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Jessica Spencer

From: Carey Palmer <caroline.stansbury@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 12:03 PM
To: Jessica Spencer
Cc: Matthew Walsh
Subject: [External]  Re: [External] Email address for David Crosby, Chair of the DRB
Attachments: Request for Recusal and Statement of Concern Regarding Application 25-0012.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
Hi Jessica,  
 
Thank you for the offer to forward on my email to David Crosby of the DRB. I'm also CC'ing Matt Walsh, as 
I would like the email below and attached letter to enter into public record. Many thanks for your 
assistance. 
 
----------------- 
 
Dear Chairman Crosby, 
 
My name is Carey Palmer, and I reside on the 600 block on Jackson Avenue. I was among the residents 
who addressed the Development Review Board at its most recent meeting. Since that time, my neighbors 
and other community members have joined together in support of the attached letter, which we are 
submitting collectively.  
 
I was raised in River Forest, on the 800 block of Keystone, and returned to this community to raise my 
own family. My deep roots here shape my commitment to preserving the character and well-being of our 
neighborhood. It is for this reason that I have been closely following the River Forest Tennis Club's 
application to add lights to their courts. As neighbors of the River Forest Tennis club, many of us have 
expressed our deep concerns about the impact of the proposed development, especially the disruption 
to daily family life due to noise, traffic, and light pollution.  
 
In addition, my fellow neighbors and community members have serious concerns regarding the ethical 
implications of the application and the potential conflict of interest, given that, to the best of our 
knowledge, a majority of the DRB committee are active members of the River Forest Tennis Club. As of 
November 17th, 94 River Forest residents have signed the attached letter requesting the recusal of DRB 
members who also have RFTC membership from further discussion, deliberation and voting on 
application #25-0012. We expect that number to grow as we initiate an organized campaign to the 
public.  
 
Thank you for your service to our village as the Chair of the Development Review Board, and thank you for 
your consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carey Palmer  
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--  
Carey Palmer (Stansbury)  
708-305-2923 



Date:   November 18, 2025 

To:   Chairman Crosby, Village of River Forest Development Review Board 

CC:   Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Subject:  Request for Recusal and Statement of Concern Regarding Application #25-0012 

Dear Chairman Crosby, 

We, the undersigned, respectfully submit this letter to formally request that any commissioners 

of the Development Review Board who are members of the River Forest Tennis Club recuse 

themselves from deliberating, discussing, or making final recommendations regarding Application 

#25-0012, the proposed Amendment to Ordinance #3863, which seeks approval to install lighting 

to illuminate the tennis courts at the River Forest Tennis Club, scheduled for consideration on 

December 4, 2025. 

We also wish to express our concern that a sitting member of the Development Review Board has 

been permitted to serve as an applicant for a proposal of this nature. Given the scope and impact 

of this application—and the fact that it conflicts with key objectives outlined in the Village’s 

Comprehensive Plan—we believe this situation raises significant ethical and procedural concerns. 

Allowing such dual participation risks undermining public confidence in the integrity and 

impartiality of the review process and establishes an unfortunate precedent for future cases. 

We respectfully request that these concerns be entered into the official record and given full 

consideration by the Board.  

Sincerely,  

Dino Agudo, 707 Jackson, River Forest, Illinois, 60305 

Azucena R. Agudo, 707 Jackson, River Forest, Illinois, 60305 

Susan L. Altier, 12 Ashland Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 

Vanessa Anderson, 608 Bonnie Brae Pl, River Forest, IL 60305 

Martha Arendt, 801 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL, 60305 

Tony Arendt, 801 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Damitha Bandara, 703 Jackson Ave. River Forest, IL, 60305 

Anushya Bandara, 703 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Debora Beckett, 435 William Street, Unit 403, River Forest 60305 



Monika Block, 559 Jackson Avenue, River Forest, IL 

Adam Block, 559 Jackson Avenue, River Forest, IL 

Deborah L. Borman, River Forest, IL 

Michael Burdeen, 818 Jackson Ave. River Forest, IL 69395 

Sarina A. Butler, 435 William Street, Unit 804, River Forest, IL 60305 

Kate Butterly, 1102 Monroe Avenue River Forest 

Jeanne Calabrese, 616 Lathrop Avenue 

Christopher Chan, 619 Jackson Ave River Forest, IL 60305 

Maggie Chan, 619 Jackson Ave River Forest IL 60305 

Susan Charrette, 42 Keystone Ave, River Forest, IL 

Sheba Chiplunkar, 126 Ashland, River Forest, IL 60305 

John P Conmy, 23 Keystone Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Diane Conmy, 23 Keystone Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 

Debbie Damolaris, 603 Jackson Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 

Peter Darley, 607 Jackson Avenue, River Forest, Il 60305  

Karen Darley, 607 Jackson Avenue, River Forest, Illinois 60305  

Ronald Davis, 411 Ashland Avenue 6E River Forest, Ill 60305 

Kevin Devlin, 551 Jackson Avenue River Forest, IL 60305 

Ann Dulin, 7612 Division River Forest, Il 60305 

David B. Dwyer, 616 Lathrop AV River forest, IL  60305 

Glenn Eckstein, 8125 Lake st, River Forest, Il 60305 

Beth Erdman, 33 thatcher avenue river forest, IL 60305 

Jeanette Fair, 29 Thatcher, River Forest, IL 60305 

Bryan Gillis, 710 Park Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 

Lucia Giudice, 146 Keystone Avenue River Forest IL 60305 

Paul Harding, 559 Ashland Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 



Nadine Horwitz, 330 Park Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Mark Hosty, 712 Lathrop River Forest 60306 

David L. Hoyt, 935 Lathrop Avenue River Forest, IL 60305 

Benjamin Irey, 739 Monroe Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 

Emily Isenberg, 626 William St, River Forest, IL 60305 

Diana J, 743 William St.  River Forest, IL 60305 

C Allison Jack, 147 Thatcher Ave. River Forest IL 60305 

Andrea Keeney, 710 Park Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305 

Jonathon Kirk, 608 Lathrop Ave River Forest IL 60305 

Julie Kuchenbecker, 314 Forest Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Jay Kuchenbecker, 314 Forest River Forest IL 60305 

Bridget Kulla, 101 Park Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Diana Lauber, 7215 Oak Ave. River Forest 60305 

Daniel Lauber, AICP (President, American Institute of Certified Planners 1992-1994, 2003-2005), 

President, American Planning Association (1985-1986), 7215 Oak Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Andrew T. A. Lennie, 232 Franklin Ave River Forest, IL 60305 

Jayme Magrady, 814 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Brendan Magrady, 814 Jackson Avenue, River Forest 

