guards were but there was not one at Lake
and Lathrop. I walked my children to and from school every day because I was concerned about
their safety. Once they were in Roosevelt, they were down the street so I let them walk alone.

5/9/2018 4:14 PM
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21 I believe there should be someone to help cross the children at Franklin Ave between Central and
Hawthorne Ave

5/9/2018 3:38 PM

22 There are many intersections w no stop signs at all. If cars are not familiar w River Forest, they
speed right through causing potential danger to any walkers in the vicinity

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

23 Crossing all uncontrolled intersections is very dangerous for all students on bikes and walking. I
have seen many near misses.

5/9/2018 2:49 PM

24 I am a guardian. 5/9/2018 2:43 PM

25 I would love to encourage students to only use controlled intersections when they are walking. As
a side note, I think that it's still shocking that the village has uncontrolled intersections at all. It
would slow down drivers and also ensure that every intersection is safer.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

26 Very busy traffic on Lake Street at any of the crossing from South to North. Impatient and
dangerous behavior of drivers.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

27 I have concerns about crossing Thatcher at Oak Street. I think there should be a pedestrian
crossing with flashing lights.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

28 We live south of train. Crossing Washington is hazardous, mostly due to cross town (non-resident)
traffic. Speeding and disregard to crosswalks are the major issues.

5/9/2018 2:19 PM

29 There is not enough police present during the commute to and from school. Traffic speeds right by
our kids

5/9/2018 2:09 PM

30 NA 5/9/2018 2:07 PM

31 Generally good but the intersection of Division and Lathrop is troublesome. 5/9/2018 2:05 PM

32 I live at 319 Keystone and cars zoom by at speeds upwards of 40mph at all times of the day.
Currently there is no stop sign at the intersection of Keystone and Hawthorne so it enhances
people’s ability to speed and not stop or pause for pedestrians. There are a number of children
who take this route to Lincoln Elementary school both walk and bike and it is my fear that someone
willl get hit.

5/9/2018 1:23 PM

33 Corner of Keystone and Hawthorne needs a stop sign. 5/9/2018 12:08 PM

34 My last child just graduated and had 2 attend over the years. Our home is central to all schools. My
thoughts are the current routes are safe. Creating new routes in no way guarantees students will
use them. Start ticketing all the parents dropping off students who continue to roll through stop
signs and talk on phones.

5/9/2018 9:15 AM

35 We need a stop sign at Hawthorne and Keystone. Cars are always rolling through and I have a
young child just getting ready to start walking on her own. I don't feel that she is completely safe
with the heavy traffic that we have on Keystone and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 8:38 AM

36 In general students should only cross at designated crosswalks and stoplights. There are too
many intersections with no stop signs or signals in either direction

5/8/2018 10:09 PM

37 Many east-west streets in the village have become difficult to cross during rush hour - Chicago,
Lake, Augusta, Division, etc.

5/8/2018 7:08 PM

38 Students cross Thatcher at Oak Ave. on their way primarily to Roosevelt (sometimes to Lincoln as
well) this is a busy intersection for both students and others and there is no cross walk It's a
dangerous corner for crossing on foot at times (cars often are going over the 25mph speed limit on
Thatcher).

5/8/2018 9:51 AM

39 2-year old and 4-year old who walk to playgrounds daily 5/8/2018 6:25 AM

40 I would think that if a student stayed off of Harlem avenue or the alley behind it, any route in RF
should be safe.

5/7/2018 11:28 PM

41 Na 5/7/2018 10:46 PM

42 Our children only recently graduated from the RF school system. We asked them to only cross the
busiest streets where there were stop signs or lights. And, told them to think of everyone driving a
car as an idiot, i.e. they were responsible for keeping themselves safe not the driver of the car.

5/7/2018 8:48 PM

43 I am a parent of a preschooler and live very close to Lincoln, St.Lukes, and Roosevelt. I find it very
unsafe that there are no stop signs along Oak so close to both schools. I know that new crosswalk
signs were put up, but there’s no reason not to have a stop sign to slow down traffic.

5/7/2018 6:22 PM

44 Need crosding guard/stop digns at Franklin and Oak 5/7/2018 5:39 PM

45 The crossing at Park and Greenfield is very dangerous, with students from Dominican University
speeding down Park.

5/7/2018 5:04 PM

3 / 60

Safe Walking Routes to School and Bicycle Master Plan Study



46 I think there are some intersections that are a bit dangerous due to cars not fully coming to a stop
and several that have no signals (no yield or stop signs) in any direction, that should have
something posted.

5/7/2018 4:32 PM

47 Drivers drive very fast and speed through stop signs in all parts of the villages including where
children walk to school.

5/7/2018 3:48 PM

48 There needs to be clear choice of the safest way to school 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

49 I have a four year old who will attend Lincoln eventually. As well as a one year old. We do walk to
Lincoln from our house for sports practice. And I also ride my bike everywhere with both of them in
a burley attached to my bike.

5/5/2018 9:10 AM

50 The traffic light at Franklin and Washington is way too short for people trying to cross Washington. 5/5/2018 8:29 AM

51 Crosswalks need to be marked so students from the west side of River Forest can safely cross
Thatcher Ave and other busy streets.

5/4/2018 11:38 PM
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34.51% 88

40.78% 104

52.55% 134

0.78% 2

1.18% 3

4.31% 11

1.18% 3

1.18% 3

6.27% 16

Q3 If you are a student guardian, which school(s) do they attend? (Check
all that apply)

Answered: 255 Skipped: 57

Total Respondents: 255  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Concordia preschool 5/19/2018 12:20 PM

2 Concordia ECEC 5/18/2018 5:06 PM

3 Concordia University Early Childhood Development Center 5/11/2018 9:50 AM

4 Glasser Preschool 5/10/2018 9:28 AM

Willard
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Lincoln
Elementary...

Roosevelt
Middle School

St. Vincent
Ferrer Catho...

Grace Lutheran
School

St. Luke
Parish School

Trinity High
School

Keystone
Montessori...

Other (please
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
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St. Luke Parish School
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Keystone Montessori School

Other (please specify)
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5 Lincoln and Roosevelt 5/10/2018 8:03 AM

6 OPRFHS 5/9/2018 9:38 PM

7 Concordia for full day kindergarten 5/9/2018 4:16 PM

8 St Giles Dominican 5/9/2018 3:10 PM

9 And OPRF (not sure why this school isn’t included. Our children and tax payer dollars go OPRF) 5/9/2018 2:36 PM

10 and pre-K at Concordia 5/9/2018 2:20 PM

11 River Forest Community Center 5/9/2018 1:23 PM

12 Oprf 5/9/2018 8:47 AM

13 RIver Forest Community Center 5/7/2018 10:23 PM

14 Oprf 5/7/2018 9:28 PM

15 Oak Park River Forest Highschool (even though not in RF kids still need to commute there!) 5/7/2018 4:20 PM

16 Mosaic Montessori Academy 5/7/2018 2:50 PM
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3.45% 9

68.20% 178

81.61% 213

50.96% 133

1.53% 4

1.92% 5

3.45% 9

Q4 How does your student normally travel to and from school? (Check all
that apply)

Answered: 261 Skipped: 51

Total Respondents: 261  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 I would like my children to bike, but I’m worried that it isn’t safe. 5/10/2018 10:11 AM

2 Drop off 5/10/2018 8:03 AM

3 Scooter, rollerblade 5/9/2018 7:52 PM

4 Drive 5/9/2018 7:38 PM

5 We would prefer to bike to school (1 mile away is a long walk for little legs) if the District 90 policy
did not strongly discourage younger grade students from biking.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

6 After school goes to RFCC via bus 5/9/2018 4:16 PM

7 dropped off by parent - picked up by aftercare bus 5/9/2018 2:07 PM

8 Oprf gets a ride 5/9/2018 8:47 AM

9 Scooter 5/7/2018 2:50 PM

School Bus

Drop-off/Pick-u
p by Car

Walk

Bike

CTA Bus

Not Applicable

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

School Bus

Drop-off/Pick-up by Car

Walk

Bike

CTA Bus

Not Applicable

Other (please specify)
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Q5 If you drive to/from school, are there any traffic conflicts or safety
issues that you experience along the way? (please specify by location)

Answered: 185 Skipped: 127

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Frustrated drivers who get caught in the rush and then speed off after the stop sign at Lathrop and
Oak.

5/19/2018 6:16 PM

2 Drop off lane on Franklin side is a disaster, buses park in the parent drop off lane 5/19/2018 1:07 PM

3 Washington Blvd at Park is a terrible intersection. Cars drive extremely fast from Keystone to
franklin. Park Ave has become thru from Madison to Washington Blvd with many fast drivers.
Crossing lake street at any interaction is always difficult at drop off and pick up tones due to traffic.
My kids walk because of many blind spots along viaducts

5/19/2018 12:31 PM

4 Making a left turn from Lake to Lincoln school 5/19/2018 12:20 PM

5 We typically don’t drive. My only concern is underpass on Franklin. People heading from west
don’t look for kids that are heading north from south RF.

5/18/2018 7:17 PM

6 Some traffics congestion outside Willard but nothing major 5/18/2018 5:06 PM

7 I don’t drive because it is faster to walk. 5/18/2018 3:50 PM

8 The Willard and Roosevelt pickups/dropoffs are congested messes. Willard in particular has
declined over the years, and was much better when Ms. Brownlow policed it. There needs to be
some authority present at Willard - it doesn't need to be each and every day at all locations - but
having someone out there regularly would be a great deterrent.

5/17/2018 5:20 PM

9 The new one way street arrangement around Jackson and Oak is really crazy. As is the lack of
short-term parking options for pick-up and drop-off.

5/17/2018 2:46 PM

10 crazy/speeding on Lathrop between Augusta and Division. 5/16/2018 10:44 AM

11 The backup on Ashland especially at pickup is annoying and could be improved. 5/16/2018 8:59 AM

12 Ashland and Oak. The crossing guard is horrible and doesn’t not seem to understand how to
manage traffic. Intersection needs a 4 way stop sign !!! There is too much traffic and too many
students walking for this intersection not to have a stop sign. Not safe for our kids !!!

5/15/2018 8:02 PM

13 Iowa no stop signs at Jackson Speed of cars around schools No street markings Need greater
police presence to enforce parking restrictions

5/15/2018 6:08 PM

14 Confusion at Ashland/Oak re: one-way during school hours. Occasionally cars disregard one way
which causes confusion for walkers. Intersection of Oak/Lathrop is challenging for walkers in
general as cars do not generally give walkers right of way. Drivers please put your phones down.

5/15/2018 3:00 PM

15 Long waits to cross Thatcher on Oak St. 5/15/2018 2:18 PM

16 I drive to and from the Metra via Lake street. I notice cars going around cars waiting to make a left
turn onto Park every day of the week. the new curbs are not helping. Someone will get hit.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

17 People frequently let their children out of the car at the 4 way intersection of Lathrop and the road
one block south of Chicago. Also, the intersections near the viaduct (Lathrop and North Blvd) are
sometimes confusing for our child to determine if it's his turn to cross the street. He's not certain
who has the right-of-way.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

18 Crossing Division without Stop Sign at Franklin or Ashland. 5/14/2018 7:40 PM

19 no 5/14/2018 10:26 AM

20 Main issue is the traffic on Lake street if you are traveling from south River Forest. It is impossible
to turn left or even cross the street going straight at Park so I usually take a route where I am only
making right turns onto Lake.

5/14/2018 9:14 AM

21 crossing at lathrop and oak. Trying to turn left or go straight across at Lake and Franklin 5/13/2018 6:42 PM

22 Congestion 5/11/2018 9:50 AM

23 parents dont stop at stop signs or crosswalks parents block driveways 5/11/2018 9:39 AM
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24 Since my child is a kindergartener, parking and walking him inside is always like a game of frogger
in the morning. I feel the crossing guards do their best to control traffic.

5/11/2018 8:09 AM

25 We usually walk. They have to cross over division. I also think the exit off of Ashland and Division
is dangerous with no stop sign or even someone temporarily allowing cars off the street.

5/11/2018 6:20 AM

26 Lake Street in the morning rush-hour can be challenging traffic 5/10/2018 8:42 PM

27 no 5/10/2018 8:35 PM

28 Lots of traffic at all times, of all types. Also, inconsiderate rushed parents dropping off/picking up
kids who don't seem to believe that the rules apply to them.

5/10/2018 7:54 PM

29 no 5/10/2018 4:54 PM

30 Visibly from vehicles when turning on Lake and Franklin intersection with stopping traffic and
students crossing.

5/10/2018 4:32 PM

31 Keystone and Hawthorne - there is no stop signs, thus cars do not come to a complete stop
Keystone and Linden - There is no stop sign on Keystone, cars speed down Keystone between
Washington and Hawthorne in an effort to park and catch the train.

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

32 N/A 5/10/2018 3:14 PM

33 I feel that there should be a also be crossing guard at the intersection of Division and Ashland.
People in cars are in such a hurry that they don't always stop for walking/biking students or are not
observant of walking/biking children.

5/10/2018 12:46 PM

34 Greenfield & Park is a dangerous intersection. 5/10/2018 11:54 AM

35 Transporting my kids to school and dropping them off has become safer since installation of traffic
guards at intersections of Park and Oak and Franklin and Oak. The crossing guards that come out
in the very middle of the intersection (such as Lathrop and Oak) provide the safest crossing for our
kids and for drivers to be forced to stop while kids are crossing. This makes it very clear to the kids
and drivers that all cars are stopped and no one will get hit.

5/10/2018 11:48 AM

36 Cars not stopping fully at stop signs, or giving right of way to walkers and bikers, especially along
Hawthorne avenue and Keystone (to travel under bridge) and at Franklin. Cars seem to be using
Hawthorne to bypass traffic elsewhere and are often in a hurry, not careful around kids.
Intersection at Washington & Keystone only slightly better. Note - kids on Gale Avenue south of
Washington all travel to Keystone to cross at stop sign b/c it is very difficult and unsafe to cross
Washington at Gale Avenue. Cars speed between Thatcher and Keystone stops often bypassing
one another to get ahead. Very unsafe for kids to be crossing here.

5/10/2018 10:51 AM

37 People drive too fast at Willard once their kids are dropped off. I also think the Park/Division stop
sign is a bit of a mess with Dominican students that are trying to get to class quickly, commuters,
and parents trying to get their kids to school on time.

5/10/2018 10:40 AM

38 I wish that the crossing guards could balance car and pedestrians - letting cars go through in a
group, then pedestrians in a group- 7:50-8:15 is so busy for all of us!

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

39 vehicle back up at Lake / Lathrop and Lake / Ashland 5/10/2018 9:53 AM

40 Kids on bikes too far into street on Oak. New signs on Oak are helping. Crossing guards need to
be more visible and move further into street to cross kids.

5/10/2018 9:43 AM

41 St Vincent students are crossing in the middle of the street to get to cars parked on the south side
of LeMoyne.

5/10/2018 9:14 AM

42 We live just south of the train tracks. Getting across Lake St. is very challenging in the morning. 5/10/2018 8:56 AM

43 The intersections at Oak/Lathrop, Oak/Ashland, Oak/Franklin & Oak/Park are safety concerns due
to heavy traffic, frustrated motorists and children walking to school. The temporary crossing guards
have been an excellent solution.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

44 No 5/10/2018 8:29 AM

45 Lake street is generally a disaster during school times 5/10/2018 8:03 AM

46 Park and Lake, difficulty crossing Lake to car drop off location. Crossing guard occasionally helps
Oak and Lathrop, backs up with cars dropping off kids

5/10/2018 7:11 AM

47 congestion and confusion at Lathrop and Oak 5/10/2018 7:05 AM

48 Back up at Lake and Lathrop—Cars blocking intersection and running lights 5/10/2018 6:51 AM

49 Harlem and Chicago. busy and unsafe. Cars don't stop well. Lathrop and Jackson. Conjested 5/10/2018 6:47 AM

50 no, just the usual traffic 5/9/2018 11:45 PM
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51 Crossing two very busy streets, one with no crossing guard. We lived block away from
intersections with stop signs but sometimes cars don’t stop for pedestrians or only stop briefly or
with a rolling stop so they are still a concern for children walking to school.

5/9/2018 11:08 PM

52 No 5/9/2018 10:45 PM

53 Cars speeding in school zones on Lake and Park by Lincoln 5/9/2018 10:39 PM

54 there are too many cars on the road and 8am and 3pm. More kids should be walking or biking!
Less cars make River Forest safer for kids and commuters. The intersection of Lathrop and
Greenfield is especially harrowing at 8am and 3pm.

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

55 cars parked on Oak near schools narrow the road, making it more dangerous for bicyclists in the
road and other cars under way

5/9/2018 10:34 PM

56 Monroe & Oak has lots of traffic and left turning cars (northboard on Monroe turning left toward
Roosevelt) while kids crossing the street.

5/9/2018 10:22 PM

57 4 way stop signs are needed at Gale and Washington, and Gale and Vine. These are along
walking and bike routes with significant numbers of children and other pedestrians who live in the
immediate area, and cars often do not stop or even slow down for pedestrians. This is particularly
so for cars that appear to be traveling into and out of River Forest along Washington or cars
traveling toward Madison. Adding stop signs would significantly increase safety for pedestrians
with neglible if any impact on traffic flow. There is no reason for cars to be zipping through these
pedestrian areas in this fashion.

