
ADA Compliance: Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public 
meeting should contact the Village at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting in person at Village Hall by telephone at 

708.366.8500 or by email: mwalsh@vrf.us. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
 VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, January 13th, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

Community Room 

AGENDA 
You may submit your written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: vbot@vrf.us. If you would like 
to speak during public comment, please email lmasella@vrf.us by 4:00 PM on Monday, January 13th, 2025. Anyone 
may listen to the meeting by participating in a Zoom conference call as follows: dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with 
meeting ID: 820 6367 6956 or by clicking the link here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956.To watch the 
livestream and access the meeting materials, please go to the Village website: https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2817 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Citizen Comments
4. Elected Official Comments & Announcement
5. Consent Agenda

a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – December 16th, 2024
b. Administration Department Report
c. Monthly Department Reports
d. Accounts Payable – December 2024 – $1,873,811.76.
e. December 2024 Financial Report
f. Award of Contract – 2025 Street Patching Program – Schroeder Asphalt Services – $98,260.15
g. Award of Contract – 2025 Curb and Sidewalk Replacement Program – Schroeder & Schroeder, Inc – 

$198,925.00
h. Award of Contract – 2025 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing Project– Denler, Inc. – $48,150.00

6. Consent Items for Separate Consideration
7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees

a. Zoning Board of Appeals
i. Variation Request – 506 Edgewood Place – Lot Coverage – Ordinance
ii. Variation Request – 633 Ashland Avenue – Lot Coverage & Setbacks – Ordinance
iii. Variation Request – 1105 Park Avenue – Setbacks – Ordinance

8. Unfinished Business
9. New Business

a. Neighborhood Dialogues – Presentation – No Action
10. Executive Session
11. Adjournment

file://srv-fs01/groups/Board/Agendas/2023%20Agendas/mwalsh@vrf.us
mailto:vbot@vrf.us
mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956
https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2817
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

December 16th, 2024 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on 
Monday, December 16th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 
Park Avenue – River Forest, IL.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following 
persons were: 

 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Brennan, O’Connell, Bachner, Gillis, 

Vazquez, Village Clerk Keller 
Absent:  Trustee Johnson 
Also Present:  Village Attorney Lance Malina, Village Administrator Matt Walsh, 

Assistant Village Administrator Jessica Spencer, Police Chief 
James O’Shea, Fire Chief Tom Gaertner, Director of Public 
Works and Engineering Jack Bielak, Finance Director Rosemary 
McAdams, Deputy Police Chief James Greenwood, Police 
Commander Michael Swierczynski, Deputy Fire Chief David 
Bochenek, and Deputy Clerk Luke Masella 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  
 

3. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
John Morrissey made public comment and asked the Village Board to consider 
focusing on and improving the walkability of the Village. 
 
Kathleen Corcos gave public comment regarding the term limit agenda item. She 
thanked the Village Board for placing the item on the agenda and encouraged 
the Village Board to adopt an ordinance placing the term limit question on the 
April 1st, ballot. She also raised concerns about the impacts of multiterm elected 
officials. 
 
Thea Tsatsos made public comment in support of term limits and highlighted 
some of the reported benefits of term limits. 



VBOT December 16th, 2024 
 

 2 
 

 
Phyliss Rubin made public comment in support of the Village Board placing the 
term limit question on the April 1st, ballot. Ms. Rubin raised concerns about the 
impact of establishment politicians and asked the Village Board to let the voters 
decide on term limits via the referendum. 
 
Magdy Milad made public comment in support of the term limit question. 
 
Margie Cekander made public comment in support of the Village Board placing 
the term limit question for the Office of Village President on the April 1st, ballot. 
Ms. Cekander raised a multitude of concerns about the potential impacts of not 
having term limits, how the Electoral Board handled the hearings. She then 
requested the Village Board let the voters decide on term limits via placing the 
question on the ballot.   
 
Susan Adler thanked the Village Board for placing the term limit discussion on 
the agenda that evening. She then made public comment in support of term 
limits. 

 
Jan Saeger gave public comment in opposition of the proposed term limits and 
then proposed policies that the Village should address that she felt were more 
meaningful than term limits.  
 
Patty Henek made public comment in support of the proposed term limits. She 
then thanked Village Staff, Board members, and members of their public for 
getting the term limit item on the agenda. Ms. Henek reminded the Board that it 
is the residents on the top of the River Forest organizational chart and asked that 
the Village Board take any necessary actions to get the question on the April 
ballot. 
 
Ms. Henek then offered some points of clarification regarding statements she 
had seen in emails and on social media. 
 
Bridget Erfort read into the record a statement in support of term limits from 
Deborah Borman who could not be in attendance that evening.  
 

4. ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Trustee Bachner began her comments with a land acknowledgment and then 
wished everyone a happy holiday season. Trustee Bachner then brought up ideas 
surrounding future Casual Conversation events 
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Trustee O’Connell reminded everyone that the reason the Village Board 
members could not speak at the last Casual Conversation event was due to the 
open meetings act. 
 
Administrator Walsh offered an explanation on the format for the Casual 
Conversation events in relation to the Open Meetings Act rules. Trustee Bachner 
requested that future events be prepared to allow for other Trustees to 
participate. 
 
Trustee Bachner highlighted some of the traffic comments raised by residents at 
the Conversation events and discussed traffic solutions along Madison Street. 
 
Administrator Walsh noted that staff would explore traffic solutions along 
Madison Street further.  
 
Trustee Bachner also reported attending the wake for the fallen Oak Park Police 
Officer and thanked the Village’s Police Department for their work.  
 
Trustee Gillis echoed the same sentiments as Trustee Bachner about the Village’s 
Police Department. She then highlighted the Police Department’s Vacation 
Watch program. She also thanked the Public Works Department for their leaf 
removal program. Trustee Gillis reminded everyone of the upcoming Light Up 
the Night event. 
 
Trustee Vazquez also thanked the Village’s first responders for their work. He 
then wished everyone a happy holiday season. 
 
Clerk Keller had nothing to add to the record. 
 
Trustee Brennan noted that she would appreciate it if the Casual Conversation 
events in the future could be turned into official public meetings so all board 
members could participate.  
 
Trustee O’Connell thanked the Village’s first responders and then thanked the 
Village’s Public Works department for their leaf pick up. He then asked Director 
Bielak for an update on the lead service line survey.  
 
Director Bielak provided an update and encouraged residents to complete the 
survey. 
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Trustee O’Connell noted the easiness of the survey. He then asked if the Village’s 
senior snow removal program is still occurring. 
 
Village Administrator Walsh stated yes and provided background information 
on the program. 
 
Trustee O’Connell then reminded everyone that there are multiple public entities 
outside of the Village that have an impact on residents and that the Village will 
be putting information out soon on these governments. 
 
President Adduci reported attending the vigil for the fallen Oak Park Police 
Officer and also gave thanks to the Village’s emergency responders. She then 
noted being proud of the Casual Conversation events and encouraged everyone 
to sign up or the newsletter for further updates on the events.  
 
President Adduci also reported attending the Illinois Municipal League winter 
conference and reminded everyone that the state government has a large impact 
on municipal governments. She highlighted the potential impact the state and 
federal governments may have on the replacement of lead service lines and 
encouraged residents to be cognizant of the lead service line replacement project. 
She also reminded residents of the Village’s 50/50 match program for lead 
service line replacement and then wished everyone a happy holidays.  

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – November 18th, 2024 
b. Village Board of Trustees Executive Session Meeting Minutes – November 

18th, 2024 
c. Administration Department Report 
d. Monthly Department Reports 
e. November Financial Report 
f. November Accounts Payable – $3,023,619.53 
g. 2024 Property Tax Levy Adoption Ordinance 
h. Purchase Approval – Automated License Plate Reader System – 

Minuteman Technologies – $50,017.26 
i. Purchase Approval – 2025 Chevrolet Blazer Electric Police Pursuit Vehicle 

– Currie Motors – $65,407.00 
j. Purchase Approval – Fire Department Record Management System – First 

Due – $26,900.00 
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k. Purchase Approval – Ford F350 – Public Works Department – Sutton 
Ford of Matteson, IL – $60,291.43 

l. 2025 Meeting Calendar Adoption 
m. Annual Renewal Agreement with Municipal GIS Partners – $48,138.00 
n. Purchase Approval – Microsoft 365 Office License Renewal – $30,548.24 

 
Trustee Brennan asked to pull consent agenda items C and H for separate 
consideration. 
 
MOTION by Trustee Bachner to approve Consent Agenda Items A through B, 
D through G, and I through N. Seconded by Trustee Gillis.  

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, O’Connell, Vazquez, Gillis, Brennan 
Absent: Trustee Johnson 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  

 
6. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION 

 
c. Administration Department Report 

 
MOTION by Trustee Gillis to approve Consent Agenda Item C. Seconded by 
Trustee Vazquez.   

 
Trustee Brennan asked for clarification on the payment to Jasculca Terman 
Strategic Communications (JTSC.) 
 
Administrator Walsh reported that this payment was the first payment to JTSC 
and not an extension of the contract. He then reported that the Village is in the 
process of wrapping up the services with JTSC.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Vazquez, Gillis, Brennan, O’Connell 
Absent: Trustee Johnson 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  
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h. Purchase Approval – Automated License Plate Reader System – Minuteman 
Technologies – $50,017.26 

 
MOTION by Trustee Vazquez to approve Consent Agenda Item H. Seconded 
by Trustee Bachner 

 
Trustee Brennan asked for clarification on what the contract includes. 
 
Deputy Police Chief James Greenwood provided clarification on the contract 
and noted that most of the costs are related to hardware and its installation. He 
then provided information on the general location of the cameras.  
 
President Adduci asked if a grant was used to pay for these cameras. 
 
Deputy Police Chief Greenwood provided clarification on how and when the 
grant money was used for this project and other camera projects.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, Vazquez, Gillis, Brennan, O’Connell 
Absent: Trustee Johnson 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  

 
7. RECCOMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND 

COMMITTEES 
 

None 
 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
None 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Discussion of Term Limits for Offices of Village President, Village Trustees 

and Village Clerk 
 

President Adduci thanked the Village Board for their interest in this agenda item.  
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Village Clerk Keller asked Village Attorney Malina what the procedure for the 
Village Board would be to place this item on the ballot. 
 
Village Attorney Malina offered an explanation on the differences between 
binding referendum questions and advisory questions. He stated that advisory 
questions are simply ways to garner information on what the public thinks about 
a particular topic. Mr. Malina then explained that binding referendums, if passed, 
actually change the law of the government. He noted that the original petition 
for term limits filed in the summer was a binding question. 
 
Mr. Malina then explained that under the current election calendar, the deadline 
for a Village Board to place referendum question on the ballot is January 13th, 
2025.   
 
Village Clerk Keller asked what steps the Village Board must take to have the 
item on the January 13th agenda.   
 
Mr. Malina stated an ordinance would have to be approved at the January 13th 
Village Board meeting.  
 
Trustee Vazquez asked if the question could end up on the 2027 ballot. 
 
Administrator Walsh noted the question can be placed on ballots outside of just 
local elections such as the primary election in 2026. 
 
Trustee Vazquez noted that if further action is needed on term limits, the Village 
Board can get the item on a voting ballot before the next Village election.  
 
Trustee Bachner noted that if the Village was firm about the January 13th 
timeline, the Board can hold special meetings. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked Village Administrator Walsh for background on how this 
item ended up on the agenda.  
 
Administrator Walsh provided background information on the agenda item and 
noted that all the trustees were interested in discussing term limits in some 
capacity. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked for background information on the previous term limit 
petition that ended up before the Village’s Electoral Board. 
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Administrator Walsh provided background information on the term limit 
referendum petition that was filed this past summer and reported the Electoral 
Boards findings and decision. 
 
Village Clerk Keller expanded on the Village Electoral Board’s decision as he was 
a voting member of the Electoral Board. He explained that the Electoral Board 
determined the question’s language was too vague and open for interpretation.   
 
Trustee Bachner asked if the Electoral Board had any power to alter the 
referendum question. 
 
Village Attorney Malina stated the Electoral Board does not have that power. 
 
Village Clerk Keller provided further information on the Electoral Board’s 
discussion over the referendum.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked for clarification on how the Electoral Board was 
composed after President Adduci’s recusal.  
 
Village Attorney Malina provided clarification on how the third seat of the 
Electoral Board was filled with a Public Member. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked what the proper language for the term limit question 
would be if it was to go on the ballot. 
 
Village Attorney Malina stated the proper word choice would have been “terms” 
over “years.” 
 
The Village Board discussed whether any term limit proposal would be 
retroactive or proactive in the counting of term limits.  
 
Village Attorney Malina noted that the question cannot be retroactive and must 
be prospective and stated that the deadline of January 13th makes this a complex 
situation.  
 
President Adduci suggested that the Village Board approach this topic 
deliberately and thoroughly before taking any action. She noted that Trustee 
Johnson was not present as well. 
 
President Adduci also reminded the Village Board to be careful about taking any 
potential precedent setting actions.  
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Trustee Brennan commented that the original petition had a large number of 
signatures, and the Village Board received many public comments in support of 
the item. Considering the amount of public support, she stated she would 
support getting the question on the ballot by the January 13th deadline.  
 
Trustee Gillis asked for clarification on what election ballots the question can be 
placed on. 
 
President Adduci stated that there would be opportunities to place the question 
on the ballot in 2026 and 2027. 
 
Trustee Vazquez suggested the Village Board take time to explore term limits 
and then place the question on a later ballot. He stated that he felt as if the Village 
has not received enough feedback regarding term limits to take any further 
action.  
 
Trustee Bachner noted being in support of getting the question submitted by the 
January 13th deadline. She then stated that by placing the question on the ballot, 
the Board would be acting in a responsible manner to its constituents. 
 
Trustee Vazquez stated that he would support considering enacting term limits 
on the entirety of the Village Board and encouraged his fellow Board members 
to not rush into action. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked why the Village Board could just not discuss and 
deliberate the term limits this evening and then have staff create a proposal to be 
discussed and voted on at the January 13th meeting. 
 
Trustee O’Connell stated he opposes taking action to get the item on the January 
13th agenda. 
 
President Adduci reminded everyone that with the upcoming holiday season, 
getting all the Board members to a meeting may be difficult. 
 
Trustee Bachner stated that the Village has taken important votes in the past 
without all the Village Board members present.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that she would not support placing the question on a 
later ballot because it appears as if the residents want to vote on the item now. 
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Village Attorney Malina stated that he is not ready to give a formal opinion on 
which terms would count as prospective if the question were to be confirmed by 
the January 13th deadline and subsequently confirmed by the April 1st election.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that her understanding of the “which terms count” 
question is that previous year’s terms cannot be counted and stated that delaying 
this question any further allows elected officials to have more terms.    
 
Village Clerk Keller reminded the Board that they are solely discussing whether 
the question should be on the ballot and offered some formatting suggestions. 
 
President Adduci gave an example of where a District 90 elected official filled a 
position in between terms. President Adduci wondered how that “in between 
term” would be counted for term limits and used this as an example of why the 
Village Board should take their time when deliberating term limits.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that she felt that the District 90 situation was not a good 
example and agreed with Village Clerk Keller that Board should focus on 
whether or not the question should be on the ballot. 
 
President Adduci stated she was giving the example as a possibility that the Board 
should consider. 
 
Trustee Bachner suggested that it may not be as difficult as it seems to have an 
item for the January 13th board meeting because there are many other 
communities in the area with term limits that the Village could reference when 
researching. 
 
President Adduci also raised issues that reportedly the Village of Brookfield has 
faced due to their term limits.   
 
Trustee Bachner suggested that Village Attorney Malina draft something for the 
Board to review at a Special Meeting. 
 
President Adduci reminded everyone that it may be difficult to obtain a quorum 
with the upcoming holidays. Additionally, she warned the Board of taking any 
precedent setting actions.  
 
Trustee O’Connell reiterated that he would like to not rush this item and 
reminded the Village Board that they have been burned in the past after rushing 
things through. 
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Trustee Vazquez reminded everyone of the Northeast Corner traffic situation. 
 
Trustee Brennan noted that the difference between this item and others is that 
the Village Board is not voting on the item, the residents are. 
 
Trustee Vazquez reiterated that he would prefer the Village Board not rush the 
item through for the January 13th date.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated she would be in support of asking the Village Attorney 
to draft an ordinance similar to the original petition but with the proper wording 
for the office of Village President. She then noted she would be willing to have 
multiple questions on the ballot for each position and asked Village Attorney 
Malina if that would be possible. 
 
Village Attorney Malina stated that he would have to look into it. 
 
Trustee Brennan reiterated her goal is to amplify the voice of the residents who 
signed the petition and because of that, would be willing to include all the Board’s 
positions if that would help get the question on the ballot. 
 
President Adduci reminded everyone that two members of the Village Board 
were on the Electoral Board and that the Electoral Board agreed that there was 
an issue with the question.  
 
Village Clerk Keller and Trustee Vazquez reiterated the findings of the Electoral 
Board. 