Jess Martin, 539 Ashland, River Forest IL 60305 

Andrew McCarthy, 620 Lathrop Ave River Forest IL 60305 

Holly McCarthy, 620 Lathrop Ave., River Forest IL 60305 

Ray McDonald, 534 Jackson ave. River Forest, Ill 60305 

Layney McGinn, 557 Franklin Avenue, River Forest IL 60305 

Margaret Metzger, 314 Franklin Ave., River Forest, IL 60305 

Magdy Milad, 7314 oak, river forest 

Pierangela Murphy, 1223 Park, River Forest IL 60305 



Kathleen O’Neill, 822 Jackson Ave, River Forest IL 60305 

H O’Neill, 822 Jackson Ave River Forest Illinois 60305 

Berit OConnor, 1452 keystone Ave, River Forest IL 60305  

Carey Palmer, 611 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Bradley A Palmer, 611 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Whitney Parchman, 130 Ashland Ave., River Forest, IL 60305 

Mary Ann Parolin, 924 Clinton Place. River Forest Il 60305 

Savannah Paul, 39 Franklin Ave, River Forest, IL, 60305 

Stephanie Petersmarck, 1401 Clinton Place River Forest IL 60305 

Natalie Raghu, 559 William st River forest IL 60305 

Lindsay Rask, 742 William, River Forest, IL 60305 

Eric Rask, 742 William, River Forest, Il, 60305 

Phyllis B Rubin, 411 Ashland, 6B, River Forest, IL 60305 

Ben Ruggiero, 603 Clinton Place River Forest IL 60305 

Kiley Ruggiero, 603 Clinton Place, River Forest, IL 60305 

Janet Saeger, 435 William St. unit 801, River Forest, IL  60305 

Aman Sandhu, 45 Franklin Ave 

Milap Sandhu, 45 Franklin Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Terri Schroeder, 915 Bonnie Brae River Forest, IL 60305 

Adam smith, 330 park ave river forest I’ll 60305 

Tanju Sofu, 1407 Clinton Place 

Stephen Soppet, 612 Lathrop River Forest , Il 60305 

Jeanette Spadavecchio, 1130 Monroe Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

Elise Spadavecchio, 818 Jackson Ave, River Forest IL 60305 

Lee Stansbury, 815 Keystone Ave.  River Forest IL 60305 

Kimberly steinke, 743 thatcher river Forest  Illinois 60305 



Karen Stierwalt, 231 Thatcher Ave 

Michael Stolarski, 743 Thatcher, River Forest, IL 

Claire Turner, 114 Des Plaines Avenue Forest Park, IL 60130 

Heather Vanderberg, 223 Thatcher Ave, River Forest, IL 60305 

James C Vecchio, 1130 Monroe River Forest, Illinois 60305 

Paul Waters, 632 Lathrop Ave, River Forest IL 60305 

Joseph wendt, 836 William River Forest is 60305 

Iris Saavedra Zaldivar, 616 Ashland ave river forest il 60305 

Mary Anne Zeh, 836 Bonnie Brae, River Forest, IL 60305 



From:                                             Krystle Reavy <krystlereavy@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Wednesday, November 19, 2025 6:56 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Completed
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC)
and am writing in full support of the club's plan to install
modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 

As a member with a young family, I know that finding time
for both personal wellness (like playing tennis) and quality
family time can be a challenge. With court lights, my
spouse and I will be able to play after the kids are in bed
or after dinner, rather than having to choose between a
match and being home for our children's evening routine.
This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of
life for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 

The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of
a modern, family-friendly club. Please approve the RFTC
court lighting proposal to help support this significant
improvement.
 

Sincerely,
 

Krystle Reavy
554 Lathrop Avenue 



From:                                             LA T <leslieanntuzi@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 12:50 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  River Forest Tennis Club - Light The Courts Letter of Support

- Leslie Tuzi
Attachments:                               LATuzi RFTC Court Lights Support Letter .pdf
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hello Matt,
I hope this email finds you well.  I am attaching my letter of support to install lights at
the River Forest Tennis Club.
 
Thank you for your service to our community, consideration of my position and
attention to this matter.
 
Regards,

 

Leslie Ann Tuzi

Many things in life will capture your eye; follow those that capture your heart.

Email: ltuzi@tuziart.com, leslieanntuzi@gmail.com

https://tuziart.com/

https://tuziart.com/tuzibooks/

 

 

Copyright 2010. All rights reserved.

Notice of Confidentiality:

This transmission contains information that may be confidential and that may also be privileged.  Unless you are
the intended recipient of the message (or authorized to receive it for the intended recipient), you may not copy,
forward or otherwise use it, or disclose its contents to anyone else.  If you have received this transmission in error,
please notify me immediately at leslieanntuzi@gmail.com and delete it from your system and records. 

 





From:                                             Andrew Drake <andrewdrake10@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 5:59 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting: A Modern Upgrade with No Meaningful Light

Spillage
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I live in the immediate vicinity of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) at 1449 Thatcher
Avenue, and I am writing in support of the club's plan to install lights on its courts.
 
I am aware of neighborhood concerns regarding light spillage, but I believe these concerns
are unfounded given the club's commitment to using modern, state-of-the-art LED lighting
technology.
 
We already experience bright light from existing facilities at Roosevelt Middle School and First
Presbyterian Church. RFTC is proposing modern, down-facing LED fixtures that are
specifically designed to minimize light spillage outside of the court boundaries. Furthermore,
RFTC has committed to a conservative cutoff time of 9:30 PM.
 
These lights are a minimal imposition that allows a cherished community asset to thrive. I
support the RFTC's responsible plan for modernization.
 
Sincerely,
Andrew Drake
1449 Thatcher Avenue
 
 
--
Andrew Drake
Bad Moon Talent



From:                                             Andy Basney <Andy.Basney@plantemoran.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 5:21 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC)
and am writing in full support of the club's plan to install
modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young family, I know that finding time
for both personal wellness (like playing tennis) and quality
family time can be a challenge. With court lights, my
spouse and I will be able to play after the kids are in bed
or after dinner, rather than having to choose between a
match and being home for our children's evening routine.
This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of
life for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of
a modern, family-friendly club. Please approve the RFTC
court lighting proposal to help support this significant
improvement.
 
In addition, RFTC continues to be a good neighbor that
contributes positively to the local community. RFTC's
summer junior tennis program is open to the public and we
all believe strongly in the development of the next
generation of tennis players, locally.
 
Sincerely,



Andy Basney
1326 Jackson Avenue, RF
 
Andrew M. Basney, CPA, MST | Partner | Tax 
Plante Moran, 10 S. Riverside Plaza, 10thFloor, Chicago, IL 60606
Direct Dial: 312.602.3522 | Mobile: 617.515.5411
 
 
 
 
 
 

This email, including any attachments, may contain confidential information and is intended solely for
use by the individual to whom it is addressed. If you received this email in error, please notify the
sender, do not disclose its contents to others, and delete it from your system. Any other use of this
email and/or attachments is prohibited. This message is not meant to constitute an electronic signature
or intent to contract electronically.