5/9/2018 10:17 PM

58 Heavy traffic. Some crossing guards are better than others at managing traffic. 5/9/2018 9:38 PM

59 No 5/9/2018 9:32 PM

60 Corner of Washington and Gale - very hard to cross by foot or by car. Need a 4 way stop sign!
Corner of Vine and Gale - cars fly down and don’t stop. Need stop or yield sign

5/9/2018 9:31 PM

61 Cars roll through stop signs at August/Lathrop and Augusta/Monroe 5/9/2018 8:28 PM

62 Yes. There are pedestrians walking randomly and drivers need to be very careful making sure no
one is crossing at three intersection of Keystone and Hawthorne Ave.

5/9/2018 7:52 PM

63 See traffic concerns listed above 5/9/2018 7:38 PM

64 Traffic backs up often on Lake Street between Keystone/Forest, all the way to Lathrop. Lots of
kids, lots of cars, lots of pedestrians, and lots of bikes. Concerned about the speed limit on Lake
Street being 30 mph vs. Chicago (for example) where it is only 25 mph.

5/9/2018 7:19 PM

65 Speedy drivers on Franklin at school drop off 5/9/2018 7:14 PM

66 The only conflict I ever run into is in the drop off/pick up line at Willard. In the morning, parents will
weave in and out of the pylons making the line, if they don’t want to wait. I feel it’s dangerous.

5/9/2018 7:14 PM

67 None other than the Chicago and Jackson intersection where there is congestion to make the turn
on to Jackson

5/9/2018 7:00 PM

68 Lake street & Lathrop Street congestion, the lack of most RF drivers to obey stop signs. 5/9/2018 6:55 PM

69 Bad traffic from Lathrop to Park and Iowa to Washington. 5/9/2018 6:41 PM

70 I do not drive to school but others that do and are making left hand turns from Franklin on to Lake
street, make it very dangerous for kids crossing the street.

5/9/2018 6:38 PM

71 Lake street between Lathrop and park is a nightmare to drive on 5/9/2018 6:25 PM

72 Franklin and oak 5/9/2018 6:21 PM

73 When there is inclement weather i.e rain / snow I drive my children and the traffic is really bad
we’re on busy street (Lake) with 3 schools in a 4 block radius.

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

74 It is difficult to cross at Oak and Franklin since it’s a two way stop sign as opposed to a four way.
People are usually driving quickly and then students walk in gaps

5/9/2018 6:00 PM

75 At the intersection of Berkshire and Monroe there's no stop or yield sign. Cars driving from Trinity
eastbound on Berkshire zoom through that intersection without stopping either taking a hard right
or zipping straight through.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

76 Traffic where parents drop off kids in front of Trinity in the morning (on Lathrop). Would benefit
from curb cut in front of school.

5/9/2018 5:47 PM
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77 Congestion and traffic flow/rules at the school. Improved slightly with one way and drop off lane at
Lincoln, however the back up of traffic on Lake to allow for turns etc makes driving cumbersome.
We choose to drive only if really necessary b/c it takes so much time to navigate drop off. Almost
faster to walk. Also feel as a driver it's unsafe unless I have direct eye contact with the crossing
guards, so we understand each other's intentions and pedestrians right of way.

5/9/2018 4:51 PM

78 No, usually take Lathrop all the way up to the school. 5/9/2018 4:47 PM

79 cars that are not going to RMS and that are heading eastbound on Chicago Ave. in the morning go
way too fast

5/9/2018 4:45 PM

80 No 5/9/2018 4:45 PM

81 Park and Lake is VERY busy in the morning. I usually cross Lake heading northbound on Park and
in the morning sometimes you have to wait a long time for cars and students or try and take a risk.
This is dangerous.

5/9/2018 4:22 PM

82 There are many points where traffic is slowed or stopped near schools, to allow students to cross.
Lathrop & Lake is particularly slow due to the traffic light and school intersection.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

83 Central and Franklin. Very very poor visibility for anyone coming out from under the viaduct. You
really can't see them. Not a safe crossing. Commuter traffic is less problematic. Oak at Franklin is
crazy. Can't decide when to turn. Oak needs a stop sign there. Oak at Ashland is a little crazy with
traffic from drop off at St. Lukes plus people coming from Roosevelt and going to Lincoln and
pedestrians. Lathrop and Oak--the problem with this intersection is the crossing guard is really
pretty lousy. No one knows what's going on. I've avoided it entirely this year its so bad. No one has
a stop sign at the corner of William and Iowa. Fastest car wins. No stop sign at corner of Ashland
and Vine (and no one acknowledges the yield).

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

84 Congestion on Lake Street trying to get to Park Avenue. Also, Roosevelt is a mess always! 5/9/2018 4:14 PM

85 A lot of cars going beyond the school zone limit by Grace Lutheran School and Concordia Univ.
Several accidents on corner of Division and Bonnie Brae.

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

86 All along Washington Blvd & @ Keystone & Lake cars do not yield to pedestrians like the law
states. Oak Ave btwn park and Lathrop is VERY congested. Kids on bikes and cars have had
close calls

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

87 Intersection of Iowa and William (unmarked) 5/9/2018 3:58 PM

88 Before crossing gaurds, no one stops! They drive too fast also. Oak & park 5/9/2018 3:53 PM

89 Congestion; crossing guards that do not know how to properly direct pedestrians and traffic
(especially at Oak and Lathrop and Lake and Park); cars driving to fast, particularly those using RF
as a through way.

5/9/2018 3:52 PM

90 No 5/9/2018 3:50 PM

91 The crossing gaurd needs to let cars cross across Lake on Park as well as children. Otherwise
cars take risky moves to get across and get to school on time.

5/9/2018 3:40 PM

92 Driving at Park Ave and Lake St is hard to get across. A flashing stop sign would be nice during
school hours.

5/9/2018 3:38 PM

93 Lake/Park, Lake/Forest, Lake/Ashland, Lathrop/Oak 5/9/2018 3:29 PM

94 Speeding speeding and speeding and lack of proper signage in RF. 5/9/2018 3:10 PM

95 The street crossing on Division is hazardous whether walking, biking, or in a car. Also, the
intersections w no stop sign at all, for example, Ashland & Thomas - I stop completely at these
locations because so many cars speed through. When I stop, people almost ram into me with their
cars bc they either choose to not stop or are unaware that traffic doesn’t stop in both directions.

5/9/2018 3:04 PM

96 People driving on the wrong side of the street. This has occurred twice in the last two weeks. 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

97 People not stopping at stop signs Park and Chicago 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

98 Yes , Ashland and central / Hawthorne, Franklin and central / Hawthorne , park and central /
hawthorne

5/9/2018 3:01 PM
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99 At the corner of Oak and Ashland there are cars temporarily parked near the corners of that
intersection to drop off kids who I assume are walking the last block to Roosevelt.These cars make
it hard to see kids crossing Ashland and see cars driving down Oak when you are in a car turning
off of Ashland onto Oak. I also see quite often cars run the stop sign on the south side of Park and
Lake. When a car drives north on Park crossing Lake Street the car directly behind them instead of
coming to a complete stop at the 4 way stop sign and waiting their turn, just drives right through
following the car in front of them so they don't have to stop and wait. I drive west of Lake and I'm
watching for kids, adults, crossing guards and cars. So an extra car shooting through the
intersection when nobody is expecting it is pretty dangerous.

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

100 People driving too fast, rolling through stop signs, not paying attention to crossing guards, crossing
guards not paying attention to students

5/9/2018 2:54 PM

101 Turning south off Greenfield at the intersection of Greenfield and Ashland 5/9/2018 2:53 PM

102 occasionally cars are travelling the wrong way when the street is operating as a one-way 5/9/2018 2:53 PM

103 Traffic by Roosevelt is very difficult to navigate at peak times 5/9/2018 2:51 PM

104 Left turn onto Lake Street from Forest Ave. (we live on Forest and since Park and Franklin are one-
way streets, we are forced to turn left from Forest onto Lake to get to Lincoln and traffic is often
backed up on Lake Street, making it difficult to turn left onto Lake street) I think a four way stop at
Forest and Lake Streets would be beneficial. Same comment about left turn from Lake street onto
Park to drive into the carline. I think a stoplight here to use during drop off time in the morning
would be beneficial.

5/9/2018 2:50 PM

105 lots of traffic at Jackson/Chicago in mornings and afternoons during arrival and dismissal times. 5/9/2018 2:45 PM

106 Drivers not always looking for bikers or walkers. 5/9/2018 2:43 PM

107 On Ashland, near and in front of Willard, some people do not drive safely. 5/9/2018 2:40 PM

108 N/A 5/9/2018 2:39 PM

109 Oak and Ashland needs a crossing guard. There’s a lot kids walking and a lot cars coming from St.
Luke’s. It’s busy.

5/9/2018 2:38 PM

110 Route from our location to Roosevelt encounters a high volume of walkers due to 3 close schools
as well as traffic congestions of vehicles navigating around commuting students

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

111 The worst seem to be the section around the UP tracks on Hawthorne and Central. The sight lines
are bad. Would flashing red stop signs help?

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

112 difficult to turn onto Lake Street, often long back ups on Lathrop 5/9/2018 2:34 PM

113 1. Again, the uncontrolled intersections can get messy around arrival and dismissal times because
the traffic level is so high and people aren't always obeying the traffic rules for uncontrolled
intersections. 2. I would also like it if the crossing guards were more diligent about helping traffic
move by waiting just a bit to let kids cross an intersection in groups. 3. The portable sign at the
intersection of Ashland and Division should specify which lane should be used for people going
straight.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

114 Yes, it’s nearly impossible to cross Lake Street going north on Park or turn left (westbound) onto
Lake Street off of Franklin.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

115 Major traffic and safety issues on Ashland during pick-up and drop off. I think you should not allow
any parking on east side of the street. Makes it too difficult for cars to get through and it also
causes safety concerns as kids get out of their cars on the street side.

5/9/2018 2:32 PM

116 I would love to see a stop sign at the intersection of Lake & Park and Lake & Franklin to help
facilitate people turning

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

117 Lathrop and Lake intersection is often blocked. Southbound Lathrop north of Lake is very slow in
the mornings as is east and west on Lake. Diversion of eastbound and westbound traffic on Lake
north to Chicago or south to Washington would be advisable.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

118 No 5/9/2018 2:30 PM

119 Yes. To avoid traffic going east on Lake Street, we drive east on Central Ave. At each underpass
along the way, there is terrible visibility to spot pedestrians and cyclists. This is especially bad in
the AM during certain seasons when the sun makes visibility even worse. A mirror system like I
have seen in other cities would be a huge improvement.

5/9/2018 2:26 PM

120 There are some intersections to no traffic signs whatsoever, Iowa and Keystone is one example.
Most people do not treat it as a 4 way stop, which it is supposed to be as I'm told by the village.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

121 Just a back up on Oak Street by Roosevelt 5/9/2018 2:23 PM
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122 No 5/9/2018 2:22 PM

123 Yes - there needs to be a crossing guard (at a minimum) on Park Avenue for the Greenfield
crossing. There are commuters and Dominican college students (and parents dropping kids off)
that are all busy driving through this s-curve intersection with only one stop sign. Plus, with any
construction around the area or parked cars, it makes visibility very difficult (especially when
factoring in cars turning). It is a very unsafe intersection for walking to/from school.

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

124 Drop off points on Oak (west of Lathrop) and on Jackson need better guides or lanes. Drivers are
in a hurrry and often reckless.

5/9/2018 2:19 PM

125 no 5/9/2018 2:18 PM

126 Block of Willard on Ashland very congested 5/9/2018 2:17 PM

127 Intersection of Oak and Ashland. There's a crossing guard there now, but it's still a congested
intersection. Also, too many people don't pay attention to the signs and drive south of Oak on
Ashland even though there are two Do Not Enter signs.

5/9/2018 2:16 PM

128 Currently with the closure of the train tracks on 1st, Trying to get on to Lake Street or Thatcher
from Edgewood is difficult.

5/9/2018 2:14 PM

129 The traffic gets very backed up because of the St Luke drop off process. The crossing guards
often stop traffic on Lake for an unreasonably long time.

5/9/2018 2:12 PM

130 The crossing guards at Ashland and Oak and Franklin and Oak are not well trained. I might even
go so far as to say that walkers, bikers and drivers were safer BEFORE the installation of the
guards just after the new year. They give confusing signals to the students and drivers and I have
witnessed near accidents as a result at both intersections.

5/9/2018 2:12 PM

131 It's too busy on Oak Street between Ashland and Lathrop 5/9/2018 2:08 PM

132 Lake street between Lathrop and Park is a dangerous mess of congestion - we avoid it and drive
down Chicago ave whenever possible. Crossing guards on Lake street are not able to stop cars
from pulling into the intersections or racing through yellow lights.

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

133 Yes - intersection of train tracks (Hawthorne/North) and Franklin. Cars don't always stop (and often
time children don't see cars). Also at the intersection of Franklin and Linden. This a 2-way stop -
which many north/south traveling cars don't recognize, as well as pedestrians. A 4-way stop would
be much safer - I live at this intersection and see several near misses (car/car and car/pedestrian)
on a daily basis.

5/9/2018 2:07 PM

134 We pass Lemoyne and Jackson, where St. Vincent's also has their drop off and there is no
crossing guard so it is incredibly congested and people cross the street without paying attention.
Add that to the people coming to the Lathrop / Lemoyne stop sign who just want to pass through
quickly to get to North ave. A mess.

5/9/2018 2:06 PM

135 The crossing guard at Division and Lathrop is poor and not visible. He/she does not command the
crossing at all.

5/9/2018 2:05 PM

136 intersection at agusta and keystone can be dicey. I often see stop sign there disregarded. I live at
the corner of Iowa and Keystone where there is no stop sign; it can also be questionable as drivers
often use it as a shortcut to get to thatcher or Chicago, bypassing stoplight @ thatcher and
Chicago. a stop sign that slowed E/W traffic could be beneficial at this corner.

5/9/2018 1:39 PM

137 Yes cars driving east on hawthorn turning right to go north on keystone don’t stop to let kids cross
at that 3 way intersection .there should be a pedestrian crossing there.

5/9/2018 1:02 PM

138 None 5/9/2018 10:54 AM

139 Lathroo / Chicago route and Oak get backed up because crossing guards wait for a student a
block away and don't apparently receive any training in alternating lanes of traffic.

5/9/2018 9:15 AM

140 Not currently at Lincoln. We usually park on Franklin and walk over 5/9/2018 9:00 AM

141 We walk but I leave for work at 8 (usually walk-in by but occasionally driving)and we cannot get
down franklin because the new crossing doesn’t let the traffic thru. With the former crossing guard
it was never an issue. She needs to accommodate but people and cars

5/9/2018 8:47 AM

142 Heavy traffic on Hawthorne and also on Keystone heading towards Lake Street. Lake street is
always backed up with traffic as well.

5/9/2018 8:38 AM

143 Traffic at Keystone and Hawthorne Traffic on Lake 5/9/2018 7:12 AM
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144 I feel very nervous as a driver (and a walker) goIng through underpasses around Hawthorne. And
we usually travel through the Franklin underpass. Visibility is low in the underpass and due to tall
bushes lining the property at the southeast corner of that intersection. Cars travel quickly along
Hawthorne as sort of a detour and they do not have a lot of time to react due to short sidewalks at
those corners. We have had several “close calls” there.

5/9/2018 6:43 AM

145 Lake is always backed up and car “fly” down Oak. Maybe shut down Oak to cars & use for kids to
walk and ride bikes. May cut down on parents driving kids & kids can use Oak as a safe street to
walk and ride bikes down.

5/9/2018 4:23 AM

146 Ashland & Greenfield by Willard. Chicago & Lathrop Oak & Jackson by Roosevelt 5/9/2018 12:19 AM

147 See first answer. Adults do not slow down or abide by rules of drop off and pick up 5/8/2018 10:09 PM

148 No 5/8/2018 8:52 PM

149 Yes, too many cars on the side streets and it causes a jam. 5/8/2018 7:08 PM

150 Anyplace on Lake. To get around the traffic, I’ve headed west, then crossed Lake on Thatcher or
Keystone and headed east on Chicago to Roosevelt. Now, because of first avenue closure, it is
virtually impossible to get across Lake from the south side of RF. With the nice weather, we have
walked. My child used to ride her bike, it with cars going fifty down Hawthorne and going around
the crossing guards on Lake, I am not comfortable with her riding.

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

151 Congestion on Franklin & Ashland at willard drop off. Turning left on to Franklin from Division is a
nightmare. There should be four way stop signs at each of those intersections: Ashland/Division &
Franklin/Division.

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

152 No. New crossing guards great. 5/8/2018 8:49 AM

153 Cars park and drivers get out to walk the kids to the school while their car is inside the coned lane
at Willard. Leaving other cars dropping off children to cross the line of cones sometimes knocking
them over when they leave. Previous principal used to have someone moving cars along and
telling people they could not park in the drop off lane and leave their cars. No there is nobody.

5/7/2018 10:59 PM

154 Crossing Division on Franklin is not easy. 5/7/2018 10:51 PM

155 Drivers unaware of school zones not looking for walking or coming children, paired with incomplete
stops along Lemoyne between Harlem and Lathrop.