 
Trustee Bachner reiterated her support for adding the term limit question to the 
Ballot and stated that the Village Board could meet multiple times before the 
deadline to discuss the item. 
 
Trustee Gillis stated she is not in support of placing the item for discussion by 
the January 13th deadline. She stated that the recent discussion surrounding the 
Traffic and Safety Barriers has made her weary of quickly acting on items and 
would like as much research as possible about term limits before voting. 
 
Trustee Bachner stated that she feels other items have been quickly addressed by 
the Village Board and noted being disappointed that a resident driven item is not 
getting that same consideration. 
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Trustee Brennan asked why the Village cannot at least prepare for the January 
13th deadline, whether action is taken or not.  
 
Trustee Bachner stated she does not feel as if this item would be rushed if it were 
to be placed on the January 13th agenda. 
 
Trustee O’Connell suggested the Village wait to discuss this further and also 
attempt to gather feedback from residents through various platforms such as the 
Village newsletter.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated she would support having the Village Attorney draft an 
ordinance and then having the Village Board discuss the item in time for the 
January 13th deadline. 
 
Trustee Vazquez stated he would be in support of discussing the item at a slower 
pace. 
 
Trustee Gillis stated she would be in support of discussing the item but not 
rushing it for the January 13th deadline. 
 
Trustee Brennan asked if the verbiage was clarified, would Trustee Gillis change 
her support for the January 13th deadline. 
 
Trustee Gillis stated no, as she disagreed with the sense of urgency surrounding 
the topic. 
 
Trustee Bachner reiterated her support for doing whatever is needed to get the 
item to the January 13th deadline as she felt it was the right thing to do. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION to adjourn by Trustee O’Connell. Seconded by Trustee Vazquez. 
 

Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustees Bachner, O’Connell, Vazquez, Gillis, Brennan 
Absent: Trustee Johnson 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  
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The Village Board of Trustees Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

 
 
_________________________________________     
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 
 
 
Date:___________________________________ 



See Next Page 

Date: January 13th, 2025 

To: President Adduci & Village 
Board of Trustees 

From:    Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Subject: Administration Report 

Upcoming Public Meetings and Closures 

Tuesday, January 14th 

Wednesday, January 15th 

 7:00pm 

  6:00pm 

Sustainability Commission  

Special Meeting of the Economic 
Development Commission  

Recent Payments of >$10,000 
In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and 
$20,000 that have occurred since the last Board meeting: 

Vendor Amount Description 
 DeKind Computer Consultants $11,610.00  I.T. Support 
 Osco Incorporated $13,909.95  Fuel 
 IRMA $19,072.18  Liability Insurance 
 State Treasurer $17,769.14  State Income Tax 
 State Treasurer $17,624.68  State Income Tax 
 Fifth Third Bank $10,251.65  Village Hall Credit Card 
 Bestco Hartford $11,443.28  Retiree Benefits 
 The Davenport Group USA Ltd $11,980.80  Lama Work Order System 
 MOE Funds $15,682.00  Public Works Health Insurance 



December 2024 Highlights 
New Business Licenses 2 
Freedom of Information Act Requests 14 
Net New Email Subscribers (Past 30 
days) 

23 
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Matt Walsh – Village Administrator 

James O’Shea- Chief of Police 

January 13, 2025 

SUBJECT: December 2024 Monthly Report 

Crime Statistics 

The month of December 2024 indicated an 8% increase in Group A offenses in comparison to December 
2023. There was a 7% decrease in Group A offenses year to date. This decrease can be attributed to less 
incidents of Retail Thefts. There was an 10% increase in Group B offenses compared to December 2023. This 
increase is due to an increase in Driving Under the Influence Arrests.  

It had been noted in previous Monthly Reports for 2024 that there was a disparity in data collection and 
results due to changes in National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) requirements. The data 
collection was refined and restructured using true NIBRS requirements. This will allow for use of more 
accurate information and comparisons. We will continue to report any anomalies in data or statistics in 
calendar year (2024).     

Dec Dec Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 
2024 2023 +/- +/- 2024 2023 +/- +/- 

Group A 27 25 2 8% 350 375 -25 -7%

Group B 11 10 1 10% 122 101 21 21% 

All Other 27 30 -3 -10% 373 381 -8 -2%

Reports 108 97 11 11% 1662 1629 33 2% 

Events 856 960 -104 -11% 12398 13602 -1204 -9%
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Town Center 
The Police Department responded to fifty-four (54) calls for service at the Town Center properties in 
December 2024; of those calls there were thirty-nine (39) reported crimes, which included thirteen (13) 
Panhandler/Criminal Trespass incidents and fifteen (15) Retail Thefts. There was a 31% increase in calls for 
service in comparison to year-to-date 2023 statistics. In addition, there was a twenty-four (24%) increase in 
Criminal Activity in comparison to year-to-date 2023 statistics. This increase can be attributed to an increase 
of Panhandler and Remove the Unwanted Calls. 
 

Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 

• Met with equipment vendor on December 3, 2024. 

• Attended the West Suburban Chiefs of Police meeting on December 4, 2024. 

• Attended the 40th Annual Illinois Public Sector Labor Relations and Labor Law Conference 
at Chicago-Kent Law School on December 6, 2024. 

• Met with an employee assistance provider on December 9, 2024.  

• Attended the Visitation and Funeral Services for Oak Park Police Detective Reddins on 
December 11 & 12, 2024. 

• Attended Officer Ethan Williams graduation from the Cook County Sheriff’s Police 
Academy on December 12, 2024. 

• Attended the Village Board of Trustees meeting on December 16, 2024. 

• Met with contractors for review and planning of future renovations on December 17, 2024. 

• Attended the swearing in of new Officers Andrew Richter and Jean-Pierre Bourdeau on 
December 17, 2024. 

• Attended the Employee Appreciation Holiday Luncheon on December 19, 2024. 
 

School and Community Support 
The following is a summary of the activity that occurred during December relating to Ordinance Enforcement 
and School Resource/Community Service. 
 

DECEMBER 2024 ACTIVITY CSO BUS 
Bank/Metra 15 Assignments 

2.5 Hrs. 
Errands 4 Assignments 

6 Hrs. 
Local Ordinance Enforcement / 

Citations 
0 Assignments 

0 Citations 
Parking Citations 4 Citations 

Fingerprinting Assignments 1 Assignment 
20 Min. 

Administrative Duties 8 Assignments 
11 Hrs. 
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Animal Calls 1 Assignment 
15 Min. 

Vehicle Service 4 Assignments 
2 Hrs. 

Crossings 0 Assignments 
0 Min. 

Bond Hearing / Court 6 Assignments 
7 Hrs. 

Other Assignments 10 Assignments 
11 Hrs. 

Adjudication / Red Light Hearing 1 Assignment 
2 Hrs. 

Child Safety Seat 
Inspection/Install 

1 Assignment 
30 Min. 

Other Calls for Service 13 Assignments 
5.5 Hrs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

School Resource/Community Service Officer Activity Summary for December 2024 
 

Written Reports 7 
Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 23 
ISEARCH, ICAC and Too Good for 
Drugs Activities 7 

Calls for Service 5 

Other Assignments 26 Assignments  
(68 Hrs.)  

Special Assignments 28 Assignments 
(77 Hrs.) 

 

DECEMBER 2024 CSO BUS 
VIOLATION TYPE TICKETS 
Time Limit 0 
No Parking Anytime 0 
Vehicle License 0 
Fire Lane/Hydrant 0 
Handicapped 0 
Resident Only Zone 1 
Permit Parking Only 1 
Daily Parking Fee Zone 0 
Expired Registration 1 
Other Parking Offense 1 
TOTAL 4 
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School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for December 2024 

Ofc. Drake completed the following: 

• Assisted with Village adjudication hearing on 12/02/2024.
• Attended Illinois Prevention Network Monthly Meeting on 12/03/2024.
• Completed Elderly Service follow up and supplemental report #24-1320 on 12/03/2024.
• Met with OPRF intern for monthly assistance at RFPD on 12/03/2024.
• Attended River Forest Community Safety virtual meeting on 12/04/2024.
• Assisted new recruits at Ray O’Herron on 12/05/2024.
• Conducted two (2) Too Good For Drugs lessons at St. Luke on 12/06/2024.
• Completed advice call with Concordia University on 12/06/2024.
• Assisted with Meet Complainant/completed advice call with St. Vincent Ferrer on 12/06/2024.
• Completed advice call with Lincoln on 12/06/2024.
• Conducted Child Safety Seat Install on 12/09/2024.
• Completed advice call with Whole Foods on 12/06/2024.
• Conducted eight (8) Cyber Safety/Bullying presentations at Roosevelt on 12/11/2024.
• Attended Youth Network Council virtual monthly meeting on 12/12/2024.
• Conducted two (2) Too Good For Drugs lessons at St. Luke on 12/13/2024.
• Assisted PPO Williams at Ray O’Herron on 12/16/2024.
• Attended Brookfield Zoo Wounded Warrior Event/Santa Escort on 12/16/2024.
• Completed phone meetings with Har Zion and Trinity on 12/17/2024.
• Conducted one (1) River Forest Community Safety presentation for Willard kindergarten on 12/17/2024.
• Attended Coffee With A Cop event at The Sheridan on 12/18/2024.
• Conducted one (1) River Forest Community Safety presentation for Lincoln kindergarten on 12/18/2024.
• Attended Opioid Task Force virtual meeting on 12/19/2024.
• Attended two (2) St. Luke Holiday celebrations on 12/20/2024.
• Completed Elderly Service follow up and supplemental report #24-01487 on 12/23/2024.
• Spoke with various businesses regarding court attendance issue on 12/23/2024.
• Completed advice call with Whole Foods on 12/30/2024.
• Assisted with West Suburban recent call issue on 12/30/2024.
• Completed Juvenile follow up and supplemental report #24-01644 on 12/30/2024.
• Completed and delivered bicycle registrations to residents throughout the month.
• Conducted business and school premise checks throughout the month.
• Assisted with records/administrative tasks throughout the month.
• Assisted investigations unit throughout the month.

UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for January 2024 

Ofc. Drake will: 

• Assist with Rapid Deployment In-Service training on 01/02/2024.
• Attend Village Adjudication Hearing on 01/06/2024.
• Attended Youth Network Council monthly meeting on 01/09/2024.
• Conduct student Cyber Safety presentation at Trinity on 01/10/2024.
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• Meet with OPRF intern at RFPD on 01/13/2024.
• Conducted Too Good For Drugs lessons on 01/15/2024 and 01/29/2024.
• Conduct parent Cyber Safety presentation at Trinity on 01/16/2024.
• Attend FOP training on 01/22/2024.
• Attend M-Team monthly meeting on 01/22/2024.
• Conduct Safety presentation for Dominican students on 01/23/2024.
• Attend/present at Concordia Stalking Awareness event on 01/28/2024.
• Update Frontline Keyholder Portal throughout the month.
• Assist Investigations Unit as needed throughout the month.
• Conduct school and business premise checks and foot patrols throughout the month.

Sgt. Grill will: 

• Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload.
• Continue to configure new Avigilon server.
• Continue to deploy new PD squad laptops.
• Work on possible grant application opportunities.
• Plan special events and complete permit reviews and approvals.
• Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests.
• Assist with Information Technology projects.
• Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used

in police response and criminal investigations.
• Manage various grant activities and applications.
• Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment.
• Assist with Red Light Enforcement system.
• Continue to support CSO Bus and the Records Division.

 CSO Bus will: 

• Monitor parking issues near the various schools.
• Assist with Child Safety Seat Installations
• Enforce any/all new regulated parking zones.
• Monitor crossing guard performance and presence.
• Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center.
• Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and

Handicapped Parking Only Areas etc.
• Assist with Court records communications.
• Assist with Animal Control.
• Administer traffic control services during Fire and Police related events.
• Continue to utilize the Automated License Plate Reader to increase efficiency and effectiveness of

parking enforcement efforts to gain better community compliance.
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Officer Ethan Williams’ Graduation                   Officers Richter and Bourdeau Swearing In 

Active Solicitor Permits 

Individual or Organization Description Expires 

Anderson Corporation Windows & Doors 04/25/2025 

College Works Painting Painting 04/02/2025 

EcoShield Pest Solutions Pest Control 06/27/2025 

Power Home Remodeling Roofing, Siding, Windows, and Doors 08/02/2025 

Budget and Fiscal Monitoring 

December 1 – December 31, 2024 
December is the eighth month of Fiscal Year 2025. There was an 182% increase in overtime costs in 
comparison to December 2023. Overtime costs increased by 107% YTD comparing Fiscal Year 2025 to Fiscal 
Year 2024.  

Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

Category Total # 
Paid 
FY25 
12/31 

Total # 
Paid 
FY24 
Y-T-D

Expenditure/ 
Revenue FY25 
12/31 

FY25 Y-T-D 
Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 
Citations 

266 1634 $16,608 $128,602 

Admin. Tows 25 192 $14,000 $96,000 
Local Ordinance 2 12 $559 $2,965 
Overtime 497.5hrs 2,924.75hrs $37,522 $243,211 
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Community Policing/Crime Prevention Activities: 
• Officers conducted additional patrols and premise checks in the business districts, parks, school play 

areas and the library. 
• Officers conducted numerous traffic missions in locations that have been identified as priorities based 

on traffic crash data and citizen requests. 
• Officers monitored school drop-offs and pickups and conducted traffic calming and enforcement. 
• Officers conducted premise checks at businesses due to the increase in customer traffic for the holiday 

season. 
 

Directed Patrols/ Traffic Enforcement 
 

The Midnight Shift focused enforcement on North Avenue. Dayshift was assigned traffic enforcement missions 
on Lake Street and Harlem Avenue. The Afternoon Shift conducted enforcement missions on Lake Street, 
Madison Street and North Avenue.  
 
The Midnight Shift made nineteen (19) stops, issued twenty-four (24) citations and eight (8) warnings were 
issued during their traffic missions. The shift made one (1) traffic arrest, and one (1) vehicle was 
administratively towed during the enforcement traffic mission this month. 
 
The Dayshift made twenty-eight (28) stops, forty (40) citations and eight (8) warnings issued. The shift 
recorded eight (8) traffic-related arrests during enforcement missions this month. Eight (8) vehicles were 
administratively towed.  
 
The Afternoon shift made thirty (30) stops with twenty-nine (39) citations and twelve (12) warnings were 
issued during traffic enforcement missions. The shift made seven (7) traffic arrests with two (5) administrative 
towed vehicles during their enforcement missions.  
 
Notable Events and Arrests: 
 
24-01560  Driving While License Suspended 
On December 3, 2024, 10:45AM, a River Forest unit observed a vehicle driving with expired registration and 
stopped it near the intersection of Harlem Avenue and Wabansia Avenue. The driver, a 46 year old male from 
Chicago, was subsequently arrested for driving with a suspended license. The male was cited and released on 
a citation and notice with a court date at Maybrook Courthouse.   
 
24-01562  Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol 
On December 3, 2024, at 7:46PM, a River Forest officer located a running illegally parked vehicle behind the 
police station located at 400 Park Avenue.  The driver, a 54 year old male Chicago resident, was asleep behind 
the wheel with an open alcohol container in the center console. The driver displayed signs of alcohol 
intoxication and refused to exit the vehicle.  The driver was removed from the vehicle and placed under arrest 
for driving under the influence of alcohol.  The driver was escorted to the booking room and the vehicle was 
towed from the police parking lot.  The vehicle and driver were observed on the River Forest Street cameras 
committing multiple vehicle code violations before illegally parking behind the police station.  The driver 
refused to take field sobriety tests and refused to submit to a breathalyzer test.  The driver was charged with 
misdemeanor driving under the influence of alcohol, given a misdemeanor court date, and released on a 
Citation and Notice. 
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24-01564  Attempt Murder/Aggravated Discharge of a Weapon 
On December 4, 2024, 3:00AM, River Forest officers responded to the area of 300 block of Lathrop Avenue to 
assist Forest Park PD conducting a traffic stop. The vehicle previously fled from Riverside PD and the driver 
was believed to be armed. The vehicle crashed into an unoccupied building and the driver, a 20 year old male 
from Maywood, fled into the building.  While inside, the male fired two shots from a handgun at a River Forest 
officer standing outside.  The male eventually surrendered, was arrested and charged with Attempted Murder 
of a Peace Officer and Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm towards a Peace Officer, processed, and later 
transported to Maybrook Courthouse for a detention hearing.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative 
hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-1570  Retail Theft/Warrant 
On December 5, 2024, 12:32PM, River Forest units responded to 7231 Lake Street (Ulta) for a retail theft. The 
offender, a 51 year old male from Chicago, was located at the Green Line Station at 1 South Harlem Avenue. 
He was arrested after an Ulta employee positively identified the offender and the proceeds. The male provided 
false identification information, and it was discovered he had an active warrant out of Cook County. At the 
station, he was processed and charged with retail theft, obstructing identification and the warrant. He was 
later transported to Maybrook Courthouse for a Detention Hearing. 
  
24-01571  Retail Theft 
On December 5, 2024, 1:24PM, River Forest units responded to 7525 Lake Street (Jewel) for a retail theft that 
just occurred. They located a 34 year old male from Chicago, matching the description. The subject and the 
proceeds were positively identified by a Jewel employee, and he was taken into custody. At the station, the 
man was charged with retail theft. He was released from the station on a Citation and Notice with a court date 
at Maybrook Courthouse.  
 
