
 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 22, 2019 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

a. Appointment of Susan Conti as Temporary Presiding Chairperson for Meeting 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 

5. Consent Agenda 
a. Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes – April 8, 2019 
b. Special Village Board Meeting Minutes – April 8, 2019 
c. Award Bid and Contract to Denler, Inc. for $34,850.00 for 2019 Pavement Crack fill 
d. Award Bid and Contract to Denler, Inc. for $56,260.00 for 2019 Pavement Preservation 
e. 2019 Village Compensation Plan Approval 
f. Amend Title 5 of the Village Code Regarding Water Rate Increase – Ordinance   
g. Monthly Financial Report – March 2019 
h. Accounts Payable – March 2019 - $1,415,661.00 
i. Waiver of Formal Bids (Due to Sole Source Provider) and Award of Purchase to MegaSecur, Inc. for $25,173.46 

for the purchase of the MegaSecur Water-Gate WL60 for Flood Protection Dam Equipment 
j. Authorization to Pay Accela, Inc. for Springbrook Annual Maintenance Fee in the Amount of $24,923.00 
k. Village Administrator’s Report 

 
6. Consent Items for Separate Consideration 

a. Payment for the Madison Street TIF Fund for $98.03 & Payment for the Economic Development Fund for 
$4,611.14 (Trustee Vazquez Common Law Conflict of Interest) 

 
7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions and Committees 

a. Zoning Board of Appeals – Side Yard Setback and Height Variations for a Garage at 559 Ashland – Ordinance  
b. Zoning Board of Appeals – Text Amendment – Planned Development Standard for Individuals with Disabilities – 
Ordinance 
c. Zoning Board of Appeals – Text Amendment – Allowing Child Daycare Centers as a Special Use in the PRI 
Zoning District – Ordinance  
d. Zoning Board of Appeals – Text Amendment – Horizontal Extensions of Non-Conforming Eaves in Side Yard 
Setbacks – Ordinance  
e. Zoning Board of Appeals – Text Amendment – Vertical Additions to Non-Conforming Walls in Side Yard 
Setbacks – Ordinance  

 
8. Unfinished Business 

 
9. New Business 

a. Amend Title 8 of the Village Code – Allow One Day Temporary Liquor Licenses for Private Businesses Under a 
Class 5 License – Ordinance  
 

10. Executive Session 
 

11. Adjournment 
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 VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, April 8, 2019 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, April 
8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, 
IL.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Village Clerk Kathleen Brand-White, Village Administrator Eric Palm, Assistant 

Village Administrator Lisa Scheiner, Assistant to the Village Administrator 
Jonathan Pape, Management Analyst Sara Phyfer, Police Chief James O’Shea, 
Police Commander James Greenwood, Fire Chief Kurt Bohlmann, Public Works 
Director John Anderson, Village Engineer Jeff Loster, Finance Director 
Rosemary McAdams, Village Attorney Greg Smith  

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
3. CITIZEN COMMENTS  
 
None. 
 
4. ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
Trustee Gibbs extended his thanks for the Officer of the Year ceremony and to Officer 
Cromley and his family. He expressed his condolences to the family of his friend James Gery, 
who passed away in March after a tragic snowmobile accident. He also congratulated the 
winners of last week’s election and acknowledged the effort that goes into running for office. 
Finally, he encouraged staff to do what they can to ensure landscaping companies are 
properly licensed.  

Trustee Henek congratulated Officer Cromley and the newly elected officials.  

Trustee Conti welcomed everyone to the meeting and congratulated Officer Cromley. 

Village Clerk Brand-White also congratulated Officer Cromley.   

Trustee Vazquez welcomed the public to the meeting and wished everyone a happy spring 
and Easter. He also congratulated Officer Cromley and expressed his appreciation of 
Trustees Gibbs, Conti, and Corsini for their dedication and mentorship.  



VBOT April 8, 2019 

 2 

Trustee Cargie also congratulated Officer Cromley, stating this award was a testament to how 
well he has done. He also said thank you to those who ran for public office, noting its 
challenges.  

Trustee Corsini thanked everyone for coming, stating it is great to see residents engaged and 
participating in making River Forest a great place to live. She expressed her condolences to 
the Gery family for their terrible loss. She congratulated Officer Cromley on his award and 
the election’s victors. She announced that the Recycling Extravaganza is May 4 and that River 
Forest was named a Tree City USA.  

President Adduci also offered her congratulations to Officer Cromley, stating that it is a 
testament to his service. She announced she had attended a legislative committee meeting 
for Illinois Municipal League. She highlighted some of the topics, including keeping and 
restoring the local government distributive fund and pension reform. She expressed hope 
that the State will consider and approve Governor Pritzker’s capital bill before adjourning 
May 31. She noted the Village could seek funding for several projects if the bill passes.  

In response to a question from President Adduci, Administrator Palm stated the Village and 
Sustainability Commission were recognized with the Green Intelligence Award from the 
West Cook Solid Waste Agency. The Village will be receiving the award on April 22.  

a. 2018 Officer of the Year – Officer James Cromley 

Chief O’Shea introduced Officer James Cromley and described his background as an officer 
and shift leader. He noted that Officer Cromley’s nomination is due to his diligent work and 
willingness to assist. Chief O’Shea highlighted his initiative and integrity with residents and 
commended Officer Cromley on his physical and mental preparedness for daily challenges. 
President Adduci presented the award to Officer Cromley.   

5. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

a. Regular Village Board Meeting Minutes – March 11, 2019 
b. Award Bid and Contract for 2019 Street Patching Program to McGill Construction, 

LLC for $70,415 
c. Award Bid and Contract for 2019 Curb and Sidewalk Program to Strada 

Construction, Co. for $60,232.50 
d. Declaration of Surplus Property and Authorization of Sale By Internet Auction of the 

2007 Sterling Vac-Con Sewer Truck – Ordinance  
e. Monthly Department Reports 
f. Monthly Performance Measurement Report 
g. Village Administrator’s Report 

 
Trustee Corsini made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gibbs, to approve the Consent Agenda 
items A through G.   
 
Trustee Corsini thanked Staff for continuing the analysis of crosswalks throughout the 
Village and keeping them high priority while resurfacing.  
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Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
6. CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION 
 
None. 
 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
 

a. Zoning Board of Appeals – Variation for Lot Coverage at 1427 Jackson – Ordinance 
 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion, seconded by Trustee Conti, to approve an Ordinance granting 
the requested variation to Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance at 1427 Jackson, 
conditional on a mutually agreed upon water detention plan between owner and Staff – 
Ordinance.   

Hank Haff (JHJ Homes), petitioner, introduced his project and stressed he wanted to make 
this work for everybody and that they want to be good neighbors. He emphasized how 
difficult it is not to have a garage, and that if they sold the home tomorrow, the new owner 
would be looking to put in a garage. He stated they would work with neighbors and do their 
best to manage stormwater drainage.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Mr. Haff confirmed this is the smallest garage 
they could build and that they would be amenable to receiving approval conditional on a 
water detention plan. Mr. Haff stated the property sits low and apologized for the collection 
of clay that needs to be hauled out. He also stated they are currently considering installing a 
dry well.  He emphasized he wants the backyard to be usable for the family that move in. In 
response to a follow up question from Trustee Cargie, Mr. Haff stated the grading study has 
just been completed.   
 
In response to a question from Trustee Conti, Village Engineer Loster stated a detention plan 
would depend on whether the goal is to offset water from a low-lying area from diverting to 
neighboring properties or to offset new impervious surface being added. He indicated there 
are many options.   
 
In response to a question from Trustee Corsini, Village Engineer Loster stated there is 
currently no requirement in the Village’s grading requirements to provide water storage. He 
emphasized that water is going to collect in a low-lying area.  
 
Administrator Palm highlighted that had the applicant not needed a variation, the applicant 
would not need any kind of detention requirements.  
 
John Binder, 1422 Monroe, stated he lives behind the property in question. He suggested the 
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Board could table the vote until the water detention piece was worked out.  
 
Dennis McMurray, 1429 Jackson, showed the Board photos of his yard after a heavy rain 
event and expressed concerns about flooding.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Corsini, Assistant Village Administrator Scheiner 
stated there was a permit for an in-kind patio replacement with permeable pavers in 2018.  
Village Engineer Loster stated that the grading ordinance does not require a grading plan if 
staying within the same footprint and there is no requirement to provide water storage. He 
explained that Staff does not require a grading plan if they do not believe it would be helpful.  
 
Mr. McMurray stated the petitioner has raised their section of the yard 6” and his yard has 
flooded four times since the dirt was re-distributed.   
 
President Adduci stated every owner deserves a garage and agreed that the variation could 
be granted on the condition that water runoff will be captured.  
 
The Board further discussed and concluded that neighbors cannot expect the flooding to be 
resolved completely but that the construction of a garage on the property should not make 
the flooding any worse than what is currently being experienced.  
  
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None  
 

b. Plan Commission – Discussion: 2019 Village of River Forest Comprehensive Plan 
 

President Adduci reminded everyone that the Comprehensive Plan has been an 18-month 
discussion before getting to this point. She stated their intent is to approve the Plan at a 
6:00PM Special Village Board of Trustees meeting on May 13.  
 
Annette Szczesny, 7956 Madison, stated she is the president of the Keystone Crossing Condo 
Association. She asked which document she should follow for the land use of her property 
because this is inconsistent with the Madision Street TIF Plan document.  
 
Administrator Palm stated the Madison Street TIF Plan was likely referring to the old 
Comprehensive Plan and that everyone should give deference to what the future Plan 
proposes. He emphasized that what is in the plan are land use ideas and that there are 
currently no development plans for projects in the TIF districts.  
 
Mark Weissburg, 7214 Quick, stated there are great things in the Comprehensive Plan but 
expressed concern about building height changes. He questioned why the Village would want 
to open up the possibility of six story buildings on Lake Street.  
 
Carla Sloan, 612 Ashland, stated she is the River Forest Township Supervisor and applauded 
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the efforts of all who worked to develop the Comprehensive Plan. She thanked the trustees 
for their dedication to the Board and for their support of the Township. She clarified a few 
errors in the text and requested that the Township be included in the recommendation for a 
joint Aging in Place Commission. She also requested that the references to the “Community 
Center” property be corrected to “Civic Authority Building,” and to emphasize that the Civic 
Center Authority is not a taxing body. 
 