5/7/2018 10:46 PM

156 Augusta and Keystone is super dangerous intersection. Keystone and Chicago is very difficult to
cross. Lake and Keystone is extremely scary to cross. Madison and Gale is difficult to cross due to
speeding traffic.

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

157 The area around Trinity High School is often quite congested as students are picked up and
dropped off at many points and not at a single centralized location.

5/7/2018 10:20 PM

158 Not in recent years. 5/7/2018 9:28 PM

159 Speed and drivers not stopping before the crosswalk. 5/7/2018 9:19 PM

160 When we drove the kids to/from school, the biggest traffic or safety issues we ever experienced
were with parents being self-centered focusing only on their kid(s) and not realizing their self-
centered behavior was putting everyone else's kids at risk. Everyone needs to allow plenty of time
around the schools and stop trying to do too much in too little time. Take a patience pill.

5/7/2018 8:48 PM

161 Yes-the intersection of Park and Greenfield. There is parking along that street which makes it
difficult for children to see when crossing and for cars to see children. Cars exit and enter
Dominican constantly and FLY down Park. It is very unnerving that there is not a marked
crosswalk, some kind of light or sign to catch drivers attention or telling them CAUTION
CHILDREN, or to slow down-a stop sign would be very helpful.

5/7/2018 8:35 PM

162 The intersection at Hawthorne and Franklin. Drivers comstantly roll the stop sign on Hawthorne as
they use it for a cut through town. The bushes on the S/E corner make a blind spot for many
drivers on franklin. Way to many close calls at this intersection.

5/7/2018 7:24 PM

163 Intersection of greenfield and park 5/7/2018 5:40 PM

164 The viaducts going under the tracks at Thatcher and Keystone are difficult spots, and there is a
blind spot on the North side of the tracks at Keystone

5/7/2018 5:38 PM

165 Trying to cross Lake St. between Park and Franklin. Difficult to see oncomong come cars due to
parked cars, speeding cars and aggressive driving.

5/7/2018 5:16 PM

166 Yes I am concerned for the safety of students crossing at Park and Greenfield. 5/7/2018 5:04 PM
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167 Crossing Gale at Vine, Washington Ave, and also the intersection of Hawthorne and Keystone.
Cars often roll thru the stop signs without stopping.

5/7/2018 4:50 PM

168 Traffic is a bit busy on Lemoyne and Lathrop because of St. Vincent Ferrer school 5/7/2018 4:47 PM

169 No 5/7/2018 4:45 PM

170 Crossing guard at Oak and Lathrop doesn’t control traffic well 5/7/2018 3:48 PM

171 Lake st west of lathrop gets very congfested 5/7/2018 3:42 PM

172 too many stop signs on Division Street 5/7/2018 3:06 PM

173 Currently Thatcher Ave north of Lake St is a total mess and hazardous for Mosaic Montessori
students. Street crossings along Oak between Thatcher and Park are also of concern for Lincoln.

5/7/2018 2:50 PM

174 Yes!!! There should be a yield/stop sign on Berkshire Street and Monroe Ave. The traffic coming
from Trinity blows through there and never stops during dismissal.

5/7/2018 2:47 PM

175 I worry about all the intersections that do not have any stop signs. Many people who are just
driving through town (and even some residents) do not realize or do not care that neither street
has a stop and many just speed through (e.g. Iowa, Thomas, etc). I think all the intersections
should have some sort of traffic sign at least at one of the streets. Also, many residents are not
careful enough around pedestrians and are in a rush. Some kids do not look before crossing,
especially on bikes. Perhaps they can be reminded to make eye contact with drivers before
crossing.

5/7/2018 2:33 PM

176 Yes, too many fast drivers that do not stop or roll through the stop signs 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

177 Crossing guards not waiting for a bunch of kids to cross at same time. They let them straggle
across while traffic is held up.

5/7/2018 2:24 PM

178 turning onto lake from edgewood, stoplight at lake and thatcher and turning left onto park 5/7/2018 2:09 PM

179 There is usually a back up near the light at Lathrop and Lake because of crossing at Ashland and
Lake....many non- residents don’t accommodate for this and then block entire intersection

5/7/2018 2:05 PM

180 Lake gets very congested at Ashland, Park, and Franklin. The crossing guards have to become
traffic cops.

5/7/2018 8:00 AM

181 Park ave and Greenfield. Limited visibility for both cars and children. Crossing does not occur on a
true corner.

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

182 The Franklin/Lake and Park/Lake intersections are nightmares with the traffic. 5/4/2018 9:26 PM

183 If I drive to Willard, I find it so dangerous for pedestrians at the corner of Ashland and Division.
There are 2 lanes of cars which can turn left, right or go straight. Drivers are looking for an
opening in traffic, trying to see around the car next to them, and are presumably rushed to get to a
second school or work. It is SO easy to miss seeing a child crossing either on foot or by bike. It is
an accident waiting to happen, to a pedestrian.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

184 TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost?

5/4/2018 5:01 PM

185 Lake street is very busy and backed up by both Lincoln and St. Luke's, so I avoid it as much as
possible.

5/4/2018 4:50 PM
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Q6 If your student(s) bikes to/from school, are there any traffic conflicts or
safety issues that they experience along the way? (please specify by

location)
Answered: 158 Skipped: 154

# RESPONSES DATE

1 My concern is crossing park ave at greenfield. No stop signs on park ave at the 3 way intersection.
Cars belonging to Dominican students are on parked on Park ave and it is difficult to see children
waiting to cross and kids must walk out into the street to look around parked cars to see if safe to
cross. In addition, vehicles travel at a high rate of speed on park.

5/20/2018 7:11 AM

2 Drivers do not yield to pedestrians. Drivers roll or do not stop at stop signs 5/19/2018 6:16 PM

3 Same as noted above. This past week, I witnessed 3 children almost get hit by viaducts 5/19/2018 12:31 PM

4 The cross section at linden dangerous. 5/18/2018 7:17 PM

5 Crossing Augusta and Division are the only significant challenges so they cross at Park and
Franklin respectively with the 4 way stop and crossing guard

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

6 Yes, the viaducts by Central/Hawthorne and Franklin are very dangerous and we have had one
child hit by a car and numerous close calls.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

7 Intersection at corner of Bonnie Brae and Oak has very confusing stop sign layout 5/17/2018 2:46 PM

8 Ashland and Division 5/16/2018 10:44 AM

9 N/A 5/15/2018 8:02 PM

10 Cars drive very fast east/west down Oak Street 5/15/2018 3:00 PM

11 Longs waits to cross Thatcher on Oak St. 5/15/2018 2:18 PM

12 Our son says it's confusing when biking from school because drivers will motion for him to cross
and the crossing guard will tell him to wait. I've noticed there is some inconsistency amongst
crossing guards.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

13 Again, crossing Division at Franklin or Ashland 5/14/2018 7:40 PM

14 Yes. All but one intersection on Iowa Avenue is uncontrolled. Uncontrolled intersections still exist
all over River Forest and create constant confusion for cars, bikes and pedestrians and many
many near misses.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

15 intersection at William and Iowa 5/14/2018 10:56 AM

16 We are new to bike riding to school since they are old enough now. So far, not a problem. 5/14/2018 10:26 AM

17 Yes, we walk from South River Forest and cross Washington at the Washington/Franklin
intersection and then walk up Franklin to Lincoln school. At the intersection of Franklin and Linden,
there is not a stop sign for the cars going east/west and they are hard to see and it is busy in the
am. I have personally seen numerous kids nearly hit by a car or a bike at that intersection. A stop
sign here would make it much easier to cross. Also, walking up Franklin and crossing Central is
also difficult because when reaching the end of the viaduct, you can't see the cars going east on
Central until you are at the very end of the viaduct and they often do not come to a complete stop
at this intersection or if they do, they stop right at the end of the street where they are in the path of
someone cross the street. Perhaps moving the stop sign back so the cars stop before they come
to the viaduct or a mirror would be helpful to see if walkers are coming?

5/14/2018 9:14 AM

18 Crossing Ashland at Division is dangerous. People roll through the stop sign trying to turn or cross
Division.

5/13/2018 9:55 PM

19 crossing Lathrop 5/13/2018 6:42 PM

20 No 5/11/2018 9:50 AM

21 parents don't stop at crosswalks curb cut at oak & lathrop, northeast side in particular is greater
than an 8% grade

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

22 Crossing Division at Franklin or Ashland is always busy, but I'm not sure what could be done about
it.

5/11/2018 8:09 AM
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23 N/a 5/11/2018 6:20 AM

24 My daughter, actually feels rather comfortable crossing at the crosswalk’s that have crossing
guards and other crosswalks that have the sign that informs the driver to stop when they see a
person crossing (Lake)

5/10/2018 8:42 PM

25 intersection of washington and vine 5/10/2018 8:35 PM

26 At ALL times in River Forest, there are cars cutting across the northeast corner of the village trying
to find a shortcut from North to Harlem, or vice versa, without having to deal with the North/Harlem
intersection. Many of these drivers speed, and are likely clueless as to the nature of the
neighborhood they are cutting thru.

5/10/2018 7:54 PM

27 no 5/10/2018 4:54 PM

28 St. Luke's crossing guard on Lake St. do not stop vehicle for all pedestrians crossing Ashland. 5/10/2018 4:32 PM

29 Keystone and Hawthorne - there is no stop signs, thus cars do not come to a complete stop
Keystone and Linden - There is no stop sign on Keystone, cars speed down Keystone between
Washington and Hawthorne in an effort to park and catch the train.

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

30 Again, cars are going too fast and not looking out for kids. Every intersection is a possible
accident.

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

31 Lake street is super busy, so we tell our son to take sideroads 5/10/2018 2:30 PM

32 Greenfield & Park intersection 5/10/2018 11:54 AM

33 Again, it’s much safer now that there are 3 more crossing guards added to the intersections listed
above. Prior to that, I did not feel safe allowing my kids to bike or walk to school alone.

5/10/2018 11:48 AM

34 See my answers to #5 5/10/2018 10:51 AM

35 I’m too fearful to have a second grader on a bike from Lake and William to Lincoln 5/10/2018 10:11 AM

36 none 5/10/2018 9:53 AM

37 New signs on Oak and crossing guards are helping a lot. 5/10/2018 9:43 AM

38 We bike down Greenfield. Probably once a month I see a car just completely blow the north/south
stop signs, so I worry.

5/10/2018 9:14 AM

39 My sons have almost been hit numerous times by speeding motorists at the intersections of
Hawthorne and Franklin, and Central and Franklin. This is where the viaduct is. There are stop
signs at each intersection; however, drivers don't usually come to a complete stop and almost hit
my children as they are trying to cross the streets at these intersections. There is a high volume of
speeding traffic down Hawthorne and Central in the mornings and after school.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

40 Franklin/Oak intersection. It is only a 2-way stop which is confusing to drivers. Often times one
driver will stop (heading east or westbound) and wave on a child to walk across the street, but the
other driver does not stop. My son was almost hit when this happened and if I didn't grab him he'd
be in bad shape.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

41 No 5/10/2018 8:29 AM

42 I am not comfortable with my children biking to school 5/10/2018 8:03 AM

43 Crossing Lake at Ashland when going for early admissions (<8:10) at Roosevelt 5/10/2018 7:11 AM

44 Intersection of Keystone and Hawthorn is a complicated intersection for everyone to navigate.
There is also a blind spot for drivers as they come to the corner of Central and Keystone and it is
difficult to see pedestrians and cyclists.

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

45 Lake and Larhrop—heavy traffic; lack of adherence to no right turn signs; cars proceeding after
lights change

5/10/2018 6:51 AM

46 Chicago and Harlem. Or Bonnie bear and Chicago. 5/10/2018 6:47 AM

47 On the corner of keystone and Hawthorne cars turn very fast putting kids and people walking to the
metra station in danger. It would be safer to have a crosswalk for pedestrians

5/10/2018 5:48 AM

48 no. they walk west on Oak Street, which is well traveled, and has crossing guards at the busiest
corners.

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

49 Same issues as question 5. Crossing two busy streets, one with no crossing guard. 5/9/2018 11:08 PM

50 No 5/9/2018 10:45 PM
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51 General comments, not about my own kids. Students should be encouraged to wear helmets on
bikes. Students are often texting while riding - this is dangerous. Many cyclists (students and
adults) run through stop signs. Police should enforce this.

5/9/2018 10:44 PM

52 Bike riders are in sidewalk Bikes should have bells to signal pedestrians First graders need a
place to leave their bikes at school

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

53 there are too many cars on the road and 8am and 3pm. More kids should be walking or biking!
Less cars make River Forest safer for kids and commuters. The intersection of Lathrop and
Greenfield is especially harrowing at 8am and 3pm.

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

54 car/pedestrian confusion at busy intersections 5/9/2018 10:34 PM

55 Would love a 4 way stop at Park Ave or Franklin. Crossing guard is great but has limited hours and
kids going to school early arrive before they start. It is hard to cross Lake Street safely.

5/9/2018 10:22 PM

56 Please see response to prior question regarding need for 4 way stop signs at Gale and
Washington, and at Gale and Vine.

5/9/2018 10:17 PM

57 No 5/9/2018 9:32 PM

58 Vine and Gale, Gale and Washington 5/9/2018 9:31 PM

59 Need painted crosswalk on Keystone and Hawthorne 5/9/2018 8:53 PM

60 N/a 5/9/2018 8:28 PM

61 We always need to make sure cars stop at three intersection of Keystone Ave. And Hawthorne
Ave.

5/9/2018 7:52 PM

62 Crossing Division is difficult at certain intersections. They must go out of the way to find the 4-Way
stops where it is much easier to cross

5/9/2018 7:00 PM

63 Lake Street crossing, no bike lanes between Madison Street headed North to Roosevelt, same for
Lincoln School area

5/9/2018 6:55 PM

64 I will not let my child ride her bike to school, because of the previous comment. 5/9/2018 6:38 PM

65 None 5/9/2018 6:21 PM

66 As I stated in the previous question, because we live off of a main street there is a lot of traffic,
which sometimes causes safety concerns for bikers as well as pedestrians.

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

67 Cars sometimes do not stop even when the crossing guard is there (Lathrop & Division). Cars
definitely don’t stop at Monroe & Division westbound. They roll right through. Now with certain
sidewalks/curbs being torn up, those corners are tricky for bikers. The main hazard that I notice is
kids, walkers & bikers, who cross at Jackson & Division. It’s very dangerous. I would like to see
better marked crosswalks on both the east and west sides and signs reminding cars to yield to
people in the crosswalks.

5/9/2018 6:03 PM

68 N/a 5/9/2018 6:00 PM

69 At the intersection of Berkshire and Monroe there's no stop or yield sign. Cars driving from Trinity
eastbound on Berkshire zoom through that intersection without stopping either taking a hard right
or zipping straight through.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

70 na 5/9/2018 5:47 PM

71 maybe crossing Lake St. 5/9/2018 4:47 PM

72 Not currently 5/9/2018 4:45 PM

73 Same location, Park and Lake though walking a bicycle the crossing guard is helpful there.
However traffic is high everywhere and people are in a rush.

5/9/2018 4:22 PM

74 There is sometimes confusion at the 4 way stop at Lathrop & Oak, as the crossing guard may
wave cars through, which can look like waving students through.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

75 n/a 5/9/2018 4:16 PM

76 Cars don't look for bikers on Lake Street or on Oak. Both streets are dangerous. 5/9/2018 4:14 PM

77 NA 5/9/2018 4:04 PM

78 Washington & Gale is too dangerous to cross so they use keystone & Washington w/ the four way
stop-but it could use better pedestrian signs, lighting etc

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

79 Intersection of Iowa/William 5/9/2018 3:58 PM

80 Na 5/9/2018 3:53 PM
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81 Crossing Chicago avenue (no crossing guard where my kid crosses to join with friends); crossing
division (crossing guard has difficulties stopping traffic)

5/9/2018 3:52 PM

82 N/A 5/9/2018 3:50 PM

83 Crossing Hawthorn is dangerous because of the viaduct and blind spots for cars. Also, cars are
sometimes speeding so that people can get to the train in time (8:15ish)

5/9/2018 3:40 PM

84 Lake/Franklin, Oak/Lathrop 5/9/2018 3:29 PM

85 Division. 5/9/2018 3:04 PM

86 She has not used her bike but she may to go to school. 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

87 People not giving kids a chance to cross streeys 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

88 As above 5/9/2018 3:01 PM

89 I don’t let them bike because I don’t trust drivers 5/9/2018 2:54 PM

90 No other than having to wait to cross the street with a crossing guard. 5/9/2018 2:45 PM

91 None other than wanting a crossing guard at Ashland and Division. 5/9/2018 2:43 PM

92 N/A 5/9/2018 2:39 PM

93 Oak and Ashland 5/9/2018 2:38 PM

94 4 way stops are more confusing in high volume areas without a safety crossing guard to decision
'who goes' situations or to slow down vehicles during rush hour commute - EARLIER School start
time would lessen volumes of students commuting during morning rush hour traffic

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

95 Ashland and Franklin intersections with, respectively, Hawthorne and Central. 5/9/2018 2:37 PM

96 Nonare no bike lanes that ensure that car leave enough space for bikes to safely travel on our tight
RF streets

5/9/2018 2:36 PM

97 Augusta, Chicago and Iowa (especially) are very dangerous at times. Also in the winter there is not
enough street lighting unless u walk out to harlem and around.