24-01574  Criminal Trespass 
On December 6, 2024, 10:26AM, River Forest units were on patrol near 7525 Lake Street (Jewel) when they 
observed a 35 year old male from Cicero whom they recognized as a person that had been previously banned 
from Jewel. The male was arrested for criminal trespass to property. The subject was transported to the 
hospital for a psychotic episode, where he was issued a citation and notice and released from custody. 
 
24-01580  Burglary/Shooting  
On December 7, 2024, 3:54AM, River Forest officers were dispatched to an alarm at the Ulta store and found 
evidence that a burglary had occurred. While on scene, officers were informed of a shooting that occurred 
nearby on the 400 block of Harlem Avenue where a driver was shot in his shoulder while driving his vehicle. 
Using the River Forest Street cameras and license plate readers, officers were able to determine that both 
incidents were related and developed suspect vehicles that were used by the offenders. River Forest detectives 
were later able to locate and recover the offending vehicles, some of the stolen Ulta merchandise, and a 
firearm. River Forest Detectives were also able to develop several suspects and are continuing to investigate 
the incidents.  
 
24-01585  Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol 
On December 8, 2024, at 9:00PM, a River Forest officer located a vehicle driving over the sidewalk and 
landscaping to enter the Jewel parking lot located at 7525 Lake Street.  The officer conducted a traffic stop in 
the parking lot and the driver, a 62 year old Elmwood Park resident, indicated he was having a medical 
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emergency.  An ambulance was called to the scene and determined the driver was not being truthful about the 
reported medical emergency.  The vehicle had numerous open alcohol containers in plain view and the driver 
displayed signs of alcohol intoxication.  The driver was arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol and 
transported to the hospital for alcohol-related illnesses.  The driver refused to submit to chemical testing and 
was charged with misdemeanor driving under the influence of alcohol.  The driver was processed at the 
hospital, given a misdemeanor court date and released on a Citation and Notice. 
 
24-01591  Retail Theft/Resisting a Peace Officer/Outside Agency Arrest Warrant 
On December 10, 2024, at 10:31PM, River Forest units were dispatched to the Walgreens located at 7251 Lake 
Street for the retail theft that just occurred.  The employee advised the offender stole merchandise valued at 
$83.98 and fled the store on foot.  A suspect matching the description was located in the 1100 block of North 
Boulevard but fled on foot from the responding officer.  The suspect was detained by a Town Center Security 
Officer and briefly resisted arrest by not allowing the responding officer to apply the handcuffs.  The suspect 
was positively identified as the retail theft offender.  The offender, a 35 year old male Chicago resident, was 
arrested for retail theft, resisting a peace officer, and seven outstanding theft related Cook County warrants.  
The offender was transported to the station for processing, given a misdemeanor court date, and transported to 
the Maybrook courthouse for a detention hearing. 
 
24-01607  Retail Theft/Obstructing Identification/Criminal Trespass  
On December 13, 2024, at 10:06PM, River Forest units were dispatched to the Walgreens located at 7251 Lake 
Street for the retail theft that just occurred.  The employee advised the offender stole merchandise valued at 
$25.00 and fled the store on foot.  A suspect matching the description was located in the 7300 block of Lake 
Street and was positively identified as the retail theft offender.  The offender, a 33 year old male Chicago 
resident, was arrested for retail theft and transported to the station for processing.  The offender provided a 
false name, and a fingerprint inquiry identified the offender as receiving a prior criminal trespass warning for 
Walgreens.  The offender was charged with misdemeanor retail theft, obstructing identification and criminal 
trespass to real property.  The offender was given a misdemeanor court date and released on a Citation and 
Notice. 
 
24-01608  Driving with No Valid DL/Theft/Curfew   
On December 14, 2024, 1:34AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Lake Street and Thatcher Avenue and 
observed a vehicle driving without headlights. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a juvenile, was found 
to be driving without a valid license and in violation of curfew. Inside the vehicle, officers located numerous 
flags, the majority of which were “pride”-related flags.  An investigation revealed that the flags were stolen 
from various locations in River Forest and Oak Park by the occupants of the vehicle.  The driver, two juvenile 
passengers, and 18 year old male passenger all from River Forest, were arrested and charged with Theft.  The 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s office was consulted but declined to approve Hate Crime charges.  The male 
adult was also charged with Contributing to the Delinquency of a Minor. The juvenile driver also received 
traffic and curfew citations.  The juvenile passengers also received curfew citations.  The male was processed 
and later released on a Citation and Notice. The juveniles were processed and released to guardians.  The 
vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
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24-01610  Aggravated Driving Under the Influence  
On December 15, 2024, 2:14AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Harlem Avenue and Division Street 
observed a vehicle driving without headlights. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 36 year old female 
from Melrose Park, admitted to consuming alcohol, exhibited signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Aggravated Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol. She was found 
to be driving despite never having been issued a driver’s license. She was processed and later released on a 
Citation and Notice. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
24-01613  Driving While License Suspended 
On December 16, 2024, 07:54AM’ department License Plate Readers hit on a vehicle with suspended 
registration. The vehicle was stopped at 7201 Lake Street (Town Center Parking Lot). The driver, a 23 year old 
female from Vernon Hills was subsequently arrested for driving with a suspended license. The female was 
cited and released on a citation and notice with a court date at Maybrook Courthouse.   
 
24-01623  Driving While License Suspended 
On December 19, 2024, 09:22AM, department License Plate Readers hit on a vehicle with suspended 
registration. The vehicle was confirmed and stopped at 7577 Lake Street. The driver, a 44 year old female 
subject from Chicago, was subsequently arrested for driving with a suspended license. The female was cited 
and released on a citation and notice with a court date at Maybrook Courthouse.   
 
24-01637  Outside Agency Arrest Warrant  
On December 23, 2024, at 8:00PM, River Forest units were dispatched to a strong-armed robbery at the Jewel 
located at 7525 Lake Street.  Dispatch advised responding units the offender forcibly took a bicycle and was 
currently inside Panera Bread located at 7349 Lake Street.  River Forest officers located a known retail theft 
offender matching the description inside Panera Bread.  River Forest officers conducted a thorough 
investigation and determined the suspect committed a retail theft at the Jewel and the Jewel employee was 
attempting to stop the suspect from fleeing on the bicycle.  The suspect, a 38 year old male Franklin Park 
resident, possessed Jewel merchandise, but was not positively identified as the retail theft offender.  The 
suspect was determined to have an outstanding misdemeanor DuPage County warrant.  The suspect was 
arrested and transported to the station for processing.  The suspect was given a DuPage County misdemeanor 
court date and released on a Citation and Notice. 
 
24-01647  Driving Under the Influence  
On December 27, 2024, 4:17AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Harlem Avenue and North Avenue 
observed a vehicle stopped with the driver asleep at the wheel. The driver, a 19 year old male from Bellwood, 
admitted to consuming cannabis, exhibited signs of cannabis impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Drugs. He was processed and later released on a 
Citation and Notice. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle.  
 
24-01648  Driving While License Suspended 
On December 27, 2024, 10:20AM, a River Forest unit observed a vehicle driving without registration and 
stopped it on the 200 block of Lathrop Avenue.  The driver, a 36 year old male from Chicago, was subsequently 
arrested for driving with a suspended license. The male was cited and released on a citation and notice with a 
court date at Maybrook Courthouse.   
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24-01653  Burglary  
On December 28, 2024, 12:19AM, River Forest officers were dispatched to the area of Lake Street and Thatcher 
Avenue for a call of a suspicious subject possibly committing a theft. Officers located and detained a subject, a 
28 year old male from Chicago, nearby who matched the description of the suspect.  He was found to be in 
possession of items that did not belong to him, and officers determined the items had been removed from an 
unlocked vehicle nearby. He was arrested for Burglary, processed and later released on a Citation and Notice. 
 
24-01654  Battery/Aggravated Battery to Peace Officer/Resisting a Peace Officer 
On December 28, 2024, at 4:34PM, River Forest units were dispatched to the battery that occurred at J Crew 
located at 7335 Lake Street.  Dispatch advised the offender struck a customer inside the store.  River Forest 
units conducted a thorough investigation which revealed the offender shoved an elderly customer and 
attempted to strike another customer that was protecting the elderly victim.  The offender, a 38 year old female 
Chicago resident, was arrested for battery and attempted to defeat the handcuffing process.  The handcuffs 
were applied, and the offender was placed in the rear of a squad.  The offender refused to get completely 
inside the squad and kicked the arresting officer.  The offender was then secured in the vehicle and transported 
to the station for processing.  The Cook County State’s Attorney felony review unit was contacted and 
approved charges for aggravated battery to a peace officer.  The offender was charged with battery, 
aggravated assault, resisting a peace officer, and aggravated battery to a peace officer.  The offender was given 
a felony court date and transported to the Maybrook courthouse for a detention hearing.  
 
24-01656  Retail Theft 
On December 30, 2024, at 11:15PM, River Forest units were dispatched to the Jewel located at 7525 Lake Street 
for the retail theft that just occurred.  The employee advised the offender stole merchandise valued at $11.49 
and fled the scene on foot.  A suspect matching the description was located at the Greenline station and was 
positively identified as the retail theft offender.  The offender, a 27 year old male Chicago resident, was 
arrested for retail theft and transported to the station for processing.  The offender was given a misdemeanor 
court date and released on a Citation and Notice. 
 

 Midnights 
2230-0630  

Day Watch 
0630-1430 

Third Watch 
1430-2230 

Traffic & 
Tactical Unit 

Criminal Arrests 7 4 4 0 
Warrant Arrests 3 1 5 0 
D.U.I Arrests 3 0 2 0 
Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 8 13 3 3 
Hazardous Moving Violations 95 77 51 15 
Compliance Citations 20 6 15 2 
Parking Citations 112 2 0 0 
Traffic Stop Data Sheets 101 67 54 15 
Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 0 0 1 0 
Field Interviews 0 13 5 4 
Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 505 260 216 45 
Written Reports 39 96 34 6 
Administrative Tows 11 11 3 3 
Booted vehicles 0 0 0 0 
Sick Time used (in days) 3 8 12 2 
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Detective Division 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola worked thirteen (11) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Zermeno worked eight (17) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was activated by WESTAF as a supervisor for a homicide in Cicero. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was assigned to WEDGE for two days as a supervisor. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was reassigned to work one afternoon patrol shift and one day patrol shift. 
 
Detective Zermeno was assigned to WEDGE for two days. 
 
Detective Zermeno was reassigned to patrol for one afternoon shift. 
 
During the month of November, the Detective Unit completed numerous online mandated continuous 
educational courses. 
 
During the month of December, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed seven (8) cases for potential follow-up. 
Of those cases, one (1) was cleared by an arrest, three (3) were exceptionally cleared, two (2) are still active, one 
(1) was referred to other jurisdiction, and one (1) was administratively closed.  The Unit also continued to 
investigate open cases from previous months, as well as assisted the Patrol Division in cases reported in the 
month of December.   
 

Year to Date Arrest Statistics 
 

Quantity Arrested # Felony  
Charges 

# Misdemeanor 
Charges 

# Warrants 

 49 26 21 11 
 
 

December 2024 Case Assignment Summary 
 

Group A # Cases Cleared by 
Arrest 

Adm 
Closed 

Screen 
Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Attempt Murder 2 1     1   
Theft Under $500 1     1    
Criminal Damage 1     1    

Theft from Motor Vehicle 1  1       
Group A Total 5 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 

Group B # Cases Cleared by 
Arrest 

Adm 
Closed 

Screen 
Out 

Susp Except 
Clear 

Pend Refer Unfound 

Fleeing and Eluding 2     1 1   
Assist other PD 1       1  
Group B Total 3 0 0 0 0       1 1 1 0 

TOTALS 8 1 1 0 0 3 2 1 0 
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December 2024 Juvenile Arrests 
 

 
 
 
 
 
New Investigations 
 
24-01547  Assist Other Police Department 
On November 29, 2024, at 9:37AM, River Forest Officers responded to the 1000 block of Lake St. to assist the 
Oak Park Police Department for an officer involved shooting.  Investigators responded to assist with 
interviews with involved River Forest Officers and coordinating with the Illinois State Police.  This case was 
referred to another jurisdiction.   
 
24-01556  Fleeing and Eluding 
On December 1, 2024, at 5:50AM, a River Forest Officer observed a vehicle commit multiple Illinois Vehicle 
Code Violations in the 7900 and 8000 block of Lake St.  The Officer attempted to stop the vehicle which fled 
from the Officer who did not pursue.  This case is still active. 
 
24-01564  Attempt Murder to a Police Officer 
On December 4, 2024, at 3:00AM, River Forest Officers were made aware of a vehicle that fled from Riverside 
and Forest Park Police Officers was northbound on Des Plaines.  The driver of the vehicle was seen to be in 
possession of a firearm.  River Forest Officers observed the fleeing vehicle traveling west on Brown and crash 
into a building in the 300 block of Lathrop in River Forest.  The driver, and sole occupant of the vehicle fan into 
the building, and as Officers surrounded the building, he fired two rounds in the direction of an officer who 
arrived in the alley.  The driver, a 20-year-old male from Harvey was eventually taken into custody.  The 
subject provided a recorded statement that he was the subject responsible for firing the rounds and charged 
with attempt murder of a police officer.  This case was cleared by an arrest. 
 
24-01580  Burglary/Attempt Murder 
On December 7, 2024, at 3:54AM, River Forest Officers responded to Ulta located at 7231 Lake St. and observed 
that the front glass door had been shattered.  Review of the video surveillance depicted three subjects who 
forced entry and removed approximately $20,000 worth of merchandise from inside.  While Officers were on 
scene a subject called 911 and stated that he was driving in the area of Harlem and Lake St. when he was shot 
in the shoulder from a subject in another vehicle.  Officers utilized license plate readers and Village of River 
Forest Street cameras to identify the offending vehicles which were located in Chicago.  Tose vehicles were 
recovered and investigators obtained numerous search warrants for the vehicles which provided useful 
information in identifying the offenders.  Investigators followed the GPS in one of the items that were taken 
from Ulta and four subjects who were in possession of the items were taken into custody in Chicago.  Two 
subjects had cellular telephones which search warrants were obtained for and one subject was in possession of 
a stolen firearm.  The one subject, an 18-year-old male from Chicago was in possession of a stolen firearm.  The 
18-year-old was charged by the Chicago Police Department, and this investigation is ongoing. 
 
24-01594  Theft from Motor Vehicle  

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 

Theft   3  
Total (3) 0 0 3 0 
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On December 11, 2024, at 11:27AM, a River Forest Officer responded to the 400 block of Thatcher in reference 
to a catalytic converter theft.  Investigators utilized the Village of River Forest Street cameras and license plate 
readers to identify the offending vehicle but have not been able to locate it.  This case was administratively 
cleared. 
 
24-01606  Theft Under $500 
On December 13, 2024, a resident from the 300 block of Thatcher reported he had a package stolen from the 
front of his residence on December 11, 2024, at 12:10PM according to the video surveillance from his residence.  
Investigators identified the offending vehicle using the Village of River Forest Street cameras and license plate 
readers.  On December 19, 2024, at 7:00PM, Investigators located the offending vehicle in the 4400 block of 
Cortez in Chicago and towed it with an administrative hold.  This case is exceptionally cleared. 
 
24-01628  Criminal Damage to Vehicle  
On December 20, 2024, at 8:07PM, a River Forest Officer took a report from person who reported his vehicle 
was damaged on December 19, 2024, at 3:37PM.  The victim reported he was approached by three male 
subjects in a vehicle who told him he had damage to his vehicle which they could fix.  Ultimately, the subjects 
applied some substance on his vehicle that caused damage to it and attempted to receive $150 for their work.  
Investigators identified potential offenders, but the witness was unable to identify them from a photo lineup.  
This case was exceptionally cleared. 
 
24-01633  Aggravated Fleeing and Eluding 
On December 22, 2024, at 1:04AM, a River Forest Officer observed a vehicle commit multiple Illinois Vehicle 
Code Violations beginning at Harlem and Thomas.  After the Officer attempted to stop the vehicle, the vehicle 
committed multiple additional IVC Violations and fled the area.  Investigators located the vehicle which was 
towed with an administrative hold.  This case was exceptionally cleared. 
 
Old Investigations 
 
24-01521  Fleeing and Eluding 
On November 24, 2024, at 3:59AM, a River Forest Officer observed a vehicle commit multiple Illinois Vehicle Code 
Violations in the 7700 block of Lake St.  The Officer attempted to stop the vehicle which fled.  On December 19, 2024, 
Investigators located the offending vehicle and towed it with an administrative hold.  This case was exceptionally cleared. 
Training 
 
During the month of December 2024, twenty-seven (22) officers/civilian employees attended different 
training classes for a total of eight-hundred and eleven (811) hours of training.  The Department 
members, courses, and total number of hours included in the courses are detailed below. 
 