From:                                             Brad Wallace <bwallac2@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:00 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Subject:                                         [External]  Support of RFTC Lights
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,

I am writing in enthusiastic support of the River Forest Tennis Club’s (RFTC) proposal
to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts—a project that will deliver far-
reaching benefits to families, children, and the broader River Forest community.

RFTC is a treasured village institution, providing a home for more than 400 families
and welcoming both members and non-members to participate in tennis and swim
programming. As a parent, I deeply appreciate how the club promotes health,
recreation, and connection for people of all ages and abilities. For those of us with
young children or busy work and school schedules, the addition of court lights would
make it possible to enjoy tennis and wellness activities in the evening—allowing
valuable family routines and quality time to coexist with recreation and sport.

Beyond individual families, the impact of this project will be felt throughout our
community. RFTC’s youth programs are open to all local children, not just members;
last year alone, 281 children participated in our junior tennis offerings. With added
lighting, the club will be able to expand these programs into cooler evening hours,
accommodate more students, and better support player development—strengthening
the health, social bonds, and opportunities available to local youth. 

Furthermore, improved evening access at the club will relieve demand on public park
courts, such as at Keystone Park. When RFTC courts are unlit, club members must
often use public lit courts, reducing availability for non-member residents. By
extending hours and increasing capacity at RFTC, we can make more court space
accessible for everyone—without any cost to the Village.

In summary, approving the RFTC lighting proposal is a thoughtful investment in the
well-being of our families, the youth of River Forest and neighboring communities,
and the overall vibrancy of village life. I respectfully urge you to support this
enhancement to a cherished local resource.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Brad Wallace
601 Franklin Ave.



From:                                             Brenna M. Brown <brennambrown@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 9:13 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full
SUPPORT of the club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young children, I know that finding time for both personal
wellness (like playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court
lights, my husband and I will be able to play after the children are in bed or after
dinner, rather than having to choose between a match and being home for our
children's evening routine. This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of
life for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly
club. Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant
improvement.
 
Sincerely,

Brenna M. Brown
1443 Franklin Ave
River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             Brett Lutz <brettmlutz@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 7:26 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Completed
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Village President and Trustees,

I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC)
proposal to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.

My family has been part of the River Forest Tennis Club community for many years.
Both of my children grew up learning to play tennis on these courts, and my son now
proudly competes on the OPRF High School tennis team. RFTC has been woven into
our family’s experience of growing up in this village, and we’ve seen firsthand how
meaningful this space is for so many in our community.

In reviewing this proposal, I personally spent time going through the detailed lighting
studies and associated materials. I was impressed by the level of rigor, the reliance
on top professionals in the field, and the careful consideration given to minimizing
spillover, glare, and any broader neighborhood impact. The thoughtfulness behind
this plan gave me confidence that it supports both the needs of players and the
quality of life for nearby residents.

RFTC is a historic and vital institution serving more than 400 families, and it offers
tennis and swim lessons open to all—not just members. Adding responsible, modern
lighting will extend evening access for working families, students, and regular players.
It will also help relieve pressure on our public parks, particularly Keystone, by
increasing private court availability and thereby opening up more public court time for
other residents, all at no cost to the Village.

We fully recognize that decisions like this must balance many perspectives. As long-
standing residents and active members of this community, we hope our voice is part
of that conversation as well. This project reflects a thoughtful, community-minded
enhancement to a resource that has served generations of River Forest families,
including my own.

I respectfully urge you to approve this improvement.

Sincerely,

BRETT LUTZ 



615 Thatcher Ave
River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             Catherine Chavez <catherine.chavez19@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 8:58 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,

I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC)
proposal to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.

My husband and I have been members of RFTC for 15 years.  We joined the club
initially so that our young son (now 20) could have a place to swim.  What we now
enjoy most about the club are the lifelong friendships we’ve made and playing the
game of tennis.  Tennis is considered one of the healthiest sports in the world. 
Besides improving cardiovascular and bone health, tennis has mental health benefits
such as improved cognitive function, stress reduction, and improving overall
happiness as it’s a social game.  Tennis is a sport that people can play for many
years.  RFTC courts are a softer clay surface making it easier on the joints and more
accessible for all ages.

Given the many benefits of tennis, we want to make the courts available for a longer
time into the evening hours.  We have found that it’s often hard to see the ball after
7pm during the summer and sometimes early evening on cloudy days.  The ability to
turn on court lights in the evening would greatly improve the visibility and allow more
people to play at RFTC. 

Keystone courts have lights and are being used in the evenings by many in the
community already.  So that RFTC members and guests can also enjoy evening
tennis, please vote in favor of adding lights at RFTC.   

 

Sincerely,

Catherine Chavez

1344 Lathrop Ave, River Forest

 



From:                                             Charles Lucchese <chu_dearbornrealty@sbcglobal.net>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:23 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   The River Forest Tennis Club
Subject:                                         [External]  Lights
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
We are a community lacking area for recreational activities this is an
opportunity to add to our community  some where  to go after work .



From:                                             David Wear <dwear2@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 3:30 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for RFTC Lighting Proposal
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village Board Members,

On behalf of our family—the Wear family (David, Christine, Mila age 7, and Beckett
age 5)—we are writing to express our strong support for the River Forest Tennis
Club’s proposal to install lights on its property. We live at 749 Ashland Avenue, just
two blocks from the club, and we believe this improvement is essential to maintaining
the vibrant, welcoming community that makes River Forest so special.

The Tennis Club is far more than a place to play tennis; it is a hub for fellowship,
activity, and inclusion. Our son Beckett, who lives with a rare neurological disease,
benefits tremendously from the club—not only through swimming and recreation but
also through the social interaction that is so vital for his development and well-being.
The ability to extend play into the evening, within reasonable hour limitations, would
allow members to remain active and engaged, fostering stronger connections and
participation.

For families like ours, lights would mean we can enjoy tennis after work or once our
children are settled for the night—without sacrificing family time. And for the many
kids like mine who participate in the club’s junior programs, extended hours would
help sustain these opportunities that are open to the broader community.

We understand concerns about lighting, and we appreciate the need to be good
neighbors. The club has committed to using modern, down-facing LED technology
designed to minimize light spillage, which is far less intrusive than other existing
installations in the area.

We respect differing opinions, but as close neighbors ourselves, we feel much of the
opposition is overstated. The club is not elitist—it is a philanthropic, community-
oriented organization that enriches River Forest in countless ways. Allowing lights will
ensure the club continues to thrive as a positive force for health, friendship, and
inclusion.

We urge the Village Board to approve this proposal and help preserve the spirit of
community that defines River Forest. Thank you for your consideration and for your
commitment to making our village a wonderful place to live.