5/9/2018 2:35 PM

98 There should DEFINITELY be a crossing guard on the corner of Franklin and Greenfield. Many
many kids cross here by themselves and I have personally watched many kids almost get hit by
cars numerous times. Especially because so many cars are leaving from pick up on Franklin.

5/9/2018 2:32 PM

99 As long as the crossing guards are out - the ride to and from is pretty smooth 5/9/2018 2:31 PM

100 Student does not bike specifically because of the issues crossing Lake anywhere between
Thatcher and Lathrop. Need less vehicles and more controlled (traffic or crossing light)
intersections.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

101 Would be nice to have bike lanes or wider sidewalks that accommodate walkers and bikers 5/9/2018 2:30 PM

102 A lack of bike lanes is a problem. Youth cyclists especially do better when there is a specific place
for them to be on the road. note: my student does not bike to school.

5/9/2018 2:26 PM

103 They bike down oak st from Thatcher to lathrop. They say it is very crowded with bikers,
pedestrians, and cars all sharing the road.

5/9/2018 2:24 PM

104 Same answer as question #5. 5/9/2018 2:23 PM

105 Crossing Thatcher at Oak Street 5/9/2018 2:23 PM

106 None that I know of 5/9/2018 2:22 PM

107 Yes - there needs to be a crossing guard (at a minimum) on Park Avenue for the Greenfield
crossing. There are commuters and Dominican college students (and parents dropping kids off)
that are all busy driving through this s-curve intersection with only one stop sign. Plus, with any
construction around the area or parked cars, it makes visibility very difficult (especially when
factoring in cars turning). It is a very unsafe intersection for walking or biking to/from school.

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

108 Crossing Washington is our major issue. 5/9/2018 2:19 PM

109 no 5/9/2018 2:18 PM

110 crossing Division and Chicago are almost impossible. We need police along the routes 5/9/2018 2:09 PM

111 Same as above - Franklin/Linden Train tracks at Hawthorn and North/Franklin 5/9/2018 2:07 PM

112 As above. 5/9/2018 2:05 PM

113 see above 5/9/2018 1:39 PM
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114 Yes cars driving east on hawthorn turning right to go north on keystone don’t stop to let kids cross
at that 3 way intersection .there should be a pedestrian crossing there.

5/9/2018 1:02 PM

115 None 5/9/2018 10:54 AM

116 No 5/9/2018 9:29 AM

117 Yes, there is a lot of traffic speeding around Hawthorne and Keystone, Park, Forest and especially
Franklin. Also there is a blind spot for people taking a right off Central to go South on Franklin
(under the viaduct). There is a moment where you can't see pedestrians.

5/9/2018 9:00 AM

118 Yes. The keystone and Hawthorne intersection (just south of the viaduct) is very busy and many
cars do not fully come to a stop there. This intersection is why I do not allow my 8 year old to
walk/bike to school without me.

5/9/2018 8:48 AM

119 See above 5/9/2018 8:47 AM

120 Mostly near Keystone and Hawthorne 5/9/2018 8:38 AM

121 We cross going west at keystone and Hawthorne. There are no marked crosswalk there and often
cars roll through the turn coming from leaving the 3-way stop sign. In addition this area is very
busy at commuting times as cars are traveling to and from the metra.

5/9/2018 6:16 AM

122 Oak is scary 5/9/2018 4:23 AM

123 See #5. 5/9/2018 12:19 AM

124 Crossing lathrop at greenfield 5/8/2018 9:55 PM

125 Traffic on Lake street doesn’t stop at the cross walks. 5/8/2018 7:08 PM

126 Hawthorne and Franklin, Central and Franklin, Hawthorne and Ashland, Central and Ashland. (See
above answer)

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

127 N/a 5/8/2018 12:14 PM

128 Crossing guards give peace of mind. 5/8/2018 8:49 AM

129 People coming in too fast on Greenfield off of Thatcher. They are using it as a cut-through to avoid
the Thatcher/North Ave. intersecttion during rush hour.

5/7/2018 11:32 PM

130 No crossing guard at Lathrop and Greenfield which is a busy intersection 1 block away from the
Elementary school.

5/7/2018 10:59 PM

131 Crossing Augusta is a big concern. Cars drive very fast down that road. There should be a 4 way
stop at Forest & Augusta!

5/7/2018 10:51 PM

132 See prior answer 5/7/2018 10:46 PM

133 Keystone and Chicago and Keystone and Augusta are very dangerous. People speed like crazy.
Keystone and Lake has bad light flow making it hard to cross.

5/7/2018 10:23 PM

134 N/A 5/7/2018 10:20 PM

135 A handful of drivers aren’t paying attention or fair to give them the right of way. 5/7/2018 9:28 PM

136 Yes-the intersection of Park and Greenfield. There is parking along that street which makes it
difficult for children to see when crossing and for cars to see children. Cars exit and enter
Dominican constantly and FLY down Park. It is very unnerving that there is not a marked
crosswalk, some kind of light or sign to catch drivers attention or telling them CAUTION
CHILDREN, or to slow down-a stop sign would be very helpful.

5/7/2018 8:35 PM

137 We walk from Jackson along Lake to Lincoln - each crossing point posses some issues with busy
traffic with St Lukes traffic added into the mix.

5/7/2018 6:28 PM

138 Intersection of greenfield and park. Especially if cars are parked on Park ave. 5/7/2018 5:40 PM

139 Crossing at Lake and Franklin. Disregard for traffic rules, crossing guard and and pedestrians. 5/7/2018 5:16 PM

140 Same place 5/7/2018 5:04 PM

141 See #5. 5/7/2018 4:50 PM

142 No crossing guard on Greenfield and Ashland. Lot of kids crossing on those streets 5/7/2018 4:47 PM

143 The unmarked intersections along Iowa street are a little tricky(especially on the way home when
the college students are awake)

5/7/2018 4:45 PM
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144 My student was riding no a sidewalk and an resident yelled at her and told her she should only
ride on the street. Washington street is a hard one to ride a bike on so my daughter usually rides
on the sidewalk along washington due to the heavy traffic

5/7/2018 4:20 PM

145 Augusta/keystone have stop signs that are blown through frequently same as Park and Division 5/7/2018 3:48 PM

146 none 5/7/2018 3:06 PM

147 Same as for walking, currently Thatcher Ave north of Lake St is a total mess and hazardous for
Mosaic Montessori students. Street crossings along Oak between Thatcher and Park are also of
concern for Lincoln.

5/7/2018 2:50 PM

148 Yes! Division and Lathrop...Division and Jackson are a mess in the mornings and afternoons. The
drivers try to beat bikers or walkers...so they blow through turns and don’t always give right of way.
My son almost got run over by someone trying to turn right onto Jackson from Division.

5/7/2018 2:47 PM

149 Na 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

150 Oak street is crazy! Especially at Franklin and Ashland intersections 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

151 crossing lake at any point, particularly lake and thatcher, especially with increased traffic during
construction, crossing park with turning cars for drop off

5/7/2018 2:09 PM

152 For children coming eastbound on Greenfield Street, there is no safe crossing of Park Avenue.
There is not even a stop sign. Cars typically moving at high speeds. No visibility of children
crossing. Often cars parked along park, so children stepping blindly into the street. Many parents
who live a block away from Willard don’t let the kids walk or bike on their own purely out of
concerns for crossing Park Ave. Multiple people with near miss stories. This is a disaster waiting to
happen.

5/7/2018 6:56 AM

153 Turning cars on Chicago, cars driving too fast 5/6/2018 8:38 PM

154 We avoid going along Lake Street if possible. Just too much traffic. 5/4/2018 9:26 PM

155 Lathrop/Greenfield is a busy intersection to cross, as is Ashland and Greenfield (lots of turning
traffic). Lathrop and Augusta also busy with people either cutting through RF or just in a hurry.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

156 TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost? The entire length of Iowa St is a
disaster, with the exception of Lathrop.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM

157 We live west of Park. The crossing at Park & Greenfield is an issue - there are often cars parked
on the road making it hard to see the kids and traffic moves quickly. A stop sign feels like it would
be appropriate there given the location of the school.

5/4/2018 5:00 PM

158 The train underpasses at Franklin and at Keystone/Gale have very limited visibility making it
dangerous for bikers and walkers. This is the only way for the kids in south RF to get to school, so
they should be priority intersections.

5/4/2018 4:50 PM
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Q7 If your student(s) walks to/from school, with or without you, are there
any traffic conflicts or safety issues that you/they experience along the

way? (please specify by location)
Answered: 194 Skipped: 118

# RESPONSES DATE

1 My concern is crossing park ave at greenfield. No stop signs on park ave at the 3 way intersection.
Cars belonging to Dominican students are on parked on Park ave and it is difficult to see children
waiting to cross and kids must walk out into the street to look around parked cars to see if safe to
cross. In addition, vehicles travel at a high rate of speed on park.

5/20/2018 7:11 AM

2 Drivers do not yield to pedestrians. Drivers roll or do not stop at stop signs. 5/19/2018 6:16 PM

3 For students who live east of lathrop, there are no crossing guards after lathrop and division, traffic
is very busy on Monroe and Jackson withparents driving down to do drop off and pick up at
Roosevelt.

5/19/2018 1:07 PM

4 Same as above. Crossing Washington at Franklin stop light can be dangerous. A lot of confusion
with Park drive

5/19/2018 12:31 PM

5 Cars turning right on red in front of pedestrians at Thatcher and Lake 5/19/2018 12:20 PM

6 Lack of high-visibility crossings and crosswalks of Hawthorne Ave near the Thatcher Ave and
Keystone Ave viaducts.

5/19/2018 9:28 AM

7 Again the underpass is a worry. 5/18/2018 7:17 PM

8 Same as #6 5/18/2018 5:06 PM

9 Hawthorne/Central and Franklin by the viaducts are dangerous and cars go to fast and do not
stop.

5/18/2018 3:50 PM

10 No, there is no traffic issues or safety issues. 5/18/2018 7:38 AM

11 Ashland and Division and speeding along lathrop ave 5/16/2018 10:44 AM

12 N/A 5/15/2018 8:02 PM

13 My kids frequently tell me that cars drive too fast and disregard walkers/bikers in general. 5/15/2018 3:00 PM

14 Thatcher crossing on Oak St is not pedestrian or bike friendly. There are lots of pedestrians and
cyclists, including lots of kids, that cross that intersection to go to school or visit the forest
preserve. Would be great to have a yellow light that could be activated by pedestrians as needed
when crossing Thatcher.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

15 Lathrop going southbound the cars speed in order to make the light. It's extremely dangerous
every day of the week.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

16 Crossing guard at Jackson and Circle Ave is really confusing. Once, I had my turn signal on, he
waived me through then yelled at me because someone started to cross. I apologized and told him
I thought he waived me through. His response was that the didn't think I was turning. This was
very confusing and confusion is a safety issue!

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

17 Crossing Division at Franklin or Ashland 5/14/2018 7:40 PM

18 Uncontrolled intersections along Iowa Ave. Cross walks that have no lights - in the winter the sun
sets at 4:30 pm but many students have after school activities. Even though there is a crosswalk at
Jackson & Chicago, there is no request light (like at Chicago & Scoville in Oak Park) such that
pedestrians can alert drivers that they are crossing.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

19 no 5/14/2018 10:26 AM

20 Crossing Ashland at Division 5/13/2018 9:55 PM

21 crossing Lathrop. 5/13/2018 6:42 PM

22 No stop sign on Franklin and Linden. So many kids walk on Franklin from south RF 5/13/2018 12:57 PM
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23 Automobile traffic traveling east/west on Hawthorne avenue at Franklin Ave has limited visibility of
students coming in and out of the train underpass on south side of train tracks. This applies to
Central Ave as well on the north side of the train tracks, but is not as busy a thoroughfare

5/11/2018 5:03 PM

24 No 5/11/2018 9:50 AM

25 parents don't stop at crosswalks curb cut at oak & lathrop, northeast side in particular is greater
than an 8% grade at oak & ashland parents pull into the crosswalks/block intersection often

5/11/2018 9:39 AM

26 My child doesn't walk by themselves at the present moment. 5/11/2018 8:09 AM

27 See above answer 5/11/2018 6:20 AM

28 Even with the crossing guard, Lake and Franklin is hard to cross. Not safe without the crossing
guards, but they aren’t always out when the kids are walking home after activities.

5/10/2018 8:48 PM

29 Lake st traffic is challenging for a child to cross 5/10/2018 8:42 PM

30 intersection of washington and vine 5/10/2018 8:35 PM

31 Same as #6: I have seen an increase in drivers that appear to be taking a short cut thru River
Forest.

5/10/2018 7:54 PM

32 no 5/10/2018 4:54 PM

33 St. Luke's crossing guard on Lake St. do not stop vehicle for all pedestrians crossing Ashland. 5/10/2018 4:32 PM

34 Keystone and Hawthorne - there is no stop signs, thus cars do not come to a complete stop
Keystone and Linden - There is no stop sign on Keystone, cars speed down Keystone between
Washington and Hawthorne in an effort to park and catch the train.

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

35 Lake street between Park and Forest where the Park District grounds-keeping building is presents
a safety issue. Trucks come in and out of there, and cannot see kids who are walking past.

5/10/2018 3:14 PM

36 our son has to cross several streets along lake street and the area around jewel often seems
overly busy with cars looking more at getting in/out of jewel rather than looking at kids crossing.
our son has said that several times in that area cars were "suddenly" turning when he was
crossing the street

5/10/2018 2:30 PM

37 Greenfield & Park intersection 5/10/2018 11:54 AM

38 The following intersections need permanent guards: Oak and Park; Oak and Franklin; Also, I only
allow my kids to travel down Park because there are so many unsecured intersections in River
Forest (intersections with no stop signs or only two-way stops.) These are very dangerous
intersections.

5/10/2018 11:48 AM

39 See my answers to #5 5/10/2018 10:51 AM

40 no 5/10/2018 10:40 AM

41 I live in the area of River Forest south of the commuter rail. I would prefer an additional stop sign
on Washington to slow down the through traffic on that street. Through traffic goes very fast and
the stop at Washington and Keystone is typically rolled, at best.

5/10/2018 10:11 AM

42 Lake and Lathrop should have guards for unsupervised kids 5/10/2018 10:11 AM

43 none 5/10/2018 9:53 AM

44 We experience the same safety issues as mentioned in the previous response. Motorists speed
down Hawthorne and Central Ave. before and after school. They often fail to make complete stops
at the intersections of Hawthorne and Franklin, and Central and Franklin. These intersections are
especially dangerous as this is where a viaduct is so both are blind corners. Motorists have little
regard for the students walking to and from school which is troubling. Some of the neighborhood
children have been hit by vehicles at these intersections. The RF Police Dept. has put out speed
signs at different times on Hawthorne, yet these have a limited effect on slowing the traffic.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

45 Franklin/Oak was terrifying before the crossing guards particularly in inclement weather. I would
walk with my student because sometimes grade schoolers cannot gauge a driver's action.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

46 I just want to make sure that they cross busy intersections (Lathrop & Division) with a guard. 5/10/2018 8:32 AM

47 Nothing in particular other than the fact that it would be nice to have an ‘official’ route (more kids
walking together in same direction;safer in numbers)

5/10/2018 8:29 AM

48 Walking routes seem ok 5/10/2018 8:03 AM

49 Commuters trying to avoid Lake shoot down Hawthorne and Central (either side of train tracks)
and aren’t yielding to pedestrians at 4-way stops on Franklin or Ashland. Better traffic management
of cars (not just pedestrians) along Lake might help

5/10/2018 7:11 AM
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50 Intersection of Keystone and Hawthorn is a complicated intersection for everyone to navigate.
There is also a blind spot for drivers as they come to the corner of Central and Keystone and it is
difficult to see pedestrians and cyclists.

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

51 Lake and Lathrop—heavy traffic; no adherence to to right turn signs; cars proceeding after lights
have changed

5/10/2018 6:51 AM

52 Oak and Ashland, Franklin can get a little nutty but has been okay. we have taught our kids how to
be careful.

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

53 Busy streets to cross especially in the morning with increased traffic/commuters. My students
need to walk an extra block away to get an intersection with a stop sign. There is no stop sign on
our street and they need to cross a very busy street that has commuter traffic. People do not stop
for pedestrians.

5/9/2018 11:08 PM

54 At the corner of Jackson and monroe I’ve experienced cars not stopping at stop signs- northbound
on Jackson. I’ve noticed it from walking with them at certain times.

5/9/2018 10:54 PM

55 Crossing Lathrop is always treacherous but so far we have had people stop and wait for the kids to
go by

5/9/2018 10:53 PM

56 Not really 5/9/2018 10:45 PM

57 Cars often speed away from intersections near school but without crossing guards, such as
Lathrop and Augusta. Would like to see more police presence.

5/9/2018 10:44 PM

58 Sidewalk can be icy at Lincoln and salt is not used Parents and kids fall Cars honking aggressively
and speeding

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

59 there are too many cars on the road and 8am and 3pm. More kids should be walking or biking!
Less cars make River Forest safer for kids and commuters. The intersection of Lathrop and
Greenfield is especially harrowing at 8am and 3pm.

