
RIVER FOREST 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

MEETING AGENDA 

A meeting of the River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals will be held on Thursday, 
September 12, 2024, at 7:30 P.M. in the Community Room of the River Forest Village 
Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, Illinois. 

Physical attendance at this public meeting may be limited due to the COVID-19 
pandemic with Zoning Board of Appeals officials, staff and consultants having priority 
over members of the public. Public comments and any responses will be read into the 
public meeting record.  You may submit your public comments via email in advance 
of the meeting to: Clifford Radatz at cradatz@vrf.us.  You may listen to the meeting by 
clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86531530216 or participating in a 
telephone conference call as follows, dial-in number:  1-312-626-6799 with meeting 
id:  86531530216 

If you would like to participate over the phone, please contact Clifford Radatz by 
telephone at (708) 714-3557 or by email at cradatz@vrf.us by 12:00 pm on Thursday, 
September 12, 2024. 

I. Call to Order

II. Approval of the Minutes from the meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals on
July 11, 2024.

III. Public Hearing – Zoning Variation Request for 7618 Vine Street Lot Coverage.

IV. Public Hearing – Zoning Variation Request for 7611 Washington Boulevard –
Lot Coverage.

V. Public Hearing - Text Amendment Request regarding Electric Vehicle Charging
Stations.

VI. Public Comment

VII. Adjournment

mailto:cradatz@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86531530216
mailto:cradatz@vrf.us


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

July 11, 2024 
 

A meeting of the River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals was held at 7:30 pm on Thursday, July 

11, 2024, in the Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River 

Forest, Illinois. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Meeting started by calling roll.  Upon 

roll call the following persons were: 

Present:  Chairman Frank Martin, Members Gary Dombrowski, Mary Shoemaker, Corina 

Davis, Ron Lucchesi, Sheila Price  

Absent:  Chris Plywacz 

Also present at the meeting: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator and Clifford 

Radatz, Secretary. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS ON MAY 9, 2024 

A MOTION was made by Member Davis and seconded by Member Shoemaker to approve the 

minutes from the May 9 meeting.  

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Price, Lucchesi, Davis 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed. 

III. APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACT FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT – CHILD 

DAYCARE CENTER IN THE C3 COMMERCIAL ZONING DISTRICT AT 7777 

LAKE STREET 

A MOTION was made by Member Lucchesi seconded by Member Davis to approve the 

Findings of Fact for the special use permit.  

There was no additional discussion.  

Ayes:  Chairman Martin, Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Price, Lucchesi, Davis 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed. 

 



IV. CONFIRMATION OF NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULD MEETING – AUGUST 

8, 2024  

 

 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was none. 

 

VI. ADJOURNMENT  
 

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski to dismiss the meeting, seconded by Member 

Lucchesi to adjourn. A unanimous voice vote passed the motion.  

Meeting Adjourned at 7:33 p.m.  

 

Submitted: 

 

_________________________________________ 

Clifford E. Radatz, Secretary 

 

_________________________________________   Date: __________________ 

Frank Martin, Chairman 

Zoning Board of Appeals 



 

 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: September 5, 2024 

 

TO:  Zoning Board of Appeals  

 

FROM: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator  

Clifford E. Radatz, Building Official 

 

SUBJECT: Variation Request – 7618 Vine Street  

 

Shira Enbar and Michael Raspatello, owners of the property at 7618 Vine Street, have submitted 

the attached application for a variation to the lot coverage requirement. Section 10-8-5 of the 

Zoning Code requires that no more than 30% of the lot may be covered by the buildings. The 

applicant proposes to construct an addition to the existing single-family home which would 

increase to 32.81% lot coverage.   

 

If the Zoning Board wishes to recommend the approval of these variations to the Village Board 

of Trustees, the following motion should be made: 

 

Motion to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees the approval of the variations to Section 

10-8-5 of the Zoning Code at 7618 Vine Street. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this application, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica or 

Cliff. 







LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS 
 

Public Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) of the Village 
of River Forest, County of Cook, State of Illinois, on Thursday, September 12, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. in the First Floor 
Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, Illinois on the following matter: 

The ZBA will consider an application for major zoning variations submitted by Shira Enbar and Michael Raspatello, 
owners of the property at 7618 Vine Street, who are proposing to construct an addition onto the existing 
residence. 

Section 4-8-5 of the Village Code provides the Zoning Board jurisdiction to hold public hearings and offer 
recommendations to the Village Board concerning variations to Zoning Ordinance.  

The applicants are requesting major variations to Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance (10-8-5) allows a maximum Lot Coverage of 30 percent of the lot area.  
The proposed addition will increase the Lot coverage to approximately 32.81 percent. 

Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance (10-8-5) allows a maximum Floor Area Ratio of 0.40 (40 percent of the lot 
area).  The proposed addition will increase the Floor Area Ratio to 0.439. 

The legal description of the property at 7618 Vine Street is as follows:  

LOT 21 (EXCEPT THE NORTH 16 FEET THEREOF) IN BLOCK 6 IN THE RESUBDIVISION OF BLOCKS 3 AND 6 AND THE 
NORTH 450 FEET OF BLOCK 7 IN HENRY FIELD’S SUBDIVISION OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE EAST 1/2 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN 
COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

A copy of the application will be available to the public at Village Hall and on the Village’s website at 
www.vrf.us/zoningvariation no less than 15 days prior to the public hearing.  The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 
packet will also be available at www.vrf.us/meetings no less than 48 hours prior to the public hearing.  

All interested persons will be given the opportunity to be heard at the public hearing. For public comments to be 
considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board of Trustees in their decision, they must be included 
as part of the public hearing record.  Interested persons can learn more about how to participate in the hearing 
by visiting www.vrf.us/zoningvariation.  

Sincerely, 
Clifford Radatz 
Secretary, Zoning Board of Appeals 

http://www.vrf.us/zoningvariation
http://www.vrf.us/meetings
http://www.vrf.us/zoningvariation
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ZONING DISTRICT: 

ITEM: 
(REQUIREMENT) 

LOT AREA AND SIZE 
(MIN 8, 712SF) 

LOT WIDTH: 

R-2 

(NO LESS THAN THE AVERAGE 
WIDTH OF THE SAME-ZONED 

LOTS ON THE SAME BLOCK ON 
BOTH SIDES OF THE STREET) 

LOT COVERAGE: 

(BUILDINGS SHALL OCCUPY 
A MAXIMUM 30% OF LOT 
30%x5025 = 1507.5) 

FLOOR AREA RA TIO: 

(MAXIMUM FAR: 0.4 
5025"0.4=2,010 MAX) 

HEIGHT: 
(MAX 35', MAX 2 5 STORIES) 

SETBACKS 
FRONT SETBACK: 
(AVERAGE OF BLOCK) 

REAR YARD: 
(MIN 15% OF LOT DEPTH OR 
26'-2". WHICHEVER IS GREATER) 

ZONING INFO 

EXISTING: 
(CALCULATION) 

5,025SF 
(134'x37.5'=5,025) 

37.5' 

1305.3 SF 

(892.8 RESIDENCE 
+412.5 GARAGE=1305.3) 

0.355 

(892.8'2=1785.6 
1785.6/5025=35.5) 

30'-5" 

NO CHANGE 
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AND EXTEND EXISTING PROFILE TOWARDS REAR PER ALLOWED EXCEPTIONS IN 
CODE: 

SECTION 10-8-7.C.2.a 
EAVES: THE EAVES OF A STRUCTURE SHALL BE REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN A MINIMUM 
THREE FOOT SIDE YARD SETBACK. THE EAVE OF AN ADDITION. WHERE THE EAVE OF 
THE EXISTING STRUCTURE DOES NOT MEET THIS STANDARD, MAY BE CONSTRUCTED 
WITH A SIDE YARD EQUAL TO THE EXISTING NONCONFORMING SIDE YARD OF THAT 
EAVE. 