Officer Course Start End Hours 
Barcenas PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Casarez Close Quarter Handgun Skills-1 12/4/2024 12/5/2024 16 
Casarez PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Casey PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Cassidy PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Coleman PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
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Czernik PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Dosen 40 Hour Firearms Instructor Course 12/9/2024 12/13/2024 40 
Dosen PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Fries PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Gonzalez PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Greenwood 40th Annual Labor Law Conference 12/6/2024 12/6/2024 8.5 
Humphreys PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Juarez Body Searches: From Terry Stop to Strip 

Search 
12/12/2024 12/12/2024 8 

Juarez PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Landini PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Lenz No Limit Pistol 12/10/2024 12/10/2024 8 
Lenz PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Mika PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Murillo PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Niemann 40 Hour Field Training Officer-Sokolove 12/16/2024 12/20/2024 40 
Niemann PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
O'Shea Constitutional Authority 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Trauma Informed Response to Sex 

Assault/Abuse  
12/30/2024 12/30/2024 8 

O'Shea Case Preparation and Courtroom Testimony 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Civil Rights and Civil Liabilities Refresher 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Laws of Arrest-Refresher 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1.5 
O'Shea Crisis Intervention and Disturbance Calls 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Interview and Interrogation-Refresher 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Gangs 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Elder Abuse and Neglect 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Sexual Harassment: Definitions and Prevention 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 
O'Shea Basic Spanish for Law Enforcement 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1.5 
O'Shea Emergency Medical Response 12/30/2024 12/30/2024 1 

Officer Course Start End Hours 
O'Shea 40th Annual Labor Law Conference 12/6/2024 12/6/2024 8.5 
Swierczynski 40th Annual Labor Law Conference 12/6/2024 12/6/2024 8.5 
Tagle PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Williams Basic Academy Training Program 8/26/2024 12/12/2024 632 
Williams Trauma Informed Response to Sex 

Assault/Abuse 
12/17/2024 12/17/2024 1 

Williams Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse 12/17/2024 12/17/2024 1 
Williams PLI November 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/17/2024 12/17/2024 1 
Williams PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 
Zermeno PLI December 2024 Monthly Legal Update 12/14/2024 12/31/2024 1 

Total         811 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
DATE: January 13th, 2025 
 
TO:  Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Luke Masella, Deputy Clerk/Management Analyst 

 
SUBJECT: Building Department Report – December 2024 
  
 
Permit Review Times 
These are the average times, in days, for reviews completed in the month of 
December, by reviewer: 
 
Reviewer Average Review Time 
Permit Clerk 1.64 Calendar Days 
Building and Zoning 
Inspector 

1.19 Calendar Days 

Building Official 8.23 Calendar Days 
Engineering 3.26 Calendar Days 
3rd Party Consultant 2.14 Calendar Days 

 
Inspection Requests 
These are the inspections completed in the month of December: 
 
Average Working Days from Requested Date to Inspection 0.15 
Total Count of Inspections 206 
Count of Failed Inspections 7 
Percent of Inspections Passed 97% 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
DATE:  January 13, 2025 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
FROM:  Jack Bielak, Director of Public Works & Engineering 

Seth Jansen, Management Analyst 
SUBJECT: Public Works Report – December 2024 
  
 
Executive Summary 
In the month of December, the Department of Public Works & Engineering staff transitioned from 
fall to winter operations, with an emphasis on leaf collection, street sweeping, tree trimming, and 
tree removal. The Village’s Fall Leaf Collection program officially ended Friday, December 6th. Public 
Works performed one final sweep of the Village Starting December 11th. A total of 133 tons of 
leaves were hauled away by public works. Staff responded to 1 snow and ice event on December 
19th and 20th. The snow and ice response, including pre-event bring application, lasted 
approximately 13.25 hours; 3 members of staff participated in the response; 3 dump trucks, 26.2 
tons of salt, and 990 gallons of brine were utilized in the response.  
 
A Kick-Off meeting for the Harlem Ave. Bridge Phase 1 Study was held on December 12th. A Kick-Off 
Meeting for the EV Site Planning Project was held on December 18th. Staff met to discuss and 
complete the Public Works 5-Year Capital Improvement Plans for Buildings, Streets, Water and 
Sewer, Vehicles, and Equipment.  
 
On December 10th, staff attended the PlanIt Green Annual Leaders Forum and spoke on the 
sustainability achievements of the Village and Sustainability Commission over the past year. 
Additionally, Staff continued to work on regional sustainability matters, including attending 
monthly meetings for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Environment Committee, Metropolitan 
Mayors Caucus EV Readiness Cohort, and the Cross Community Climate Collaborative. 
 
Sustainability Commission: 

• The Commission reviewed and discussed resident feedback from the recent community 
survey and recommendations from the Climate Plans, focusing on the subjects of 
transportation and Village communications.  

• The Commission discussed ways to promote bicycling as a mode of alternative 
transportation, through promotion of the Village Bicycle Plan, sharing resources for 
residents on bike maintenance, expanding bike parking facililties in the community, and 
adopting best practices for bicycle friendly communities.  

• The Commission reviewed resident survey input on Electric Vehicle adoption within the 
Village and discussed plans to expand the number of EV Charging Stations in the 
community.  
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• The Commission discussed ways to share information and resources with residents on a 
variety of topics relating to environmental sustainability.  

• The Commission also proposed finding ways to recognize households and blocks that have 
taken sustainable action and share these successes with the broader community.  

• At next month’s meeting, the Commission will review recent actions taken and discuss 
proposals relating to environmental and climate resilience. 

Public Works - Engineering 
• Conducted monthly Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) inspection. 
• Continued to coordinate Geographic Information System (GIS) improvements and updates 

through the Village’s consultant (MGP). 
• Continued administration of the Village’s utility-related subsidy programs: Lead Service Line 

Replacement, Sewer Backflow Prevention and Sewer Lateral Repair. 
• Continued engineering permit reviews. 
• Finalized Thermoplastic striping locations and completed thermoplastic striping plans. 
• Bid opening occurred for the 2025 Curb & Sidewalk Program, Street Patching Program, and 

Crack Sealing Program. Items will be prepared for board consideration at the 1/13/25 
Village Board Meeting. 

• Completed Annual MWRD inspection and report for Green Alley Maintenance. 
• Identified 2025 Permeable Pavement alley maintenance locations 
• Identified 2025 Street Patching program locations. 
• Submitted a pre application to MWRD for their Green Infrastructure Partnership Program 

for the Village Hall parking lots. 
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Public Works – Operations 
The following is a summary of work orders (streets, forestry, water, sewer, etc.) that were received 
and processed during the past month:    
  
Work Orders Total Completed w/ 7 working days 
Tree Trimming/Inspection Requests 1 0 
Street Light Repairs 2 1 
Other Requests 4 2 

 
• Took delivery of two tandem-axle chassis that were approved at the 2/13/23 board 

meeting. The bodies for the equipment are ordered.  
• The Keypads for the front and rear entrance at Village hall were replaced due to mechanical 

issues with the keypads. 
• RTU #2 malfunctioned leading to overheating in a section of the building. A technician was 

called out to repair the unit. 
• The Library reached out requesting assistance with their flag pole on Lathrop. A crew 

assisted them using the High Ranger truck. 
• Quarterly Maintenance and Inspection performed on the Village Hall emergency generator.  
• Rodded and Cleared floor drain in the Fire department washroom.  
• Staff prepared and submitted our annual application for “Tree City USA” designation. 

 
Streets and Forestry 
These are the details of the tasks performed frequently in the month of December: 
 
Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Leaf Removal (tons) 133 
Trees Trimmed 152 
Trees Removed 6 
Stumps Backfilled 11 
Streets Swept (miles) 217 
Snow and Ice Responses 2 
Street Salting (tons) 26.2 
Brine Applied (gallons) 990 
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Water and Sewer 
Monthly Pumpage: December’s average daily pumpage of 888,958 gallons is lower than 
December’s average of 943,439 in 2023.  
 
Volume of Water Pumped into the Distribution System (Million Gallons): 

In December, the Water Department completed monthly maintenance at the pump station, 
completed meter route issues, notified residents and businesses of backflow violations, and 
assisted in leaf removal and snow and ice response operations. Water Department personnel 
helped plan the capital budget for the water meter replacement project for the next 5 years and 
ordered meters for the 2024-2025 meter replacement program. Staff submitted lead and copper 
sampling site documentation to the IEPA. The IEPA changed testing requirements from 30 samples 
tested annually to 60 samples tested Bi-annually. A generator inspection was completed at the 
Pump Station on December 9th. The fire hydrant at Chicago and Monroe was repaired on December 
9th following a hit and run. On December 11th, a leak was discovered in the private water service 
line at 1410 Clinton; the new service line was installed on December 19th.  
 
These are the details of the tasks performed in the month of December: 
 
Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Meters Installed 6 
Service Calls 160 
Water Main Breaks 0 
Service Line Breaks 0 
Exercised Valves 0 
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PlanIt Green Annual Leaders Forum 

 
 
 

 
Two New Tandem-Axle Chassis 

 



MEMORANDUM 

Date:

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

January 13, 2025 

Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 

Expenditures – December 2024 

Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from December 1‐31, 2024.   The total payments made for the period,  including payrolls, are as 
follows: 

Requested Board Actions:  
1. Motion  to  Approve  the  December  2024  Accounts  Payable  and  Payroll  transactions  totaling

$1,873,811.76.

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2024

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 840,688.71$       557,124.72$   1,397,813.43$    
Water & Sewer Fund 02 262,497.32         51,136.54       313,633.86         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 75,158.78           - 75,158.78 
Debt Service 05 - - - 
Capital Equip Replacement 13 1,080.20              - 1,080.20 
Capital Improvement Fund 14 80,007.57           - 80,007.57 
TIF-Madison 31 3,275.20              - 3,275.20 
TIF-North 32 217.50 - 217.50 
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 2,625.22              - 2,625.22 

  Total Village Expenditures 1,265,550.50$    608,261.26$   1,873,811.76$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
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Village of River Forest 
 

MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT 
Fiscal Year 2025 through December 31, 2024 

 

 
 

This report includes financial information for Fiscal Year 2025 through December 31, 2024, which represents 
66.67% of the fiscal year. A revenue and expenditure report by fund and account and an investment report 
for December 2024 are attached.  

GENERAL FUND 

 
   

Revenues 
Fiscal year-to-date revenue collections are at 59.38%.  Property Tax Revenue is at 50.14%.  The 2nd installment 
tax bills for the 2023 levy were due August 1, 2024.  The 1st installment tax bills for the 2024 tax levy are due 
March 4,2025.  Sales tax and non-home rule sales tax revenues are for February through September and are  
above projections.  Inflation rates in recent months have continued to slow.  Staff continues to monitor this 
and will make adjustments as needed as economic conditions change.   

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

REVENUES
Taxes
  Property Taxes $7,627,767 $3,824,846 50.14%
  General Sales Taxes 2,348,762 1,657,007 70.55%
  Non Home Rule Sales Tax 1,052,477 744,642 70.75%
  Utility Taxes 628,267 380,922 60.63%
  Restaurant Tax 184,459 114,310 61.97%
  Telecommunications Tax 183,313 135,780 74.07%
  Real Estate Transfer Tax 138,851 86,476 62.28%
  Local Gasoline Tax 89,307 56,089 62.80%
  Cannabis State Excise Tax 18,278 12,174 66.60%
Intergovernmental Revenue
  Personal Property Replacement Tax 376,410 160,067 42.52%
  Use Tax 494,223 279,292 56.51%
  State Income Taxes 2,003,607 1,329,687 66.36%
Licenses and Permits 1,391,819 894,672 64.28%
Charges for Services
  Garbage Collections 1,243,079 825,312 66.39%
  Ambulance Fees 1,000,000 509,593 50.96%
  Other Charges for Services 348,155 253,675 72.86%
Fines 353,627 156,348 44.21%
Investment Income 376,444 317,172 84.25%
Grants and Contributions 166,931 200,028 119.83%
Miscellaneous Revenues 480,008 239,056 49.80%
  TOTAL REVENUES $20,505,784 $12,177,148 59.38%

EXPENDITURES
Administration 2,062,763$    1,475,162$     71.51%
E911 380,084 355,482 93.53%
Boards & Commissions 100,473 24,400 24.29%
Building and Development 634,814 377,005 59.39%
Legal Services 193,000 112,159 58.11%
Police Department 8,007,989 4,758,525 59.42%
Fire Department 6,333,200 3,830,312 60.48%
Public Works 3,352,236 2,229,928 66.52%
  TOTAL EXPENDITURES $21,064,559 $13,162,973 62.49%

NET CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE ($558,775) ($985,825)

2025

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance
Fiscal Year 2025 through December 31, 2024
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Use tax is below projections and is also for February through September.   Real Estate Transfer Tax revenues 
are based on the timing of real estate sales and the housing market.   Utility tax payments are typically elevated 
during the warmer summer (electric) and cooler winter (gas) months and vary based on weather conditions.  
The Cannabis State Excise taxes are as expected.  These revenues are to be used for public safety initiatives.   
 
Income tax receipts continue to be steady and in line with projections.  This has been fueled by the rebounding 
labor market and extraordinary corporate income tax collections.  The payment received in December is for 
November 2024 collections.  We continue to see higher revenue collections each month.  The FY 2025 State 
budget has no changes to the LGDF local share of 6.47%.  The state FY 2025 budget does include the 
elimination of the 1% grocery tax effective January 1, 2026.  This will affect future budget years. The local 
gasoline tax is slightly below what has been projected. License and permit revenue includes spring building 
permit activity.  Vehicle licenses renewals were mailed out in late May and were due July 14.  Reminder letters 
were sent out in August to any residents with vehicles registered to the Village who have still not purchased 
the FY 2025 sticker.  Revenue from Ambulance billings is included in charges for services and remains steady 
due to the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation (GEMT) reimbursement program that the Village now 
participates in.   
 
Expenditures 
Expenditures are at 62.49% of the budgeted amount. Salaries and benefits, except for overtime, include 
payment for services rendered through the end of the month.  All expenditures except for Administration and 
E911 are closely in line with projections or below projections because there is about a month’s lag between 
the time that goods are received or services are performed, and when the vendor payment is made for the 
goods or services.  Administration expenses include expenses for information technology and E911 
expenditures include payments to West Suburban Consolidated Dispatch Center for the Village’s contributions 
through March 2025.  Payments made after April 30th for goods received and services performed prior to May 
1st were posted to the prior fiscal year.   
 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 

 

Percent
Budget Actual Rec/Exp

Operating Revenues

Permit Fees 32,210$           17,250$           53.55%
Water Sales 3,465,601 2,655,239 76.62%
Sewer Sales 2,181,390 1,600,608 73.38%
Water Penalties 33,000 23,995 72.71%
Miscellaneous 121,179 125,809 103.82%
Grants 750,000 0 0.00%

Total Operating Revenues 6,583,380$      4,422,901$      67.18%

Operating Expenses
Salaries and Benefits 1,288,401$      859,288$         66.69%
Contractual Services 618,463 407,176 65.84%
Water From Chicago 1,868,410 1,224,711 65.55%
Materials and Supplies 57,969 52,526 90.61%
Depreciation/Debt Service 1,410,495 1,019,735 72.30%
Transfer to CERF 102,713 68,332 66.53%

Operating Expenses including Depreciation 5,346,451$      3,631,768$      67.93%
Operating Revenues over Operating Exp 1,236,929$      791,133$         
Capital Improvements (3,087,000)$     (357,049)$        11.57%
Total Revenues over Expenses (1,850,071)$     434,084$         

Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Net Position
Fiscal Year 2025 through December 31, 2024

2025
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Water and Sewer revenues are above projections.  This is due to water consumption and weather conditions.  
Overall expenses are above projections due in part to the debt service payments and offset by the delay in 
receiving and paying invoices for commodities and contractual services.  There is a one-month lag in payments 
to the City of Chicago for FY 2025 water usage. Debt Service expenses include the May and November 
payments on all debt service.    
 
 

REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES VS. BUDGET – OTHER FUNDS 
 

  
 

CASH AND INVESTMENTS 
 

  

 
 

 
DECEMBER 2024 FINANCE ACTIVITIES 

 
1. Staff began preparing documents for the FY 2026 Budget. 
2. Departments began preparing for the upcoming CIP plan presentation. 
3. The 2024 Property Tax Levy was filed with the county. 
4. The Village Administrator, Finance Director and Assistant Finance Director met with 

representitives from Byline Bank to review and confirm that all fraud protection services are in 
place.      