Warm regards,
David Wear



749 Ashland Avenue
--
David Wear

BS, CAPM
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
 
749 Ashland Ave.
River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             Ekow Mensah <ekowmensah@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 5:39 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support
of the club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young and busy family, I know that finding time for both personal
wellness (working out , running , and of course playing tennis) and quality family time
can be a challenge. With court lights, my spouse and I will be able to play after the
kids are in bed or after dinner, rather than having to choose between a match and
being home for our children's evening routine. This simple enhancement greatly
improves the quality of life for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly
club. Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant
improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Ekow Mensah 
1139 Lathrop Ave, 
River Forest, IL 60305
 
 
Ekow Mensah
Brand Strategist, Innovation fanatic, and Amateur Racecar Driver
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ekowkmensah
https://www.facebook.com/mensah.ek
 



From:                                             Hallie Drake <hallie.stephens@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 6:02 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Hallie Stephens Drake
1449 Thatcher Ave
River Forest, IL 60305
 



From:                                             Jason N. Sposeep <JSPoseep@sdflaw.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:16 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External] 
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Subject: Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Sposeep
1044 Forest Ave
River Forest, Illinois 60305
 

Jason Sposeep | Senior Partner

321 N. Clark St., Suite 1200 | Chicago, IL 60654
JSPoseep@sdflaw.com | www.sdflaw.com
Direct (312) 609-5551 | Fax (312) 641-6361
Pronouns: he, him, his

Service by Email Will Be Accepted at chicagoservice@sdflaw.com Monday through Friday 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.
(CST), Unless Opted Out. Service Email Sent Outside These Hours Will Not be Deemed Received Until the Next
Business Day.



This email contains PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION intended only for the use of the
addressee above. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, or the employee or agent responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this email is
strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please immediately notify us by telephone and delete
this message.



From:                                             Jody Schwartz <jody.schwartz@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 12:07 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jody Schwartz
739 Belleforte Ave
Oak Park, IL 60302

 



From:                                             Joey Graves <joseph.graves@me.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 9:19 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  In support of RFTC's responsible lighting plan
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Completed
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear
Village President and Trustees,
 
I am
writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC)
proposal to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a
historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable
recreational space and is an important part of life for over 400 families in
our community. It also offers tennis and swim lessons available to all, not
just members. By increasing the court's usable hours, especially in the
evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially,
increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River
Forest's public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are
unavailable, members often resort to using those public, lit courts, which
reduces availability for everyone. This project, at no cost to the Village,
will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in the
community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you
to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,

Joey
Graves

610
William Street



 



From:                                             John Lawrence <j_lawrence@icloud.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:42 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting - In Support of adding lights.
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear
Village President and Trustees,
 
I
live in the immediate vicinity of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) at 522
Jackson Avenue and I am writing in support of the club's plan to install lights
on its courts. I’ve been at this address since 2010, and my family has owned
the home since 1977. 
 
I
am aware of neighborhood concerns regarding light spillage, but I believe these
concerns are unfounded given the club's commitment to using modern,
state-of-the-art LED lighting technology.
 
We
already experience bright light from existing facilities at Roosevelt Middle
School, First Presbyterian Church and Jewel. RFTC is proposing modern,
down-facing LED fixtures that are specifically designed to minimize light
spillage outside of the court boundaries. Furthermore, RFTC has committed to a
conservative cutoff time of 9:30 PM, and the lights will only be on for the
courts in use. 
 
These
lights are a minimal imposition that allows a cherished community asset to
thrive. I support the RFTC's responsible plan for modernization.

I
would also add that the concerns around noise in this area are greatly
exaggerated - we have a constant hum of traffic on Lake (plenty of busses &
trucks), Chicago and Lathrop during the times of use that are proposed, along
with noise from the Union Pacific train lines that are far louder and
reverberate significantly more than any noice created by playing tennis. Not to
mention that on any given summer night, we have kids out on our streets, dogs
barking and people gathering in their outside spaces. All of these noises are
just part of what can be expected in a vibrant & active community. The
minimal addition of sound from RFTC will not have a negative impact on the
neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely,



John Lawrence



From:                                             Kim Goldschmidt <fourandout@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 12:44 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lights
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
 
Matt,
 
I wanted to reach out to you personally to ask for your support for the club’s request to install lights
on our tennis courts.
 
I’ve been a member since 1981. During that time, annually, anywhere from 12 to 20 new families join
the club. There is a process, but every family interested in joining has an opportunity to become
members. There are many wonderful memories of families who have enjoyed watching their kids
grow up in the club. Aside from that,  we accept annually an abundance of young kids from non
member families  who benefit from the pool and use of tennis courts. So we are a very inclusionary
club.
 
Our  pool has been lighted until 9 o’clock ever since I’ve been a member and it hasn’t been an issue
for neighbors. I doubt that there have been many complaints to the Village regarding the pool. With
new technology, lighting our courts, should also be a non issue.
 
In your position, I can appreciate how difficult it is to please everyone. However, any concerns that a
few villagers might have won’t be an issue after the installation. Their quality of life will not be
impacted while countless others will benefit.
 
Thanks for your consideration.
 
Kim & Susie Goldschmidt
 
 
Sent from my iPhone



From:                                             Lindsey Silver <lindsey.gift.silver@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 6:47 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I live at 730 Lathrop Ave, just steps away from the River Forest Tennis Club and am
writing in support of the Club's plan to install lights on the courts.
 
I'm a member of the Club since 2021 and a RF resident since 2019 and am aware of
neighborhood concerns regarding light spillage, but I believe these concerns are
unfounded.
 
We already experience bright light from existing facilities at Roosevelt Middle School
and First Presbyterian Church which actually makes me feel much safer at night when
I am walking the dog or even just driving alone down Lathrop. RFTC is proposing
modern, down-facing LED fixtures that are specifically designed to minimize light
spillage outside of the court boundaries. Furthermore, RFTC has committed to a
conservative cutoff time of 9:30 PM. 
 
As a household with a middle school aged family, we are constantly balancing all of
the boys' activities, stressful jobs, and trying to give ourselves an outlet for wellness
both physically and mentally which tennis does for us.  With court lights, there will be
many less times where we will have to choose between kids activities or work for our
own personal wellness.  This is the current balance so many are facing.
 
Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant
improvement.  These lights are a minimal imposition that allow a cherished
community asset to thrive. I support the RFTC's responsible plan for modernization.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lindsey Silver
 



From:                                             Lucchese, Vincent <Vincent.Lucchese@us.dlapiper.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 2:57 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support of the club's plan
to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young family, I know that finding time for both personal wellness (like playing
tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court lights, my spouse and I will be able to
play after the kids are in bed or after dinner, rather than having to choose between a match and being
home for our children's evening routine. This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of life
for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly club. Please
approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Vincent Lucchese
1323 Jackson Ave.
River Forest, IL 60305
 
 
Vincent Charles Lucchese 
Of Counsel

T   +1 312 368 4064
F   +1 312 251 2164
M  +1 708 209 7613
vincent.lucchese@us.dlapiper.com

DLA Piper LLP (US)
444 West Lake Street
Suite 900
Chicago, IL  60606-0089

dlapiper.com

 

The information contained in this email may be confidential and/or legally privileged. It has been sent for the sole use
of the intended recipient(s). If the reader of this message is not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its
contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please reply to the sender and destroy
all copies of the message. To contact us directly, send to postmaster@dlapiper.com. Thank you.