Dan Lauber, 7215 Oak, thanked Chair David Crosby and the Plan Commission for allowing 
adequate time to testify at the Public Hearing and for incorporating the requested changes. 
He expressed concern about the suggestion of relocating the Public Works building to a 
neighboring municipality. He stated Staff would have to drive farther distances and this 
would increase operating costs. He also remarked that this would be a violation of 
environmental justice to relocate to a lower income community. In reference to changing the 
maximum heights of buildings, he suggested to keep the heights where they are and to 
instead use density bonuses. In reference to affordable housing, Mr. Lauber stressed that the 
Comprehensive Plan should include an affordable housing plan to show a commitment to all 
residents including those with modest incomes.  
 
Plan Commission Chair David Crobsy reiterated that the Comprehensive Plan shows where 
we have been and where it will take us, noting that the previous plan is from 2003. He 
emphasized that Village Planner John Houseal and Staff have incorporated feedback from the 
Village’s commissions and public workshops. Chair Crosby underscored that this document 
will serve as a foundation for decision-making.  
 
Village Planner Houseal explained that the Plan has strived to capture what is best about 
River Forest and why people want to live here. He affirmed that the Plan is not regulatory 
like zoning but rather helps stakeholders make informed decisions about where to go with 
River Forest. He summarized what has been done to get to this stage. Village Planner Houseal 
responded to the questions that were raised during public comment. First, he stated the TIF 
Plan is not as robust as a Comprehensive Plan and does not have a lot of detailed 
recommendations. The latter is used as a guiding principle for land use and development. 
Next, he clarified that the Plan does not recommend that all buildings in the commercial 
corridors be six stories. Rather, since building height for developments has frequently been 
granted relief, the maximum allowable height ought to be reconsidered, and that the 
numbers referenced in the Plan are what the Village can consider going forward. He 
indicated that residents do not know what to expect if the Village is always granting higher 
buildings. He stated increasing the maximum allowable height would involve balancing input 
from commissions and the public. He confirmed Township Supervisor Sloan’s feedback could 
be incorporated. In reference to Mr. Lauber’s comments, Village Planner Houseal disagreed 
with his position on relocating the Public Works building. He stated it would be beneficial if 
it is logistically advantageous for all participating communities, but it would need to be 
investigated to determine whether the building’s relocation would drive up service numbers.   
Regarding affordable housing, Village Planner Houseal stated that 9% of the housing stock is 
affordable according to the Illinois Housing Development Authority’s calculations. He 
disagreed that the required affordable housing plan should be included in the 
Comprehensive Plan, stating that it should live in its own document.  
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President Adduci remarked that the implementation piece is what is causing the most 
concern. She reiterated that this document is a plan and a road map. She proposed including 
the Village’s guiding principles into the plan: safety, strengthening property values, and 
stabilizing property taxes. She also suggested incorporating a more robust plan for the 
business districts, such as naming them, as well as working more with the Forest Preserve 
and the use of their spaces.  
 
Village Planner Houseal acknowledged these ideas and confirmed they could incorporate 
these minor tweaks prior to the adoption of the document. However, he stated the branding 
and marketing of the corridors should be done separately from the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Trustee Cargie stated the Plan truly reflects community input and commended the Plan 
Commission and Village Planner Houseal.  
 
In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Village Attorney Smith confirmed the Village 
can require bicycle parking on commercial properties.  
 
Trustee Corsini stated the Plan Commission Public Hearing was extremely informative, and 
that the final product will show that everyone has taken a lot of time and effort to put this 
Plan together. 
 
In response to a question from Trustee Corsini, Village Planner Houseal reiterated that there 
is no direct line between land use planning and zoning classifications.  
  
Trustee Corsini offered some suggestions, including strengthening the text on façade 
programs and what authority business districts give the Village. 
 
The Board discussed their concerns relative to the maximum allowable height of buildings 
in the commercial corridors. Village Planner Houseal remarked that there is no singular right 
way to do it, and that the intent is articulated. He reiterated that the Plan is not dictating 
maximum allowable heights but giving a recommendation. The Board agreed to Village 
Planner Houseal’s suggestion of including text saying there is an opportunity or a need to 
increase building height along business corridors.   
 
The Board further discussed text related to parking, the action matrix, addressing residents 
with disabilities, and street lighting.   

 
c. Traffic and Safety – Intersection Improvements at the Intersection of Bonnie Brae 

and Oak 
 
Trustee Cargie made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gibbs, to accept the recommendation 
of the Traffic and Safety Commission regarding intersection improvements at the 
intersection of Bonnie Brae and Oak.  
 
Village Engineer Loster summarized the proposed improvements, stating there were 
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concerns raised by residents about pedestrian crossings Oak at Bonnie Brae.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None  
 

d. Traffic and Safety – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code – Changes to Parking 
Restrictions on the East Side of the 200 Block of Thatcher, the South Side of Linden 
Between Thatcher and Gale, the East and West Sides of the 200 Block of Gale, the East 
and West Sides of the 200 Block of Keystone, and the East and West Sides to the 200 
Block of Forest – Ordinance 

 
Trustee Corsini made a motion, seconded by Trustee Cargie, to table the proposed Traffic 
and Safety ordinance to amend Title 9 of the Village Code. 
 
In discussion of this item, the Village Board raised concerns that these restrictions would 
punish residents. They determined hourly parking would be a better alternative than 
restricting parking with parking passes or prohibiting parking. Administrator Palm stated 
Staff would revise the ordinances.  

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None  
 

e. Traffic and Safety – Amend Title 9 of the Village Code Regarding a No Parking 
Restriction on the North Side of Linden Avenue Between Thatcher and Gale – 
Ordinance  

 
Trustee Corsini made a motion, seconded by Trustee Cargie, to table the proposed Traffic 
and Safety ordinance to amend Title 9 of the Village Code. 

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None  

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

a. Amend Title 4 of the Village Code – Updates to the Village’s Stormwater Regulations 
– Ordinance  

Trustee Cargie made a motion, seconded by Trustee Vazquez, to approve an Ordinance 
Amending Title 4 of the Village Code related to updates to the Village’s Stormwater 
Regulations – Ordinance.  
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Village Engineer Loster stated this ordinance puts the Village in line with the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District’s updates. He affirmed the additional items previously proposed 
are not included.  
 
Administrator Palm remarked that the variation discussion from earlier demonstrates the 
stormwater challenges Staff regularly manages with residents. He encouraged the Board to 
keep that in mind when residents raise flooding concerns and suggested there is a need to 
create standards for stormwater management.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None  
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Operating and Capital Budget – Ordinance 

 
Trustee Corsini made a motion, seconded by Trustee Conti, to approve an Ordinance 
Adopting the Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Commencing on the 1st Day of May, 2019 and 
Ending on the 30th Day of April, 2020 for the Village of River Forest, Illinois – Ordinance.   

President Adduci commended Director McAdams and Staff for their work on this document.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 

 
b. Discussion: Proposed Improvements at Thatcher & Hawthorne 

 
Administrator Palm stated that in light of the incidents at this location, Staff has identified 
immediate improvements to notify drivers traveling southbound on Thatcher of the T-
intersection, which include signage and lighting. He cautioned that there is no guarantee that 
the outcome would be different, but they are low cost and the right thing to do. Administrator 
Palm summarized potential future improvements, which include pole-mounted speed signs 
and barrier fencing or bollards. He stated Staff would collaborate with the property owners 
to determine the best option.  
 

c. Update: RFCCA Building Collaboration 
 
Administrator Palm reported Staff has completed the Request for Proposals for architectural 
consultants to study the future needs of the RFCCA building. He stated that he, along with 
Mike Sletten, Dick Chappell, and Carla Sloan conducted interviews and narrowed down the 
field to two firms. He noted the next step is to get cost estimates and negotiate, then bring a 
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proposal to the Board for approval.  
 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
None 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Trustee Corisini made a motion seconded by Trustee Gibbs, to adjourn the regular Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 10:13 p.m.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
___________________________________________     
Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk 
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 VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
SPECIAL VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, April 8, 2019 
 

A special meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, April 
8, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, 
IL.  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Village Clerk Kathleen Brand-White, Village Administrator Eric Palm, Assistant 

Village Administrator Lisa Scheiner, Assistant to the Village Administrator 
Jonathan Pape, Management Analyst Sara Phyfer, Police Chief James O’Shea, 
Police Commander James Greenwood, Fire Chief Kurt Bohlmann, Public Works 
Director John Anderson, Village Engineer Jeff Loster, Public Works 
Superintendent Mark Janopoulos, Finance Director Rosemary McAdams 

 
2. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
None.  
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING – FY 2020 VILLAGE OPERATING BUDGET 
 
President Adduci opened the Public Hearing at 6:05 p.m.  

Village Administrator Palm presented the FY 2020 Village Operating Budget to the Board.  

In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Administrator Palm explained that the 
$94,273 deficit only includes the one-time expenses identified for the non-recurring 
expenses this year.  

In response to a question from President Adduci, Administrator Palm identified the Chicago 
& Harlem building permit as a one-time revenue source in FY 2020 that causes the FY 2021 
revenue projections to decrease.  

In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Administrator Palm explained that the water 
bond was an alternative revenue bond, which pledges existing revenue.  

In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Director Anderson clarified that the 
deployable leak sensors are $1,000 each and 10 have been purchased and are being tested, 
so the $107,380 in the Water/Sewer Fund CIP would cover the rest of the Village. Public 
Works Superintendent Mark Janopoulos stated they are like having a leak alarm system on 
the water line. 

https://vrf.us/uploads/cms/documents/news/fy_2020_budget_presentation.pdf
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In response to a question from President Adduci, Administrator Palm stated the City of 
Chicago would not be rolling off their water rate increases and this summer will increase to 
the same as the CPI (.82%.)  

In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Administrator Palm stated the fire pension 
was not as well funded as the police pension due to a lower rate of return on investments, 
which is why the pension obligation is higher.   

In response to a question from Trustee Cargie, Administrator Palm supposed building permit 
fees are likely higher in River Forest than in other communities, but that no survey has been 
completed recently.  

In response to a subsequent question from Trustee Cargie, Administrator Palm stated the 
West Suburban Consolidated Dispatch Center fee is relative to calls for service. He also 
confirmed that Staff is evaluating internal procedures. The Board discussed the possibility of 
a 311 or automated service to respond to non-emergencies. 

Trustee Corsini thanked the department heads for their work. She suggested the Board 
consider policies on how to schedule paying back inter-fund transfers as the increment 
comes in from the TIF funds. She further suggested considering the impact of the water rate 
to cover loans as the Village works to reduce water consumption.  