SECTION 10-8-7.C.2.b 
ADDITIONS: AN ADDITION TO AN EXISTING STRUCTURE THAT DOES NOT MEET THIS 
STANDARD MUST MAINTAIN EITHER A THREE FOOT SIDE YARD OR A SIDE YARD THAT 
IS THE SAME WIDTH AS THE CURRENT SIDE YARD, WHICHEVER IS WIDER A 
NONCONFORMING WALL BUILT ALONG A NONCONFORMING SIDE YARD MAY BE 
EXTENDED AN ADDITIONAL TWENTY FEET AS OF RIGHT INTO THE NONCONFORMING 
SIDE YARD AND THE HEIGHT OF A WALL THAT MAINTAINS A NONCONFORMING SIDE 
YARD SETBACK MAY NOT BE INCREASED. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE: September 12, 2024 

 

TO:  Zoning Board of Appeals  

 

FROM: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator  

Clifford E. Radatz, Building Official 

 

SUBJECT: Variation Request –7611 Washington Boulevard  

 

Justin and Ashley Collins, owners of the property at 7611 Washington Boulevard, have submitted 

the attached application for a variation to the lot coverage requirement. Section 10-8-5 of the 

Zoning Code requires that no more than 30% of the lot may be covered by the buildings. The 

applicant proposes to construct a garage to enclose two parking spaces, which would increase to 

32.07% lot coverage.   

 

If the Zoning Board wishes to recommend the approval of these variations to the Village Board 

of Trustees, the following motion should be made: 

 

Motion to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees the approval of the variations to Section 

10-8-5 of the Zoning Code at 7611 Washington Boulevard. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this application, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica or 

Cliff. 







LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS 
 

Public Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) of the Village 
of River Forest, County of Cook, State of Illinois, on Thursday, September 12, 2024, at 7:30 p.m. in the First Floor 
Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, Illinois on the following matter: 

The ZBA will consider an application for major zoning variations submitted by Ashley and Justin Collins, owners of 
the property at 7611 Washington Boulevard, who are proposing to construct a new detached garage. 

Section 4-8-5 of the Village Code provides the Zoning Board jurisdiction to hold public hearings and offer 
recommendations to the Village Board concerning variations to Zoning Ordinance.  

The applicants are requesting a major variation to Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance (10-8-5) allows a maximum Lot Coverage of 30 percent of the lot area.  
The new detached garage will increase the Lot Coverage to approximately 32.07 percent. 

The legal description of the property at 7611 Washington Boulevard is as follows:  

LOT 13 IN WILLIAM P. TUTTLE’S RESUBDIVISION  OF LOTS 11 TO 19 AND THE WEST 9 FEET OF LOTS 1 TO 10 AND 
THE EAST 9 FEET  OF LOTS 21 TO 30 IN BLOCK 3 OF LOTS 1 TO 9 IN BLOCK 6 IN THE RESUBDIVISION OF BLOCKS 3 
AND 6 AND THE NORTH 450 FEEET OF BLOCK 7 IN HENRY FIELD’S SUBDIVISION OF THE EAST HALF OF THE EAST 
HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

A copy of the application will be available to the public at Village Hall and on the Village’s website at 
www.vrf.us/zoningvariation no less than 7 days prior to the public hearing.  The Zoning Board of Appeals meeting 
packet will also be available at www.vrf.us/meetings no less than 48 hours prior to the public hearing.  

All interested persons will be given the opportunity to be heard at the public hearing. For public comments to be 
considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board of Trustees in their decision, they must be included 
as part of the public hearing record.  Interested persons can learn more about how to participate in the hearing 
by visiting www.vrf.us/zoningvariation.  