5/9/2018 10:39 PM

60 car/pedestrian confusion at busy intersections 5/9/2018 10:34 PM

61 crossing guard at Franklin and Lake is normally sufficient for walking times 5/9/2018 10:22 PM

62 Please see prior responses for the need for 4 way stop signs at Gale and Washington, and at Gale
and Vine

5/9/2018 10:17 PM

63 No 5/9/2018 9:32 PM

64 Vine and Gale, Gale and Washington 5/9/2018 9:31 PM

65 Cars do not stop for pedestrians at crosswalks. Most of our experience is at the Augusta/Jackson
one but Chicago/Jackson is bad too. One car didn’t even slow and instead swerved into oncoming
traffic.

5/9/2018 8:28 PM

66 Crossing driveway is always my concern so I never let my children walk by themselves. 5/9/2018 7:52 PM

67 Drivers not obeying school speed zones 5/9/2018 6:55 PM

68 She doesn't walk because of fear of crossing Washington, Central, Hawthorne uncontrolled 5/9/2018 6:41 PM

69 anyone turning left or going strait from Franklin to Lake st 5/9/2018 6:38 PM

70 The crossings on ashland & Franklin at Hawthorne and central are sometimes tough with cars not
coming to a complete stop

5/9/2018 6:25 PM

71 None 5/9/2018 6:21 PM

72 See the answer from the previous question. In addition to the traffic on the main street we have a
bank on each corner which has produced an increase of cars coming down our block during the
start and end of the school day. And some of the drivers have no regard to the fact that
pedestrians and small children are passing by.

5/9/2018 6:12 PM

73 Same concerns as I outlined above in no. 6. 5/9/2018 6:03 PM

74 N/a 5/9/2018 6:00 PM

75 At the intersection of Berkshire and Monroe there's no stop or yield sign. Cars driving from Trinity
eastbound on Berkshire zoom through that intersection without stopping either taking a hard right
or zipping straight through.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

76 no 5/9/2018 5:47 PM
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77 Entire Oak Ave corridor- Oak & Forest, Oak & Park, Oak & Franklin, Oak & Lathrop in particular -
are all incredibly very busy with cars/traffic as it seems to a main route for cars to avoid Lake
Street or Chicago Ave, but its also the main route for dozens and dozens of students. Overall,
there is little understanding/direction for cars on right of way, or who's "turn" is next when at a stop
or yield (to either other cars, or pedestrians). Crossing guards have helped immensely in clarifying
right of way for pedestrians and also as visible signals to drivers that it is safe to proceed driving.
My children feel safer with crossing guards in place, because there are clear rules with adults in
charge. Their implementation is piece of mind for our family.

5/9/2018 4:51 PM

78 no. 5/9/2018 4:47 PM

79 No 5/9/2018 4:45 PM

80 Cars on Lake often race sometimes race through the intersection, ignoring the crossing guard. Our
children were almost hit there despite the presence of a parent and a crossing guard. There is
sometimes confusion at the 4 way stop at Lathrop & Oak, as the crossing guard may wave cars
through, which can look like waving students through.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM

81 Hawthorne and Franklin--really poor visibility, commuters barely stop at sign on Hawthorne (who
knew stop signs are optional?) Needs a police officer looking to make some money for the village.
More realistically needs a crossing guard and the homeowner on the southeast corner bush's are
impeding visibility. I will not let my 9 year old cross the street on either side of that intersection by
herself. Washington Blvd at Franklin. It's just a busy street with a lot of cross town/commuter traffic
that is not mindful of children. Needs a crossing guard and maybe blinking lights for pedestrians. I
will not let my 9 year old cross the street by herself.

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

82 Always concerned on Lake Street and the cross walk at Oak and Lathrop. 5/9/2018 4:14 PM

83 Better traffic control by the schools. 5/9/2018 4:04 PM

84 Same as #6 5/9/2018 4:01 PM

85 Intersection of Iowa/william 5/9/2018 3:58 PM

86 Not really we only cross on street at Lake and Park. 5/9/2018 3:55 PM

87 Keep the crossing gaurds! 5/9/2018 3:53 PM

88 Cars not looking out for kids; driving too fast 5/9/2018 3:52 PM

89 N/A 5/9/2018 3:50 PM

90 Speeders on hawthorn in am and pm 5/9/2018 3:40 PM

91 Walking at Franklin between Central and Hawthorn Ave. Some drivers aren’t as cautious as you
would like them to be. Especially in the morning.

5/9/2018 3:38 PM

92 Lake/Franklin, Oak/Lathrop 5/9/2018 3:29 PM

93 Cars shall significantly slow down and be cautious on Franklin during pick up and drop off time 5/9/2018 3:12 PM

94 Again, the Division St crossings are hazardous 5/9/2018 3:04 PM

95 She has not discussed any but she walks with friends. 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

96 People not letting kids cross the street 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

97 Cars not stopping for 4 way stops at the above said intersections 5/9/2018 3:01 PM

98 Franklin and Oak has no stop sign along Oak. I worry about cars not stopping, speeding, not
looking when my kid crosses Oak. My kid does not look both ways even after his friend got hit by a
car and my kid is a careful kid. If he walks home with a friend they probably would double their
chances of not looking and getting hit. Also, there a lot of cars travelling along Oak dropping off or
having just dropped off a kid at 1 of the 3 schools near that intersection.

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

99 Yes. Cars don’t pay attention and don’t yield to pedestrians 5/9/2018 2:54 PM

100 Although there is now a stop sign at the intersection of Greenfield and Park, parked cars on Park
Avenue often obstruct sight lines.

5/9/2018 2:53 PM

101 Lathrop, where there are no crossing guards and on Franklin at Greenview. 5/9/2018 2:51 PM

102 I worry about them crossing streets alone during rush hour (before school walk) so they don't walk
alone. I worry about crossing Park Ave at either Oak or Lake Street. Having a crossing guard
newly installed at Oak and Park has been helpful.

5/9/2018 2:50 PM

103 No other than having to wait to cross the street with a crossing guard. 5/9/2018 2:45 PM

104 Not on the way to Roosevelt. 5/9/2018 2:43 PM
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105 there should be crossing guards around Willard 5/9/2018 2:40 PM

106 N/A 5/9/2018 2:39 PM

107 Oak and asland 5/9/2018 2:38 PM

108 it is a long distance for our family to which there are safety concerns for elementary school ages 5/9/2018 2:37 PM

109 Ashland and Franklin intersections with, respectively, Hawthorne and Central. 5/9/2018 2:37 PM

110 The new crossing guards have been a much needed safety addition. 5/9/2018 2:36 PM

111 My daughter often complains of drivers speeding out of their driveway and there not being enough
light when coming home from the library or school when she has to stay to work on a project or is
involved in a school activity.

5/9/2018 2:35 PM

112 Crossing under the railroad tracks south of Lake is difficult. 5/9/2018 2:34 PM

113 Drivers just don't pay attention (or care). I don't think it's anything that the village or schools can
do. It's a total disregard for traffic rules and indifference to people walking. People blow through
stop signs, they ignore crosswalks; they're in a hurry. My son walks to Lincoln 95% of the time
from the Oak/Forest intersection. The Park/Oak intersection has improved, but there are still
drivers who just don't care about people on foot. In addition, the drop-off/pick-up lane on Park still
baffles people - even with Mr. Godfrey standing out there.

5/9/2018 2:34 PM

114 Yes, there is a lot of traffic at Hawthorne (east bound) and Franklin and there is no cross guard
there and a lot of people don’t fully stop.

5/9/2018 2:33 PM

115 See above 5/9/2018 2:32 PM

116 Crossing Lake anywhere other than with the guard can be challenging 5/9/2018 2:31 PM

117 Walking with or without a crossing guard is difficult, specifically because of the issues crossing
Lake anywhere between Thatcher and Lathrop. Need fewer vehicles and more controlled (traffic or
crossing light) intersections. The intersection at Lathrop/Brown/Hawthorne/Central is also very
difficult because of the proximity of the four-way stop with multiple vehicle lanes to two
uncontrolled turns (southbound left onto Brown, and northbound left onto Hawthorne). This creates
confusion about right-of-way, and students are often ignored by cars there. I would advise
eliminating these two left turns completely and pushing the southbound traffic down to
Washington/Randolph and the northbound left turns to Central or better yet, all the way to
Chicago.

5/9/2018 2:31 PM

118 Monroe and Berkshire is an intersection with no stop or yield signs. 5/9/2018 2:30 PM

119 Drivers are DISTRACTED. We are all guilty of this. Any plan must account for the distracted driver,
not the perfect driver. While a crossing guard can't be at every intersection, we need a way to alert
drivers to the school zones: speed bumps, flashing lights, spinners, beeping sounds when a
pedestrian approaches, etc. It's not one particular location - its everywhere that children cross.

5/9/2018 2:26 PM

120 We cross Park Avenue at Greenfield while walking from our home on Forest Avenue to Willard.
Cars often travel at high speeds along Park Avenue (often seems like Dominican students driving
fast) and it doesn't help that cars can park along the street, blocking a driver's view of pedestrians.
It's really not an ideal set-up for those who walk.

5/9/2018 2:25 PM

121 Same answer as question #5. 5/9/2018 2:23 PM

122 Crossing Thatcher on Oak 5/9/2018 2:23 PM

123 None that I know of 5/9/2018 2:22 PM

124 Yes - there needs to be a crossing guard (at a minimum) on Park Avenue for the Greenfield
crossing. There are commuters and Dominican college students (and parents dropping kids off)
that are all busy driving through this s-curve intersection with only one stop sign. Plus, with any
construction around the area or parked cars, it makes visibility very difficult (especially when
factoring in cars turning). It is a very unsafe intersection for walking to/from school.

5/9/2018 2:20 PM

125 people drive down Park Avenue very fast in both directions and they are not supposed to turn from
north avenue. this is not enforced.

5/9/2018 2:18 PM

126 Coming from southern River Forest heading under the railroad tracks, there is zero visibility at
every intersection on Hawthorne and Central.

5/9/2018 2:16 PM

127 Since they travel down Lake Street from Edgewood & Lake to Park & Lake, people still turn while
the kids are trying to cross at Lake & Thatcher. Also, the pedestrian cross walk across Lake Street
at Keystone needs more then a flashing light, cars don’t stop while kids are in the cross walk.

5/9/2018 2:14 PM

128 Lathrop/Lake 5/9/2018 2:08 PM
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129 Same as above 5/9/2018 2:07 PM

130 I feel that a lot of these drivers rush past the school and do not pay attention to the
pedestrians.Lake street gets very busy with traffic in the morning and afternoon.

5/9/2018 2:04 PM

131 see #5 5/9/2018 1:39 PM

132 Yes cars driving east on hawthorn turning right to go north on keystone don’t stop to let kids cross
at that 3 way intersection .there should be a pedestrian crossing there.

5/9/2018 1:02 PM

133 None 5/9/2018 10:54 AM

134 Stop signs on Lathrop 5/9/2018 9:29 AM

135 Yes, the traffic is speeding on Hawthorne all the time. Also they speed on the streets that are
cutovers to Madison like Keystone. There are crossing guards north of Lake that mitigate issues
like this north of the schools but none south of Lake and people are flying on Hawthorne. At a
minimum you need someone at Franklin and Hawthorne

5/9/2018 9:00 AM

136 See number 6 5/9/2018 8:48 AM

137 No 5/9/2018 8:47 AM

138 Mostly near Keystone and Hawthorne 5/9/2018 8:38 AM

139 Lots of cars around the train station, headed in all directions— crossing Hawthorne at Keystone.
Crossing Lake street.

5/9/2018 7:12 AM

140 Please see answer to #5. Same issues apply. 5/9/2018 6:43 AM

141 We cross going west at keystone and Hawthorne. There are no marked crosswalk there and often
cars roll through the turn coming from leaving the 3-way stop sign. In addition this
Keystone/Hawthorne 3way stop is very busy at commuting times as cars are traveling to and from
the metra.

5/9/2018 6:16 AM

142 Cars going too fast down Oak. Especially after park to thatcher now. 5/9/2018 4:23 AM

143 We take a route that avoids Lake Street because of all the car traffic on Lake. 5/9/2018 2:51 AM

144 See #5 5/9/2018 12:19 AM

145 Franklin and oak 5/9/2018 12:01 AM

146 Yes Hawthorne and thatcher/gale the intersection is dangerous through traffic north has no stop
south traffic has a yield and west traffic has a stop. My child will never be able to cross there
safely.

5/8/2018 8:52 PM

147 Traffic on lake street and Washington don’t stop for people in the crosswalk. 5/8/2018 7:08 PM

148 The Park/Lake intersection is a nightmare. We never cross there. We cross at Franklin and Lake,
but even there cars are going around the crossing guards on Lake and parents who have dropped
their children off drive very aggressively to cross Lake at Ashland. It is frightening. We never use
the crosswalks unless there is a crossing guard. Even the one right by the police station. They are
not enforced (or respected by drivers).

5/8/2018 1:46 PM

149 Crossing Augusta is unsafe for small children. I do not let my child walk alone because she can’t
easily get across Augusta, unless she walks a block east of school to Lathrop or a block west of
school to Park. Cars travel too fast on Augusta & there are no crossing guards. Stop signs would
help in many ways.

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

150 Lots of traffic along oak street in the morning, creating safety issues at major street crossings
(Park, Franklin, etc.)

5/8/2018 12:14 PM

151 The intersection of Ashland and Division is quite busy and there is no stop sign. 5/8/2018 8:58 AM

152 Again. Love new crossing guards. 5/8/2018 8:49 AM

153 No good crosswalk across Hawthorne at Thatcher. 5/8/2018 6:25 AM

154 None 5/8/2018 12:58 AM

155 People coming in too fast on Greenfield off of Thatcher. They are using it as a cut-through to avoid
the Thatcher/North Ave. intersecttion during rush hour.

5/7/2018 11:32 PM

156 At Ashland and Divison many cars stop in the crosswalk while waiting to turn onto or cross south
on Division and block the safe path of the students trying to cross to the west side Ashland on the
north side of Division. This is very dangerous for the walking kids.

5/7/2018 10:59 PM

157 Crossing Augusta 5/7/2018 10:51 PM
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158 None reporter but my 4th grader may not recognize driving infractions as they offer. 5/7/2018 10:46 PM

159 Drivers don’t stop. I wonder why Willard has one crossing guard and Roosevelt has 5. 5/7/2018 10:23 PM

160 Several intersections on Ashland Avenue do not have stop signs. 5/7/2018 10:20 PM

161 The intersections of Park and Oak, Franklin and Oak, Ashland and Oak are very dangerous as
cars do not slow down or stop. Also cars go the wrong way down the 500/600 block of Park

5/7/2018 10:00 PM

162 Drivers who fail to pay attention or give them the right of way. 5/7/2018 9:28 PM

163 Speed of drivers particularly on Lake st during the 3pm hour 5/7/2018 9:19 PM

164 Yes-the intersection of Park and Greenfield. There is parking along that street which makes it
difficult for children to see when crossing and for cars to see children. Cars exit and enter
Dominican constantly and FLY down Park. It is very unnerving that there is not a marked
crosswalk, some kind of light or sign to catch drivers attention or telling them CAUTION
CHILDREN, or to slow down-a stop sign would be very helpful.

5/7/2018 8:35 PM

165 I would like to see crossing guards at all corners around the school. It would be great to have a
crossing guard on Franklin/Greenfield as well to help children cross.

5/7/2018 6:40 PM

166 Please see above - every street crossing busy until we reach Lincoln from Jackson 5/7/2018 6:28 PM

167 Intersection of greenfield and park is extremely dangerous for walkers and bikers especially when
cars are parked on park ave.

5/7/2018 5:40 PM

168 Our intersection, Gale and Vine, is uncontrolled and very unsafe. We have seen many accidents
there. In addition, while Keystone provides a relatively safe way to cross Washington, students
cannot cross at Gale. As a result, many students must gross Gale at Vine to get to Keystone.

5/7/2018 5:38 PM

169 Sometimes there is no crossing guard on Ashland 5/7/2018 5:23 PM

170 Not yielding the way to pedestrians or crossing guard. 5/7/2018 5:16 PM

171 Same as above - cars speed down Park, and a lot of cars are parked on the street right around
where children cross the street to get to Greenfield, so it’s hard for the kids to even check both
ways.

5/7/2018 5:04 PM

172 See # 5. 5/7/2018 4:50 PM

173 Needs a crossing guard on Greenfield and Ashland 5/7/2018 4:47 PM

174 Unmarked intersections along Iowa especially in the afternoon 5/7/2018 4:45 PM

175 Lathrop avenue is really crowded and congested near the metra tracks It's very hard to cross lake
street for young children

5/7/2018 4:20 PM

176 Stop sign at Augusta and Keystone frequently has cars blow through it. So does Park and Division 5/7/2018 3:48 PM

177 none 5/7/2018 3:06 PM

178 On Thatcher, cars back out of driveways very fast often without regard for children on the
sidewalk. There are also cars cutting through the Mosaic Montessori (RFUMC) parking lots to
bypass Lake/Thatcher traffic. Cars at the stop signs along Oak, between Thatcher and Park don't
always give pedestrians/children right of way.

5/7/2018 2:50 PM

179 I have not allowed this for fear of my son getting run over. We are still trying to figure a safe route
for him to take to and from Willard.