In response to a question from Trustee Corsini, Administrator Palm stated the River Forest 
Library is planning to renovate their front counter lobby area.  

In response to a question from Trustee Gibbs, Administrator Palm confirmed Phase 2 of the 
sewer project is designed, permitted, and shovel-ready. He stated the intent was to see how 
Phase 1 went before committing to Phase 2. President Adduci stated that Phase 2 of the 
project has been combined with other municipalities that are looking for capital projects 
from the State. She added that this project and the Harlem viaduct are both in the Village’s 
request.  

4. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Trustee Gibbs made a motion seconded by Trustee Conti, to close the Public Hearing and 
adjourn the Special Village Board of Trustees Meeting at 6:50 p.m.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Cargie, Conti, Corsini, Gibbs, Henek, Vazquez  
Absent: None 
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 
 
___________________________________________     
Kathleen Brand-White, Village Clerk 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: April 22, 2019 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: John Anderson, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract - 2019 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing Project  
     
 
Issue: Staff is seeking approval of a contract for the 2019 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing Project.   
 
Analysis: In years past, this project has traditionally been part of a joint-bid with the Village of Oak 
Park, however, it had come to the attention of Village Staff that the manner in which this project was 
previously bid did not facilitate the most efficient unit pricing. As a result, Village Staff has bid this 
work independent of other municipalities for the 2019 calendar year.  
 
The approved FY20 Budget includes $50,000 for this work. On May 12th, three bids were received 
and opened. As the attached bid tabulation indicates, the low bidder for this project is Denler, Inc. at 
a total project cost to the Village of River Forest of $34,850.00. It should be noted that the new 
bidding process that was utilized for this project generated more competitive bids than previous 
years and resulted in unit prices that are approximately 20% lower than the 2018 unit prices received 
for this same work.  
 
While Denler has not previously performed crack sealing work for the Village of River Forest, they 
have been awarded multiple contracts by the Village for pavement preservation work over the past 
few years and have always performed well.  
 
Staff will take advantage of the unit pricing received and intends to maximize the amount of work to 
be completed within the FY20 budget. 
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of this contract with the following motion: Motion 
to award a contract to Denler, Inc. in the amount of $34,850.00 for the 2019 Asphalt Pavement 
Crack Sealing Project and authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. 
 
Attachments: Bid Tabulation 



Village of River Forest
2019 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing
Bid Tabulation (4/12/19)

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 Fiber-Modified Asphalt Crack Sealing Pound 29,500 $1.18 $34,810.00 $1.23 $36,285.00 $1.50 $44,250.00
2 Fine Aggregate (FA-6) Ton 4 $10.00 $40.00 $19.00 $76.00 $28.50 $114.00

As Calculated $34,850.00 $36,361.00 $44,364.00
As Read $34,850.00 $36,361.00 $44,364.00

Elgin, IL 60123 Des Plaines, IL 60016
20502 S. Cherry Rd 695 Church Road 825 Seegers Rd
Joliet, IL 60433

Denler, Inc. SKC Construction, Inc. Patriot Pavement Maint.



MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: April 22, 2019 
 
TO:  Eric J. Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: John Anderson, Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract - 2019 Pavement Preservation Project 
  
 
Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for the 2019 Pavement Preservation Project.  
 

Analysis: Since 2015 the Village has been performing pavement preservation on selected streets in 
an effort to keep those locations in an optimal condition and to prevent them from deteriorating as 
rapidly as a typical asphalt pavement would. Two different products have been used since the 
program started, including GSB-88 as well as Biorestor. During the 2019 project, however, a third 
product will be utilized. This year’s work will include the application of a High Density Mineral 
Bond known as HA5. Though this product has not previously been used in River Forest, multiple 
local references were checked and all spoke very highly of the product and its anticipated benefits. 
 
The pavement preservation technique involves the application of a liquid-like substance to 
designated streets. The material hardens over time to create a barrier between the asphalt and the 
natural elements that cause deterioration. The combination of ultraviolet light, salt application during 
winter, water entering small cracks and the weight of vehicles repeatedly driving over a pavement 
work to break down the “glue” that holds the asphalt pavement together which makes it more brittle 
and subject to failure. HA5 is designed to bond tightly to the asphalt surface and prevent these 
elements from interacting with the asphalt which will significantly extend the life of the roadway.  
 
The approved FY20 budget includes $50,000 for this project in the General Fund. On April 12th, one 
bid was received and opened. As the attached bid tabulation indicates, the low bidder was Denler, 
Inc. with a total bid amount of $56,260.00. Denler has been awarded a contract for pavement 
preservation for each of the past 4 years and continually performs well.  
 
Though the bid amount is in excess of the allocated budget for this work, there are adequate reserves 
to pay for this overage. Furthermore, Village Staff intends to work with the Contractor in an effort to 
realize any project savings that may bring the total construction cost closer to the project budget.  
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends the award of a contract with the following motion: Motion to 
award a contract to Denler, Inc. in the amount of $56,260.00 for the 2019 Pavement Preservation 
Project and authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. 
 
Attachments: Bid Tabulation 
 



Village of River Forest
2019 Pavement Preservation Project
Bid Tabulation
4/12/2019

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Price

1 High Density Mineral Bond (HA5) SY 14,500 $3.88 $56,260.00

As Calculated $56,260.00
As Read $56,260.00

Denler, Inc.                                  

20502 S. Cherry Hill Road          

Joliet, IL 60433



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: April 10, 2019 
 
To: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From: Lisa Scheiner, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: Adoption of Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Compensation Plan 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Issue: 
 
The Village of River Forest’s compensation plan is intended to provide an attractive, flexible 
and market-based compensation plan that is tied to performance and aligned with Village goals 
and interests. The goal is for the Village of River Forest to be competitive in recruiting and 
retaining employees through its high-quality compensation practices.  Equally important, 
compensation practices are a means for communicating the Village’s standards of performance 
and for motivating and rewarding employees in relation to their achievements. 
 
In 2012 the Village completed an analysis of its Compensation Plan for non-union employees, 
including both the plan structure and the pay levels of non-union Village employees relative to 
the market. The review indicated that salaries were at 75% of the market average in accordance 
with the Board’s compensation philosophy. However, changes to the compensation plan 
incorporated structured pay grades, a mechanism for moving employees through pay ranges 
and best management practices. As a result, a new Compensation Plan was adopted by the 
Village Board in 2012. This plan is reviewed annually by the staff and may be reviewed 
periodically by the Village’s compensation consultant.  Recommended revisions are presented 
to the Village Board for annual adoption in advance of the new Fiscal Year. 
 
Analysis: 
 
When the Compensation Plan was adopted in 2012 it eliminated annual cost-of-living 
adjustments and shifted toward a performance based pay plan. However, to ensure that the 
Village maintains its compensation strategy of paying at approximately 75% of the market 
average rate, Staff examines the external market to determine whether market adjustments are 
appropriate. Staff has examined both internally and externally comparable data, as well as the 
CPI, and recommends a 2% market adjustment to all salary ranges for non-union personnel for 
Fiscal Year 2019-2020. No other changes are recommended.  
 



Request for Board Action: 
 
Approval of this item would require a motion to approve an Ordinance adopting the Fiscal Year 
2019-2020 Compensation Plan. 
 
Documents Attached: 
 
• Ordinance 
• Ordinance Attachment A – Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Plan  



ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2019-2020 COMPENSATION PLAN 

WHEREAS, in Fiscal Year 2013 the Board of Trustees considered the salary structure 
of the municipal employees and determined that a comprehensive analysis and revision of 
the compensation system was required;  

WHEREAS, upon completion of a Compensation Study conducted by Voorhees 
Associates, the Board of Trustees implemented a compensation system with established pay 
grades and pay ranges and salary adjustments based on merit and performance;  

WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year of the Village of River Forest begins on May 1, 2019, and 
the Budget Ordinance for the Village has been adopted.  

NOW, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River 
Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:  

Section 1: The President and Board of Trustees find that all of the recitals set forth above 
are true and correct, and there are hereby incorporated by reference as if set forth fully.  

Section 2: The amended Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Compensation Plan is hereby approved, as 
shown as attached Exhibit A and applies to all non-union employees.  

Section 3: The Village Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to take all necessary 
steps to carry out this Ordinance, as shown in the Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Compensation Plan 
for all non-union employees, attached as Exhibit A and accordingly, is authorized to adjust 
the compensation of non-union employees in accordance with the established pay ranges as 
set forth in Exhibit A.  

Section 4: This Ordinance shall take effect on May 1, 2019. 

PASSED on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 22nd day of April, 2019. 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT:  

 APPROVED by me this 22nd day of April, 2019. 

 

______________________________________________ 
Village President 

 



 APPROVED and FILED in my office this 22nd day of April, 2019 and published in 
pamphlet form in the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________________ 
Village Clerk 

 



VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS
FY 2020 SALARY SCHEDULES

Ordinance Attachment A

Grades 1 - 4 - Defined Merit - Clerical/Service
11 Defined Merit Increments; 5% between grades; 2.75% between increments; 30% range

Grade Min Prob. a b c d e f g h Max 2% 4%
1 $42,710 $43,885 $45,092 $46,332 $47,606 $48,915 $50,260 $51,642 $53,063 $54,522 $56,021 $1,120 $2,241
2 $44,846 $46,079 $47,346 $48,648 $49,986 $51,361 $52,773 $54,225 $55,716 $57,248 $58,822 $1,176 $2,353
3 $47,088 $48,383 $49,714 $51,081 $52,486 $53,929 $55,412 $56,936 $58,502 $60,110 $61,763 $1,235 $2,471
4 $49,443 $50,802 $52,199 $53,635 $55,110 $56,625 $58,183 $59,783 $61,427 $63,116 $64,852 $1,297 $2,594

Grades 5 - 9 - Defined Merit/Open Range Blend - Administrative Support/Technical
6 Defined Merit Increments to final increment; 2.75% between increments
Open Range from the final increment to the max
5% between grades; 45% total range

Grade Min Prob. a b c d Max. 2% 4%
5 $51,287 $52,697 $54,146 $55,635 $57,165 $58,737 0.27 $74,596 $1,492 $2,984
6 $53,851 $55,332 $56,853 $58,417 $60,023 $61,674 0.27 $78,326 $1,567 $3,133
7 $56,543 $58,098 $59,696 $61,338 $63,025 $64,758 0.27 $82,242 $1,645 $3,290
8 $59,371 $61,003 $62,681 $64,405 $66,176 $67,996 0.27 $86,354 $1,727 $3,454
9 $62,339 $64,054 $65,815 $67,625 $69,485 $71,395 0.27 $90,672 $1,813 $3,627