From:                                             mark vincent <markvi651@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 1:32 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh; rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Increased Opportunities with RFTC Lights
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts, which will have a direct and positive
impact on hundreds of local children.
 
RFTC is proud to run a vibrant youth tennis program that is open to all children in the
community, regardless of RFTC membership. Last year alone, 281 children participated in our
highly successful junior programming.
 
Adding lights means we can extend these valuable programs into the cooler, later evening
hours of summer, and offer better scheduling options in the fall and spring. This will allow
RFTC to accommodate more students, offer more lessons, and provide extended court time
to developing players. This project is a clear investment in the health and recreation of River
Forest's and neighboring community’s youth.
 
Please support our efforts to enhance programming for local kids by approving the RFTC
lighting plan.
 
Sincerely,
Mark Vincent
835 S Elmwood AVe
Oak Park IL 
 
 



From:                                             Matthew Heater <mattalanheater@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 3:27 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for RFTC Tennis Courts
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Matt Walsh,

I’m writing to express my support for adding lights to the RFTC tennis courts. 

This improvement would be a big win for our community. Lighting extends court
access which in turn promotes health, recreation, and community connection. 

The designed lighting is efficient both in terms of energy and impact (spillage). 

Thank you for considering this enhancement that benefits residents of all ages.

Sincerely

Matt Heater // 842 William St, River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             mensahmarie@gmail.com
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 4:21 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Completed
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support of the
club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a busy family with kids in their own activities, I know that finding time for
both personal wellness (like playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With
court lights, my spouse and I will be able to play after the kids are in bed or after dinner,
rather than having to choose between a match and being home for our children's evening
routine. This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of life for RFTC families by
allowing us to do both.
My husband FREQUENTLY needs to play somewhere else that has lights as he plays after
dark OR we both need to play early mornings (before the light is up in early spring or late fall)
as that is when we can squeeze in a play.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly club.
Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Marie Mensah
1139 Lathrop Ave
River Forest IL 60305
 
Marie Mensah
Mensah Consulting
mensahmarie@gmail.com
513-484-1165
http://www.linkedin.com/in/mariemensah
http://www.mensahconsulting.com
 



From:                                             Nicholas VanDerSchie <vanderschie@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:28 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Nicholas VanDerSchie
1241 Monroe Avenue, River Forest
 



From:                                             Peter Krauss <pkrauss45@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 9:49 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for the River Forest Tennis Club lighting proposal
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To the Village President and Trustees of River Forest,

I am writing to express my strong support for the proposal to install lights on the
tennis courts at the River Forest Tennis Club. My wife and I serve as co-chairs of the
Club’s Junior Tennis program, which provides meaningful recreational opportunities
not only to club members but to families throughout our community. Last year alone,
281 children participated in our program—making it one of the largest youth
recreational offerings in River Forest.

The addition of court lighting would allow us to responsibly and significantly expand
this program. With more illuminated hours available, we will be able to accommodate
additional juniors on the waitlist, host more after-school sessions, and offer expanded
evening programming for teens—an area of recreation that is currently limited in our
village. As you know, River Forest is under-indexed in park and recreation space
relative to comparable communities. This project gives us a rare chance to
meaningfully increase youth recreation capacity without requiring new land, new
structures, or new taxpayer funding.

Importantly, the proposal would triple the number of lit courts available in River
Forest—from the five currently at Keystone Park to a total of fifteen, with the ten
additional courts at RFTC. All of this would come at no cost to taxpayers, while
delivering substantial community benefit.

I also want to recognize the thoughtful, iterative way the Club has approached this
process. The RFTC board and project team have taken neighbor concerns
seriously and made multiple refinements—adjusting pole heights, improving
shielding, reducing the number of fixtures, limiting operating hours, and adding
landscaping—to ensure the design is as respectful as possible to surrounding homes.
The resulting plan reflects care, compromise, and genuine partnership with nearby
residents.

Thank you for your consideration of this important initiative. I respectfully ask for your
support.

Sincerely,

Peter Krauss
1347 Jackson Ave, River Forest IL, 60305



From:                                             Randy Keller <55rkeller@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:18 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting: A Modern Upgrade with No Meaningful Light

Spillage
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
 
Dear
Village President and Trustees,
 
I live in
the immediate vicinity of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) at 711 Ashland
Avenue and I am writing in support of the club's plan to install lights on its
courts.
 
I am aware
of neighborhood concerns regarding light spillage, but I believe these concerns
are unfounded given the club's commitment to using modern, state-of-the-art LED
lighting technology.
 
We already
experience bright light from existing facilities at Roosevelt Middle School and
First Presbyterian Church. RFTC is proposing modern, down-facing LED fixtures
that are specifically designed to minimize light spillage outside of the court
boundaries. Furthermore, RFTC has committed to a conservative cutoff time of
9:30 PM.
 
These
lights are a minimal imposition that allows a cherished community asset to
thrive. I support the RFTC's responsible plan for modernization.
 
Sincerely,
 

Randy Keller
711 Ashland Ave
River Forest, IL 60305
c (773) 991-5344
55rkeller@gmail.com



From:                                             Robert Gore <robertglenngore@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 12:31 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support of the
club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young family, I know that finding time for both personal wellness (like
playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court lights, my spouse and I
will be able to play after the kids are in bed or after dinner, rather than having to choose
between a match and being home for our children's evening routine. This simple
enhancement greatly improves the quality of life for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly club.
Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Robert Gore
935 William St, River Forest, IL 60305
 



From:                                             Roger Stetson <roger.h.stetson@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:11 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing in support of the club's plan to install lights on its courts.
 
I grew up playing tennis under the lights with my parents. After dinner, my three brothers and parents
would head out to the courts for some family doubles over the weekend. It was a great family
tradition that I hope we can replicate with our four young kids who are just starting to enjoy the sport.
With the growing popularity of paddle and racket courts, which is a wonderful trend in River Forest,
securing available courts in the community’s public options, such as Keystone, can be a challenge.
With the passage of this proposal, there will be another option for families to enjoy this sport in the
evening and reduce the competition for court time amongst the publicly available lit courts providing
the whole community an increased opportunity to enjoy an active evening together. On balance, this
proposal is a plus for the whole community and I hope you give it your support.
 