 

Revenues
Fund 2025 2025 % 2025 2025 %

# Fund Budget YTD Actual Rec Budget YTD Actual Exp
03 Motor Fuel Tax 561,726$    386,218$    68.76% 1,251,657$ 1,114,840$ 89.07%$
05 Debt Service Fund 607,117$    458,916$    75.59% 611,312$    609,503$    99.70%
13 Cap Equipmnt Replcmnt 1,088,584$ 764,685$    70.25% 1,818,590$ 971,999$    53.45%
14 Capital Improvement 1,614,792$ 742,153$    45.96% 1,784,832$ 799,050$    44.77%
31 TIF-Madison 668,524$    800,262$    119.71% 246,070$    32,156$      13.07%
32 TIF-North 226,402$    632,266$    279.27% 188,433$    47,444$      25.18%

35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 2,800$        20,157$      719.89% 300,000$    213,871$    71.29%

Expenditures

Cash and IMET
Fund Money Convenience

# Fund Markets Fund Investments Total

1 General 3,193,404$       60,857$      4,487,566$     7,741,827$       
3 Motor Fuel Tax 483,158$          -$              232,750$        715,908$          
5 Debt Service Fund 124,426$          -$              -$                 124,426$          
13 Capital Equip Replacemen 1,276,373$       265,391$     3,768,444$     5,310,208$       
14 Capital Improvement 80,827$            -$              735,380$        816,207$          
31 TIF-Madison Street 2,407,475$       -$              -$                 2,407,475$       
32 TIF- North Avenue 1,286,922$       -$              -$                 1,286,922$       
35 Infrastructure Imp Bond 444,543$          -$              -$                 444,543$          
2 Water & Sewer 2,728,008$       198,217$     734,708$        3,660,933$       

Total 12,025,136$  524,465$ 9,958,848$ 22,508,449$  



















































                              Through 12/31/2024

                              Fiscal Year 2025
 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2023-06 Vibrant Credit Union 05.723% 7/19/2023 1/9/2025 $231,350.00 $249,868.81 $231,350.0001

2021-09 FHLB 00.750% 3/20/2021 4/22/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $247,245.0001

2024-04 Bank of America 04.855% 2/29/2024 8/29/2025 $243,000.00 $243,502.59 $244,235.1601

2024-14 Third Coast Bank 04.224% 9/27/2024 9/26/2025 $239,800.00 $239,800.00 $239,800.0001

2024-21 First Guaranty Bank 04.143% 10/21/2024 10/21/2025 $240,000.00 $240,000.00 $240,000.0001

2021-14 FHLB 01.040% 10/28/2021 10/28/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $243,415.0001

2024-15 First Internet Bank  of Indiana 04.107% 9/27/2024 12/19/2025 $237,900.00 $237,900.00 $237,900.0001

2024-03 American National Bank 04.900% 2/28/2024 2/27/2026 $248,000.00 $248,000.00 $248,163.6801

2024-31 Live Oak Banking 04.100% 12/31/2024 4/6/2026 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,057.2701

2021-11 US Treasury 00.770% 4/29/2021 4/30/2026 $500,000.00 $499,511.72 $477,558.6001

2024-30 John Marshall Bank 04.100% 12/27/2024 1/27/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $249,405.8701

2024-02 JP Morgan Chase 04.400% 1/31/2024 1/29/2027 $244,000.00 $244,000.00 $244,021.9601

2024-20 One Community Bank 03.800% 10/17/2024 5/17/2027 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,799.8201

2024-11 FHLB 05.300% 7/26/2024 7/22/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $249,907.5001

2024-16 FFCB 03.670% 10/7/2024 10/7/2027 $350,000.00 $350,000.00 $343,045.5001

2024-09 FHLB 05.000% 4/8/2024 10/8/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $250,317.5001

2024-25 Morgan Stanley Private Bank 03.900% 10/30/2024 11/1/2027 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $244,343.4001

$4,487,566.26

2024-22 Gbank 04.174% 10/21/2024 10/21/2025 $239,900.00 $239,900.00 $239,900.0002
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                              Through 12/31/2024

                              Fiscal Year 2025
 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2024-23 Evergreen Bank Group 03.900% 10/25/2024 1/23/2026 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $248,449.7102

2024-17 Texas Exchange 03.700% 10/11/2024 10/11/2028 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $246,358.1102

$734,707.82

2024-06 EagleBank 04.924% 3/11/2024 9/4/2025 $232,750.00 $232,750.00 $232,750.0003

$232,750.00

2022-04 FHLB 01.350% 2/11/2022 2/11/2025 $300,000.00 $300,000.00 $298,992.0013

2023-11 Western Alliance Bank 05.400% 10/16/2023 4/16/2025 $243,000.00 $243,000.00 $243,699.8413

2023-17 ServisFirst Bank 05.447% 12/18/2023 6/10/2025 $231,250.00 $231,250.00 $231,250.0013

2021-15 FHLB 01.040% 10/28/2021 10/28/2025 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $243,415.0013

2023-16 Cornerstone Bank 05.112% 12/15/2023 12/16/2025 $226,200.00 $226,200.00 $226,200.0013

2024-01 Schertz Bank & Trust 04.644% 1/22/2024 1/21/2026 $226,500.00 $226,500.00 $226,500.0013

2021-07 FHLB 00.750% 2/18/2021 3/16/2026 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 $95,857.0013

2024-29 Optum Bank 04.200% 12/11/2024 6/11/2026 $244,000.00 $244,000.00 $244,375.7613

2024-24 ESSA Bank 03.850% 10/29/2024 7/29/2026 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $244,213.5513

2024-18 First Keystone 03.700% 10/8/2024 10/8/2026 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $247,540.8613

2024-26 BMW Bank 04.050% 11/15/2024 11/16/2026 $245,000.00 $245,000.00 $245,171.5013

2024-28 Bank Hapoalim BM 04.250% 11/25/2024 11/25/2026 $230,300.00 $230,300.00 $230,300.0013

2024-27 Morgan Stanley 04.150% 11/27/2024 11/27/2026 $244,000.00 $244,000.00 $244,529.4813

2024-10 FHLB 05.500% 4/30/2024 4/30/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $250,542.5013
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                              Through 12/31/2024

                              Fiscal Year 2025
 Village of River Forest Investments

Market ValuePar ValueCostMaturity DatePurchase DateInterest RateBankIDFun

2024-08 FHLB 05.000% 4/8/2024 10/8/2027 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $250,317.5013

2024-19 Merrick Bank 03.550% 10/10/2024 4/10/2028 $249,000.00 $249,000.00 $245,538.9013

$3,768,443.89

2022-09 Discover Bank Greenwood 02.800% 4/27/2022 4/28/2025 $246,000.00 $246,000.00 $244,833.9614

2024-12 FHLB 04.500% 8/28/2024 8/20/2026 $250,000.00 $250,000.00 $249,495.0014

2024-13 First St Bank DeQueen 04.200% 9/30/2024 9/30/2026 $242,000.00 $242,000.00 $241,051.3614

$735,380.32

$9,958,848.29
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MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: January 13, 2025 

 

TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

 

FROM: Bill Koclanis, Civil Engineering Technician 

 

SUBJECT: Award of Contract - 2025 Street Patching Program 

  
 

Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for the 2025 Street Patching Program.  
 

Analysis: The Draft FY26 budget includes $100,000 for this project, of which $90,000 is budgeted 

in the Motor Fuel Tax Fund for patching deteriorated sections of streets and $10,000 is budgeted in 

the Water and Sewer Fund for patching pavement associated with water and sewer repairs. Patches 

are a common method of treating an area of localized distress. Patches can be either full-depth where 

they extend from the pavement surface to the subgrade or partial where they do not extend through 

the full depth of existing pavement. 

 

A Notice to Contractors and Call for bids was posted to the Village Website and sent to the 

Wednesday Journal on November 22, 2024. On December 12, 2024, Public Works received and 

opened five (5) competitive bids. As the attached bid tabulation indicates, Schroeder Asphalt 

Services was the lowest bidder with a bid amount of $98,260.15. Schroeder Asphalt Services most 

recently completed the 2017, 2021, 2023, and 2024 Street Patching Program and performed well. 

Staff has found that by posting bids early in the year contractors submit more competitive pricing. 

 

Village Staff intends to increase the project scope in a manner that fully utilizes but does not exceed 

the available FY26 budget. 

 

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of this contract with the following motion: Motion 

to award the contract to Schroeder Asphalt Services, in the amount of $98,260.15 for the 2025 Street 

Patching Program and authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. 

 

Attachments: Bid Tabulation 



Village of River Forest
2025 Street Patching
Bid Tabulation Thursday, December 12, 2024 McGill Construction LLC

21227 So 80th Ave.
Frankfort, IL 60423

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 Class D Patches, Type III, 2" S.Y. 250 $23.00 $5,750.00 $30.50 $7,625.00 $30.00 $7,500.00 $27.00 $6,750.00 $70.00 $17,500.00
2 Class D Patches, Type IV, 2" S.Y. 3,500 $23.00 $80,500.00 $25.00 $87,500.00 $29.25 $102,375.00 $41.45 $145,075.00 $53.50 $187,250.00
3 Class D Patches, Type III, 4" S.Y. 250 $48.00 $12,000.00 $58.00 $14,500.00 $60.00 $15,000.00 $54.00 $13,500.00 $100.00 $25,000.00
4 Bituminous Materials (Prime Coat) Gal 1,015 $0.01 $10.15 $1.00 $1,015.00 $0.01 $10.15 $0.01 $10.15 $0.01 $10.15

As Calculated $98,260.15 $110,640.00 $124,885.15 $165,335.15 $229,760.15
As Read $98,260.15 $110,640.00 $124,885.15 $165,335.15 $229,760.15

Schroeder Asphalt Services Alamp Concrete 

Huntley, IL 60142 Schaumburg, IL 60193
PO Box 831 1900 Wright Blvd

Chicagoland Paving 

Lake Zurich, IL 60047 Hillside, IL 60162

Builders Paving, LLC
225 Telser Road 4401 Roosevelt Road



MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: January 13, 2025 

 

TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

 

FROM: Bill Koclanis, Civil Engineering Technician 

 

SUBJECT: Award of Contract – 2025 Curb and Sidewalk Replacement Program  

  
 

Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for the 2025 Curb and Sidewalk Replacement 

Program.  

 

Analysis: The Draft FY26 budget includes $250,000 for this project. Of the total budget, $105,000 is 

budgeted within the General Fund and $135,000 in the bond fund for replacing public sidewalk and 

driveway aprons. There is also $10,000 budgeted in the Water and Sewer Fund for replacing curb 

and gutter. The Sidewalk Replacement Program's objective is to increase the safety and 

serviceability of public sidewalks by replacing portions of deteriorated public sidewalks throughout 

the Village. This program will improve Village infrastructure, meet resident demand for the 

program, and reduce the potential liability to the Village caused by deteriorated and hazardous 

sidewalks. 

 

A Notice to Contractors and Call for bids was posted to the Village Website and sent to the 

Wednesday Journal on November 22, 2024. Staff received and opened eight (8) competitive bids on 

December 11, 2024. As the attached bid tabulation indicates, Schroeder& Schroeder, Inc. of Skokie, 

Illinois was the lowest bidder with a bid amount of $198,925.00. Schroeder & Schroeder most 

recently worked for the Village on the 2015 Curb and Sidewalk Replacement Project and performed 

well. As such, Staff recommends the award of the contract for the 2025 Curb and Sidewalk 

Replacement Program to Schroeder & Schroeder Inc. Staff has found that by posting bids early in 

the year contractors submit more competitive pricing. 

 

Village Staff intends to increase the project scope in a manner that fully utilizes but does not exceed 

the available FY26 budget. 

 

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of this contract with the following motion: Motion 

to award a contract to Schroeder & Schroeder, Inc.  in the amount of $198,925.00 for the 2025 Curb 

and Sidewalk Replacement Program and authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract 

agreement.  

 

Attachments: Bid Tabulation 



Village of River Forest
2025 Curb and Sidewalk Replacement
Bid Tabulation
12/11/2024

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 PCC Sidewalk Removal S.F. 18,500 $1.00 $18,500.00 $5.00 $92,500.00 $2.80 $51,800.00 $2.00 $37,000.00 $2.10 $38,850.00
2 PCC Sidewalk, 5" S.F. 18,500 $9.00 $166,500.00 $7.50 $138,750.00 $11.00 $203,500.00 $12.50 $231,250.00 $12.40 $229,400.00
3 Detectable Warning S.F. 40 $45.00 $1,800.00 $20.00 $800.00 $35.00 $1,400.00 $35.00 $1,400.00 $80.00 $3,200.00
4 Combination Curb and Gutter Removal L.F. 125 $10.00 $1,250.00 $15.00 $1,875.00 $10.00 $1,250.00 $20.00 $2,500.00 $10.00 $1,250.00
5 Combination Curb and Gutter, Type B6.12 L.F. 125 $45.00 $5,625.00 $29.00 $3,625.00 $35.85 $4,481.25 $45.00 $5,625.00 $56.00 $7,000.00
6 Driveway Pavement Removal S.Y. 50 $15.00 $750.00 $9.00 $450.00 $20.00 $1,000.00 $35.00 $1,750.00 $23.00 $1,150.00
7 PCC Driveway Pavement, 6" S.Y. 50 $90.00 $4,500.00 $99.00 $4,950.00 $99.00 $4,950.00 $110.00 $5,500.00 $140.00 $7,000.00

As Calculated $198,925.00 $242,950.00 $268,381.25 $285,025.00 $287,850.00
As Read $198,925.00 $242,950.00 $268,381.25 $285,025.00 $287,850.00

 = denotes corrected calculation

(continued)

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 PCC Sidewalk Removal S.F. 18,500 $2.95 $54,575.00 $3.75 $69,375.00 $2.00 $37,000.00
2 PCC Sidewalk, 5" S.F. 18,500 $11.95 $221,075.00 $13.00 $240,500.00 $20.85 $385,725.00
3 Detectable Warnings S.F. 40 $36.50 $1,460.00 $45.00 $1,800.00 $40.00 $1,600.00
4 Combination Curb and Gutter Removal L.F. 125 $15.00 $1,875.00 $10.00 $1,250.00 $15.00 $1,875.00
5 Combination Curb and Gutter, Type B6.12 L.F. 125 $40.00 $5,000.00 $50.00 $6,250.00 $145.80 $18,225.00
6 Driveway Pavement Removal S.Y. 50 $20.00 $1,000.00 $35.00 $1,750.00 $20.00 $1,000.00
7 PCC Driveway Pavement, 6" S.Y. 50 $96.50 $4,825.00 $125.00 $6,250.00 $223.20 $11,160.00

As Calculated $289,810.00 $327,175.00 $456,585.00
As Read $299,800.00 $327,175.00 $456,585.00

Everlast Blacktop
7N540 IL Rt. 25
Elgin, IL 60120

Alliance Contractors, Inc.

Addison, IL 60101
11244 W. Manhattan-Monee Rd

J Narduli Concrete, Inc.
3517 South 60th Court
Cicero, IL 60804

Strada Construction Co.Schroeder & Schroeder, Inc.

Nardulli Construction Company

Davis Concrete Construction
1742 W. Armitage Ct.7306 Central Park

McGill Construction LLC

Frankfort, IL 60423

Skokie, IL 60076

Chicago, IL 60634

Monee, IL 60449

3735 N Pontiac Ave21227 S. 80th Ave
Woodstock, IL 60098
1166 Lake Avenue



MEMORANDUM 
 

 

DATE: January 13, 2025 

 

TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

 

FROM: Bill Koclanis, Civil Engineering Technician 

 

SUBJECT: Award of Contract - 2025 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing Project  

     
 

Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for the 2025 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing 

Program.   

 

Analysis: The Draft FY26 budget includes $50,000 for this project which is budgeted in the Motor 

Fuel Tax (MFT) Fund. “Crack sealing for HMA pavement" refers to the process of filling cracks in a 

Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) pavement with a specialized sealant to prevent water from entering the 

cracks, which can lead to further deterioration and potential potholes, essentially extending the life 

of the pavement by addressing active cracks that open and close with temperature changes; it's 

considered a preventative maintenance practice and typically involves cleaning the cracks 

thoroughly before applying the sealant with a dedicated applicator. 

 

A Notice to Contractors and Call for bids was posted to the Village Website and sent to the 

Wednesday Journal on November 22, 2024. Staff received and opened two (2) competitive bids on 

December 13, 2024. As the attached bid tabulation indicates, Denler, Inc. of Joliet, IL was the lowest 

bidder with a bid amount of $48,150.00. Staff has found that by posting bids early in the year 

contractors submit more competitive pricing. 

 

Staff intends to increase the project scope to fully utilize, but not exceed the available project budget. 

 

Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of this contract with the following motion: Motion 

to award a contract to Denler, Inc. in the amount of $48,150.00 for the 2025 Asphalt Pavement 

Crack Sealing Project and authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. 

 

Attachments: Bid Tabulation 



Village of River Forest
2025 Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing
Bid Tabulation Friday, December 13, 2024

Item # Item Unit Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total
1 Fiber-Modified Asphalt Crack Sealing Pound 32,500 $1.48 $48,100.00 $1.575 $51,187.50
2 Fine Aggregate (FA-6) Ton 5 $10.00 $50.00 $14.00 $70.00

As Calculated $48,150.00 $51,257.50
As Read $48,150.00 $51,257.50

Denler, Inc. SKC Construction, Inc.
20502 S. Cherry Hill Rd PO Box 503
Joliet, IL 60433 West Dundee, IL 60118



Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: January 13, 2025 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees  
  
From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator   
 
Subj: Request for Zoning Variations – 506 Edgewood Place 
 
 
Issue: Cory Croft, owner of the property at 506 Edgewood Place, has submitted the attached 
application for a variation to the lot coverage requirement. Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Code 
requires that no more than 30% of the lot may be covered by the buildings. The applicant 
proposes to construct a pergola, which would increase the lot coverage to 33.48%.  
 