Grades 10 - 14 - Open Range Plan Grade Positions
Professional/Supervisory Exemplary Performance 1 Custodian
5.5% between grades; 35% range               Zones Accounting Clerk/Customer Service

Grade Min. Max. 2% 4% 2 Accounting Clerk/Accounts Payable
10 $70,901 0.35 $95,717 $1,914 $3,829 3 Community Service Officer
11 $74,801 0.35 $100,981 $2,020 $4,039 Administrative Clerk
12 $78,915 0.35 $106,535 $2,131 $4,261 Permit Clerk
13 $83,255 0.35 $112,394 $2,248 $4,496 Police Records Clerk
14 $87,834 0.35 $118,576 $2,372 $4,743 Utility Billing Clerk

5 Administrative Assistant
Grades 15 - 17 - Open Range Plan Police Records Supervisor  
Management Exemplary Performance 6 Building & Zoning Inspector
5.5% between grades; 35% range               Zones 7 Executive Assistant

Grade Min. Max. 2% 4% 8 Building Official
15 $99,005 0.35 $133,657 $2,673 $5,346 Fire Marshal
16 $104,451 0.35 $141,008 $2,820 $5,640 Management Analyst/Deputy Village Clerk
17 $110,195 0.35 $148,764 $2,975 $5,951 10 Accounting Supervisor

Assistant to the Village Administrator
Grade 18 - Open Range Plan 13 Public Works Superintendent
Village Administrator Exemplary Performance Assistant Finance Director
48% range               Zones 14 Police Commander

Grade Min. Max. 2% 4% Village Engineer
18 $132,391 0.48 $195,939 $3,919 $7,838 15 Deputy Police Chief

Deputy Fire Chief
17 Department Heads

Assistant Village Administrator

Zones
Exemplary Performance

Exemplary Performance
Zones



                 MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
 
 

Date:  April 12, 2019 
 
To:  Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From:  Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:   Ordinance Authorizing an Amendment to Water and Sewer Rates 
 

 

Attached please find An Ordinance Amending Title 5, Chapter 10, Titled “Village Waterworks and 
Sewerage System” of the River Forest Village Code in Regard to Water and Sewer Rates.  This ordinance 
includes the previously discussed changes in the Village’s water and sewer rates effective June 1, 2019 
that are included in the Village’s Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Budget.  The recommended rates are as 
follows: 

Current  Rate Effective 
Rate June 1, 2019 Increase

Water $6.63 $6.66 $0.03
Sewer $4.39 $4.39 $0.00
  Total $11.02 $11.05 $0.03
  Percentage 0.27%  

 

The recommended rate increase is based on a $0.03 or 0.45% to cover an increase in the cost of water 
from the City of Chicago.  The City ordinance provides for an increase on June 1 of each year for the 
lesser of 5% or the increase in the Consumer Price Index (Chicago All Items).  The City has 
announced a .82% increase effective June 1, 2019.    
 
The attached ordinance requests approval of a $0.03 increase in the water rate from $6.63 to $6.66 and 
no increase in the sewer rate, effective June 1, 2019.  This water and sewer rate increase will be 
effective for bills issued on or after June 1, 2019. 
 

 
Requested Board Action:  Motion to Approve An Ordinance Amending Title 5, Chapter 10, Titled 
“Village Waterworks and Sewerage System” of the River Forest Village Code in Regard to Water and Sewer 
Rates. 



ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 5, CHAPTER 10, TITLED “VILLAGE 
WATERWORKS AND SEWERAGE SYSTEM” OF THE RIVER FOREST VILLAGE 

CODE IN REGARD TO WATER AND SEWER RATES  
  

 WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest (the “Village”), is a duly incorporated and existing 

non-home rule municipality, created under the provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois, and 

now operating under the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code, and all laws amendatory thereof 

and supplementary thereto; and   

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees find that amending the obligations of the 

Village’s water and sewer systems best serves the Village’s and its residents’ health, safety, and 

welfare. 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, 

County of Cook, State of Illinois: 

 
 SECTION 1:  That Title 5, entitled “Public Ways and Property,” Chapter 10, entitled 

“Village Waterworks and Sewerage System”, Sections 5-10-3 A and 5-10-4 B, be amended as 

follows: 

5-10-3: RATES FOR SEWERAGE SERVICE:  

A. Effective June 1, 2019, there shall be charged for sewerage service four dollars and thirty-nine 
cents ($4.39) per one hundred cubic feet of metered water used on each metered account connected 
to the village water system, including elementary schools, high schools, colleges, churches, River 
Forest Park District, River Forest Public Library and the community center. 
 
5-10-4: WATER USE RATES:  

C. Water Rate:  Effective June 1, 2019, there shall be charged six dollars and sixty-six cents ($6.66) 
per one hundred cubic feet of metered water used by each metered account connected to the village 
water system including elementary schools, high schools, colleges, churches, the River Forest Park 
District, River Forest Public Library, and the community center.  

 
 
 
 



 SECTION 2:  That all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed. 

  
 SECTION 3:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, 
approval and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 

 PASSED on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the 22nd day of April, 2019. 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT: 

  
 APPROVED by me this   ____   day of    ____________, 2019 

 

______________________ 

Catherine Adduci, Village President 

 

 

 APPROVED and FILED in my office this   ___   day of   _____________, 2019 and 
published in pamphlet form in the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 

   ATTEST: 
 

 

Kathleen Brand-White, Village 
Clerk 
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Village of River Forest 
 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
Fiscal Year 2019 through March 31, 2019 

 

 
 

This report includes financial information for Fiscal Year 2019 through March 31, 2019 which represents 
91.66% of the fiscal year. A revenue and expenditure report by fund and account and an investment report 
for March 2019 are attached.  

GENERAL FUND 
        

 
 

  

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

REVENUES
Taxes
  Property Taxes $6,411,182 $6,359,212 99.19%
  General Sales Taxes 1,917,570 1,713,366 89.35%
  Non Home Rule Sales Tax 885,137 786,601 88.87%
  Utility Taxes 625,660 570,303 91.15%
  Restaurant Tax 162,082 150,103 92.61%
  Telecommunications Tax 266,650 253,081 94.91%
  Real Estate Transfer Tax 122,630 112,589 91.81%
Intergovernmental Revenue
  Personal Property Replacement Tax 142,838 97,147 68.01%
  Use Tax 293,824 306,902 104.45%
  State Income Taxes 1,070,278 976,825 91.27%
Licenses and Permits 1,267,774 990,723 78.15%
Charges for Services
  Garbage Collections 1,067,161 951,193 89.13%
  Other Charges for Services 685,916 643,292 93.79%
Fines 282,522 232,058 82.14%
Investment Income 92,276 82,579 89.49%
Grants and Contributions 38,521 30,681 79.65%
Miscellaneous Revenues 323,716 356,449 110.11%
  TOTAL REVENUES $15,655,737 $14,613,104 93.34%

EXPENDITURES
Administration 1,544,016$    1,371,678$    88.84%
E911 401,856 181,041 45.05%
Boards & Commissions 104,425 111,607 106.88%
Building and Development 463,983 393,050 84.71%
Legal Services 132,000 164,898 124.92%
Police Department 6,082,254 5,456,459 89.71%
Fire Department 4,466,205 3,891,071 87.12%
Public Works 2,754,091 2,491,027 90.45%
Transfer to TIF 50,000 50,000 100.00%
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $15,998,830 $14,110,831 88.20%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE ($343,093) $502,273

2019

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Fiscal Year 2019 through March 31, 2019
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Revenues 
Fiscal year-to-date revenues are at 93.34% of the budgeted amount.  Property Tax Revenue is at 99.19%. 
The majority of the 2nd installment of the 2017 levy has been collected and in March the majority of the 1st 
installment of the 2018 levy has been collected.  Transfer Tax revenues continue to perform well; however 
much of the revenue is collected during the spring and summer months.  Staff continues to make sure all 
outstanding obligations are collected before the transfer stamp is released.  Utility tax payments are typically 
up during the warmer summer (electric) and cooler winter (gas) months.  Receipts in December and January 
were significantly higher due to weather conditions.  Sales tax revenue collections in March were down over 
8% compared to last year. Year to date revenues are in line with where collections were at this time last year.     
Other tax revenues are doing well. 
 
Income tax revenue is coming in slightly above projections.    Beginning with the August 2018 distribution the 
State’s income tax reduction is 5%, which was reduced from the 10% reduction in the prior year.  License and 
permit revenue includes spring building permit activity and annual vehicle sticker revenue. Vehicle stickers 
were required to be displayed by July 14th and a significant portion of that revenue is reflected in the report.  
In November, citations were issued to non-compliant vehicles.   Grants and Contributions include the ISEARCH 
Grant, the IDOT Traffic Safety Grant and bullet-proof vest and training reimbursements. Miscellaneous revenue 
includes a reimbursement from IRMA for the ladder truck repairs. 
 
Expenditures 
Expenditures are at 88.20% of the budgeted amount. Salaries and benefits, with the exception of overtime, 
include payment for services rendered through the end of the month.  Other expenditures are slightly lower 
because there is about a month lag between the time that goods are received or services are performed, and 
when the vendor payment is made for the goods or services. Payments made in May for goods received and 
services performed prior to May 1st were posted to the prior fiscal year.   
 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 

   

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

Operating Revenues
Permit Fees 19,350$       16,950$       87.60%
Water Sales 3,296,587 2,929,933 88.88%
Sewer Sales 2,161,431 1,927,296 89.17%
Water Penalties 28,588 26,182 91.58%
Miscellaneous 30,686 39,288 128.03%

Total Operating Revenues 5,536,642$   4,939,649$   89.22%

Operating Expenses
Salaries and Benefits 1,163,689$   1,045,931$   89.88%
Contractual Services 572,366 375,291 65.57%
Water From Chicago 1,666,525 1,414,132 84.86%
Materials and Supplies 58,645 47,800 81.51%
Depreciation/Debt Service 1,499,625 1,144,416 76.31%
Transfer to CERF 95,305 87,363 91.67%

Operating Expenses including Depreciation 5,056,155$   4,114,933$   81.38%
Operating Revenues over Operating Exp 480,487$     824,716$     
Capital Improvements (720,000)$    (605,931)$    84.16%
Total Revenues over Expenses (239,513)$   218,785$    

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Net Position
Fiscal Year 2019 through March 31,2019

2019
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Water and Sewer revenues are on target and they include the higher spring and summer consumption.  
Expenses overall are slightly lower but reflect semi-annual debt service payments. Salaries and benefits are 
on target. Contractual services and commodities are lower due to the delay in receiving and paying invoices. 
There is a one-month lag in payments to the City of Chicago for FY 2019 water usage; however, bills paid 
include the significantly higher summer consumption. Debt Service expenses include payments on the IEPA 
loan, the Community Bank loan and the 2008B GO Bonds.  The only loan that is still outstanding is the IEPA 
loan.  The other two loans have been paid in full.    
 

REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES VS. BUDGET – OTHER FUNDS 
 

  
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 

 

 
 

 
MARCH 2019 FINANCE ACTIVITIES 

1. The proposed 2020 Budget and budget presentation were prepared.   
2. Staff worked with a representative from Sebis, the new utility printing/billing vendor, to review and update 

the standard utility bill template and test any processes in preparation for the conversion.   
3. The Finance Director had meetings with staff from both MB Financial Bank and Community Bank of Oak 

Park & River Forest in anticipation of the upcoming changes in ownership to each organization.   
4. The Finance Director met with representatives from PMA Financial group to review the Village’s investment 

portfolio and discuss the opportunities and tools available to the Village.   

Revenues
Fund 2019 2019 % 2019 2019 %

# Fund Budget YTD Actual Rec Budget YTD Actual Exp
03 Motor Fuel Tax 410,616$    275,175$    67.02% 650,060$    473,932$    72.91%
05 Debt Service Fund 263,047$    268,277$    101.99% 255,084$    253,584$    99.41%
13 Cap Equipmnt Replcmnt 622,149$    564,309$    90.70% 778,688$    146,370$    18.80%

14 Capital Improvement 867,483$    882,576$    101.74% 1,597,400$ 732,428$    45.85%
16 Economic Development 3,499$        3,494$        99.86% 185,641$    8,665$        4.67%
31 TIF-Madison 119,037$    88,613$      74.44% 74,500$      24,410$      32.77%
32 TIF-North 50,000$      50,664$      101.33% 50,000$      18,744$      37.49%

35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 2,500$        6,737$        269.48% 250,000$    181,689$    72.68%

Expenditures

Cash and IMET
Fund Money Convenience

# Fund Markets Fund Investments Total

1 General 1,544,999$         19,271$         3,704,390$     5,268,660$       
3 Motor Fuel Tax 271,081$           -$                 150,000$        421,081$          
5 Debt Service Fund 178,456$           33,615$         -$                 212,071$          
13 Capital Equip Replacement 521,874$           232,519$        3,208,468$     3,962,861$       
14 Capital Improvement 766,771$           133,579$        921,998$        1,822,348$       
16 Economic Development Fund 176,634$           37,379$         -$                 214,013$          
31 TIF-Madison Street 104,375$           -$                 -$                 104,375$          
32 TIF- North Avenue 34,300$             -$                 -$                 34,300$            
35 Infrastructure Imp Bond Fun 325,181$           -$                 -$                 325,181$          
2 Water & Sewer 1,179,009$         2,644$           491,726$        1,673,379$       

Total 5,102,680$      459,007$     8,476,582$ 14,038,269$  























































                              Through 03/31/2019
                              Fiscal Year 2019 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2018-15 MB Financial Bank 02.270% 6/29/2018 6/29/2019 $203,403.89 $203,403.89 $206,877.0101

2017-12 Ally Bank 01.650% 6/29/2017 7/1/2019 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $246,547.5001

2018-18 MB Financial 02.270% 7/3/2018 7/4/2019 $508,489.94 $508,489.94 $514,325.3801

2018-26 MB Financial 02.350% 10/5/2018 7/5/2019 $213,824.92 $213,824.92 $215,091.4701

2018-05 Private Bank 01.675% 8/21/2017 8/21/2019 $241,600.00 $241,600.00 $241,600.0001

2018-13 Morgan Stanley Private Bank 02.200% 3/15/2018 9/16/2019 $247,109.27 $247,000.00 $246,772.2701

2018-21 Eaglebank 02.750% 10/9/2018 10/9/2019 $243,400.00 $243,400.00 $243,400.0001

2018-19 Servisfirst Bank 02.413% 8/16/2018 10/15/2019 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $243,000.0001

2018-24 First Capital Bank 02.950% 10/31/2018 10/31/2019 $243,200.00 $243,200.00 $243,200.0001

2018-28 Notheast Community Bank 02.883% 12/20/2018 12/20/2019 $242,800.00 $242,800.00 $242,800.0001

2017-05 Wells Fargo 01.750% 3/1/2017 3/2/2020 $249,364.25 $249,000.00 $247,466.9101

2017-06 Capital One Bank 01.800% 3/8/2017 3/9/2020 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $245,433.7701

2018-14 Bank of China 02.335% 3/7/2018 3/23/2020 $238,100.00 $238,100.00 $238,100.0001

2017-09 FHLMC 01.500% 4/4/2017 2/17/2021 $330,165.00 $330,000.00 $329,775.6001

$3,704,389.91

2017-08 Keybank 01.400% 4/12/2017 4/12/2019 $248,487.44 $248,000.00 $247,926.1002

2018-17 Mainstreet Bank 02.525% 7/18/2018 7/18/2019 $243,800.00 $243,800.00 $243,800.0002

$491,726.10

2019-05 First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust 02.933% 3/12/2019 3/11/2021 $150,000.00 $150,000.00 $150,000.0003
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                              Through 03/31/2019
                              Fiscal Year 2019 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

$150,000.00

2018-11 Stearns Bank 01.350% 11/1/2017 5/3/2019 $248,021.68 $249,000.00 $248,779.8813

2018-27 MB Financial 02.350% 10/5/2018 7/5/2019 $213,824.93 $213,824.93 $215,091.4713

2018-16 First Internet Bank of Indiana 02.486% 7/18/2018 7/18/2019 $243,900.00 $243,900.00 $243,900.0013

2018-20 CFG Community Bank 02.593% 9/14/2018 9/16/2019 $238,671.91 $238,671.91 $238,671.9113

2018-23 Capital Bank 02.850% 10/31/2018 10/31/2019 $243,400.00 $243,400.00 $243,400.0013

2018-25 Preferred Bank 02.800% 10/31/2018 10/31/2019 $243,400.00 $243,400.00 $243,400.0013

2018-09 Capital One Natl Assoc 01.750% 11/8/2017 11/8/2019 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $245,997.6713

2018-10 Morgan Stanley Bank 01.750% 11/9/2017 11/12/2019 $247,000.00 $247,000.00 $245,976.6813

2018-29 Cornerstone Bank - NY 02.889% 12/10/2018 6/8/2020 $239,200.00 $239,200.00 $239,200.0013

2018-31 Citibank 03.000% 12/21/2018 12/21/2020 $246,237.36 $246,000.00 $248,446.7213

2019-01 FFCB 01.420% 1/17/2019 1/12/2021 $195,188.00 $200,000.00 $196,816.0013

2019-06 FHLN 02.250% 3/1/2019 1/29/2021 $597,810.00 $600,000.00 $598,788.0013

$3,208,468.33

2018-22 Sonabank 02.750% 10/9/2018 10/9/2019 $243,500.00 $243,500.00 $243,500.0014

2018-30 Discover Bank 02.820% 12/12/2018 6/12/2020 $246,107.75 $246,000.00 $247,082.4014

2019-02 FFCB 01.420% 1/17/2019 1/12/2021 $195,188.00 $200,000.00 $196,816.0014

2019-04 Pacific Western Bank 03.300% 2/6/2019 2/8/2021 $234,600.00 $234,600.00 $234,600.0014

$921,998.40
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                              Through 03/31/2019
                              Fiscal Year 2019 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

$8,476,582.74
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                   MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date:    April 12, 2019 
 
To:    Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
From:      Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:    Expenditures –March 2019 
 

 
Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from March 1‐31, 2019.  The total payments made for the period, including payrolls, are as follows:     

 
Requested Board Actions:   

1. Motion  to  Approve  the  March  2019  Accounts  Payable  and  Payroll  transactions  totaling 
$1,415,661.00. 

2. Motion to Approve the March 2019 Accounts Payable transactions for the Economic Development 
Fund (16) totaling $4,611.14 and the TIF‐Madison Street Fund (31) totaling $98.03. 
 

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED MARCH 31, 2019

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 690,361.41$       408,675.11$   1,099,036.52$    
Water & Sewer Fund 02 215,127.60         47,298.06       262,425.66         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 17,427.85           -                   17,427.85           
Debt Service 05 -                       -                   -                       
Capital Equip Replacement 13 8,413.27              -                   8,413.27              
Capital Improvement Fund 14 28,357.70           -                   28,357.70           
Economic Development Fund 16 4,611.14              -                   4,611.14              
TIF-Madison 31 98.03                   -                   98.03                   
TIF-North 32 -                       -                   -                       
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 -                       -                   -                       

  Total Village Expenditures 964,397.00$       455,973.17$   1,420,370.17$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST















































































MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE:  April 22, 2019 
 
TO: Eric Palm, Village Administrator 
 
FROM:  John Anderson, Director of Public Works 

 
SUBJECT: Purchase of Flood Barrier System 
    
 
Issue: The approved FY 2020 budget includes $39,400 for the purchase of flood prevention 
equipment.  Staff is seeking approval to purchase the MegaSecur Water-Gate WL60 flood 
protection dam equipment.  This would be used as a flood barrier system across Chicago Avenue 
just west of Thatcher to prevent water from the Des Plaines river from reaching Thatcher Avenue. 
 
Analysis:  The current method used to prevent flood water from reaching Thatcher Avenue 
near the Chicago Avenue intersection is to construct a wall consisting of eight five-foot-high 
jersey barriers.  Public Works personnel transport these barriers from the Public Works Garage 
using a front end loader to lift the 8000 pound barriers onto a dump truck and trailer until all 
are setup across Chicago Avenue.  This process requires two trips by the dump truck, trailer and 
front end loader.  The wall is placed on foam insulation to seal voids between the pavement 
and barrier section. Foam is also used between vertical joints, and the entire barrier is covered 
in plastic.  Sandbags are placed on the north and south edges of the barrier to fill the gap 
between the earthen berm and concrete barrier.  This process takes approximately three hours 
to complete. 
 