Sincerely,
Roger Stetson
102 Park Avenue
River Forest, Illinois 60305



From:                                             Steve Zoller <SteveZoller@zscpa.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 4:50 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Subject:                                         [External]  Proposed lighting on tennis courts
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Regarding the additional family and community recreational time we could obtain by lighting
the River Forest Tennis Club courts….at no expense to our village… I’m All for That.
 
I attended the earlier meeting . The objections centered on 3 main ideas.  Excessive
Lighting.  Excessive Traffic.  Excessive Noise. 
 
EXCESSIVE LIGHT.: I know vast improvements have been made with throwing the light down
( on the court). I listening to the testing which showed very little (if any) of the light jumped
outside the club perimeter and made it to the street.  Even if it did, Jackson is a dark street
and it could welcome that small amount.
 
EXCESSIVE TRAFFIC;  This is not like a concert or show letting out where 300 people jump
in their car and head out.  People would be leaving the club sporadically.  Small groups. 
Some might walk.  Parent and child would likely leave in one car.
 
EXCESSIVE NOISE:  I can’t figure this one.  You cannot hear players talk if you are on the
sidewalk outside the club trying to listen, yet about across the street and possibly in your
house.  The netting must prevent sound.   The only time I have ever heard the sound of a
racquet when it hits a ball at high speed is when the college kids come in early September…
and they play  for 2 days in late morning and early afternoon.
 
I have sat on boards.  These are hard decisions.  I do think our community benefits from
continued improvement to our facilities to meet the ever-changing times.  I wish you well in
your determinations.
 
Steve Zoller
527 Jackson Ave.  708-705-7449
 
Never underestimate the importance you can make in a person’s life
 



From:                                             Tim Ruby <tjruby@yahoo.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 5:53 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Ruby
558 Franklin Ave
River Forest IL 60305
 
 



From:                                             Trevor Norrington <trevornorrington49@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Thursday, November 20, 2025 11:52 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Trevor Norrington
1434 Jackson Ave, River Forest, IL 60305
 



From:                                             Garrett Olson <garrett.olson2022@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 9:01 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com; Cathleen Buckley (Google+)
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lights
Attachments:                               RFTC lights note to RF Village (2025.11.21) 0857.pdf
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Please see attached.  Thank you for your consideration.
 
Garrett Olson and Cathleen Buckley
339 Keystone Ave, River Forest, IL 60305
 



Subject: Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club 
 
Dear Village President and Trustees, 
 
I would like to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to 
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts. 
 
There are a number of benefits for the community (not just RFTC members) by adding the 
lights: 
 

1) It alleviates over-crowding at Keystone tennis/pickle courts in pre-dawn and post-dusk 
hours, because RFTC members that would typically go to Keystone during that time can 
now play tennis at RFTC. 
 

2) RFTC can extend the times of the junior programs that are available to RFTC and non-
RFTC members.   Both allowing for more evening tennis lessons, but also extending 
tennis lessons later in the Fall.    
 

3) Extending the tennis season and hours of tennis would also allow for more employment 
opportunities for local teens and others involved in the tennis club tennis program and 
court maintenance.   Many of the tennis instructors, grounds team and management 
staff are local River Forest community members. 
 

 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Garrett Olson and Cathleen Buckley 
339 Keystone Ave 
River Forest, IL  60305 
 



From:                                             McConnell, Greg <GMcConne@winston.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 11:17 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Letter in support RFTC Light the Courts Campaign
Attachments:                               c- RFTC lights.doc
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Please see attached. If you more/different, please let me know. Greg
 
 
 
 

The contents of this message may be privileged and confidential. If this message has been received in error, please delete it without
reading it. Your receipt of this message is not intended to waive any applicable privilege. Please do not disseminate this message without
the permission of the author. Any tax advice contained in this email was not intended to be used, and cannot be used, by you (or any
other taxpayer) to avoid penalties under applicable tax laws and regulations.
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Gregory A. McConnell 

312-404-3645 

mcconnell726@gmail.com 

 
 

November 21, 2016 

 

 

Village of River Forest 

Board of Trustees 

City Hall 

400 Park Avenue 

River Forest, IL 60305 

 

RE: Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club 

 

Dear Village President and Trustees, 

 

As a longtime resident and member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC), I am writing to 

express my strong support for the proposal to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its 

courts.   

 

RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space 

and is an important part of life for more than 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis 

and swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours, 

especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play in the evenings and better 

balance their home, work, and personal lives. It will also allow youth participants in the RFTC’s 

summer camps (which are open to the community) to enjoy more court time in cooler time slots. 

 

Importantly, the club has undertaken significant steps to ensure that the lights do not interfere 

with our neighbors.  The club has committed to using modern, down-facing LED fixtures that are 

specifically designed to minimize light spillage outside of the court boundaries.  
 

I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Gregory A. McConnell 

312-404-3645 

mcconnell726@gmail.com 



From:                                             Alex Luttschyn <alex.luttschyn@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 10:52 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting: A Modern Upgrade with No Meaningful Light

Spillage
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I live in the vicinity of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) at 829 Lathrop Avenue and I am
writing in support of the club's plan to install lights on its courts.
 
I am aware of neighborhood concerns regarding light spillage, but I believe these concerns
are unfounded given the club's commitment to using modern, state-of-the-art LED lighting
technology.
 
We already experience bright light from existing facilities at Roosevelt Middle School and First
Presbyterian Church. RFTC is proposing modern, down-facing LED fixtures that are
specifically designed to minimize light spillage outside of the court boundaries. Furthermore,
RFTC has committed to a conservative cutoff time of 9:30 PM.
 
These lights are a minimal imposition and I fully support the RFTC's responsible plan for
modernization.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Luttschyn
------------
829 Lathrop Ave.
(810)599-8816



From:                                             Brett Kreisman <brettkreisman@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 9:08 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and I'm writing in full support of the
club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young family, I know that finding time for both personal wellness (like
playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court lights, my spouse and I
will be able to play after the kids are in bed or after dinner, rather than having to choose
between a match and being home for our children's evening routine. This simple
enhancement greatly improves the quality of life for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly club.
Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant improvement.
 
Thanks,
Brett Kreisman
1402 Park Ave
River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             Brian Walsh <brian.reynolds.walsh@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 8:56 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support of the
club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is an historic and vital Village institution offering an invaluable recreational space, and
is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. RFTC also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all community residents, not just club members. Increasing the
usable hours on the court, especially in the evening, will allow more of our community to use
these spaces without having to rush home from work or school.
 