5/7/2018 2:47 PM

180 The traffic at Division street in the mornings is ridiculous and unsafe, even with the crossing guard.
Too many people in a rush and MANY of the Trinity kids are dropped off (illegally) on Lathrop and
cause a traffic back up. Cars don't know when to cross and pedestrians don't know when to cross
either. Trinity needs to be a better partner in the neighborhood and stop the drop offs on Lathrop.
Even their own school buses stop and let off kids on Lathrop.

5/7/2018 2:33 PM

181 Na 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

182 Same as above 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

183 crossing at lake and thatcher 5/7/2018 2:09 PM

184 park and oak is much better since adding the crossing guard 5/7/2018 2:07 PM

185 Yes. Crossing Division without a stop sign. Would love to see a stop sign at Division and Ashland. 5/7/2018 2:00 PM

186 Yes. See last answer 5/7/2018 6:56 AM

187 corner of Park and Greenfield there are a lot of cars that go fast and it is a common place for
children trying to cross the street to get to school.

5/6/2018 11:48 PM
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188 Chicago and Lathrop, and cars in front of the library pulling out of parking spots or trying to turn in
to the school parking lot don't see students

5/6/2018 8:38 PM

189 See question 2. Also, cars do not actually stop at Franklin/Hawthorn viaduct intersection. Just a
rolling stop.

5/5/2018 8:29 AM

190 The crossing guard at Ashland/Lake does not stop traffic for non-St. Luke’s students. Lincoln
students and parents have to fend for themselves.

5/4/2018 9:26 PM

191 Same as above - Lathrop and Greenfield is busy and Ashland and Greenfield also busy with lots of
turning cars and or backed up cars blocking the crosswalk when it gets busy.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

192 TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost? The entire length of Iowa St is a
disaster, with the exception of Lathrop.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM

193 same as above. 5/4/2018 5:00 PM

194 The intersection at Washington and Keystone is dangerous. I have personally been nearly hit
multiple times so I worry a lot about our kids.

5/4/2018 4:50 PM
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Q8 For individuals who do not have children attending a River Forest
school, do you have any feedback regarding any safety issues for

students regarding traffic flow, walking, bicycling, etc. that affects student
experiences as they go to and from school?

Answered: 65 Skipped: 247

# RESPONSES DATE

1 Traffic back ups on Lake and Lathroo at pickup times 5/19/2018 12:20 PM

2 N/A 5/15/2018 8:02 PM

3 Speeding Proper street markings to warn drivers of school zones Parent and students distracted
driving and walking

5/15/2018 6:08 PM

4 The lack of consistency in stop signs, 4-way, 2-way, no way is confusing for drivers and
pedestrians alike.

5/15/2018 3:00 PM

5 There is no safe road lane for bikes in this town, especially on main roadways like Lake, Lathrop,
Thatcher due to street parking. The speeders are dangerous to those of us biking to school and
work.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

6 n/a 5/14/2018 8:09 PM

7 Many students also walk/bike to Lake street after school to go shopping or to eat. Jackson/Lake (at
Jewel) should also have a "beg button" with lights for pedestrians. Chicago/Bonnie Brae is a very
busy crossing for Concordia, Grace Lutheran, Dominican, OPRFHS Cross Country and D90
students. There should be a "beg light" for a pedestrian crossing there as it is hard to be seen.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

8 No 5/11/2018 9:50 AM

9 na 5/11/2018 9:39 AM

10 N/a 5/11/2018 6:20 AM

11 no 5/10/2018 8:35 PM

12 Be on the lookout with sharing roads with bicyclists and cars. There are young children learning
traffic rules while walking to school.

5/10/2018 4:32 PM

13 none 5/10/2018 3:14 PM

14 no 5/10/2018 11:54 AM

15 yes- I know several residents on Franklin who have expressed concern about vehicle traffic and
frustrated drivers who speed down Oak because they are aggravated with the parked cars.
Walking to school would alleviate vehicle congestion but parents need to feel comfortable that their
child will arrive at school safely.

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

16 No 5/10/2018 8:29 AM

17 The signs along Lake Street are confusing about crosswalks . People stop for no reason and
almost cause accidents daily

5/9/2018 11:13 PM

18 No 5/9/2018 10:45 PM

19 No 5/9/2018 9:32 PM

20 2 5/9/2018 6:38 PM

21 N/A 5/9/2018 6:12 PM

22 N/a 5/9/2018 6:00 PM

23 na 5/9/2018 5:47 PM

24 n/a 5/9/2018 4:16 PM

25 Since my student recently left Roosevelt for OPRF, I feel like I can answer as a parent who has
students who attend. I am very concerned about student safety at intersections such as Lake &
Lathrop, and Oak & Lathrop.

5/9/2018 4:14 PM
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26 NA 5/9/2018 4:04 PM

27 Need more crossing guards on the commuter heavy streets like Washington & Lake. We have 1
@ Chicago and Lathrop but not Lathrop & lake

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

28 N/A 5/9/2018 3:50 PM

29 I live right by the corner of Harlem and Chicago and it is a notoriously dangerous intersection
during rush hours.

5/9/2018 3:09 PM

30 N/A 5/9/2018 3:04 PM

31 On division when kids are getting out of soccer games/park some cars driving fast and not being
careful that not too long ago someone passed me using the other side of the street.

5/9/2018 3:02 PM

32 N/A 5/9/2018 2:57 PM

33 Trinity tends to have a lot of fast driving cars driven aggressively by teens after dismissal leaving
their campus.

5/9/2018 2:45 PM

34 N/a 5/9/2018 2:43 PM

35 N/A 5/9/2018 2:39 PM

36 N/A 5/9/2018 2:33 PM

37 Addressed above. 5/9/2018 2:31 PM

38 NA 5/9/2018 2:22 PM

39 no 5/9/2018 2:18 PM

40 Same as above 5/9/2018 2:07 PM

41 Frequently, we see cars going through the stop sign headed east on Hawthorne at the Keystone
Ave viaduct.

5/9/2018 1:56 PM

42 As stated above, Keystone has become a traffic thoroughfare and rates of speed top 40mph. So
many of these people are not paying attention and going at such a high rate of speed if they were
to have to stop suddenly I fear the outcome.

5/9/2018 1:23 PM

43 The intersection at Keystone and Hawthorne is dangerous. Heavy commuter vehicle traffic, in a
more heavily-used pedestrian (adults and many children, due to park locales) intersection.

5/9/2018 10:54 AM

44 Police need to enforce the inconsiderate adults driving around schools. Waste of community tax
dollars exploring routes that students will not detour to use.

5/9/2018 9:15 AM

45 See above 5/9/2018 8:47 AM

46 My kids use all three schools and i consistently talk about safety. Maybe host safety classes for
kids.

5/9/2018 4:23 AM

47 I do not trust other drivers. People are completely distracted. Our kids have to be taught to not
expect people to see them or slow down for them. Not sure how that can be fixed

5/8/2018 10:09 PM

48 See above regarding walking safety crossing east-west streets. 5/8/2018 7:08 PM

49 No good crosswalk across Hawthorne at Thatcher. Very dangerous traffic flows there. 5/8/2018 6:25 AM

50 Na 5/7/2018 10:46 PM

51 Speeding traffic. 5/7/2018 10:23 PM

52 N/A 5/7/2018 10:20 PM

53 Not applicable 5/7/2018 9:28 PM

54 Drivers on Lake exceed the speed limit and can be very unsafe in the morning 5/7/2018 6:28 PM

55 For students walking from the south end of River Forest, I know the light at Franklin and
Washington does not give a lot of time for crossing.

5/7/2018 6:22 PM

56 N/a 5/7/2018 5:04 PM

57 no 5/7/2018 3:06 PM

58 I am amazed that kids don’t even bother look both ways when crossing the street. Parents and
teachers should teach them how to cross a street. This is very evident around Roosevelt. It shocks
me that kids run right in front of cars.

5/7/2018 2:55 PM

59 No 5/7/2018 2:47 PM
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60 I live south of the tracks and I'm concerned about sending my kids to school when they're older
because of how dangerous the car traffic is on Hawthorne

5/7/2018 2:30 PM

61 Na 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

62 No 5/7/2018 6:56 AM

63 I live on Oak Avenue, a primary route for many students to and from Roosevelt Middle School. I
consider the main threat to safety of children bicycling to and from school is the careless disregard
for their basic traffic regulations, in particular stop signs. 99+% of all the kids passing my house
run the stop at Oak and William without even slowing down, much less stopping as is required by
state law for bicycles as well as cars. One of the main reason I believe this is occurring is the poor
example set by adults in this community. When a cyclists runs a stop at an intersection I am
crossing I will give them a horn to let them know they are in violation, their reaction is frequently an
obscene gesture. I have also observed a number of cyclists going the wrong way on the one way
portion of Central Avenue. Contributing to the problem is the negligence on the part of the Police
by not enforcing traffic law as it applies to adult cyclists. Police are also prone to making rolling
stops at stop signs. This type of "California Stop" would result in a ticket if the same level of stop
was picked up on a red light camera before making a right on red.

5/6/2018 8:47 AM

64 See above. 5/5/2018 8:29 AM

65 TOO MANY UNCONTROLLED intersection. In this age of impatient, distracted drivers, the Village
must take action to improve vehicle and pedestrians by adding stop signs to all intersections. Even
though I live four blocks from the school, my child has no choice but to navigate AT LEAST one
uncontrolled intersection. How much can a stop sign cost? The entire length of Iowa St is a
disaster, with the exception of Lathrop.

5/4/2018 5:01 PM
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Q9 Feel free to provide any general comments on the safe walking routes
to school program not covered in this survey.

Answered: 79 Skipped: 233

# RESPONSES DATE

1 There has been an influx of young families on the south side of Washington. Think a crossing
guard coming back this way would be terrific since there is no light by Franklin, Park or Ashland.

5/18/2018 7:17 PM

2 The walking school bus program at Willard has been a huge help by getting kids walking, getting a
critical mass and parent buy-in. I somewhat dislike the rule that kids must have a parent under
grade 3.

5/18/2018 5:06 PM

3 walk on oak to get to Lincoln, there are crossing guards at almost every street 5/18/2018 7:38 AM

4 Need to enforce safe routes thry schools and education new parents 5/15/2018 6:08 PM

5 A crossing light that could be activated by pedestrians and cyclists on the corner of Thatcher and
Oak to facilitate crossing Thatcher.

5/15/2018 2:18 PM

6 The constant overflow of traffic from other towns that utilize our main roads creates danger as
these people do not care about pedestrians or bikers - they speed to get through town and it's
getting worse.

5/15/2018 11:36 AM

7 It would be great if there were designated walking/biking/driving routes to each school. That way
drivers and pedestrians would know what to expect in terms of traffic during specific times before
and after school. Locals that wanted to avoid school traffic could then plan alternate routes.

5/14/2018 8:09 PM

8 The intersection of Harlem/Lake (N/W corner pedestrian request button does not work). SW corner
has an insane green arrow on red going East on Lake, such that pedestrians are put at great risk,
as none of the other corners at the busy intersection have green arrows on red. OPRFHS high
school students who live in RF also use that intersection to/from school or the L train.

5/14/2018 11:35 AM

9 all traffic at uncontrolled intersections 5/14/2018 10:56 AM

10 There are few intersections that have a sign to stop for pedestrians in that intersection (i.e.
Washington and Park). Usually none of the cars stop, but sometimes a car in one direction will
stop to let us cross and the car behind them goes around them in the parking lane nearly hitting
us. This also happens at Forest and Washington when we try to cross the street to get to the park
so I only let my kids cross Washington where there is a four way stop (Keystone) or a light. The
intersection of Keystone and Washington is also a problem. Cars there often do not stop at the
stop sign or roll through it. It is dangerous to cross there especially during rush hour. Also drivers
are speeding down Washington and passing cars in the parking lane.

5/14/2018 9:14 AM

11 I think one freak accident of a student unfortunately hit by a car has cost the village and D90 a
whole lot of money. Parents need to teach their kids Street safety and all drivers need to be more
patient.

5/12/2018 6:55 AM

12 I think there should be a 4-way stop at Park & Lake. Cars traveling eastbound on Lake are always
having trouble turning left onto Park for student dropoff, and car traveling north on Park cannot
easily cross Lake and there is heavy pedestrian traffic.

5/11/2018 5:03 PM

13 in general problems are from parents behaving badly and not respecting rules. 5/11/2018 9:39 AM

14 No additional comments 5/11/2018 6:20 AM

15 Traffic around the RF train station is a part of life and living in RF. The traffic increases around the
beginning and the ending of the work day which is the same time that students are traveling back
and forth to school. This can be a dangerous combination if rules of the road are not clear. We do
need to add more stop signs on streets where cars travel too fast (Keystone) and there should not
be intersections at this busy location where there are no yield or stop signage (Keystone and
Hawthorne)

5/10/2018 4:05 PM

16 The children who live in the north east corner of River Forest need a way to get to school where
there are crosswalks somewhere they can use. This is not currently the case as I see it or they
would have to walk well out of their way to use it. I hope it gets better.

5/10/2018 11:54 AM

17 The presence of crossing guards on Oak is great, but they need to take a little more initiative and
move to where the kids are crossing.

5/10/2018 9:43 AM
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18 As a parent of three Lincoln Elementary School students, I feel some drastic measures need to be
taken to ensure the safety of walking/biking routes to school for students. Either speed bumps or
speed cameras (as used in Chicago's school and park zones) should be implemented on
Hawthorne and Central Avenues to create a safer environment for our youngest residents.
Research shows that these are effective in slowing traffic while and providing additional revenue to
the village. The River Forest Police department does not have enough officers to patrol every
street where speeding is occurring.

5/10/2018 8:56 AM

19 Parents/Residents are appreciative that that D90 and the village are taking action for our children's
safety. While the concept of recommending a safe passage to school sounds good on paper, it is
doubtful that parents/students will plug in their home address and follow the recommended route
(esp. middle schoolers)

5/10/2018 8:51 AM

20 I feel the amount of crossing guards is very good. 5/10/2018 8:03 AM

21 I think RF can do a better job making kids safer and allowing parents to feel better about letting
their kids walk and bike to school

5/10/2018 7:05 AM

22 Hope there is a pedestrian / bike bridge at Jackson and Lathrop intersection 5/10/2018 6:47 AM

23 we must preserve the freedom and goodness of letting kids walk and bike to school! it is a key
reason that we moved to this town! I would hate for the response to be that we stop letting our kids
learn the simple, lifelong joys of walking to school in the community.

5/9/2018 11:45 PM

24 Wish scooters were allowed especially for the younger kids 5/9/2018 10:53 PM

25 Training the crossing guards in traffic control Police to pull over speeders 5/9/2018 10:39 PM

26 I'd like to see a crossing guard at Lathrop and Greenfield as well as Ashland and Division 5/9/2018 10:39 PM

27 all safe routes end at perimeter intersections :-) 5/9/2018 10:34 PM

28 I live on a block that is one way during school hours. There is a large one way traffic cone /marker
that is placed at the end of the block each school morning to provide a physical reminder and
impediment to traffic entering the block from the wrong direction. My concern is that this traffic
cone is frequently left up long past the 4pm time restriction. In fact I have seen it left up long after
dark. This “safety measure” then becomes a danger to residents as traffic (both cars and bikes)
are forced to veer to avoid it.

5/9/2018 9:38 PM

29 None 5/9/2018 9:32 PM

30 Would be helpful to have crossing guard somewhere along Washington to help kids cross that
busy street

5/9/2018 7:38 PM

31 The crossing guard at Franklin/lake. is GREAT 5/9/2018 6:38 PM

32 N/a 5/9/2018 6:00 PM

33 River Forest needs to have either a yield or stop sign on at least one side of every intersection.
There have been numerous accidents and way too many close calls because of lack of consistent
yield or stop signs.

5/9/2018 5:56 PM

34 na 5/9/2018 5:47 PM

35 We live relatively close to school, maybe 15-20 min walk. they know to cross at the lights at
Washington and at Lake St. The crossing guards do a pretty good job getting the kids across the
streets.

5/9/2018 4:47 PM

36 Many of our intersections don't have stop signs in any direction. Some people can be confused by
these and throw in young children walking or on bicycles and I fear a car may not stop when they
should simply because they think a lack of a stop sign suggests they don't have to.

5/9/2018 4:22 PM

37 The additional crossing guards along Oak make our current walking route feel safer, as the high-
traffic intersections near schools now have a crossing guard. We value the walkability of the
community and hope that students walking/biking to school becomes more and more the norm.
There is safety in numbers for students walking or riding together and the car traffic will also begin
to adjust expectations as there are greater numbers of pedestrians. We disagree with District 90's
policy against K-1 graders having bicycles at school. Our children have used bicycles from a young
age, and we accompany them while they are learning more to be aware of their environment. We
believe this will make them safer travelers as they grow independently from us. Additionally, more
students and more parents traveling outside of cars helps normalize this behavior, reducing car
trips, which has positive externalities for the whole community. This should be encouraged and not
discouraged.

5/9/2018 4:21 PM
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38 Thanks for taking up this issue. I was going to suggest this issue to my daughters Girl Scout troop
for their Bronze Award before the village took the issue up. Maybe there is still something they can
do to help.

5/9/2018 4:16 PM

39 We should consider speed bumps in areas where school zones are located as drivers rarely
adhere to posted school zone speeds limits.