Staff researched alternative solutions for a more rapid deployment of flood protection and 
determined that the MegaSecur Water-Gate flood protection dam is the preferred solution.  
Other flood protection systems required being filled with water which would add time to setup 
and not be as effective in containment.  The MegaSecur Water-Gate system is lightweight and 
quickly deployable. It can be unrolled and installed in less than 30 minutes.  It rolls into place 
and the design of the system uses the weight of the incoming floodwater to deploy and 
stabilize itself.  Water enters and accumulates at the bottom of the barrier as the water level 
rises, causing the barrier to unfold and swell.  This equipment would be placed across Chicago 
Avenue and is capable of blocking floodwater up to five feet high.  The ability to quickly deploy 
this flood prevention dam will allow Public Works staff more time to devote to other Village 
flooding issues.  This system has been tested successfully by the US Army Corps of Engineers 
and achieved the FM Global Approval certification. 
 
Recommendation: Concur with Staff recommendation and approve a motion to waive the 
normal bidding procedure for the purchase of the MegaSecur Water-Gate WL60 flood protection 
dam equipment. From MegaSecur, Inc. in the amount of $25,173.46. 



MegaSecur

940–A, Pierre-Roux E  blvd.
Victoriaville QC  G6T 2H6
819 751 0222
info@megasecur.com
www.megasecur.com
GST/HST Registration No.: 
840739221RT0001
QST Registration No.: 1214547020TQ0001

PROPOSITION
ADDRESS
John Anderson
Village of River Forest
Public Works Director
(708) 714-3550
400 Park Avenue
River Forest, Illinois USA

SHIP TO
River Forest Public Works
45 Forest Avenue
River Forest,IL 60305

PROPOSITION # 1205
DATE 22/11/2018

  

SHIP VIA REP
Globco David Paquet

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION QTY AMOUNT

WL-6030 60" X 30' (1,5 M X 9,1 M) 3 7,716.1546049
CRATE RAPID 
DEPLOYMENT

CRATE  FOR RAPID 
DEPLOYMENT ADAPTED FOR 
TRAILOR OR LIFT  OR ON 
CASTERS , IN WOOD, METAL 
FRAMED AND WOOD,  ALL 
STEEL

1 1,500.00

SHIPPING Shipping fees 1 525.00
This estimate remplace estimate 
#1133

 

SUBTOTAL 25,173.46
TPS @ 0% 0.00
« N/A » @ 0% 0.00
TOTAL USD 25,173.46



Accepted By Accepted Date



MODULAR 
AND SELF-LOCKING 
WATER DAMS

HIGH-END
PRODUCT

®
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How it works: Water-Gate barriers come as heavy-duty PVC roll. 

To use them, simply unroll them on the ground and let them do the work.

The water barrier will deploy by itself evenly and fol-
low the height of the water level as it fluctuates.

The principle is simple: water enters and accumulates at the bottom of 
the barrier. As the water level rises, the barrier unfolds and swells.

An integrated floater, positioned directly at the top of the barrier, allows it 
to float at the rhythm of the waves, enabling it to reduce water overtopping 
the barrier.

Once the barrier is deployed, it remains stable on most surfaces.

The built-up pressure of the water on the ground tarp causes the barrier to 
stabilize itself and conform to the contour of the ground. 

INTRODUCTION

First developed in 1998, in Victoriaville, Canada, MegaSecur Inc.  is the manufacturer and 

distributor of the Water-Gate barriers: the fastest and most flexible emergency response 

equipment for water-based incidents on the market.

Products: The Water-Gate barrier is a turnkey solution, which is designed to provide a 

rapid, reliable and safe solution in an emergency situation. It is reusable, eco-friendly and can 

easily be transported. No additional equipment is required for its installation. It is the 
perfect alternative to sandbags. 
On average, the time required to install a medium-sized barrier is less than five (5) minutes. 

No filling or anchoring 
is needed to deploy the barrier.

100% 
Made in

North America
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“We are very proud to say we’ve been helping keep people 
and communities safe both near and far for twenty years now!”

Daniel Dery, MegaSecur CEO and founder.

 It all started with a dream! 

Water-Gate systems can be classified into three (3) different categories:
WL, WA and WT-Series.

WL-Series is the range dedicated to flood control, surface waters diversion, 
door protection, underground parking entries, water main break, and more. This 
Series was designed to provide a rapid and full protection against flooding issues 
faced by many governments, municipalities, companies and residents across the 
world. 

WA-Series uses a simple yet effective design to instantaneously divert, block 
water courses, small and medium size streams or contain water from aquatic area. 
It is mainly used for the creation of temporary cofferdams and development 
of emergency water supply for firefighters. This Series is very useful for 
emergency interventions, particularly in remote or hard-to-reach locations.

WT-Series is designed to simply and safely assist emergency interventions in 
hazmat/oil spill incidents. Its unique design confines and stops the spread of 
hazardous materials while creating a calm and deep zone to extract pollutants 
(floating or not). It is equipped with release holes on its downstream side, in order 
to effectively create an underflow dam.

The Water-Gate dam has four (4) times more ground surface than the water being retained, 
thus four (4) times more vertical thrust (over the ground) than the horizontal thrust for proper 
adhesion and added safety.

3.8 to 4

PRODUCT
CATEGORY
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At MegaSecur, innovation and security are among the founding values. Our commitment is to 
provide our Customers with products and services that meet or even surpass their needs in 
terms of quality, efficiency and durability. Your security is our number one priority.

NUMBERS
THAT MATTER.37

countries around the world

99%
satisfied clients

+20 
years of experience

+55 
km of barriers sold

+15 
different models

COMMITMENT

Global success
Water-Gate water barriers are 
used in over 37 countries in 
the world, including: 

Canada, France, United State, 
Mexico, Peru, Chile, Belgium, 
China, United Kingdom, 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan, Panama and other.

Our distribution network gives 
us proximity to our clients, 
which offers a customer 
service that will fit their needs.

Manufacturing
Water-Gate systems are high-
end equipment, manufactured 
by dedicated and passionate 
employees.  

All our products are made 
from industrial designs, thus 
guaranteeing their uniformity.

After the manufacturing step, 
each barrier is individually and 
strictly inspected before ship-
ping.

PRECISIONTECHNOLOGY

COMMITMENT SECURITY
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TESTED & 
CERTIFIED BY

FM GLOBAL

We know how important it is for you or your 
organization to have the best anti-flood system 
on the market. That’s why we have chosen 
to certify our products as FM Approved, by 
FM Global, one of the most widely accepted 
certifications in our industry.

The Water-Gate water barrier has undergone 
intensive testing to assess deployment speed, 
resilience, watertightness, and resistance to 
waves.

The tests were conducted in a test basin at the 
US Army Corps of Engineers in partnership 

with the Association of State Floodplain 
Managers (ASFPM), the US Army Corps of 
Engineers, and FM Global as part of a natio-
nal testing and certification program for an-
ti-flood products.

Our FM Approved certification attests to our 
commitment to design and distribute top-qua-
lity products. 

All WL models exceeding 39 
inches (1m) high have been 
tested and certified.

US Army Corps of Engineers 
(Vicksburg, Mississippi, USA)

No anchoring nor 
sticky material 
(glue, plastic, etc.) 
have been used to 
reach the results 
demonstrated, unlike 
the competition.

FM 
CERTIFICATION

Our FM Approved certification was 
performed in real time.
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WL-SERIES

PROTECTION TYPES

AVAILABLE MODELS / WL-SERIES

WL-3950: 50 feet long for a retention height of 39 inches.
*FM Approved / Other models available upon request.

Simple protection Partial protection Full protection

“Simply the best 
product available on 
the market.” 
Simon Crowther, 

Flood Protection Solution 
Inc. 
Ingénieur et Spécialiste en inondation.

FLOOD CONTROL
SYSTEMS

MODEL RETENTION LEVEL LENGTH APPROX. WEIGHT
WL-0617 15 cm / 6 in 9.1 m / 17 ft. 13.6 kg / 28.6 lb
WL-0630 15 cm / 6 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 24 kg / 52.9 lb
WL-1450 35 cm / 14 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 39.7 kg / 85.9 lb
WL-2030 50 cm / 20 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 30.4 kg / 66.1 lb
WL-2050 50 cm / 20 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 50.2 kg / 110.2 lb
WL-2630 67 cm / 26 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 38.6 kg / 83.7 lb
WL-2650 67 cm / 26 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 62.9 kg / 136.6 lb
WL-3230 81 cm / 32 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 62.9 kg / 136.6 lb
WL-3250 81 cm / 32 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 103.9 kg / 227 lb
*WL-3930 99 cm / 39 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 76.8 kg / 167.5 lb
*WL-3950 99 cm / 39 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 126.8 kg / 277.7 lb
*WL-5030 127 cm / 50 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 117.5 kg / 257.9 lb
*WL-5050 127 cm / 50 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 187.7 kg / 412.2 lb
*WL-6030 152 cm / 60 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 123.8 kg / 271.1 lb
*WL-6050 152 cm / 60 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 204.8 kg / 449.7 lb
WL-7850 198 cm / 78 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 241.8 kg / 531.3 lb
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FLOOD CONTROL
SYSTEMS

A rapid and effective 
flood protection system

- Ready to be used
- Compact and easy to carry
- Adapt to different environments
- Safe and quick intervention
- Reusable
- Minimal workforce required
- No anchoring nor filling
- Lifespan of 20-25 years

Water-Gate
Solution

Your security,
Our priority.

Customer story 
“My wife and I are in our sixty’s and every 
spring we worry about flood control... 

NO LONGER! We are extremely 
satisfied with the product.” 

Paxton’s Family
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, United States.

WL-SERIES
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AVAILABLE MODELS / WA-SERIES

WA-2825: 25 feet long for a retention height of 28 inches.
Other models available upon request.

ANY 
SMALL 
STREAM 
IS A POTENTIAL ALTERNATIVE 
DRAFTING SITE.