As an RFTC member with a young family, I know that finding time for both personal wellness
(like swimming or playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court lights,
my spouse and I will be able to play after the kids are in bed or after dinner, rather than
having to choose between a match and being home for our children's evening routine. This
simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of life for RFTC families by allowing us to do
both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly club.
Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Brian Walsh
833 Clinton PL
 



From:                                             Casey Wendeln <cwendeln@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 4:21 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  In support of RFTC Lights
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support of the
club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member with a young family, I know that finding time for both personal wellness (like
playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court lights, my spouse and I
will be able to play after the kids are in bed or after dinner, rather than having to choose
between a match and being home for our children's evening routine. The addition of lights will
also allow for play later into the season and allow for more flexibility for youth tennis
programming.  This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of life for RFTC families
by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly club.
Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this significant improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Casey Wendeln
1026 Park Ave
River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             Damon Ranieri <damon@clancyranieri.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 6:56 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting: A Modern Upgrade with No Meaningful Light

Spillage
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I live near the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) at 539 Franklin Ave. and I am writing in
support of the club's plan to install lights on its courts.
 
I am aware of neighborhood concerns regarding light spillage, but I believe these concerns
will not materialize in reality, given the club's commitment to using modern, state-of-the-art
LED lighting technology. I personally have worked with architects, lighting engineers,
construction managers, and electrical contractors and have seen the rigor involved to ensure
light pollution is controlled to the greatest extent possible.
 
We already experience bright light from existing facilities at Roosevelt Middle School and First
Presbyterian Church. RFTC is proposing modern, down-facing LED fixtures that are
specifically designed to minimize light spillage outside of the court boundaries. Furthermore,
RFTC has committed to a conservative cutoff time of 9:30 PM. If light pollution becomes an
issue for the neighbors adjacent to the courts, these types of luminaires would be close
enough to the ground that additional coverings could be added to the fencing surrounding the
courts, mitigating such an issue.
 
These lights are a minimal imposition that allows a cherished community asset to thrive. I
support the RFTC's responsible plan for modernization.
 
Sincerely,
 

Damon Ranieri

River Forest, IL 60305
773 484 8005
damon@clancyranieri.com
www.linkedin.com/in/damonranieri



From:                                             Dan Wasiolek <danwasiolek@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 12:10 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh; RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for River at Lighting Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Subject: Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club

 

Dear Village President and Trustees,

 

I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC)
proposal to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.

 

RFTC is a historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational
space and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also
offers tennis and swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the
court's usable hours, especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members
to play without having to rush home from work or school.

 

Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River
Forest's public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable,
members often resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for
everyone. This project, at no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly
more accessible for everyone in the community by freeing up public court space.

 

I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.

 

Sincerely,

 

Dan Wasiolek

1400 Bonnie Brae

River Forest, IL 60305



From:                                             David Weiss <davidjweiss215@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 10:01 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC30605@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Lights for all tennis courts at RFTC
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
 
Matt,
As an avid tennis player that gets home late from work, I support lights for all of the courts at RFTC.
Thank you,
David Weiss
Sent from my iPhone



From:                                             ELAdesign <ELA_design@comcast.net>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 3:36 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Village President and Trustees,

 

I am writing to express my strong
support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to install modern,
down-facing LED lights on its courts.

 

RFTC is a historic and vital
institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space and is
an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also
offers tennis and swim lessons available to all, not just members.

 

Crucially, increased utilization of
RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's public parks,
particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for
everyone. This project, at no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports
significantly more accessible for everyone in the community by freeing up
public court space.

 

I urge you to approve this necessary
enhancement to a treasured Village resource.

 



Sincerely,

Pamela Kende

1115 Bonnie Brae

River Forest, IL 60305

 



From:                                             Elyse Forkosh Cutler <elyse@boula.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 3:53 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  RFTC Lighting Project
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Mr. Walsh-
 
I am writing to ask that the Village approve the River Forest Tennis Club's lighting
project. Approving the RFTC lights will directly benefit the entire community by
increasing the use of private courts. This, in turn, reduces demand on our public park
courts, making them more available for the community, at no cost to the Village.
 
Currently, in the evening in the spring, summer and fall, playing tennis is now only
possible at Keystone park.  Those same courts are also lined for pickleball so tennis
and pickle players compete for court time. RFTC members are often on these courts
after dark, as are many community residents that are not RFTC members. As a result,
the courts at Keystone are very busy-- mobbed in fact.  Community members
frequently turn around and go home because it is impossible get a court.  This has
happened to me on numerous occasions.
 
If the RFTC lighting were to be approved, this would leave the pressure at Keystone
and more community members would be able play tennis in the evening.  More
opportunities for recreation, some public, some private, benefits everyone.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Elyse Cutler
629 Thatcher Avenue
River Forest
312-391-1112



From:                                             Greg Embree <gregory.embree@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 9:38 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Supporting Family-Friendly Playtime at River Forest Tennis

Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am a
member of the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) and am writing in full support of
the club's plan to install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
As a member
with a young family, I know that finding time for both personal wellness (like
playing tennis) and quality family time can be a challenge. With court lights,
my spouse and I will be able to play after the kids are in bed or after dinner,
rather than having to choose between a match and being home for our children's
evening routine. This simple enhancement greatly improves the quality of life
for RFTC families by allowing us to do both.
 
The ability
to play in the evening is a critical component of a modern, family-friendly
club. Please approve the RFTC court lighting proposal to help support this
significant improvement.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg Embree
326 Ashland



From:                                             Joanna Schubkegel <jschub@me.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 4:49 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for RFTC Lighting Proposal
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I'm writing to express my support for the River Forest Tennis Club’s proposal to install
modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts. RFTC is a valued community institution
that provides recreation for over 400 families, and its tennis/swim lessons are open to
the whole village. Extended hours from these lights mean more opportunities for
members to play in the evenings, while helping to ease demand on our public parks
like Keystone.
 
Importantly, this project comes at no cost to the Village and will free up public courts
for broader community use. I urge you to approve this beneficial upgrade to our
cherished local club.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Joanna Schubkegel
1401 Jackson Ave



From:                                             Josh Schubkegel <jschub@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 4:44 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for Lighting at River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,

I am reaching out to share my enthusiastic support for the River Forest Tennis Club
(RFTC) proposal to add modern, downward-facing LED lighting to its courts.

As a longstanding and essential part of our village, RFTC provides a valuable
recreational outlet and enriches the lives of over 400 families in River Forest. In
addition, its tennis and swimming lessons are offered to everyone in the community,
not only club members. Adding lighting will extend the hours the courts can be
enjoyed, especially later in the day, making it easier for members to play after work or
school without feeling rushed.

Notably, increasing court availability at RFTC will help reduce demand on River
Forest’s public parks, such as Keystone. When the club's courts are not accessible,
members frequently turn to public, lit facilities, which limits use for other residents.
The proposed lighting upgrade—at zero cost to the Village—will improve access to
paddle sports throughout the community by opening up more space for everyone.

I respectfully encourage you to approve this important improvement to a valued
Village institution.
 