Sincerely, 
Clifford Radatz 
Secretary, Zoning Board of Appeals 

http://www.vrf.us/zoningvariation
http://www.vrf.us/meetings
http://www.vrf.us/zoningvariation


Description of the proposed variation
We seek a lot coverage and floor area ratio variance from the Village of River Forest. The property,
7611 Washington Blvd, does not have an accessory garage structure (detached garage), and we are
seeking approval to construct an accessory structure that satisfies the requirements of village
ordinance 10-9-8 (10-8-8). The Off Street Parking Ordinance 10-9-8 (10-8-8) states “no building
may be erected unless there shall be provided two enclosed parking spaces for passenger
automobiles.” We are seeking to add an accessory structure measuring 22’x22.5’ to satisfy this
requirement.

Within the accessory garage structure, our plan is to store the following items:
● 2 passenger vehicles
● Adult and kid ride-ons (i.e. bikes, scooters, strollers)
● Sports & Activity equipment (i.e. balls, nets, lawn chairs)
● Gardening equipment (i.e, snowblower, lawn mower, shovels)

We desire to protect our personal belongings from the elements and keep them secure.

1
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Standards for Major Variations
Standards for Major Variations: A major variation shall be recommended by the Zoning Board of
Appeals only if it makes findings, based upon the evidence presented to it, that each of the following
standards has been met:

1. The physical surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific property
involved will bring a specific hardship upon the owner as distinguished from an
inconvenience if the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out;

Generally speaking, the square footage of the lot is smaller than the average lot in the
village. With that in mind, when it comes to the 30 percent lot coverage ratio, there’s
not much flexibility or modifications for a home built in 1927 that we can introduce
to satisfy the requirements of modern ordinances.

Also, the property sits on a busier street that’s prone to speeding vehicles. We view
the driveway that runs the length of the house (which also has a gate) as a safe space
for our three kids (7, 5, 14mo) to play. Having an accessory structure that fits two cars,
would provide themmore space to play.

Lastly, people are curious, and in unfortunate events, they choose to take personal
items that don’t belong to them. Without a garage, we don’t have a place to keep our
bikes, strollers, etc., secure.

2. The aforesaid unique physical condition did not result from any action of any person
having an interest in the property, but was created by natural forces or was the result
of governmental action, other than the adoption of this Zoning Title, for which no
compensation was paid;

No compensation was paid. The square footage of the lot was determined by the
village when the lot lines were established.

3. The conditions upon which the petition for variation is based may not be applicable
generally to other property within the same zoning classification;

We believe our conditions are different from others for two reasons. First, properties
similar to ours already have an accessory structure - whereas ours has none. Second,
the previous owners chose to enlarge the deck on the back of the house. While it’s not
sure when the deck was added to the home, we don’t believe they foresaw the
implications of a larger deck on a future accessory structure.

4. The purpose of the variation is not based predominantly upon a desire for economic
gain;

We are not seeking economic gain from this variance. We are looking to add an
accessory structure that will keep our personal belongings safe from the elements and
theft. In addition, we want to be neighborly and provide an
organized/cleaned-up-looking yard for our neighbors. Lastly, the property used to

2
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have an accessory structure, but the former owners (we took possession in June of
2024) demolished it and chose not to replace it.

5. The granting of the variation shall not be detrimental to the public welfare or unduly
injurious to the enjoyment, use, or development value of other property or
improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located; or,

We do not believe granting the variation shall be detrimental to the neighborhood or
our immediate neighbors. The accessory structure will not:

● Encroach on property lines (preventing future property disputes)
● Block visibility or introduce safety hazards for pedestrians or vehicles. It may

even improve because it will reduce the frequency of us parking in the
driveway or on the street.

● Inhibit the usability of the neighbor's yard or introduce new privacy concerns.
There are no plans to remove mature vegetation (i.e., trees) or existing fences.

6. The proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent
property, or substantially increase the danger of fire, or otherwise endanger the
public safety or substantially diminish or impair property values within the
neighborhood;

No, we do not believe adding the accessory structure will impair adjacent properties.
Where required by code, the structure will have fire-rated materials to prevent the
spread of fire. As previously mentioned, the property had an accessory structure, but
it was demolished at some point. We are seeking to replace a structure that once
stood. Lastly, the property sits in a row of similar-looking bungalows, each of which
has an accessory structure in our proposed location.