Analysis: On October 17, 2024, the Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing and 
considered the application. The Zoning Board of Appeals voted 4-0 in favor of the lot coverage 
requirement variation. On November 14, 2024, the Zoning Board of Appeals approved the 
findings of fact and recommendation, with a vote of 2-0.  
 
Village Variation History: 
Below, please find a summary of staff’s review of available records regarding similar zoning 
variation requests that have been acted upon by the Village Board since 2008.  Please note that 
each application and recommendation is considered based on its own facts and that approval 
of a particular zoning variation does not set a precedent for other variations. 
 
 

Address Hearing 
Date 

Description of Variation Request ZBA Rec. VBOT 
Action 

Ord. # 

7618 Vine 7/11/24 Increase lot coverage to 43.9% Approved Approved 3941 
7611Washington 7/11/24 Increase lot coverage to 32.07% Approved Approved 3942 
7960 Chicago 5/11/23 Increase lot coverage to 32.68% Approved Approved 3899 
7820 Augusta 9/10/20 Increase lot coverage to 36.39% Denied Denied N/A 
1427 Jackson 2/14/19 Increase lot coverage to 31.96% Denied Approved 3736 

 
 
 



Requested Action:   
If the Village Board of Trustees wishes to approve the requested variation, the following 
motion would be appropriate:  

• Motion to approve an Ordinance granting the requested variation to Section 10-9-5 
of the Zoning Code at 506 Edgewood Place. 

 
Document(s) Attached: 
• Ordinance  
• Findings of Fact 
• Minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing 
• Application 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A LOT COVERAGE VARIATION TO 
ALLOW CONSTRUCTION OF AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE AT

506 EDGEWOOD PLACE

WHEREAS, petitioner Cory Croft (“Petitioner”), owner of the property located at 
506 Edgewood Place in the Village of River Forest (“Property”), requested a variation 
from the Village of River Forest’s lot coverage requirement allowance in Section 10-9-5 
of the Village of River Forest Zoning Ordinance (“Zoning Ordinance”), to allow the 
construction of a pergola with a maximum lot coverage of 33.48%, where the maximum 
allowed lot coverage is 30% (“Variation”). The Property is located in the R-2 Single-Family 
(Detached) Residential Zoning District (“R-2 Zoning District”); and

WHEREAS, the Property is legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto and 
made a part hereof; and

WHEREAS, the Application was referred to the Village of River Forest Zoning 
Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) and was processed in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance; 
and

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2024, the ZBA held a public hearing on the Application 
pursuant to notice thereof given in the manner required by law, and, after considering all 
of the testimony and evidence presented at the public hearing, the ZBA recommended 
approval of the Variation, by a vote of four (4) to zero (0), all as set forth in the Findings 
and Recommendation of the ZBA in this matter (“Findings and Recommendation”), a copy 
of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B and made a part hereof; and

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest 
have duly considered the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA, and all of the 
materials, facts and circumstances affecting the Application, and find that the Application 
satisfies the standards set forth in the Zoning Ordinance relating to the Variation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees 
of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows: 

SECTION 1: That the recitals above are incorporated into Section 1 as though set 
forth herein.

SECTION 2: That the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, acting 
pursuant to the authority vested in them by the laws of the State of Illinois and the Zoning 
Ordinance: (i) find that the Application meets the standards for the Variation requested 
therein, and (ii) approve the Variation with respect to pergola lot coverage proposed to be 
installed on the Property as set forth in the Application. The Variation is approved only to 
the extent needed for the construction of the pergola, and the Variation shall remain in 
effect only for so long as the pergola in the Application remains on the Property.
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SECTION 3:  That Village staff is directed to record the Ordinance on title to the 
Property with the Cook County Recorder of Deeds.

SECTION 4:  That any violation of any term or condition stated in this Ordinance 
or of any applicable code, ordinance, or regulation of the Village shall be grounds for the 
rescission of the approvals made in this Ordinance, in addition to all other remedies 
available to the Village.

SECTION 5: That if any Section, paragraph or provision of this Ordinance shall be 
held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of 
such Section, paragraph or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6: That all ordinances, resolutions, motions or parts thereof in conflict 
with this Ordinance shall be and the same are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7: That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its approval 
and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law.

[THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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ADOPTED this 13th day of January 2025, pursuant to a roll call vote of the Board 
of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, per Section 10-5-4(E)(3) of the Zoning 
Ordinance.

AYES: ______________________________________________

NAYS:  _______________________________________________

ABSENT:  _______________________________________________

APPROVED by me this 13th day of January 2025.

__________________________________
    Catherine Adduci, Village President

ATTEST:

__________________________________
      Jon Keller, Village Clerk

The Petitioners acknowledge the reasonableness of the above and foregoing terms and 
conditions in the Ordinance, and hereby accepts the same.

By: ______________________________ By: _______________________
      Titleholder of Record of the Property       Titleholder of Record of the Property

Date: _____________________ Date: _____________________
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EXHIBIT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

THE NORTH 50 FEET OF THE SOUTH 98 FEET OF LOT 10 IN WALLER AND 
HUMPHREY’S RESUBDIVISION OF RATTLE AND WALLER’S SUBDIVISION OF 
PART OF LOTS 2 AND 3 IN THATCHER PARK SUBDIVISION AND LOT 3 IN 
SUBDIVISION BY ZENOT COBB AND DAVID C. THATCHER IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 11, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 12 EAST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
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EXHIBIT B

FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATION

(attached)





































Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: January 13,2025 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees  
  
From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator   
 
Subj: Request for Zoning Variations – 633 Ashland Avenue 
 

 
Issue: Steven Hoover, owner of the property at 633 Ashland Avenue, have submitted the 
attached application for two variations, to the lot coverage and setback requirements. Section 
10-9-5 of the Zoning Code requires that no more than 40% of the lot may be covered by the 
buildings. The applicant proposes to construct an addition onto the existing house, which would 
increase the Floor Area Ratio to 45.72%. In addition, the applicant requested a variation to the 
setback regulations (Section 10-9-7), decreasing the depth of the front yard by 2’-0”, from the 
required 13’-2” to 11’-2”.  
 
Analysis: On October 17, 2024, as well as November 14, 2024, the Zoning Board of Appeals 
held a public hearing and considered the application. The Zoning Board of Appeals voted 4-0 in 
favor of the proposed floor area variation. Also on November 14, the Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved the findings of fact and recommendation, with a vote of 4-0.  
 
Village Variation History: 
Below, please find a summary of staff’s review of available records regarding similar zoning 
variation requests that have been acted upon by the Village Board since 2008.  Please note that 
each application and recommendation is considered based on its own facts and that approval 
of a particular zoning variation does not set a precedent for other variations. 
 
 

Address Hearing 
Date 

Description of Variation Request ZBA Rec. VBOT 
Action 

Ord. # 

7618 Vine 7/11/24 Increase lot coverage to 43.9% Approved Approved 3941 
7611 Washington 7/11/24 Increase lot coverage to 32.07% Approved Approved 3942 
7960 Chicago 5/11/23 Increase lot coverage to 32.68% Approved Approved 3899 
7820 Augusta 9/10/20 Increase lot coverage to 36.39% Denied Denied N/A 
1427 Jackson 2/14/19 Increase lot coverage to 31.96% Denied Approved 3736 



Requested Action:   
If the Village Board of Trustees wishes to approve the requested variations, the following 
motion would be appropriate:  

• Motion to approve an Ordinance granting the requested variations to Sections 10-9-
5 and 10-9-7 of the Zoning Code at 633 Ashland Avenue. 

 
Document(s) Attached: 
• Ordinance  
• Findings of Fact 
• Minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing 
• Application 
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ORDINANCE NO. ______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A LOT COVERAGE VARIATION REGARDING 
A MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA RATIO VARIATION AND A SETBACK VARIATION 

RELATED TO A PROPOSED ADDITION AT 633 ASHLAND AVENUE 
 

 WHEREAS, petitioners Steven Hoover (“Petitioner”), owner of the property 
located at 633 Ashland Avenue in the Village of River Forest (“Property”), requested a 
variation from the Village of River Forest’s maximum Floor Area ratio in Section 10-9-5 
of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow for an increase of the maximum Floor Area ratio to 
forty-five and seventy-two hundredths percent (45.72%), where the maximum allowed 
Floor Area ratio is forty percent (40%), and a variation from the Village of River Forest’s 
minimum setback requirement in Section 10-9-7 of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow for a 
setback of the roof eave fascia of eleven feet two inches (11’ 2”), where the minimum 
required setback is thirteen feet (13’) (together, the “Variations”). The Property is 
located in the R-2 Single-Family (Detached) Residential Zoning District (“R-2 Zoning 
District”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Property is legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto and 
made a part hereof; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Application was referred to the Village of River Forest Zoning 
Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) and was processed in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 17, 2024, as well as November 14, 2024, the ZBA held a 
public hearing on the Application pursuant to notice thereof given in the manner 
required by law, and, after considering all of the testimony and evidence presented at 
the public hearing, the ZBA recommended approval of the Variations, by a vote of four 
(4) to zero (0), all as set forth in the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA in this 
matter (“Findings and Recommendation”), a copy of which is attached hereto as 
Exhibit B and made a part hereof; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest 
have duly considered the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA, and all of the 
materials, facts and circumstances affecting the Application, and find that the 
Application satisfies the standards set forth in the Zoning Ordinance relating to the 
Variations; 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees 
of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:  

 
 SECTION 1: That the recitals above are incorporated into Section 1 as though 
set forth herein. 
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 SECTION 2: That the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, acting 
pursuant to the authority vested in them by the laws of the State of Illinois and the 
Zoning Ordinance: (i) find that the Application meets the standards for the Variations 
requested therein, and (ii) approve the Variations with respect to the addition proposed 
to be installed on the Property as set forth in the Application. The Variations are 
approved only to the extent needed for the construction of the addition, and the 
Variations shall remain in effect only for so long as the addition in the Application 
remains on the Property. 
 

SECTION 3:  That Village staff is directed to record the Ordinance on title to the 
Property with the Cook County Recorder of Deeds. 
 
 SECTION 4:  That any violation of any term or condition stated in this Ordinance 
or of any applicable code, ordinance, or regulation of the Village shall be grounds for the 
rescission of the approvals made in this Ordinance, in addition to all other remedies 
available to the Village. 
 
 SECTION 5: That if any Section, paragraph or provision of this Ordinance shall 
be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of 
such Section, paragraph or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of 
this Ordinance.  
 
 SECTION 6: That all ordinances, resolutions, motions or parts thereof in conflict 
with this Ordinance shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 7: That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its approval 
and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
 

[THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]  
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 ADOPTED this 13th day of January 2025, pursuant to a roll call vote of the 
Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, per Section 10-5-4(E)(3) of the 
Zoning Ordinance. 

 
AYES:  ______________________________________________ 
 

 NAYS:   _______________________________________________ 
 
 ABSENT:   _______________________________________________ 
  
 APPROVED by me this 13th day of January 2025. 

  
      
 __________________________________ 

    Catherine Adduci, Village President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
      Jon Keller, Village Clerk 
 
The Petitioners acknowledge the reasonableness of the above and foregoing terms and 
conditions in the Ordinance, and hereby accepts the same. 

By: ______________________________ By: _______________________ 
      Titleholder of Record of the Property        Titleholder of Record of the Property 

 
Date: _____________________   Date: _____________________ 
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EXHIBIT A 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
 

LOT 44 IN BLOCK 2 IN RIVER FOREST, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF PART OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 39 

NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, AS SURVEYED FOR THE SUBURBAN HOME 

MUTUAL LAND ASSOCIATION ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED JUNE 23, 1890 AS 

DOCUMENT 1291334, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATION 
 

(attached) 
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2024327_1 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 

A SETBACK VARIATION AND A MAXIMUM FLOOR AREA RATIO 
VARIATION RELATED TO A PROPOSED ADDITION AT 633 ASHLAND AVENUE 

 
 WHEREAS, petitioners Steven and Camille Hoover (“Petitioners”), owners of the property 
located at 633 Ashland Avenue in the Village of River Forest (“Property”), requested a variation 
from the Village of River Forest’s maximum Floor Area ratio in Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, to allow for an increase of the maximum Floor Area ratio to forty-five and seventy-
two hundredths percent (45.72%), where the maximum allowed Floor Area ratio is forty percent 
(40%), and a variation from the Village of River Forest’s minimum setback requirement in Section 
10-9-7 of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow for a setback of the roof eave fascia of eleven feet two 
inches (11’ 2”), where the minimum required setback is thirteen feet (13’) (together, the 
“Variations”). The Property is located in the R-2 Single-Family (Detached) Residential Zoning 
District (“R-2 Zoning District”); and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals (“Board”) held a public 
hearing on the question of whether the requested Variations should be granted on October 17, 
2024, and the hearing was held in accordance with Section 10-5-4(E) of the Zoning Ordinance. 
At the public hearing, all persons present and wishing to speak were given an opportunity to be 
heard and all evidence that was tendered was received and considered by the Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, public notice in the form required by law was given of the public hearing by 
publication not more than thirty (30) days nor less than fifteen (15) days prior to the October 17, 
2024 and November 14, 2024 public hearing dates in the Wednesday Journal, a newspaper of 
general circulation in the Village, there being no newspaper published in the Village. In addition, 
notice was mailed to surrounding property owners; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the public hearing on October 17, 2024, the Petitioners, through testimony, 
provided information regarding the requested Variations, testifying, among other things, that they 
desired the addition to improve the livability of the home while being constrained by a corner lot 
with substandard lot size; and 
 
 WHEREAS, four (4) members of the Board were present for the public hearing, which 
constituted a quorum of the entire Board that is required to convene a meeting of the Board, and 
allow for the public hearing to proceed; and 
 

WHEREAS, after the close of public comment, the Board discussed and deliberated the 
application for these Variations, and continued the matter for further hearing on November 14, 
2024; and 
 

WHEREAS, following discussion, and after further hearing and deliberation on November 
14, 2024, having given the public a chance to provide input at the continued Public Hearing, the 
Board, having considered the criteria set forth in Section 10-5-4 of the Zoning Ordinance, voted 
on November 14, 2024 four (4) to zero (0), with one abstention on a motion to recommend 
approval of the Variations; and 
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WHEREAS, having received a majority vote of the Board members present, the motion 

passed and the recommendation of the Board is to grant the variations as presented pursuant 
to Section 10-5-4(E)(3) of the Zoning Ordinance; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board makes the following findings of fact and 
recommendations pursuant to Section 10-5-4(E)(2) of the Zoning Ordinance: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
1. The physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the Property 
constitute a specific hardship upon the owner as distinguished from an inconvenience if 
the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out. The Board found that this standard 
has been met. The Property contains a smaller home in the R-2 Zoning District, and the 
undersized lot and the consideration that it is a corner lot with a secondary front yard, prevents 
space for enjoyment of the home within the borders of the Property, without the construction of 
an addition to the home. 
 
2. The aforesaid unique physical condition did not result from any action of any 
person having an interest in the property, but was created by natural forces or was the 
result of governmental action, other than the adoption of the Village’s Zoning 
Regulations, for which no compensation was paid. The Board found that this standard has 
been met. The Petitioners purchased the home in its current state. The lot is a corner lot, 
resulting in a limited livable space within the lot configuration.   
 
3. The conditions of the Property upon which the petition for Variations is based may 
not be applicable generally to other property within the same zoning classification. The 
Board found that this standard has been met. Other properties in the nearby area have larger 
available lot size that would accommodate an addition without variation to lot coverage 
restrictions. As such, the Property is uncharacteristic of the surrounding properties. 
 
4. The purpose of the Variations is not based predominately upon a desire for 
economic gain. The Board found that this standard has been met. The Petitioners indicated 
that they desire to build the addition to the home on the Property and reside in it themselves for 
the foreseeable future, with no desire for economic gain or resale of the Property. 
 
5. The granting of the Variations is not detrimental to the public welfare or unduly 
injurious to the enjoyment, use, or development value of other property or improvements 
in the neighborhood in which the Property is located. The Board found this standard has  
been met. Three neighbors of the Petitioners submitted letters in support of the proposed 
addition.  No neighbor of the Petitioners objected to the addition.   
 
6. The granting of the Variations will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to 
adjacent property, or substantially increase the danger of fire, or otherwise endanger the 
public safety or substantially diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood.  
The Board found this standard has been met. The addition, to the rear of the home, would not 
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impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent properties, or substantially increase the 
danger of fire, or otherwise endanger the public safety or substantially diminish or impair property 
values in the neighborhood.  Petitioners presented evidence of neighbor support for the 
proposed addition. 
 
7. The granting of the Variations will not unduly tax public utilities and facilities in the 
area of the Property. The Board found that this standard has been met. The addition will not 
increase the public utility usage more than any comparable addition in the area. 
 