Sincerely,
 
Josh Schubkegel
1401 Jackson Ave
 



From:                                             kerrybathrick@gmail.com
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 10:23 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Increased Opportunities with RFTC Lights
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to advocate for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to install modern,
down-facing LED lights on its courts, which will have a direct and positive impact on hundreds
of local children.
 
RFTC is proud to run a vibrant youth tennis program that is open to all children in the
community, regardless of RFTC membership. Last year alone, 281 children participated in our
highly successful junior programming.
 
Adding lights means we can extend these valuable programs into the cooler, later evening
hours of summer, and offer better scheduling options in the fall and spring. This will allow
RFTC to accommodate more students, offer more lessons, and provide extended court time
to developing players. This project is a clear investment in the health and recreation of River
Forest's and neighboring community’s youth.
 
Please support our efforts to enhance programming for local kids by approving the RFTC
lighting plan.
 
Sincerely,
Kerry Bathrick



From:                                             Leonardi III, Louis <lleonardi@thebeverlybank.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 9:45 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com; Ximena Leonardi
Subject:                                         [External]  Lights at the RFTC
 
Follow Up Flag:                           Flag for follow up
Flag Status:                                   Flagged
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
I support adding lights to the RFTC Tennis Courts.  The plan they have provided will have minimal impact on the
neighborhood.
 
I live 1 block over from the RFTC and I am in favor of the light plan. 
 
Lou Leonardi
609 Ashland Avenue
 
Louis V. Leonardi III
Executive Vice President
Wintrust Commercial Banking
5300 West 95th Street
Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Tel:  773-298-4733
Fax: 872-364-4311
lleonardi@wintrust.com
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The content of this message and any files transmitted with it is a confidential and
proprietary business communication, which is solely for the use of the intended recipient(s). Any use,
distribution, duplication or disclosure by any other person or entity is strictly prohibited. If you are not an
intended recipient or this has been received in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete all copies
of this communication.



From:                                             Mark Iammartino <mark.iammartino@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 11:06 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   rftc60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for RFTC Lights
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village of River Forest,
 
I am writing in support of the lights at the River Forest Tennis Club.  As a RFTC
member and nearby resident (622 William), I strongly believe adding lights at the
RFTC will overall provide stronger recreational opportunities in the Village by
elongating the opportunity to play tennis through the summer.  
 
I find myself unable to play as much as I would like because in the evenings when I
have the most time, it is often too dark to play at RFTC and there is often very limited
availability at Keystone, especially with the popularity of pickleball that creates even
more demand for Keystone courts. It often seems to be a 50/50 proposition of being
able to secure a court at Keystone during the hours I'm most available to play, not to
mention the challenge of parking at Keystone especially when there is baseball or
other activities occurring.  Installation of lights at RFTC will broaden everyone's tennis
access by redirecting some of the Keystone demand to the RFTC. 
 
I also don't believe the light pollution will be a significant issue as the lights will be less
intrusive than those at Roosevelt or even the church.  My understanding is that the
lights will be similar if not better than the ones lighting the tennis courts at OPRFHS,
which are far closer to residences than any of the RFTC courts.   
 
I hope the Village approves the RFTC application for lights.  
 
Thank you,
Mark Iammartino
622 William St
 
 
__________________________
Mark Iammartino
mark.iammartino@gmail.com
+1.312.371.7967



From:                                             Matt Hennis <matthennis224@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 10:33 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh; RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  River Forest Tennis Club
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Members of the Board,

I am writing to express my full and enthusiastic support for the proposed installation of
lights at the River Forest Tennis Club.
I grew up in River Forest and spent countless hours as a child and teenager just
down the street at Grace Lutheran Church and playing tennis at the club. The River
Forest Tennis Club has been a cornerstone of our community for generations, offering
a welcoming place for kids to learn the game, for families to stay active, and for
players of all ages to enjoy this lifelong sport.
I am very much in favor of adding lights to the courts. In my view, there is simply no
significant downside, especially given the thoughtful way the club is approaching this
project.
The River Forest Tennis Club has an outstanding, long-standing record of being an
exceptionally responsible and considerate neighbor. Whether it’s managing noise
during parties and special events, keeping the grounds immaculate, or addressing
any community concerns promptly, the club consistently puts the neighborhood first. I
am confident that same level of responsibility will continue with the new lighting.
The proposed lights will be modern, low-glare LED fixtures with full shielding
designed specifically to minimize light spill and prevent any meaningful light pollution.
These are not the harsh, old-fashioned floodlights that shine into neighboring yards.
Today’s tennis-court lighting is engineered to keep the light on the courts and only on
the courts. Neighbors who may be worried about glare or sky glow can rest assured
that the club is choosing a solution that respects the residential character of the area.
Adding lights will allow the club to serve the community even better, more court time
for juniors after school, more opportunities for working adults to play in the evenings,
later-season play when daylight runs short, and the ability to host evening league
matches and tournaments that bring positive energy and visitors to River Forest.
In short, the lights represent a clear win for tennis players, for families, and for the
entire village, with no real downside when installed responsibly, as the club has
always done.

Please approve the lighting project. River Forest will be a better, more vibrant
community because of it.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Matt Hennis

 



From:                                             Mike McGarry <mcgarry@socraticarts.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 4:37 PM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Cc:                                                   RFTC60305@gmail.com
Subject:                                         [External]  Support For RFTC Lights Proposal
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Dear Village President and Trustees,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the River Forest Tennis Club (RFTC) proposal to
install modern, down-facing LED lights on its courts.
 
RFTC is an historic and vital institution in our village. It offers an invaluable recreational space
and is an important part of life for over 400 families in our community. It also offers tennis and
swim lessons available to all, not just members. By increasing the court's usable hours,
especially in the evening, these lights will allow more members to play without having to rush
home from work or school.
 
Crucially, increased utilization of RFTC courts will directly relieve pressure on River Forest's
public parks, particularly Keystone. When our private courts are unavailable, members often
resort to using those public, lit courts, which reduces availability for everyone. This project, at
no cost to the Village, will make paddle sports significantly more accessible for everyone in
the community by freeing up public court space.
 
I urge you to approve this necessary enhancement to a treasured Village resource.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mike McGarry
1330 Jackson Avenue
 



From:                                             Oskar Berg <oskarmberg1@gmail.com>
Sent:                                               Friday, November 21, 2025 7:51 AM
To:                                                  Matthew Walsh
Subject:                                         [External]  Support for lights RFTC
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Good morning,
 
My name is Oskar Berg. I live on 838 Keystone Avenue.
I am writing this email to show my support for adding lights to the courts at RFTC.
I listened to the debate online. It was very interesting to hear everyone's perspective. I
believe that there will be close to no light pollution with the proposed lights and sound
generated by the tennis players will be minimal. The traffic noise from Lathrope and
surrounding larger streets will be far greater. This change will benefit hundreds of
tennis players, of which the majority are River forest residents.
 
Thank you
 
Oskar Berg
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