7. That the granting of the variation would not unduly tax public utilities and facilities in
the area;

The granting of the variation will not tax public utilities and facilities. The only utility
the accessory structure requires will be electrical, which the home owners will be
financially responsible for. There are plans to add water or sewer service to the
accessory structure. Additionally, since the structure will be added to private
property, it will be the homeowners financial responsibility to build and maintain the
structure.

8. That there is no means other than the requested variation by which the alleged
hardship or difficulty can be avoided or remedied to a degree sufficient to permit a
reasonable use of the subject property.

We do not believe there are any other reasonable methods we can explore with the
proposed addition of our accessory structure. We are placed in the middle of
competing village ordinances (lot coverage and two enclosed garage spots).

3
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● We are limited to 30% lot coverage but our property sits on one of the smaller
lots within the village. As a result, we’re bumping up against the threshold
faster than a standard-size lot would.

● Per village ordinance 10-9-8 (10-8-8), two enclosed spaces are required. With
the average width of modern cars, we don’t see how we can enter and exit our
vehicles (we have three kids in car seats) and store our belongings.

4
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The Proposed Garage Location

5
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Notes of Support from the neighbors

Address Note

7629Washington Blvd
Don Huber

7615Washington Blvd
Kim Anderegg

6
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7616Washington Blvd
Colleen Norton

7609Washington Blvd
Matt Stagner

Olivia Denton
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7621Washington Blvd
Lisa Rothkopf

7625Washington Blvd
Cindy and Charles Isaac

8
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS 

 
 
Public Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held by the Zoning Board of Appeals of the 

Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, on Thursday, September 12, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. in the First 

Floor Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, Illinois, to consider 

amendment(s) to the Village’s Zoning Ordinance which include, but may not be limited to, the following:  

 

1. A Text Amendment to Section 10-3-1 (Definitions of Words and Terms) of the Zoning Ordinance 

regarding to define terms relating to electric vehicle charging; and 

2. A Text Amendment to create a new Section 10-7-7 of the Zoning Ordinance regarding Electric Vehicle 

Charging Station Standards; and 

3. A Text Amendment to Section 10-12-8 (Off Street Parking) of the Zoning Ordinance to establish 

electric vehicle charging infrastructure requirements for new construction in C1, C2, C3 and ORIC 

districts; and 

4. A Text Amendment to Section 10-21-3 (Land Use Chart) of the Zoning Ordinance to designate Electric 

Vehicle Charging as a permitted accessory use in all zoning districts.  

 

The petitioner for the Text Amendments is the Village President and Board of Trustees.  This public hearing 

is being held pursuant to direction given by the Village Board of Trustees for the Zoning Board of Appeals 

to consider these amendments.  For additional information visit www.vrf.us.  

All interested persons will be given the opportunity to be heard at the public hearing. For public 

comments to be considered by the Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board of Trustees in their 

decision, they must be included as part of the public hearing record.  If you cannot attend the public 

hearing but would like to provide input on this matter to the Zoning Board of Appeals you may submit 

your comments in writing, to Clifford Radatz, Building Official, no later than 12:00 Noon on the date of 

the public hearing at cradatz@vrf.us or by mailing them to 400 Park Avenue, River Forest, IL 60305.   

For further information or for a copy of the proposed text amendments, please contact Village 

Administrator Matt Walsh at (708) 714-3563 or at mwalsh@vrf.us or visit www.vrf.us.  