5/9/2018 4:04 PM

40 Streets need better lighting. When the clocks are set back in fall many kids are walking or riding
home from after school activities and sports in the dark. It’s very hard to see them with our current
lighting. We need LED/more/better streetlighting throughout the village

5/9/2018 4:01 PM

41 More stop signs! 5/9/2018 3:48 PM

42 Should make crossing points on Lake just a normal stop sign during school hours. Too much room
for error with crossing guards

5/9/2018 3:29 PM

43 There is a part of me that things this whole “program idea” is silly. You cannot reasonably provide
“safe” routes that cover all variables. The problem is simple: speeding, distracted drivers and
horrible, illogical and missing signage (stop signs etc) in the RF community

5/9/2018 3:10 PM

44 It would be great if the village could establish bike and walking routes that are not the same as
heavily traveled car routes whenever possible (if the village is not considering changing the current
road dynamic to create protected bike lanes).

5/9/2018 3:09 PM

45 A bike path for kids would be great. 5/9/2018 3:02 PM

46 Let's make the crossing guards permanent. What are we talking about $60 a parent a year?
GoFundMe page it up.

5/9/2018 2:57 PM

47 People who do not live in River Forest use Lake Street to commute during rush hour and cars are
often speeding because traffic gets slowed down during the school commute- I think additional
stop signs on Lake Street between Thatcher and Franklin would be helpful. I know the people
driving on Lake Street to commute through River Forest are not at all careful about children walking
to school.

5/9/2018 2:50 PM

48 I think smart phones are a distraction for all ages of drivers. 5/9/2018 2:45 PM

49 None 5/9/2018 2:43 PM

50 N/A 5/9/2018 2:39 PM

51 An earlier school start time would lessen student commuting volumes during peak traffic times 5/9/2018 2:37 PM

52 We can't feasibly staff every intersection with a crossing guard. Focus on Lake and Oak, as those
seem to be the most heavily-trafficked. However, increased signage and more consistent
interdiction by RFPD could help other problem spots, such as along Central and Hawthorne by the
Union Pacific overpass above Franklin and Ashland.

5/9/2018 2:37 PM

53 N/a 5/9/2018 2:35 PM

54 I think the extra crossing guards added on oak st are necessary to keep everyone safe on the way
to school.

5/9/2018 2:24 PM

55 I think more signs should be posted at intersections to avoid confusion. I realize more signs equals
more clutter, but several people fly through them when there are no signs.

5/9/2018 2:23 PM

56 NA 5/9/2018 2:22 PM

57 Ms. Toni (the crossing guard at Lake and Franklin) is the GOLD STANDARD of crossing guards.
She is so precise, consistent, loving, thoughtful and in control.

5/9/2018 2:12 PM

58 Same as above 5/9/2018 2:07 PM

59 It would be nice to have a painted crosswalk at Keystone and Hawthorne. 5/9/2018 8:48 AM

60 The Keystone/Hawthorne intersection is a particular concern. Cars come at it from all directions,
there are a lot of pedestrians headed to the train, and I’m always worried about my kids at this
intersection.

5/9/2018 7:12 AM

61 Please do not ignore those south of the train tracks. Many many children funnel through those
underpasses on the way to school.

5/9/2018 6:43 AM

62 South river forest is overall ignored in my opinion for walk to School safe routes. Hawthorne street
is super dangerous due to the viaduct causing blind spots for drivers.

5/8/2018 8:52 PM

63 The speed limit should be enforced. 5/8/2018 1:46 PM

64 Glad that we now have crossing guards, as I think this will help. 5/8/2018 12:14 PM
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65 I would like more visible bike lanes. 5/8/2018 8:49 AM

66 Glad to know the issue is being addressed to offer peace of mind while our son bikes to Willard. 5/7/2018 10:46 PM

67 Speed trap more. Speed bumps? 5/7/2018 10:23 PM

68 —- 5/7/2018 9:28 PM

69 Crossing guards sometimes act as traffic cops. Well intentioned, but Can be a bit dangerous bc of
the confusion

5/7/2018 9:19 PM

70 See above 5/7/2018 5:04 PM

71 The safety of children must always come first. Not lateness or your rush to get somewhere.
Remind drivers that pedestrians have the right of way. Drivers think that just bc there isn't a stop
sign, they don't have to stop. The laws actually dictate that drivers are to stop for pedestrians at the
crosswalk.

5/7/2018 2:33 PM

72 Clear route with crossing guards 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

73 Stop signs on Oak at Franklin and Ashland 5/7/2018 2:24 PM

74 I'm not sure there is a safe walking route with no crossing guard at lake and thatcher from our
home on the south side of lake to Lincoln. Traffic turns right with no regard for pedestrians on all
side streets.

5/7/2018 2:09 PM

75 Would love to identify routes that kids could bike with monitors throughout the village. 5/7/2018 2:00 PM

76 Need a safe crossing at Greenfield and park. 5/7/2018 6:56 AM

77 Educating residents and non-residents about uncontrolled intersections. I see people everyday not
even brake at these intersections...and it is very scary. Maybe talk with Concordia and Dominican
to put some sort of email to the students/teachers about how to drive with all our uncontrolled
intersections. We live right off Iowa, and all those intersections are concerning.

5/6/2018 9:42 AM

78 I would LOVE to see less people on their phones while driving around, especially around schools
where there are so many kids. In addition to safety, it sets a terrible example for older kids who are
soon to be drivers themselves. This is not only a parent problem, obviously, and it would be nice to
see no cell phones while driving enforced.

5/4/2018 5:23 PM

79 Please, please, please review all uncontrolled intersections and add stop signs. 5/4/2018 5:01 PM
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                  MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE: November 1, 2018 
 
TO:  Eric Palm 
  Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Joan Rock 

Finance Director 
  
SUBJECT:  2018 Property Tax Levy 
 
 

Attached is An Ordinance Levying Taxes for Corporate Purposes for the Current Fiscal Year 
Commencing on the 1st Day of May, 2018 and Ending on the 30th Day of April, 2019.  The ordinance 
itemizes the levy to be approved for the Village’s General Fund, including Police Pension and 
Firefighter’s Pension contributions, and the River Forest Public Library. The amounts in the 
Budgeted column in the ordinance are taken from the approved Fiscal Year 2019 Budget.  The 
amount of the annual budget intended to be paid by property taxes is in the Levied column.  
Following is a comparison of the 2017 and 2018 levies:  

 

 
 
The property tax increase on existing property is 2.1% due to the December 2016 to December 2017 
increase in the Consumer Price Index as permitted per the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law 
(PTELL).  The balance of the increase is due to property taxes on the estimated amount of new 
construction for 2018 ($4,000,000). If the actual amount of new construction is lower than the 
estimated amount, the levy will be reduced by the County.  Although the impact on individual 
homeowners will vary, the average increase in the Corporate Levy for individual homeowners should 
be about 2.1%, or the increase in the CPI.  
 

Approved 

2017 Levy

Extended 

2017 Levy

Proposed 

2018 Levy

Increase 

(Decrease)

% Inc 

(Dec)

Village Levy 3,944,749$  3,892,461$ 3,727,298$ (165,163)$  -4.24%

Police Pension Levy 1,454,466$  1,434,683$ 1,545,367$ 110,684$   7.71%

Fire Pension Levy 1,133,892$  1,118,665$ 1,355,255$ 236,590$   21.15%

River Forest Library Levy 1,271,893$  1,254,688$ 1,289,812$ 35,124$     2.80%

  Total Corporate Levy (Capped) 7,805,000$  7,700,497$ 7,917,732$ 217,235$   2.82%

Fire Pension (non-capped) 50,558$       52,075$      37,910$      (14,165)$    -27.20%

  Total Corporate Levy  7,855,558$  7,752,572$ 7,955,642$ 203,070$   2.62%

Debt Service 254,272$     266,263$    259,461$    (6,802)$      -2.55%

  Total Levy 8,109,830$  8,018,835$ 8,215,103$ 196,268$   2.45%
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The Corporate Levy to be approved is for $7,955,642.  The debt service amount above is provided 
for in the bond ordinance for the $500,000 General Obligation Limited Bonds, Series 2018.   
A 2018 Property Tax Levy spreadsheet is attached, which details the levy calculation and allocation 
of the levy.  The amounts included for the Police and Firefighters Pension Funds are based on 
Actuarial Reports prepared by our actuary, Todd Schroeder from Lauterbach & Amen, using the 
Village’s Pension Funding Policies.   
 

Employer Pension Fund Contributions 

Fund FY 2019 
Budget 

Actuarial 
Contribution 
Requirement 

Statutory 
Minimum 

Requirement  

2018 
 Property 
Tax Levy 

Police Pension  $1,483,000 $1,545,367 $1,231,439 $1,545,367 

Fire Pension  $1,324,000 $1,393,165 $1,142,629 $1,393,165 

 
The 2018 Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) has been estimated at $590,302,873 or 0.68% higher than 
the 2017 EAV of $586,302,873.  The estimated amount of new construction for 2018 is $4,000,000 
and has been roughly calculated using building permit information.   
 

 Property Tax Rates 
Property Tax 

Rates 
2017 Levy 

 
2018 Levy 

(Estimated) 
Increase 

(Decrease) 

Village $1.1086 $1.1294 $0.0208 
Debt Service $0.0454 $0.0462 $0.0008 
Library $0.2140         $0.2185 $0.0045 

Total $1.3680 $1.3941 $0.0261 
 
The Estimated 2018 Property Tax Levy was presented and accepted by the Village Board on October  
15, 2018.  No changes have been made to the levy since that time.  The Property Tax Levy must be 
filed with Cook County by the last Tuesday in December. 
 
 
Recommended Action:  Motion to pass An Ordinance Levying Taxes for Corporate Purposes for the 
Current Fiscal Year Commencing on the 1st Day of May, 2018 and Ending on the 30th Day of April, 2019 
for the Village of River Forest, Illinois.  
 



2018 Property Tax Levy 1

PURPOSE BUDGETED LEVIED
ADMINISTRATION - 10
Salaries-Regular 568,424$   28,809$   
Overtime 500 
Insurance Refusal Reimbursement 2,265 
Salaries-Part-time 5,000 
FICA 32,242             2,033 
Medicare 8,423 - 
IMRF 63,244             3,162 
Employee Assistance Program 1,750 
Fringe Benefits 7,830 
Health Insurance 61,911             
Life Insurance 720 
VEBA Contributions 15,643             
Wellness Program 1,500 
Communications 29,825             
Auditing 20,090             1,005 
Actuarial Services 9,800 
Consulting Services 130,000           
IT Support 123,925           
Vehicle Sticker Program 17,625             
Health/Inspection Services 15,500             
Unemployment Claims 1,500 750 
Bank Fees 11,998             
Liability Insurance 279,790           
IRMA Liability Deductible 35,000             
Maintenance of Office Equipment 11,041             
Training 7,000 
Travel & Meeting 9,550 
Dues & Subscriptions 25,545             
Printing 3,400 
Medical & Screening 1,500 
Advertising/Legal Notice 2,600 
Employee Recognition 9,250 
Office Supplies 16,125             
Office Equipment 3,000 
Postage 10,500             
Transfer to TIF-Madison - 
Transfer to TIF-North 50,000             
Sub-Total 1,594,016$      35,759$   

levied for the purpose specified against all the taxable property in the Village for the fiscal year

ORDINANCE NO. 3722

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING TAXES FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES FOR THE CURRENT 
FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING ON THE 1ST DAY OF MAY, 2018 AND ENDING ON THE 

30TH DAY OF APRIL, 2019  FOR THE VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS

BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest,
County of Cook, and State of Illinois:

Section 1:   That the total amount budgeted for all corporate purposes legally made and
eligible to be collected from the tax levy of the current fiscal year is hereby ascertained to be 
the sum of $17,366,444.

Section 2:   That a tax for the following sums of money, or as much thereof as may be
authorized by law, to defray all expenses and liabilities of the Village be and the same is hereby 

commencing on the 1st day of May, 2018 and ending on the 30th day of April, 2019.



2018 Property Tax Levy 2

PURPOSE BUDGETED LEVIED
LEVY FOR CORPORATE PURPOSES 28,809$   
LEVY FOR FICA/MEDICARE 2,033$   
LEVY FOR IMRF 3,162$   
LEVY FOR AUDITING 1,005$   
LEVY FOR UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION INSURANCE 750$   
DIVISION 14 - E911
Consulting Services 3,000$   
IT Support 8,000              
Maint Operating Equip 500 
Training 1,050              
Travel & Meeting 1,500              
WSCDC Contribution 382,306           
Citizens Corps Council 5,000              
Medical Reserve Corp 500 
Sub-Total 401,856$   - 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS-15
Consulting Services 72,450$   
Secretarial Services 3,500 
Legal Services 2,500 
Training 1,000 
Travel & Meetings 200 
Dues & Subscriptions 375 
Medical & Screening 3,000 
Testing 15,000             
Advertising/Legal Notice 1,250 
Office Supplies/Equipment 150 
Postage - 
Sub-Total 99,425$   - 
BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT - 20
Salaries-Regular 247,556$   
Overtime 500 
Insurance Refusal Reimbursement 1,373 
FICA 15,190             
Medicare 3,621 
IMRF 27,366             
Fringe Benefits 1,980 
Health Insurance 44,795             
Life Insurance 147 
HDHP Contributions 8,893 
Professional Services 11,450             
Inspections 65,350             
Plan Review 30,000             
Maintenance of Vehicles 400 
Training 500 
Dues & Subscriptions 845 
Advertising/Legal Notice - 
Office Supplies 400 
Office Equipment 150 
Gas & Oil 280 
Operating Supplies 500 
Transfer to CERF 2,687 
Sub-Total 463,983$   -$   
LEGAL - 30
Legal Services 20,000$   
Village Attorney 100,000           
Village Prosecutor 12,000             
Sub-Total 132,000$   - 
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PURPOSE BUDGETED LEVIED
POLICE DEPARTMENT - 40
Salaries-Sworn 2,671,534$      1,988,867$   
Salaries/ASO-Secretaries 130,730           90,000 
Specialist Pay 40,426             
Holiday Pay 125,869           
Overtime Pay 175,000           90,000 
IDOT STEP Overtime 19,788             
Educational Incentives 40,100             
Insurance Refusal Reimb 1,525 
Part-time Salaries 46,592             
FICA 12,079             2,838 
Medicare 44,672             
IMRF 18,364             918 
Fringe Benefits 1,800 
Health Insurance 482,880           
Health Insurance - Retirees 83,526             
Life Insurance 2,057 
HDHP Contributions 76,614             
Contribution to Police Pension 1,545,367        1,545,367           
Communications 3,068 
Administrative Adjudication 23,220             
Data Processing Support 14,266             
Animal Control 2,500 
Maintenance Equipment 14,816             
Maintenance Vehicles 45,000             
Maintenance of Buildings 1,000 
Training 24,950             
Community Support Services 102,605           
Travel & Meeting 4,450 
Dues & Subscriptions 8,303 
Printing 5,790 
Medical & Screening 5,015 
Damage Claims 2,500 
Office Supplies/Equipment 10,000             
Gas & Oil 40,581             
Uniforms/Sworn Personnel 27,400             
Uniforms Other Personnel 800 
Prisoner Care 2,608 
Operating Supplies 9,868 
Radios 12,595             
Firearms and Range Supplies 16,440             
Evidence Supplies 6,950 
DUI Expenditures 7,632 
Article 36 Seizures 6,110 
Drug Forfeiture Expenditures 6,560 
Transfer to Cap Equip Fund 158,304           
Sub-Total 6,082,254$      3,717,990$   

LEVY FOR POLICE PROTECTION 2,168,867$   
LEVY FOR FICA/MEDICARE 2,838$   
LEVY FOR IMRF 918$   
LEVY FOR POLICE PENSION 1,545,367$   
FIRE DEPARTMENT - 50
Salaries-Sworn 1,818,361$      1,208,419$   
Salaries-Regular 111,206$   30,000$   
Specialist Pay 136,475           90,000 
Holiday Pay 77,311             50,000 
Overtime Pay 120,000           90,000 
Compensated Absences-Separations - 
Educational Incentives 14,600             
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PURPOSE BUDGETED LEVIED
Insurance Refusal Reimbursements 1,500 
ICMA Retirement Contract - 
FICA 6,932 1,999 
Medicare 33,048             - 
IMRF 12,244             612 
Fringe Benefits 1,200 
Health Insurance 310,124           
Health Insurance - Retirees 40,174             
Life Insurance 1,487 
HDHP Contributions 54,194             
Contribution to Fire Pension 1,393,165        1,393,165           
Communications 6,300 
IT Support 7,126 
Maintenance of Equipment 7,300 
Maintenance of Vehicles 38,250             
Maintenance of Office Equipment 500 
Maintenance of Buildings 3,500 
Training 24,750             
Community Support Services 16,300             
Travel & Meetings 6,550 
Dues & Subscriptions 3,465 
Medical & Screening 15,000             
Office Supplies 1,500 
Gas & Oil 14,850             
Uniforms Sworn Personnel 17,400             
Operating Supplies/Equipment 23,300             
Transfer to Capital Equipment Fund 148,093           
Sub-Total 4,466,205$      2,864,195$   
LEVY FOR FIRE PROTECTION 1,468,419$   
LEVY FOR FICA/MEDICARE 1,999$   
LEVY FOR IMRF 612$   
LEVY FOR FIRE PENSION 1,355,255$   
LEVY FOR FIRE PENSION EXEMPT FROM PTELL 37,910$   