8. There are no means other than the requested Variations by which the hardship or 
difficulty can be avoided or remedied to a degree sufficient to permit a reasonable use of 
the Property. The Board found that this standard has been met. The Board felt that the 
limitations of the undersized lot unduly restricted the Petitioner’s ability to construct an addition 
that would allow for continued use and enjoyment of the property. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
 The Board, by a vote of four (4) to zero (0), with one abstention, found that the standards 
for granting of the Variations were met. Therefore, the Board recommends to the Village 
President and Board of Trustees that the Variations to allow the construction of an addition to a 
home on the Property with a variation from the Village of River Forest’s maximum Floor Area 
ratio in Section 10-9-5 of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow for an increase of the Floor Area ratio 
to forty-five and seventy-two hundredths percent (45.72%), where the maximum allowed Floor 
Area ratio is forty percent (40%)  in the R-2 Zoning District, and with a variation from the Village 
of River Forest’s minimum setback allowance in Section 10-9-7 of the Zoning Ordinance, to allow 
for a decrease of the minimum setback required to eleven feet two inches (11’ 2”), where the 
minimum required setback is thirteen feet (13’) in the R-2 Zoning District, be APPROVED.  

 

 
__________________________________ 

Frank Martin 
Chairman 

 
__________________________________ 

Date 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

November 14, 2024 
 

A meeting of the River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals was held at 7:30 pm on Thursday, 

November 14, 2024, in the Community Room of the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue, 

River Forest, Illinois. 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Meeting started by calling roll.  Upon 

roll call the following persons were: 

Present:  Chairman Frank Martin Members Gary Dombrowski, Chris Plywacz, Mary 

Shoemaker and Corina Davis 

Absent:  Member Ron Lucchesi and Sheila Price 

Also present at the meeting: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator, Clifford Radatz, 

Secretary, and Anne Skrodzki, Village Attorney. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE ZONING 

BOARD OF APPEALS ON OCTOBER 17, 2024 

Chairman Martin asked if there were any comments about the minutes from the last meeting, there 

were none. 

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski and seconded by Member Plywacz to approve 

the minutes from the October 17, 2024 meeting.  

Ayes:   Members Dombrowski and Plywacz 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed. Chairman Martin and Members Shoemaker, and Davis were not in attendance at 

the last meeting and therefore abstained from this vote.  

III. APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACT FOR THE ZONING VARIATION 

REQUEST FOR 506 EDGEWOOD PLACE 

Chairman Martin introduced the Findings of Fact and asked for any corrections or additions, there 

were none. 

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski and seconded by Member Plywacz to approve 

the findings of fact for the zoning variation request for 506 Edgewood Place.   

Ayes:   Members Dombrowski and Plywacz 

Nays:   None 
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Motion passed. Chairman Martin and Members Shoemaker, and Davis were not in attendance at 

the last meeting and therefore abstained from this vote.  

IV. APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACT FOR THE ZONING VARIATION 

REQUEST FOR 1105 PARK AVENUE  

Chairman Martin introduced the Findings of Fact and asked for any corrections or additions, there 

were none. 

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski and seconded by Member Plywacz to approve 

the findings of fact for the zoning variation request for 1105 Park Avenue. 

Ayes:   Members Dombrowski and Plywacz 

Nays:   None 

Motion passed. Chairman Martin and Members Shoemaker, and Davis were not in attendance at 

the last meeting and therefore abstained from this vote.  

V. CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING VARIATION REQUESTS 

FOR 633 ASHLAND AVENUE 

Chairman Martin introduced the topic, explaining that the public hearing was opened at the 

October meeting and was continued to tonight as the original publication listed one variation, 

instead of two. 

The property owner, Steve Hoover, introduced himself in the event of additional discussion. As he 

was sworn in at the last meeting, he was not sworn in again this evening. There was no additional 

discussion or public comments, so the public hearing portion was closed.  

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski and seconded by Member Plywacz to 

recommend to the Village Board of Trustees the approval of variations to Sections 10-9-5 and 10-

9-7 for 633 Ashland Avenue. 

Ayes:   Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Davis, and Plywacz 

Nays:   None 

Abstain:  Chairman Martin 

Motion passed.  

Chairman Martin stated that the motion passed with a vote of 4-0. Attorney Skrodzki clarified that 

the draft findings of fact will be updated to reflect this vote, but no other changes would be made 

unless directed by this committee. 

VI. APPROVAL OF FINDINGS OF FACT FOR THE ZONING VARIATION 

REQUEST FOR 633 ASHLAND AVENUE 

A MOTION was made by Member Dombrowski and seconded by Member Plywacz to approve 

the findings of fact for the zoning variation request for 633 Ashland Avenue. 



 

  Page 3 

There was no additional discussion.  

Ayes:   Members Dombrowski, Shoemaker, Davis, and Plywacz 

Nays:   None 

Abstain:  Chairman Martin 

Motion passed.  

VII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

John Becvar, RF Township Supervisor, as well as Trustee Helene Connelly introduced themselves 

to the committee. He explained that he has been working with President Adduci and Village 

Administrator Walsh to collaborate, when possible, on aging in place and other aging topics. In 

addition, the Supervisor’s office introduced Trustee Connelly as a liaison to this committee.  

 

Chairman Martin clarified that this committee considers applications from residents and projects 

directed by the Board. Supervisor Becvar understood.  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT  
 

A MOTION was made by Member Davis to dismiss the meeting, seconded by Member Plywacz 

to adjourn. A unanimous voice vote passed the motion.  

Meeting Adjourned at 7:39 p.m.  

 

Submitted: 

 

_________________________________________ 

Clifford E. Radatz, Secretary 

 

_________________________________________   Date: __________________ 

Frank Martin, Chairman 

Zoning Board of Appeals 



     APPLICATION FOR ZONING VARIATION 
     Village of River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals 

Address of Subject Property: ___________________________________ Date of Application: _______________ 

Applicant Architect / Contractor 
Name: Name: 

Address: Address: 

City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip: 

Fax: Phone: Fax: 

Email: 

Relationship of Applicant to Property (owner, contract purchaser, legal counsel, etc.):  ___________________ 

Zoning District of Property: R1 R2 R3 R4 C1 C2 C3 PRI ORIC 

Please check the type(s) of variation(s) being requested: 
Zoning Code Building Code (fence variations only) 

Application requirements: Attached you will find an outline of the other application requirements. Please 
read the attached carefully, the applicant will be responsible for submitting all of the required information. 

Also attached for your information are the Zoning Board of Appeals “Rules of Procedure” for their public 
hearings. 

Application Deadline: A complete variation application must be submitted no later than the 15th day of the 
month in order to be heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals in the following month.  The Zoning Board of 
Appeals meets on the second Thursday of each month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Application Fee:  A non-refundable fee of $750.00 must accompany every application for variation, which 
includes the cost of recording the variation with the County.  Checks should be made out to the Village of 
River Forest. 

SIGNATURES: 

The undersigned hereby represent for the purpose of inducing the Village of River Forest to take the action 
herein requested, that all statements herein and on all related attachments are true and that all work herein 
mentioned will be done in accordance with the ordinances of the Village of River Forest and the laws of the 
State of Illinois. 

Owner: _________________________________________________________ Date: _______________________________ 

Applicant (if other than Owner): ___________________________________ Date: ________________________________ 
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October 1, 2024



APPLICATION FOR ZONING VARIATION 

Address of Subject Property: ___________________________________ Date of Application: _______________ 

Summary of Requested Variation(s): 

Applicable Code Section 
(Title, Chapter, Section) Code Requirement(s) Proposed Variation(s) 

THE APPLICANT IS REQUIRED TO SUBMIT DETAILED LONG HAND CALCULATIONS AND 
MEASUREMENTS FOR ALL APPLICABLE ZONING PROVISIONS.  APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED COMPLETE WITHOUT THESE CALCULATIONS AND MEASUREMENTS.       
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Secondary Front Yard setback proposed setback at addition



















Village of River Forest
Village Administrator’s Office 

400 Park Avenue
River Forest, IL 60305

Tel:  708-366-8500

MEMORANDUM

Date: January 13, 2025

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President
Village Board of Trustees 

From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator  

Subj: Request for Zoning Variations – 1105 Park Avenue

Issue: Matt and Liz Heintz, owners of the property at 1105 Park Avenue, have submitted the 
attached application for a variation to the setback requirement. Section 10-9-7 (10-8-7-C-1) of 
the Zoning Code requires that the required minimum side yard setback shall be ten percent of 
the lot width or five feet, whichever is greater. Section 10-9-7 (10-8-7-A-2) of the Zoning Code 
also requires that the required front yard setback shall be calculated as the average of the 
existing front yard setbacks as measured from the front lot line to the principal structure along 
the same side of the street and on the same block. The shortest and longest setbacks along the 
same side of the same block shall be eliminated in the making of the computation. The applicant 
proposes to construct a pergola with a setback of 13’ 7-1/8” and a fireplace with a setback of 8’ 
3-¼” in the Side Yard Setback where the minimum required setback is 20’ and a setback of 46’ 
2 5/8” in the Front Yard where the minimum required setback is 52.54’.

Analysis: On October 17, 2024, the Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing and 
considered the application. The Zoning Board of Appeals voted 4-0 in favor of the proposed 
setback variation. On November 14, 2024, the Zoning Board of Appeals approved the findings 
of fact and recommendation, with a vote of 2-0. 

Village Variation History:
Below, please find a summary of staff’s review of available records regarding similar zoning 
variation requests that have been acted upon by the Village Board since 2008.  Please note that 
each application and recommendation is considered based on its own facts and that approval 
of a particular zoning variation does not set a precedent for other variations.



Address Hearing 
Date

Description of Variation Request ZBA Rec. VBOT 
Action

Ord. #

1201 Park 7/11/19 Reduce front secondary front yard 
setback from 25' to 15' for accessory 
structure (shed)

Approved Approved 3775

7628 
Washington

6/13/19 Reduce front yard setback from 25'-
3" to 14'

Approved Approved 3770

910 Forest 5/9/19 Reduce side yard setback from 5' to 
4.5' for detached garage

Approved Approved 3759

631 
Edgewood

5/10/18 Reduce side yard setback from 9.58' 
to 5' - detached garage

Denied Approved 3699

Requested Action:  
If the Village Board of Trustees wishes to approve the requested variation, the following 
motion would be appropriate: 

 Motion to approve an Ordinance granting the requested variations to Section 10-9-7 
of the Zoning Code at 1105 Park Avenue.

Document(s) Attached:
 Ordinance 
 Findings of Fact
 Minutes of the Zoning Board of Appeals Public Hearing
 Application
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ORDINANCE NO. ______

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A SETBACK VARIATION TO 
ALLOW CONSTRUCTION OF AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE AT

1105 PARK AVENUE.

WHEREAS, petitioners Matt and Liz Heintz (“Petitioners”), owners of the property 
located at 1105 Park Avenue in the Village of River Forest (“Property”), requested a 
variation from the Village of River Forest’s setback requirements allowance in Section 
10-9-7 of the Village of River Forest Zoning Ordinance (“Zoning Ordinance”), to allow 
the construction of a pergola with a setback of 13’ 7-1/8” and a fireplace with a setback 
of 8’ 3-¼” in the Side Yard Setback where the minimum required setback is 20’ and a 
setback of 46’ 2 5/8” in the Front Yard where the minimum required setback is 52.54’. 
(“Variations”). The Property is located in the R-2 Single-Family (Detached) Residential 
Zoning District (“R-2 Zoning District”); and

WHEREAS, the Property is legally described in Exhibit A attached hereto and 
made a part hereof; and

WHEREAS, the Application was referred to the Village of River Forest Zoning 
Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) and was processed in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance; 
and

WHEREAS, on October 17, 2024, the ZBA held a public hearing on the 
Application pursuant to notice thereof given in the manner required by law, and, after 
considering all of the testimony and evidence presented at the public hearing, the ZBA 
recommended approval of the Variations, by a vote of four (4) to zero (0), all as set forth 
in the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA in this matter (“Findings and 
Recommendation”), a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B and made a part 
hereof; and

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest 
have duly considered the Findings and Recommendation of the ZBA, and all of the 
materials, facts and circumstances affecting the Application, and find that the 
Application satisfies the standards set forth in the Zoning Ordinance relating to the 
Variations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees 
of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows: 

SECTION 1: That the recitals above are incorporated into Section 1 as though 
set forth herein.

SECTION 2: That the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, acting 
pursuant to the authority vested in them by the laws of the State of Illinois and the 
Zoning Ordinance: (i) find that the Application meets the standards for the Variation 
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requested therein, and (ii) approve the Variations with respect to the pergola and 
fireplace setbacks proposed to be installed on the Property as set forth in the 
Application. The Variation is approved only to the extent needed for the construction of 
the pergola and fireplace, and the Variation shall remain in effect only for so long as the 
pergola and fireplace in the Application remain on the Property.

SECTION 3:  That Village staff is directed to record the Ordinance on title to the 
Property with the Cook County Recorder of Deeds.

SECTION 4:  That any violation of any term or condition stated in this Ordinance 
or of any applicable code, ordinance, or regulation of the Village shall be grounds for the 
rescission of the approvals made in this Ordinance, in addition to all other remedies 
available to the Village.

SECTION 5: That if any Section, paragraph or provision of this Ordinance shall 
be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of 
such Section, paragraph or provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6: That all ordinances, resolutions, motions or parts thereof in conflict 
with this Ordinance shall be and the same are hereby repealed.

SECTION 7: That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect after its approval 
and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law.

[THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK]
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ADOPTED this 13th day of January 2025, pursuant to a roll call vote of the 
Board of Trustees of the Village of River Forest, per Section 10-5-4(E)(3) of the 
Zoning Ordinance.

AYES: ______________________________________________

NAYS:  _______________________________________________

ABSENT:  _______________________________________________

APPROVED by me this 13th day of January 2025.

__________________________________
    Catherine Adduci, Village President

ATTEST:

__________________________________
      Jon Keller, Village Clerk

The Petitioners acknowledge the reasonableness of the above and foregoing terms and 
conditions in the Ordinance, and hereby accepts the same.

By: ______________________________ By: _______________________
      Titleholder of Record of the Property       Titleholder of Record of the Property

Date: _____________________ Date: _____________________
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EXHIBIT A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

LOTS 7 AND 8 IN BLOCK 3 IN SUBDIVISION OF PART OF NORTHWOODS, BEING 
THE NORTH HALF OF THE EAST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 1, TOWNSHIP 39 NORTH, RANGE 12, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL 
MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
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EXHIBIT B

FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATION

(attached)
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 

A SETBACK VARIATION RELATED TO A PROPOSED  
 BACKYARD RENOVATION AT 1105 PARK AVENUE  

 
 WHEREAS, petitioners Matt and Liz Heintz (“Petitioners”), owners of the property located 
at 1105 Park Avenue in the Village of River Forest (“Property”), requested a variation from the 
Village of River Forest’s minimum setback requirements in Section 10-9-7 of the Zoning 
Ordinance, to allow for a setback of thirteen feet, seven and one eighths inches (13’ 7-1/8”) for 
a pergola and eight feet three and a quarter inches (8’ 3-¼”) for a fireplace in the Side Yard 
Setback where the minimum required setback is twenty feet (20’), and a setback of forty-six feet, 
two and five-eighths inches (46’ 2 5/8”) in the Front Yard for a second pergola where the 
minimum required setback is fifty-two and fifty-four hundredths feet (52.54’)(the “Variation”). The 
Property is located in the R-2 Single-Family (Detached) Residential Zoning District (“R-2 Zoning 
District”); and 
  
 WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest Zoning Board of Appeals (“Board”) held a public 
hearing on the question of whether the requested Variation should be granted on October 17, 
2024, and the hearing was held in accordance with Section 10-5-4(E) of the Zoning Ordinance. 
At the public hearing, all persons present and wishing to speak were given an opportunity to be 
heard and all evidence that was tendered was received and considered by the Board; and 
 
 WHEREAS, public notice in the form required by law was given of the public hearing by 
publication not more than thirty (30) days nor less than fifteen (15) days prior to said public 
hearing in the Wednesday Journal, a newspaper of general circulation in the Village, there being 
no newspaper published in the Village. In addition, notice was mailed to surrounding property 
owners; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the public hearing on October 17, 2024, 2024, the Petitioners, through 
testimony, provided information regarding the requested Variation, testifying, among other 
things, that they desired the addition to improve the livability of the home while being constrained 
by the original placement of the residence on the lot; and 
 
 WHEREAS, four (4) members of the Board were present for the public hearing, which 
constituted a quorum of the entire Board that is required to convene a meeting of the Board, and 
allow for the public hearing to proceed; and 
 

WHEREAS, after the close of public comment, the Board discussed and deliberated the 
application for these Variations; and 
 

WHEREAS, following discussion, the Board, having considered the criteria set forth in 
Section 10-5-4 of the Zoning Ordinance, on October 17, 2024, voted four (4) to zero (0) on a 
motion to recommend approval of the Variations; and 

 
WHEREAS, having received a majority vote of the Board members present, the motion 

passed and the recommendation of the Board is to grant the variation as presented pursuant to 
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Section 10-5-4(E)(3) of the Zoning Ordinance, conditioned upon a grading plan approved by the 
Village; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board makes the following findings of fact and 
recommendations pursuant to Section 10-5-4(E)(2) of the Zoning Ordinance: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
1. The physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the Property 
constitute a specific hardship upon the owner as distinguished from an inconvenience if 
the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out. The Board found that this standard 
has been met. The Property is located on an oversized lot, but due to the location of the house 
on the lot, it being situated with a current setback of over ninety-four feet from the Thomas 
Avenue face of the home, it is positioned very deeply into the lot, which constrains the outdoor 
space available.  In addition, the outdoor fireplace has to be positioned away from the residence 
to comply with the Fire Code. 
 