Sincerely, 

Clifford Radatz 

Secretary, Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

http://www.vrf.us/
mailto:cradatz@vrf.us
mailto:mwalsh@vrf.us
http://www.vrf.us/


Village of River Forest 
Public Works and Engineering 

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: September 12, 2024 
 
To: Zoning Board of Appeals 

 
From: Seth Jansen, Management Analyst 
 
Subj: Proposed Text Amendments – Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In the fall of 2022, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus (“MMC”) invited municipalities to 
participate in the new Electric Vehicle (“EV”) Readiness Program to prepare to meet the 
growing demand for EVs and EV charging infrastructure. Qualifying local governments applied 
to join an EV Readiness cohort and receive free technical assistance and training in a variety of 
critical areas as they work toward the designation of “EV Ready Community.” The Village of 
River Forest applied for and was accepted into the 2nd cohort, which officially began in August 
of 2023. 
 
Similar to the SolSmart program, local government members of the EV Readiness cohorts 
follow a pathway toward EV Ready Bronze, Silver or Gold by completing a number of actions 
presented in the EV Readiness Checklist. With guidance and resources assembled by the 
Caucus’ EV Readiness Team, municipal leaders develop clear permitting for EV charging 
infrastructure, analyze zoning and parking codes to address barriers to EV infrastructure, 
engage the community, and participate in technical and safety training for staff.  
 
Currently, there are two zoning items the Village must address to achieve Bronze designation 
and six additional items to receive Silver designation. Furthermore, there are two additional 
items outside of the zoning section of the EV Readiness Checklist, but which require changes to 
the Village zoning code, that are required to receive Gold designation, one concerning parking 
and one concerning new construction. Outlined in the attached MMC EV Readiness Checklist 
are the specific items, including designation level for which they are required, and the action 
the Village would need to take to achieve the points for that item.  
 
At the March 12th meeting of the Village Sustainability Commission, the Commission reviewed 
several examples and model language clauses provided by the MMC to achieve these action 
items. The Commission provided their input on several items. The Commission voted 
unanimously to make a recommendation to the Village Board of Trustees to proceed with a text 
amendment related to electric vehicle charging stations. 



 
At the March 25th meeting of the Village Board of Trustees, the Board provided further input 
and voted to direct the Village Administrator to propose text amendments related to electric 
vehicle charging stations to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a public hearing and 
recommendation. The attached preliminary draft document incorporates both model language 
provided by the MMC and input from the Village Board and Sustainability Commission.  
 
Recommendation: Motion to recommend approval of the proposed text amendments to 
Chapters 3, 7, 12, and 21 of the Zoning Ordinance to the Village Board of Trustees. 
 
Attachments: 

• Preliminary Draft Text Amendment 
• MMC EV Readiness Checklist – Zoning and New Construction Items 



Code Amendments. That Section 1 (Definitions of Words and Terms) of Chapter 
3 (Definitions) of Title 10 (Zoning) of the Village Code is hereby amended as follows, with 
additions underlined:  
 
… 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE: Any vehicle which stores electric energy in a rechargeable battery 
pack to be used for propulsion and has a conductive plug or inductive wireless connection 
for recharging the battery. The definition of Electric Vehicle includes Battery Electric 
Vehicles, which only use energy stored in rechargeable battery packs onboard the vehicle 
to propel the vehicle, and Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles, which have both an electric 
motor and an internal combustion engine and can be powered with either. The definition 
of Electric Vehicle does not include Hybrid Electric Vehicles, which do not plug in and for 
which the primary source of energy is derived from fuel that powers an engine. 
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING INFRASTRUCTURE: Any “make ready” electrical 
equipment necessary to delivery electrical power from a facility to Electric Vehicle Supply 
Equipment, including panels with circuit breakers, switchboards, transformers, conduit, 
wiring, junction boxes, conduit hangers and other interconnections.   
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION: Any equipment designed to safety supply 
and manage power into Plugin EVs.   EV Charging Stations include hard-wired EV 
Charging Stations and EV Charging Stations that plug in to standard wall outlets and may 
also integrate communication, metering, GPS and other features that assist EV drivers 
and the host facility.  The definition of Electric Vehicle Charging Station includes any 
stations which provide Level 1 Charging, Level 2 Charging, or Direct Current Fast 
Charging, as defined herein: 
 Level 1 Charging: Electric Vehicle battery charging that uses 110-to-120-volt 
Alternating Current supply power, with a power range from 0.88 kilowatts (kW) to 1.92 
kW. 
 Level 2 Charging: Electric Vehicle battery charging that uses 208-to-240-volt 
Alternating Current supply power, with a power range from 3.3 kW to 19.2kW. 
 Direct Current Fast Charging: Electric Vehicle battery charging that uses Direct 
Current power to refuel Electric Vehicles at various amperage levels and voltage levels 
with power outputs ranging between 25kW and 175 kW. 
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE SUPPLY EQUIPMENT: Any conductors and electric vehicle 
connectors, attachment plugs, and all other fittings, devices, power outlets, or apparatus 
installed specifically for the purpose of transferring energy between the premises wiring 
and the electric vehicle. 
 