PUBLIC WORKS - 60-01
Full-Time Salaries 494,546$   43,031$   
Certification Pay 7,950 
Overtime 50,000             
Part-time Salaries 8,000 
FICA 34,105             2,111 
Medicare 8,117 - 
IMRF 54,875             2,744 
Fringe Benefits 4,140 
Health Insurance 134,187           
Health Insurance - Retirees 14,790             
Life Insurance 264 
HDHP Contributions 5,963 
Communications 1,210 
Consulting Services 20,500             
IT Support 22,080             
JULIE Participation 1,000 
Maintenance of Equipment 3,500 
Maintenance of Vehicle 25,500             
Maintenance Traffic/St Lights 73,380             
Tree Maintenance 89,500             
Maint Buildings & Grounds 65,040             
Maintenance of Sidewalks 55,000             
Maintenance Streets 108,000           
Training 1,200 
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PURPOSE BUDGETED LEVIED
Travel & Meeting 6,460 
Dues & Subscriptions 2,310 
Medical & Screening 1,550 
Advertising/Legal Notice 1,000 
Dumping Fees 13,000             
Damage Claims 25,000             
Street Light Electricity 27,500             
Office Supplies 1,000 
Gas & Oil 19,551             
Uniforms 5,575 
Vehicle Parts 10,000             
Operating Supplies & Equipment 45,620             
Trees 22,000             
Snow & Ice Control 39,930             
Transfer to Capital Equipment Fund 115,087           
Sub-Total 1,618,430$      47,886$   

LEVY FOR STREET & BRIDGE 26,400$   
LEVY FOR FORESTRY 16,631$   
LEVY FOR FICA/MEDICARE 2,111$   
LEVY FOR IMRF 2,744$   

SANITATION - 60-05
Collection and Disposal 1,067,161$  
Leaf Disposal 68,000$   
Operating Supplies 500 
Sub-Total 1,135,661$  -$   

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 15,993,830$   6,665,830$   

DEBT SERVICE FUND
Bank Fees 1,500$   
GO Bond Principal and Interest 253,584           259,461              

TOTAL DEBT SERVICE FUND 255,084$   259,461$   

PUBLIC LIBRARY
Salaries 685,000$   685,000$   
Health Insurance 56,000             56,000 
IMRF  57,000             57,000 
FICA/Medicare 53,000             53,000 
Payroll Services 3,000 3,000 
Insurance 11,000             11,000 
Auditing 7,000 6,750 
Staff Training 3,000 3,000 
Membership Dues 3,400 - 
Professional Development 10,000             10,000 
Programs 38,800             27,000 
Trustee Training 1,000 - 
Inter-Library Expenses 800 - 
Tech Support Services 12,000             12,000 
Automation-Swan/Rails 32,500             32,500 
Youth Interventionist Contract 4,600 - 
Consultant Fees 6,000 4,000 
Postage & Delivery 3,600 - 
Telephone/Internet 14,500             14,500 
Copier Lease 2,500 - 
Books 72,500             67,562 
Periodicals 6,500 6,500 
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PURPOSE BUDGETED LEVIED
Automation Subscription 15,500             15,500 
Audio-Visual/Online 87,000             82,000 
Office Supplies 4,200 4,200 
Library Supplies 5,000 5,000 
Copy and Printing Supplies 1,300 - 
Advertising 3,000 - 
Printing 5,000 - 
Misc Expenses 2,500 - 
Equipment and Furniture 10,000             10,000 
Technology Equipment 1,500 1,500 
Strategic Incentives 5,000 2,000 
Building Materials and Supplies 4,800 4,800 
Custodial Services 60,000             60,000 
Utilities 11,000             11,000 
Copier Maintenance 2,500 - 
Capital 45,000             45,000 
TOTAL PUBLIC LIBRARY 1,347,000$      1,289,812$   

GRAND TOTAL 17,595,914$     8,215,103$   
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LEVY SUMMARY
AMOUNT

PURPOSE LEVIED
Levy For General Corporate Purposes 28,809$   
Levy for Auditing 1,005 
Levy for Police Protection 2,168,867           
Levy for Fire Protection 1,468,419           
Levy for Street & Bridge 26,400 
Levy for Forestry 16,631 
Levy for Unemployment Compensation 750 
Levy for FICA/Medicare 8,981 

 Administration 2,033       
 Police 2,838       
 Fire 1,999       
 Public Works 2,111       

Levy for Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund 7,436 
 Administration 3,162       
 Police 918          
 Fire 612          
 Public Works 2,744       

Levy for Fire Pension Fund 1,355,255           
Levy for Fire Pension Fund exempt from PTELL 37,910 
Levy for Police Pension Fund 1,545,367           
Levy for Debt Service 259,461              
Levy for Public Library 1,289,812           

TOTAL AMOUNT OF LEVY 8,215,103$   

 AYES: Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez

Catherine Adduci, Village President

 NAYS: None

 ABSENT: None

ADOPTED this 26th day of November 2018.

ATTEST:

________________________
Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk

Published in pamphlet form November 26, 2018

Section 3:   That there is hereby levied upon all property subject to taxation within the Village
according to the assessed valuation thereof, to be collected from the tax levy for the current
fiscal year for the purposes herein stated, the respective amounts itemized in the preceding
Section.

Section 4:   The Village Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to file with the County Clerk
of Cook County, Illinois, a certified copy of this Ordinance as required by law.

Section 5:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval
and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law.



7,864,033     

Estimated 2018 EAV 590,302,873 586,302,873  Estimated 2018 EAV 590,302,873  

Less: 2018 Estimated disconnections & New EAV (4,000,000)    4,000,000        Limiting Rate 1.3413           

Total (B) 586,302,873 590,302,873    PTELL Reduced Levy (cap) 7,917,732      

Limiting Rate (A/B) 1.3413

Category

 Original 

Levy 

  

Extended 

Levy 

 Proposed 

Levy 

Loss 

%  Loss Amount  Total Levy 

 Est PTELL 

Adjustment Tax Rate

 Tax Rate 

Ceiling 

Corporate 82,074      80,909       28,809          3.0% 864 29,673         (864) 0.0049% 0.4375%

Police Pension 1,454,466 1,434,683  1,545,367     3.0% 46,361 1,591,728    (46,361)          0.2618%

Fire Pension 1,133,892 1,118,665  1,355,255     3.0% 40,658 1,395,913    (40,658)          0.2296%

IMRF 29,317      29,315       7,436            3.0% 223 7,659           (223) 0.0013%

Street & Bridge 50,137      49,249       26,400          3.0% 792 27,192         (792) 0.0045% 0.1000%

Fire Protection 1,580,015 1,558,979  1,468,419     3.0% 44,053 1,512,472    (44,053)          0.2488% 0.6000%

Police Protection 2,124,448 2,095,446  2,168,867     3.0% 65,066 2,233,933    (65,066)          0.3674% 0.6000%

Social Security 43,652      43,386       8,981            3.0% 269 9,250           (269) 0.0015%

Auditing 5,520        5,863         1,005            3.0% 30 1,035           (30) 0.0002%

Forestry 29,111      28,728       16,631          3.0% 499 17,130         (499) 0.0028% 0.0500%

Unemployment Insurance 475           586            750 3.0% 23 773 (23) 0.0001%

Total 6,533,107 6,445,809  6,627,920     198,838 6,826,758    (198,838)        1.1228%

River Forest Library 1,271,893 1,254,688  1,289,812     3.0% 38,694 1,328,506    (38,694)          0.2185% 0.6000%

Total Tax Cap 7,805,000 7,700,497  7,917,732     237,532 8,155,264    (237,532)        1.3413%

Non-Tax Cap Category

Debt Svc Extension Base Bonds 254,272    266,263     259,461        5.0% 12,973 272,434       0.0462%

Fire Pension - PA 93-0689 50,558      52,075       37,910          3.0% 1,137 39,047         0.0066%

Total 304,830    318,338     297,371        14,110 311,481       - 311,481 0.0528%

Grand Total 8,109,830 8,018,835  8,215,103     251,642 8,466,745    (237,532)        1.3941%

 Total Corporate Levy 

(Excluding Debt Svc) 7,855,558 7,752,572  7,955,642     238,669 8,194,311    (237,532)        7,956,779         

Percentage Increase over prior year's extension (Truth in Taxation) 2.62% (Excludes Debt Service)

Percentage Increase over prior year's extended levy (Total Levy) 2.45%

272,434            

39,047 

6,627,920         

1,289,812         

7,917,732         

Village of River Forest

2018 Property Tax Levy 

2018 Est. EAV existing property

Add: Est. 2018 New EAV

Estimated 2018 EAV

8,229,213         

8,981 

1,005 

 2017 Aggregate Extension inflated by CPI (A) 

1,355,255         

7,436 

26,400 

1,468,419         

2,168,867         

2017 2018

 Est PTELL 

Levy 

28,809 

1,545,367         

16,631 

750 







 
 
 
 
 

 
TRUTH IN TAXATION 

 
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

 
 
 
 
 

I, Catherine Adduci, Village President, hereby certify that I am the 
presiding officer of the Village of River Forest, Illinois, and as such 
presiding officer I certify that the levy ordinance, a copy of which is 
attached, was adopted pursuant to, and in all respects in compliance with, 
the provisions of the Illinois Property Tax Code – Truth in Taxation Law, 
35 ILCS 200/18-60 through 8-85. 
 
This certificate applies to the 2018 levy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________       ___________________ 
Catherine Adduci, Village President    Date 
 
 



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: December 7, 2018 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees 
 
From: Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
Subj:  Amendment to Lease Agreement with T-Mobile 
 ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Issue:  The Village has a lease agreement with T-Mobile for placement of their antenna at the 
elevated water storage tank at the Public Works garage.  There continues to be many changes to the 
telecommunications landscape regarding technology used to transmit signals as well 
consolidation/mergers within the industry.  These considerations recently led to a conversation from 
T-Mobile regarding a renegotiation of rent terms.  In the alternative, T-Mobile has indicated the 
possibility of terminating the lease agreement with the Village due to the unneeded duplication and 
redundancy of their infrastructure. 
 
The Village currently receives approximately $42,000 per year in rent from T-Mobile.  The two 
parties negotiated a rent reduction to $36,000 per year with a guarantee that rent will be paid for 
seven (7) years.  Further, rent term of one-year on a CPI basis has been changed to a term of 5 years 
at 11%. 
 
From the Village’s perspective, it is more important to continue to have a stable revenue source, 
albeit less than what we have now, and hedge against the possibility we lose the revenue in its 
entirety. 
 
Further, it is worth noting that the Village and T-Mobile negotiated these terms on their own 
without any assistance from the State of Illinois.  As you know, telecommunication companies often 
like to seek changes to legislation on a state level to avoid having direct negotiations with 
municipalities.  As evidenced through this process, it is possible to have productive negotiations 
between a municipality and a telecommunication provider. 
 
The change in terms will begin on April 1, 2019. 
 
Recommendation:  Consider and approve the first amendment to the lease agreement between the 
Village of River Forest and T-Mobile Central LLC. 
 



1 
Site ID: CH11275C   

Site Name: River Forest Water Tower 

Lease ID: 9419  08/27/18 
 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO TOWER LEASE WITH OPTION 
 

This First Amendment to Tower Lease with Option (the “Amendment”) is effective as of the 
date of execution by the last party to sign (the “Effective Date”) by and between Village of River Forest 
(“Landlord”) and T-Mobile Central LLC, a Delaware limited liability company (“Tenant”) (collectively, 
the “Parties”).   
 

Landlord and Tenant (or their predecessors-in-interest) entered into that certain Tower Lease 
with Option dated October 10, 2000 (the “Lease”) regarding the premises located at 45 Forest Avenue, 
River Forest, IL 60305 (the “Premises”), and 

 
 Landlord and Tenant desire to amend the Lease on the terms and conditions set forth herein. 
 

 NOW, for good and valuable consideration, Landlord and Tenant agree as follows: 
 

1. Rent.   
 

a. Starting on the “New Commencement Date,” as defined in Section 2.a. below, Tenant 
shall pay Landlord Three Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($3,000.00) per month ("Rent") in advance, by 
the fifth (5th) day of each month.  Where duplicate Rent would occur, a credit shall be taken by Tenant 
for any prepayment of Rent by Tenant.   

 
b. Rent shall be increased on the first day of each “Renewal Term,” as defined in Section 

2.b. below, by an amount equal to Eleven Percent (11%) over the Rent for the immediately preceding 
“New Initial Term,” as defined in Section 2.a. below, or Renewal Term. The Rent increases in this 
Section 1.a. shall supersede and replace any other Rent adjustments called for in the Lease. 

 
2. Renewal Terms.   
 

a. The Parties hereby wish to supersede and replace the term and any renewal terms in 
the Lease.  The new initial term of the Lease shall be five (5) years commencing on April 1, 2019 (the 
“New Commencement Date”), and ending on the day immediately preceding the fifth (5th) anniversary 
of the New Commencement Date (the “New Initial Term”).  The New Initial Term, together with any 
Renewal Terms are referred to collectively as the “Term”.  

 
b. The New Initial Term shall automatically renew for five (5) successive renewal terms of 

five (5) years each (each a “Renewal Term”), unless Tenant or Landlord notifies the other in writing of 
its’s intention not to extend the Lease at least twenty four (24) months prior to the expiration of the 
New Initial Term or any Renewal Term.  

 
3. Modification of Tenant’s Obligation to Pay – Rent Guarantee.  Commencing on April 1, 

2019, Tenant’s obligation to pay Rent is guaranteed for the period of seven (7) years (“Rent Guarantee 
Period”).  Tenant’s obligation to pay Rent during the Rent Guarantee Period shall not be subject to 
offset or cancellation by Tenant unless any of the following exceptions apply: a) a change in local, state 
or federal laws materially and significantly adversely affects Tenant’s ability to operate; (b) the 
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Site ID: CH11275C   

Site Name: River Forest Water Tower 

Lease ID: 9419  08/27/18 
 

Premises or “Antenna Facilities,” as defined in the Lease, are damaged or destroyed by wind, fire or 
other casualty and the Premises are not be restored within a six (6) month time period; c) the Property 
is foreclosed upon and Tenant is unable to maintain its’ tenancy; d) Landlord requires Tenant to 
relocate its Antenna Facilities which adversely affect Tenant’s ability to operate the Antenna Facilities; 
or e) Landlord breaches the Lease and the default issue is not cured within the appropriate cure 
period.   

4. Permitted Use. The Parties hereby wish to supersede and replace the Permitted Use of the 
Lease as follows.  

 
Permitted Use.  The Premises may be used for: (a) the transmission and reception of communication 
signals; and (b) upon notice to Landlord, the construction, installation, operation, maintenance, 
repair, addition, upgrading, removal or replacement of any and all Antenna Facilities. However, 
Tenant shall not construct any facility or conduct any activity which will in the opinion of the Director 
of Public Works, adversely the structural integrity of the Tower. (collectively, the “Permitted Uses”).  

5. Notice.  All notices, requests, demands and other communications shall be in writing and 
shall be effective three (3) business days after deposit in the U.S. mail, certified, return receipt 
requested or upon receipt if personally delivered or sent via a nationally recognized courier to the 
addresses set forth below. Landlord or Tenant may from time to time designate any other address for 
this purpose by providing written notice to the other party. 

 
If to Tenant:     If to Landlord: 
T-Mobile USA, Inc.        Village of River Forest 
12920 SE 38th Street    400 Park Avenue 
Bellevue, WA  98006    River Forest, IL 60305-1798  

    Attn: Lease Compliance/CH11275C  Attn: Village Administrator  
 
6. Miscellaneous. 
 

a. To the extent any provision contained in this Amendment conflicts with the terms of the 
Lease, the terms and provisions of this Amendment shall control.  Unless otherwise defined herein, 
capitalized terms used in this Amendment have the same meanings they are given in the Lease. 

 
b. Except as expressly set forth in this Amendment, the Lease otherwise is unmodified and 

remains in full force and effect.  Each reference in the Lease to itself shall be deemed also to refer to 
this Amendment. 

 
c. This Amendment may be executed in duplicate counterparts, each of which will be 

deemed an original. Signed electronic, scanned, or facsimile copies of this Amendment will legally bind 
the Parties to the same extent as originals. 

 
d. Each of the Parties represent and warrant that they have the right, power, legal capacity 

and authority to enter into and perform their respective obligations under this Amendment.  Landlord 
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Site Name: River Forest Water Tower 

Lease ID: 9419  08/27/18 
 

represents and warrants to Tenant that the consent or approval of a third party has either been 
obtained or is not required with respect to the execution of this Amendment. 

 
e. This Amendment will be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties herein, their 

heirs, executors, administrators, successors-in-interest and assigns. 
 
IN WITNESS, the Parties execute this Amendment as of the Effective Date. 

 
Landlord: 

Village of River Forest  
 

By:    

Print Name:   

Title:     

Date:   

Tenant: 

T-Mobile Central LLC,  
a Delaware limited liability company 

By:    

Print Name:    

Title:    

Date:   

   
 T-Mobile Contract Attorney 
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