2. The aforesaid unique physical condition did not result from any action of any 
person having an interest in the property, but was created by natural forces or was the 
result of governmental action, other than the adoption of the Village’s Zoning 
Regulations, for which no compensation was paid. The Board found that this standard has 
been met. The Petitioners purchased the home in its current state, as it was constructed in 1933. 
 
3. The conditions of the Property upon which the petition for Variations is based may 
not be applicable generally to other property within the same zoning classification. The 
Board found that this standard has been met. Other properties in the nearby area generally are 
not positioned in a deep corner, facing away from the “front” of the home.  Therefore, Petitioner’s 
property is unlike the majority of its neighbors. 
 
4. The purpose of the Variations is not based predominately upon a desire for 
economic gain. The Board found that this standard has been met. The Petitioners indicated 
that they desire to build the pergolas and fireplace on the Property for their own use and continue 
to reside in the Property themselves for the foreseeable future, with no desire for economic gain 
or resale of the Property. 
 
5. The granting of the Variations is not detrimental to the public welfare or unduly 
injurious to the enjoyment, use, or development value of other property or improvements 
in the neighborhood in which the Property is located. The Board found this standard has  
been met.  The Petitioners provided letters of support from two neighbors.  No concerns were 
raised. 
 
6. The granting of the Variations will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to 
adjacent property, or substantially increase the danger of fire, or otherwise endanger the 
public safety or substantially diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood.  
The Board found this standard has been met. The outdoor additions would not impair an 
adequate supply of light and air to adjacent properties, or substantially increase the danger of 























Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: January 13, 2025 
 
To: Catherine Adduci, Village President  
 Village Board of Trustees  
  
From: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator   
 
Subj: Neighborhood Dialogues Key Findings & Presentation 
 
 
Introduction: In August 2024, the Village contracted with Jasculca Terman Strategic 
Communications to facilitate a series of neighborhood dialogue. The primary focus of the series 
was to gather feedback regarding economic development preferences, and to discuss other 
quality of life issues facing River Forest residents.  
 
Seven (7) dialogues were held between September and November, ranging between five and 
fifteen residents per session. The smaller formats allowed for residents to participate in a more 
informal environment. There was no presentation from Village officials at the meetings, and 
conversations were guided by a few broad questions from JT staff members. Village staff 
attended to answer questions and observe.  
 
Jasculca Terman prepared the attached report detailing the key findings and observations from 
the dialogues. The key findings identify patterns for the Village to consider regarding 
community engagement, communications and the development process.  
 
The notes from each individual dialogue will be published on the Village website following the 
Board meeting.  
 
Motion: No action is required.  
 
 

 



Memorandum/January 7, 2025 

To: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator 

From: Rick Jasculca, James Chase & Nell DeCoursey Brennan 

Jasculca Terman Strategic Communications 

RE: Neighborhood Dialogues/Key Findings 

Jasculca Terman Strategic Communications (JT) was retained by the Village of River Forest to 

facilitate seven neighborhood dialogues focused on future economic development and quality of 

life. Neighborhood dialogues are small, informal gatherings, mostly in homes or non-official 

community spaces, meant to encourage village residents to engage in a conversation that can 

lead to building consensus—at least on some issues. 

Although we all understand that public meetings are required to give residents the opportunity to 

express their views about decisions being made by Village Trustees, testimony at these hearings 

can sometimes consist of speeches or talking points which don’t foster an environment where 

conversations can happen, nor consensus built. Dialogues are not meant to be a replacement for 

public hearings, but rather can precede or complement hearings so interested residents are more 

directly and productively engaged. 

There has been a lot of concern and frustration expressed by community members over the status 

and future of now vacant lots at Lake & Lathrop and Madison & Ashland. This has evolved into 

a grassroots campaign against zoning changes and eminent domain, as well as growing anxiety 

about public safety, traffic and parking issues. 

The seven neighborhood dialogues—five on the south end of the village, one mid-village and 

one north end—were facilitated by either JT Senior Vice President James Chase, or Chairman 

Rick Jasculca, with Account Executive Nell Brennan taking notes. We loosely guided each 

dialogue with a set of four broad questions, which were intended to prompt organic discussion 

among residents and provide opportunities for the facilitator to pose follow-up questions when 

helpful. (The discussion questions are included at the end of this memo.) Either Village 

Administrator Matt Walsh, or Assistant Village Administrator Jessica Spencer, attended all seven 

dialogues. Dialogue notes will be shared with Village of River Forest officials and the public; 

however, attendees were assured at each dialogue that their comments would not be individually 

attributed so they could feel comfortable fully sharing their views. 



As strategic communications professionals, we take what we have heard from village residents at 

all seven dialogues and try to identify patterns that can productively guide Village officials on the 

path forward. 

We should add that we (JT) came to these dialogues with no preconceived notions or positions, 

even though Rick Jasculca has lived in the village for forty-nine years. Also, the JT dialogue 

team received no instructions/marching orders from either the Village Board or Administrators in 

advance of these conversations.  

What follows are key findings from the seven dialogues: 

Quality of Life 

• Village residents overwhelmingly told us they decided to move or return to River Forest

for quality-of-life reasons—a small, quiet, peaceful, charming community; within

walking distance of shopping, restaurants and other bigger city amenities; high quality

schools; proximity to transit; access to nature, parks, forest preserves.

• While some mentioned “high taxes,” few really complained about it. Taxes seem to be

offset by positive quality of life in the village, and many residents expressed that a higher

property tax levy is the trade-off for maintaining that quality of life.

o Additionally, a number of residents explicitly said this trade-off is part of the

reason they feel a strong investment in preserving what’s “special” about River

Forest, and their desire to stay engaged and informed about development issues.

o There were usually one or two residents per dialogue who spoke to the

importance of expanding the tax base (and some specifically referenced the large

share of River Forest properties that are tax-exempt), but this did not come across

as a high-importance issue overall.

Future Development—Madison and Ashland 

• Frankly, we were surprised. Very few residents who joined these conversations were 

anti-development. It really came down for most as: “Do they have a plan?” “Is this 

consistent with our quality of life?” Residents often asked for things like a “holistic 

view” and a “broader vision” from the Village regarding development, in addition to the 

public engagement processes that accompany individual development proposals.

o Very few residents were aware of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, and they 
asked numerous questions about it when the topic came up. Some residents 
suggested that a 2019 plan may no longer be well-suited for the post-pandemic 
world, and that perhaps the Village should produce an interim/supplemental plan

—both for the Village government’s own use and for public consumption.

• Residents expressed both a desire to develop vacant lots as soon as practicable, but also 
for the village to “get it right” and not rush.

• Residents across the dialogues posed questions to the Village Administrator or Assistant 
Village Administrator about the Village’s role and powers in reviewing, approving and 
facilitating development. These questions came up especially when discussing retail 
development (“Does the Village have a say in what kind of business goes into a new 
building?”).



 

 
 

 

Residential Development 

 

• There is, no surprise, widespread and consistent opposition to any sort of high-rise 

buildings, no matter the use—condos or rental. Virtually everyone wants height 

limitations.  

o Some residents take this position because of “look and feel,” which they relate 

back to their priority of maintaining River Forest’s unique character compared to 

some neighboring villages that have embraced more density, such as Oak Park 

and Forest Park.  

▪ A further subset of these residents clarified that height is just one element 

they consider among many when it comes to a building’s 

design/architecture, and whether it’s a good fit for River Forest. An 

overall appealing design may mitigate concerns about height to some 

extent, but height remains the most important design issue.  

▪ Some residents were hesitant to cite a specific building height or other 

design elements that would make a hypothetical development acceptable 

and in keeping with River Forest’s character. Because there are so many 

different things to consider when making this judgement, these residents 

suggested they would need to see a proposed design and react to it.  

o Other residents have more localized concerns, such as privacy (“I don’t want 

someone sitting on their balcony looking down into my backyard.”), as well as 

noise, traffic and parking, which are already consequential challenges for south 

end residents. 

• There was a split between residents who want residential development to help “welcome 

the next generation of River Forest residents” and those who are skeptical of any 

residential development other than detached single-family homes. 

o The former group expressed concerns that young families face barriers moving to 

the village because homes don’t often go on the market and because housing costs 

are high in general. These residents support development that makes it easier for a 

young family or couple to buy a starter home in the village, establish themselves 

in the community, and potentially move to a larger home within the village as 

time goes on. 

o The latter group is very concerned about the impact of increased population on 

village infrastructure and local schools. One resident described River Forest as “a 

fragile ecosystem,” and cautioned village leaders to ensure that new residential 

development will be “sustainable.” 

• Similarly, among residents who are open to denser residential development, there was a 

split between those who would prefer low-rise condos versus low-rise apartments. Some 

supported affordable rental units to attract younger families, in hopes that they will 

become future home buyers. Others were concerned that rental units would only attract 

temporary residents, and that condos would do a better job attracting people who want to 

build a long-term future for themselves and their families in the village. 

o A number of residents said they would prefer townhouses over either condos or 

rental apartments. 



 

 
 

• If either low-rise condos or rental apartments are proposed, dialogue attendees pretty 

universally said there must be built-in parking. 

 

Commercial Development 

 

• An overwhelming takeaway is that residents want “something everyone can use.” A 

handful of residents spoke to the importance of expanding the commercial tax base, but 

most dialogue participants are thinking about the opportunity for new amenities. 

o Most residents were open to private or public development, as long as it provides 

a new amenity that is broadly appealing to the community. For example, residents 

suggested a gym, yoga studio, restaurant, café, or higher-end convenience store.  

o A smaller group of residents were more strongly in favor of public use for the 

Madison & Ashland lot. These residents typically had a specific community need 

in mind, which would likely only be addressed through development by the 

Village, Park District, or other local taxing body—such as a modern recreation 

center, indoor pool, or community garden. 

• There was also a recognition of the challenges facing retail establishments these days; 

and so, concerns about turnover, which they have seen with restaurants and retail in 

neighboring Forest Park and in some parts of River Forest. Residents asked questions 

about what role the Village government can play in helping desirable retail businesses 

locate in and stay viable in River Forest. 

• Across all the dialogues, residents noted that they often have to leave River Forest to go 

to restaurants and other retail businesses. They’d like more options within River Forest, 

both because of the greater ease of access and also a desire to spend their dollars locally. 

• While most conversations about parking related to residential development, some 

residents also noted that a popular retail business would require sufficient parking for 

customers. 

• There were also strong feelings that the Village “should not just leave a vacant lot until 

the right developer/development comes along.”  Some suggested putting in a temporary 

dog park, community garden or art installation until the right kind of development comes 

along; although there was some recognition that those temporary amenities might prove 

to be so popular that it will be difficult to let them go, even when the “right development” 

is found. 

 

 

Future Development--Lake and Lathrop 

 

• Etched into the front of the National Archives Building in Washington are the words 

“The Past is Prologue.” Right or wrong, it is very clear that there is a trust issue many 

residents in the village have because of what has happened at Lake & Lathrop. That has 

unquestionably had an impact on the views many, if not most residents have formed 

about Lake and Lathrop. 

• We heard very few people express displeasure about the development concept for Lake & 

Lathrop (although a huge number of folks mourned the loss of Annie’s). But pretty much 

everyone who weighed in on Lake & Lathrop pointed to what they believe was a flawed 



 

 
 

process for selecting a developer. That may be hindsight, but it’s a decidedly prevalent 

view. 

• Residents conveyed that their misgivings about the Lake & Lathrop process have 

heightened their desire for increased Village communication and public engagement 

about any major development moving forward—beginning as early in the process as 

possible. 

 

 

The Path Forward—Process, Communication and Engagement 

• Right or wrong, true or not, one universal view consistently expressed at all of the 

dialogues is that the Village has a flawed process for selecting future development 

concepts and developers. And when we suggested at one dialogue that you “can’t 

completely democratize the selection of projects and developers” because of all the 

complex factors that determine viability, there was still an overwhelming sense that 

residents must be given a significantly greater opportunity to view concepts and 

developer proposals much earlier in advance of public hearings and Trustee voting.  

• As described above, residents emphasized that they are not anti-development. They want 

to have an informed and productive role in partnership with Village leaders. They 

generally acknowledged that the Village is operating under constraints of market 

conditions and must respond to developers’ needs—residents just want a better 

understanding of these issues. Many residents asked, “What are you hearing from 

developers?” They want the Village government to help residents gain a better 

understanding in this area so that they, in turn, better understand where Village leaders 

are coming from when they make proposals intended to spur development. 

• One memorable line, uttered numerous times at our final dialogue in this series, was 

“How about we start with, don’t tear it down without an approved and vetted plan firmly 

in place.” Everyone at that conversation nodded their heads in agreement. 

• One thing we probed deeper on were comments suggesting that the Village needed to be 

better/do more communication. We pointed to the excellent and expansive weekly 

Village newsletter and Facebook page, as well as special newsletter blasts attendant to 

Village Board meetings and breaking developments affecting residents. That was 

acknowledged, but was viewed by nearly everyone as insufficient as related to proposed 

new development. Residents said they want earlier input, as well as the opportunity to 

directly ask questions of developers before selection is solidified. 

o Some specific suggestions included making development-related 

news/announcements/meeting notices more prominently displayed on the Village 

website, more prominently and repeatedly displayed in the newsletter, featured on 

the Village Facebook page, sent to residents via mailers (village-wide instead of 

just to nearby residents), announced at the top of board meetings, and placed in 

the Wednesday Journal through ads/articles/letters to the editor. 

o The JT team is well aware that the Village has already been using many of these 

communications practices in the past. The Village generally exceeds the 

communications practices of most municipalities and other taxing bodies with 

whom we’ve worked. However, residents’ comments make clear that the Village 

should err on the side of overcommunicating on development issues—including 



 

 
 

giving more-than-ample notice, engaging in repetition, and providing 

development-related communications as standalone products when possible so 

they don’t get lost among other information. 

• While pretty much all dialogue attendees want to see these neighborhood dialogues 

continue on a regular basis, it is likely impractical to bring a developer, or several 

developers with proposals to a dozen dialogues. What might be possible is to have 

community ambassadors (those who have previously hosted neighborhood dialogues) 

collaborate to have two community engagement sessions on two different dates, maybe a 

week apart, and have developers make a presentation and answer questions at each. 

Developer concepts and credentials would be shared in advance with those who have 

RSVP’d to attend one of the two community engagement sessions. We would be happy 

to work with the Village and community ambassadors about how this can work. 

• Like the above point, residents often asked about studies, market research, consultant 

reports, etc. that the Village has commissioned or may commission in the future. They’d 

like to hear from third-party experts so residents can become better informed about 

development issues. 

• While most residents welcomed more creative steps from the Village for public 

engagement (such as these dialogues), they also emphasized that the legally required 

public meeting and comment process is still an essential way for residents to express their 

views. 

 

 

Additional Thoughts 

• Virtually everyone talked about public safety, and most of it was about traffic volume, 

speeding and parking. Although this seems to be an issue throughout the village, it is a 

profound issue for those living near Madison, Washington and Lake. Parents are worried 

about their kids and speeding vehicles; and homeowners are sick of visitors to Forest 

Park establishments parking in front of their houses. Some residents also discussed 

incidents of property crime and the importance of frequent public reporting from the 

Police Department. 

• Many dialogue attendees complained about the inadequacy of the existing Community 

Center, including insufficient parking, and want to see modern recreational amenities, 

including an indoor swimming pool. Some suggested a revamped community center at its 

existing location, while others pushed for a new recreational center at Madison & 

Ashland, with indoor parking included as part of the center. 

• And in these polarized times, it is wonderful to report that these neighborhood dialogues 

were completely devoid of political overtones. Attendees were engaged, friendly and 

respectful. 

 

~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Neighborhood Dialogue Discussion Questions: 

 

1. How long have you lived in River Forest?  Why did you decide to move to River 

Forest?  What do you like most about living in River Forest? And what do you like the 

least? 

 

2. Are you satisfied by the retail choices/amenities available in River Forest?  Would you 

like to see additional options? What kind? 

 

3. Understanding that most River Forest residents live in single family homes, but that a 

significant number may prefer condos or apartments depending on their situation and/or 

stage of life—what kind of condos and/or apartments might you find acceptable? 

 

4. There has been a lot of conversation about what should be done with the vacant parcel on 

Madison & Ashland. Please share some ideas about what you would like to see there? 

 

### 
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