… 
 

Code Amendments. That Chapter 7 (Regulations of General Applicability) of Title 
10 (Zoning) of the Village Code is hereby amended to include a new Section 10-7-7, as 
follows: 

 



10-7-7: Electric Vehicle Charging Station Standards 
 
A. Parking 

1. In all zoning districts, electric vehicle charging stations, associated 
equipment, and make-ready parking spaces may be counted toward 
satisfying minimum off-street parking space requirements. 

2. Any off-street parking spaces designated for electric vehicle charging 
shall comply with all relevant regulations as established in Section 10-7-
4. 

B. Electric Vehicle Charging in the Public Right of Way 
1. Electric vehicle charging stations and associated charging infrastructure 

and supply equipment may only be installed in the Public Right of Way 
immediately adjacent to striped on-street parking spaces located in 
districts C1, C2, C3, or ORIC.  

2. The installation of any electric vehicle charging stations and associated 
charging infrastructure and supply equipment shall comply with all 
relevant regulations as established in Chapter 5-14.  

3. The electric charging station and associated supply equipment may not 
block the public right‐of‐way for pedestrians where minimal 
unobstructed walkable sidewalks exist or be located in a place that 
obstructs or interferes with a driver’s view of approaching, merging or 
intersecting traffic in and around the right‐of‐way.  

4. Any electric vehicle utilizing an electric vehicle charging station within 
the public right of way shall comply with all relevant parking regulations 
established in Chapters 9-2 and 9-3. 

C. Appearance: 
1. In districts R1, R2, R3, and R4, electric charging stations and associated 

supply equipment shall, whenever possible, be located so as not to be 
visible from any public ways. 

2. Electric vehicle charging stations shall be protected by bollards, 
structures, or non-mountable curbs if located directly in a publicly 
accessible parking lot. 

3. Electric vehicle supply equipment shall be mounted or include 
retractable cords so as to not impede pedestrian travel or create a trip 
hazard. 

4. Adequate lighting shall be provided to any electric vehicle charging 
station which is publicly accessible during nighttime hours. 

5. Any signage or advertisement appearing on electric vehicle charging 
stations and electric vehicle supply equipment shall comply with all 
relevant regulations as established in Chapter 4-5. 

6. The installation of any electric vehicle charging stations and associated 
supply equipment shall consider design elements that can be integrated 
into the architectural concept. Whenever possible, electric vehicle 
charging stations and associated supply equipment materials shall be 
compatible with buildings, their scale shall fit the style of the host site, 
colors shall be in harmony with buildings, and surroundings shall be 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/riverforestil/latest/riverforest_il/0-0-0-8681#JD_10-7-4
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/riverforestil/latest/riverforest_il/0-0-0-8681#JD_10-7-4
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/riverforestil/latest/riverforest_il/0-0-0-4044
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/riverforestil/latest/riverforest_il/0-0-0-6847
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/riverforestil/latest/riverforest_il/0-0-0-7100
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/riverforestil/latest/riverforest_il/0-0-0-2542


attractive and consistent with the surrounding area’s aesthetic values. 
Standards and criteria should be considered guidelines, and flexibility 
should be allowed when alternatives can better achieve objectives. 