»» Designed to work in water currents
»» Made of strong yellow PVC fabric

DAMMING AND 
DRAFTING

MODEL RETENTION LEVEL LENGTH APPROX. WEIGHT

WA-1525 38.1 cm / 15 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 12.7 kg / 26.4 lb

WA-1550 38.1 cm / 15 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 24.6 kg / 52.9 lb

WA-2125 53.3 cm / 21 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 17.5 kg / 37.4 lb

WA-2130 53.3 cm / 21 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 20.5 kg / 44 lb

WA-2150 53.3 cm / 21 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 33.5 kg / 72.7 lb

WA-2825 71.1 cm / 28 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 24.1 kg / 52.9 lb

WA-2835 71.1 cm / 28 in 10.6 m / 35 ft. 34.1 kg / 74.9 lb

WA-2850 71.1 cm / 28 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 46.7 kg / 101.4 lb

WA-3930 99 cm / 39 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 65.1 kg / 143.3 lb

WA-3950 99 cm / 39 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 108.7 kg / 238 lb

WA-6030 152.2 cm / 60 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 106 kg / 233.6 lb

WA-6050 152.2 cm / 60 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 174.3 kg / 383.6 lb
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DAMMING AND 
DRAFTING

Damming stream 
for water supply.
Rural or wildland firefighters, 
agriculture, irrigation, hydraulic 
fracturing and more. 

- Simple to use
- Effective
- Lightweight
- Minimum manpower
- Rapid and easy installation
- Small storage requirement
- Replaces dry hydrants

USEFUL FOR: FLOWING DITCH, WITHSTANDS OVERTOPPING, HAZMAT 
CONTAINMENT, OVERTURNED TANKER, SEARCH AND RESCUE, ETC.

WA-SERIES
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WT-Series is equipped with release holes on its downstream side.

Innovative emergency 
system.

WT-3930: 30 feet long for a retention height of 39 inches.
Other models available upon request.

AVAILABLE MODELS / WT-SERIES

The main function of the release holes is to make sure that the barrier contains hydrocarbons or 
any floating materials upstream, while allowing fresh water to flow underneath the dam.

This tool slows the water, in order to maximize the efficiency of absorbent booms and allow for 
easy introduction of containment booms and oil skimmers in shallow water conditions (normally 
not possible).

SPILL CONTROL

MODEL RETENTION LEVEL LENGTH APPROX. WEIGHT
WT-1515 38.1 cm / 15 in 4.5 m / 15 ft. 9 kg / 20 lb

WT-1525 38.1 cm / 15 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 13.6 kg / 30 lb

WT-2115 53.3 cm / 21 in 4.5 m / 15 ft. 10.5 kg / 22 lb

WT-2125 53.3 cm / 21 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 17.5 kg / 37.4 lb

WT-2130 53.3 cm / 21 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 20.6 kg / 44 lb

WT-2150 53.3 cm / 21 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 33.5 kg / 72.7 lb

WT-2815 71.1 cm / 28 in 4.5 m / 15 ft. 17 kg / 37.4 lb

WT-2825 71.1 cm / 28 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 24.1 kg / 52.9 lb

WT-2835 71.1 cm / 28 in 10.6 m / 35 ft. 34.1 kg / 74.9 lb

WT-2850 71.1 cm / 28 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 46.7 kg / 101.4 lb

WT-3915 99 cm / 39 in 4.5 m / 15 ft. 35.3 kg / 78 lb

WT-3930 99 cm / 39 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 66.6 kg / 147 lb

WT-3950 99 cm / 39 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 117 kg / 258 lb
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SPILL CONTROL

Hazmat or oil spill
containment and collection.

Quickly create a slow and 
calm current for oil spill 
collection.

Turnkey solution
Rapid and safe intervention
Underflow damming 
Equipped with release holes
Environmental compliance
Shallow waters and ditches
Create the adequate response site
Suitable with most emergency 
response equipment

First responders now have a tool to 
set up an underflow dam in less than 5 
minutes. No pipes, earth or sandbags 
required. Small 28 by 25 inch storage 
space.

Suitable for most 
land-based, shallow 
water incidents.

Customer story 
“Using the Water-gate dam in this specific 
instance allowed EMS (Emergency Management 
Specialists) to stop the flow of impacted water 
from traveling downstream in a matter of 
minutes.”
 
Tim Acri, COO.

Environmental Management Specialist

WT-SERIES
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Designed for 
excellence

AVAILABLE MODELS / WA-SERIES

WA-2150: 50 feet long for a retention height of 21 inches.
Other models available upon request.

A WA-2835 barrier is 
equivalent to 
sandbags.

AQUATIC WORKS

770

MODEL RETENTION LEVEL LENGTH APPROX. WEIGHT
WA-1525 38.1 cm / 15 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 12.7 kg / 26.4 lb

WA-1550 38.1 cm / 15 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 24.6 kg / 52.9 lb

WA-2125 53.3 cm / 21 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 17.5 kg / 37.4 lb

WA-2130 53.3 cm / 21 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 20.5 kg / 44 lb

WA-2150 53.3 cm / 21 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 33.5 kg / 72.7 lb

WA-2825 71.1 cm / 28 in 7.6 m / 25 ft. 24.1 kg / 52.9 lb

WA-2835 71.1 cm / 28 in 10.6 m / 35 ft. 34.1 kg / 74.9 lb

WA-2850 71.1 cm / 28 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 46.7 kg / 101.4 lb

WA-3930 99 cm / 39 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 65.1 kg / 143.3 lb

WA-3950 99 cm / 39 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 108.7 kg / 238 lb

WA-6030 152.2 cm / 60 in 9.1 m / 30 ft. 106 kg / 233.6 lb

WA-6050 152.2 cm / 60 in 15.2 m / 50 ft. 174.3 kg / 383.6 lb
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AQUATIC WORKS

Temporary 
cofferdam.
Creating a dry and safe zone in 
aquatic environments.
Simple, fast and safe
Minimal workforce required
Adaptable
Compact and easy to carry
Minimal equipment is required for the 
installation
Diverter or weir tool save on pump 
requirement
No anchoring, no filling
Reusable and eco friendly

WA-SERIES

APPLICATIONS: TEMPORARY COFFERDAM, 
BRIDGE REPAIR, RIVER DEWATERING.
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The 4 golden rules for a successful installation.

Pump the water at the back of the barrier
It’s important to leave a reasonable amount of space between the building 
and the back of the barrier in order to install a water pump and be able to 
move freely. The water seeping underneath the barrier should not be left 
to accumulate behind the barrier. This is why the area should be kept dry 
using one or more water pumps.

Place an even amount of weight at the front
Do not tie the barrier to the ground, as it uses the weight of the water to 
stop oncoming water. However, it is very important to place even weights 
along the entire length of the front flap to minimize water infiltrations 
underneath the barrier and keep it on the ground. Depending on the 
required application, MegaSecur offers models with integrated ballast 
weights for quick installation. Make sure these weights are well secured 
to the front flap and cannot come loose.

Prevent water from accumulating under the barrier
Remove all objects likely to create water infiltrations under the barrier flap. 
The barrier is designed to stay in place on all surfaces such as asphalt, 
gravel, lawns, and concrete paving blocks, but if there is too much water 
under the flap, the barrier will not adhere as well and may slip. Thus, it is 
important to make sure that the ground is free of objects that could cause 
water to accumulate under the barrier.

Never try to contain a leak at the back of the barrier
If there are leaks, stop the water from coming in at the front of the barrier. 
In most cases, such problems are caused by water infiltrations at the front. 
Trying to contain a leak at the back of the barrier will create a pool of water 
and make the barrier unstable.

WL, WA and WT-Series.

How to install the barrier as a cofferdam in standing water 
or if the flood has already started:

1- Open completely the 
barrier on the water sur-
face.

2- Insert a stake inside the 
metallic ring located at the 
front bib, and then sink the 
stake on the ground. After 
that, add ballasting weight.

3- Use a water pump to 
move the surplus water 
from the back to the front 
of the barrier.

4- As pumped, water 
recedes, the barrier will sit 
on the ground and remain 
in place and prevent flood 
waters from reaching the 
protected area.

INSTRUCTIONS

1

2

3

4
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Positioning the barrier
Make sure to place the barrier in the right 
direction, in accordance to the direction of flow.
Instructions concerning the position are 
directly printed on the packaging and product 
has a banner label.

The Water-Gate barrier can be installed on 
most surfaces and will perfectly mold itself to 
the shape of the terrain.

Obstacles
If there are obstacles within the planned installation site (trees, wall, rocks, etc.), it is possible 
to avoid them or simply place the barrier against them.

In some cases, preparation of the terrain may be beneficial, by removing objects or filling gaps.

Evaluate if the space available is sufficient according to the 4 to 1 ratio requirement.

Barrier coding explanation
What WL-2050 means?
The first two letters (WL) represent the model, the first two numbers 
(20) represent the height (retention capacity) in inches, and the last 
two numbers (50) represent the length in feet.  

A WL-2050 barrier coding means: a flood protection barrier with 20 
inches (50.8 cm) high and 50 feet (15.24 m) long.

Corner installation Installation alongside a wall

INSTRUCTIONS
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The first step consists of 
completely unrolling and unfolding 
the two barriers and laying them 
one next to one another.

Both barriers must aligned at the 
back.

Make sure the Velcro joints are 
open.

Open the top fabrics on each side 
to uncover the bottom joints and 
insert the barrier on the right into 
the one on the left.

Good dexterity is required to close 
up the back
Close up the hook and loop 
stripa by laying one on top of the 
other, starting from the back and 
proceeding to the front (1). 

Keep closing up the hook and 
loops strips from the back until 
you end at the front.

When you are done with the 
joint at the bottom, continue 
by inserting the partition of the 
barrier on the left in the partition of 
the barrier on the right and close 
off the top parts.

Finally, close up the hook and 
loops strips by laying them on top 
one another, the same as you did 
for the bottom joint.

Tying together two water barriers

Note :

(1) Velcro joints:
It is recommended to thoroughly clean the Velcro 
joints after each use to prevent infiltrations and for 
maximum gripping capacity. 

Compatibility:
All Water-Gate models join together, with the 
exception of the WL-0630 which can only be joined 
to other WL-0630 barriers.

INSTRUCTIONS
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Things you SHOULD NOT DO
during an installation.

WA - Water supply, temporary cofferdams.

- Not using enough ballasting material on the front bib
- Do not use more than two (2) weirs on a single barrier
- Not using a model whose retention height is shorter than the bank height
- Not having a sufficient workforce according the required length and during high 
flow installations
- Not inspecting and preparing the site before the installation to limit the seepage 
and increase adherence.

WT - Spill response / underflow dam.

- Not using enough ballasting material on the front bib
- Not opening the release holes early enough to prevent overtopping 
- Not using a model whose retention height is shorter than the bank height
- Not have a sufficient workforce according the required length and during high 
flow installations
- Not inspecting and preparing the site before the installation to limit the seepage 
and increase adherence.