D. The installation of electric vehicle charging stations and associated charging 
infrastructure and supply equipment and the standard operation thereof shall 
be permitted subject to meeting all applicable standards of Village of River 
Forest’s codes and ordinances. 
 

Code Amendments. That Section 8 (Off Street Parking) of Chapter 12 (C1 
Commercial District) of Title 10 (Zoning) of the Village Code is hereby amended as 
follows, with additions underlined:  
 
… 
K. Any new construction providing parking spaces to serve nonresidential uses 
shall include the installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure to support 
the future installation of electric vehicle supply equipment for the lesser of 20% of 
all parking spaces or 6 total parking spaces. 
 
 

Code Amendments. That Section 3 (Appendix A) of Chapter 21 (Land Use 
Chart) of Title 10 (Zoning) of the Village Code is hereby amended as follows, with 
additions underlined:  
 

LAND USES R1 And R2 
Low 
Density 
Residential 

R3 Medium 
Density 
Residential 

R4 High 
Density 
Residential 

C1 
Commercial 

C2 
Commercial 

C3 Central 
Commercial 

ORIC Office/ 
Research/ 
Industrial/ 
Commercial 

PRI 
Public/Private 
Recreational 
Institutional 

ACCESSORY 
USES 

        

Electric Vehicle 
Charging 
 

P P P P P P P P 
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ZP ZONING AND PLANNING

ZP‐2
Clearly classify EVCS in zoning 

regulations. 

ZP‐2A

When EV charging is not the primary 

use of the site, classify the EV charging 

station as an accessory use.

5

ZP‐2B

When EV charging is the primary use 

of the site, establish new classification 

of retail EV charging facility or 

articulate suitable existing 

classification. 

5 5

ZP‐3

Establish zoning regulations to 

facilitate EVCS installation and clearly 

communicate rules.

ZP‐3A

Define transportation electrification 

technologies (EVs, EVCSs) to be 

considered.

2 2

ZP‐3B

Establish zoning regulations to 

facilitate EVCS installation, assuring it 

no more difficult to site EVCS than any 

other equipment or use, and clearly 

communicate rules.  

5 5

ZP‐3C

For EV charging stations that are the 

primary use of the site, update zoning 

code to allow these in most or all 

districts.

5 5

ZP‐3D

Establish new or articulate existing 

regulations for content and 

appearance of advertising on EVSEs.

5 5

ZP‐3E

Establish new or articulate existing 

regulations for whether and under 

what conditions EV charging stations 

are allowed in the right of way. 

5 5

ZP‐3F

Establish new or articulate existing 

regulations for the appearance of 

public EVCSs.

5 5

ZP‐3G
Clearly and concisely communicate 

EVCS zoning regulations to the public.
2 2
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ZP‐4

Where minimum parking 

requirements exist, flex the number 

of required parking spaces to 

accommodate Level 2 and DCFC 

EVCS. (Conditional Points )

5

PK PARKING AND ACCESS

PK‐4

Design parking rules to safely and 

equitably allow access, while 

matching charging type, physical 

space, land use, occupancy type, and 

type of parking.

5 5

NC NEW CONSTRUCTION

NC‐1

Establish targets and timelines for 

making all new construction EV 

Capable, EV Ready and/or EVSE 

Installed, as applicable. Tailor targets 

for single‐family residential, multi‐

family residential and commercial 

construction.   

5 5

NC‐2

Communicate/ enforce provisions of 

the Illinois Electric Vehicle Charging 

Act (Public Act 103‐0053), which 

requires new construction projects 

for single‐family and multi‐family 

dwellings to be EV Capable and 

provides a right to charge for 

residents.
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NC‐4C

for commercial development. 

Require a proportion of parking 

spaces to be EV Capable, EV Ready 

and/or EVSE Installed. Establish 

requirements for L2 and DCFCs, 
maximum electrical amperage for 

each parking space and power 

capacity for electrical panels.
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