WL - Flood control.

- Not planning a sufficient amount of water pumps 
- Not using water pumps with sufficient capacity
- Not having a collection zone or collection pit to pump the leakage
- Not properly estimating the potential flood water level 
- Not placing ballasting weight at the corners and transition zones
- Not redirecting rainwater out the protected area
- Not evaluating if the space available of the site allows a proper and safe 
deployment
- Not putting sandbags on top of the barrier to stop wind effect and not taking it 
off right before the flood surge.

INSTRUCTIONS



19

MAKE 
YOURSELF 
AN EXPERT

Free e-Learning is provided
at the time of purchase

To access the training, visit 
www.water.gate.com and click on the 
e-Learning access on top of the page.

The training is available 24 hours a day 
and is accessible from any digital de-
vice (PC, tablet, cellular).

At the end of each category, you will be 
asked to answer a quiz to validate your 
knowledge.

Once the training is complete, a 
Certificate of achievement including your 
name will be delivered and sent to you 
by email.

Enter your login information or request 
registration if it’s your first session.

You now have access to the training.

AN EXCLUSIVITY 
FROM MEGASECUR!

This training is only available for Water-Gate users
Available 24 hours a day / Practical and friendly / Various topics / Over 20 explanatory video clips.

E-LEARNING
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REASONS FOR CHOOSING WATER-GATERECAP

BENEFITS

Reusable
Water-Gate barriers are reusable and have a 
lifespan of approximately 20 to 25 years.

Minimal maintenance
After using the barrier, we recommend rinsing 
it with a pressure washer and a suitable 
disinfectant.
Once the barrier is completely dry, simply fold 
it back and place it back in its storage bag for 
future use.

Avoid long-term exposure to UV rays.

Rapid deployment
Unroll the barrier, unfold the front part and let 
the water accumulate.  
The water pressure will cause the barrier to 
deploy and secure itself in place.

Safe and rapid intervention
The Water-Gate barrier is known for its ability 
to be deployed quickly. When used jointly with 
the crate option, the response time is much 
further improved, fostering quick emergency 
intervention.

Deployment crates
Barriers can be supplied pre-joined in crates 
for fast deployment. The use of crates is highly 
recommended in emergency situation since 
they enable maximum efficiency in time and 
manpower. The Crates also provide a solution 
to the storage of the barriers. 

Flexibility
The barrier is flexible enough to create inner 
or external corners and most type of configu-
rations.

Road traffic
Once deployed, the barriers will not lock you in 

and the set-up barriers will not prevent crossing 
over. Walkers and motorists can move freely in 
both directions, whether it is before, during or 
after the barrier is deployed.

No equipment is required
The Water-Gate barrier is a turnkey solution, 
ready for use right out of the box. No water 
filling, air inflation or anchoring is required. 
Some sandbags may be added to help seal 
certain locations, to protect from high wind or 
to implement the gripping capacity on specific 
ground material.

Dual fastening velcro system
It is possible to join barriers from different size 
and model to adapt to every situation.

Overtopping
In case of water overflows, the barrier remains 
stable and continues to retain water; the water 
currents do not affect it. If floating materials hit 
the barrier, they will bounce off.

Minimal workforce
The Water-Gate barrier can be transported and 
installed by a single person within just a few 
minutes (models from 28 in /71cm and less). 
The bigger models can be installed by less 
than 4 individuals in a record time.

Proven by authorities
The Water-gate barrier has been proven by 
the Ministry of Transports, Mobilité durable et 
Électrification des transports. 
Ref. #: GUQ-02055.

Uninstallation
Simply grab one end of the barrier and pull it 
until it skids (WA and WT Series). Once the 
flood water recedes, simply wash and refold 
before rolling or repacking in crates.
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Versability

Compatibility

Effectiveness

Possible applications with the Water-Gate dam

»» Flash flood protection and deviation (WL)
»» Water surface diversion in heavy rain events (WL)
»» Rapid and safe intervention in case of water main breaks (WL)
»» Oil/Hazmat spill containment and underflow dam (WT)
»» Dewatering of work zone (WA)
»» Stop water flow to perform specific works (WA)
»» Increase the water level in a power station (WA)
»» Creation of water supply drafting points (WA)
»» Irrigation water recovery (WA)
»» Ditch and stream damming for agricultural water supply need (WA-WT)
»» Other

Water-Gate portable dams are compatible with most response 
equipment available on the market.

When used together with a skimmer or sorbent booms in oil/hazmat 
spill incident, the WT Series increase considerably ease of operations, 
effectiveness and speed of intervention.

WL, WA and WT Series

WL, WA and WT Series

WL, WA and WT Series

In comparison with other systems, Water-gate dams are:

»» Faster to operate (installation and removal time)
»» Simplest and easier to use (overall experience)
»» More flexible (lightweight)
»» Eco-friendlier (manufacturing, lifespan, recyclable)
»» More economical (reusable as much as needed)
»» Much easier to join together (dual Velcro fastening system)
»» Aesthetically appealing (style, colors, etc.)
»» Easier to clean, store and maintain 
»» Easier to install, regardless of the nature of the ground or obstacles 

available on the site (trees, wall, non-movable objects, etc.).

Considering the time and effort it takes to install sandbags. Our system is much more practical 
and effective. It deploys with the incoming water and does not completely limit the traffic to the 
protected area.

Over 20 years of experience
working for you.

RECAPWE STRIVE FOR YOUR SUCCESS

BENEFITS
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Cleaning
Minimal maintenance is needed when using the barrier. We recommend 
to clean them after each use with clear water and a proper disinfectant. 

Dirt and mold do not affect the integrity of the barrier. But they may 
cause bad odors.

To prevent mold on a wet barrier, make sure it dries out thoroughly 
before storing it. 

Repair
In case of tears, the barrier is easy to repair, even when in use. Simply 
insert a piece of PVC inside the barrier. The water pressure will exert 
a force and then seal the tear.

For a long-term repair, use an additional piece of PVC and a two-side 
polyurethane adhesive to seal the tear. Most local tarp manufacturing 
and service company are equipped for such repairs.

Warranty
Water-Gate barriers are warranted for two (2) years against all manufacturing defects.
Each barrier is manufactured and inspected according to the highest standard of quality.

Protection
UV rays remain the most damaging element for the barrier and its 
components. The material that is used in the manufacturing is the 
same as truck tarps and can resist heavy tough conditions. Extended 
exposure of the product will affect its longevity and proper storage is 
important to limit exposure to UV rays. The use of crates is strongly 
recommended.

Velcro joints
Pay close attention to the Velcro joints, ensuring these are cleaned 
with a jet wash. The Velcro must be cleaned so that the barriers can 
be re-joined effectively.

Indeed, when poorly cleaned, the debris trapped in the joints will 
prevent them to be completely sealed, and thereby create a path on 
which water will sneak through.

TIPS AND ADVICE

Visit
www.water-gate.com 

for demonstration

RECAP

MAINTENANCE
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“It’s been worth every penny, he said. 
“If I had water in my walk-in basement, 
it would cost me a lot more money, time 
and aggravation to get it fixed.” 
Maurice Lavigne, residential user. 
Canada.

“The service we had was very good, 
communications were excellent and 
they treated us in a responsible and 
professional way”. 
Trevor Palmer, SADS Project manager 
United Kingdom.

“Having the Water-Gate Dam in our arsenal allowed us 
to show up on site, assess the impact and stop the flow of 
oil downstream within 10 minutes. I will continue to use the 
Water-Gate Dam each and every time we have an impacted 
waterway.” 
Tim Accri, Environmental Management Specialists 
United states.

“We were able to deploy it rapidly which meant that works could 
be undertaken without delay. Both colleagues and contractors 
were all very impressed with the both the deployment speed 
and also the results it offered.”
Adam Bayliss, First responder 
United Kingdom. “The Water-Gate was really the perfect 

solution comparing to the different 
proposals that have been made to us.  
You roll out and the rest is done alone!” 
Dominique Six, industrial user
France.

What our clients 
say about us.

THEY TRUST US RECAP

Credit: Sky News, UK

CUSTOMER 
STORIES



24

Deployment crates

The crate enables covering long distances within few minutes. 
This low-cost solution is simply the perfect tool for large deploy-
ment in flash flood situation.

Equipped with wheels that facilitate Water-Gate’s barriers trans-
port and deployment, crates enable to cover on average, more 
than 300 ft. (100m) of flood barriers. These crates can be set on a 
trailer, truck bed or directly set on a forklift.

Weirs / Spillway

Weirs are installed on top of the water barrier and allow you to 
manage the water surplus downstream while creating a dry area.

This system replaces a high flow pump and removes up to 90 
liters/second (1200 Imperial gallons or 1440 US gallons per mi-
nute).

A plus for the environment.

Ballasting bag

The ballasting bag was designed to create a uniform weight 
throughout the length of the barrier. It enables the barrier to match 
the shape of the terrain on which it lays. This is needed to reduce 
infiltration and prevent the lift of the ground tarp and potential fail.

A full ballasting bag weighs 30 lbs. (13.5kg). When laid on the 
ground, it covers a surface of 9’’ x 10’ (23cm x 300cm). When 
rolled up, the width is 9”x11” (23cm x 28cm). It is made of polyes-
ter mesh and can be handled hundreds of times.

Lateral handles

Lateral handles are convenient to fix upward or attach the extre-
mities of the barriers to anchor points when going up a wall or 
other supports.  

From 4 to 9 lateral handles per side can be used on our different 
models when necessary, 

Other accessories available on www.water-gate.com

ACCESSORIES
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USER GUIDE

FLOOD PROTECTION 
WL-SERIES

AQUATIC WORKS
MEGASECUR 

WEBSITE
MEGASECUR YOUTUBE 

CHANNEL

DEPLOYMENT 
CRATES

WATER SUPPLY
SPILL RESPONSE

SELECTION GUIDE
DECISION 

MAKER GUIDE

WE LIKE IT SIMPLE
Scan and save all the document you may need, anytime, anywhere.

DOWLOAD 
CENTER



www.water-gate.com

940-A Pierre Roux Blvd East, Victoriaville (Quebec) G6T 2H6, Canada
Tel.: 819-751-0222 | Toll free: 1-888-756-0222 (Canada & United States)

© 2018 – MegaSecur Inc. All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written 
permission of MegaSecur Environmental Security Inc. The quick search concept, as well as the technical 
information set out in this manual cannot be used by other similar product manufacturers.
Printed in Canada.
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