
 
 

 VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, September 11th, 2023 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

 Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

You may submit your written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: vbot@vrf.us. If you 
would like to speak during public comment, please email lmasella@vrf.us by 4:00 PM on Monday, September 
11th, 2023. Anyone may listen to the meeting by participating in a Zoom conference call as follows: dial-in 
number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 820 6367 6956 or by clicking the link here: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956 To watch the livestream, please go to the Village website: 
https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2418 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 

a. Lake & Lathrop Project Schedule Update 

5. Presentations 

a. Active Bystandership for Law Enforcement (ABLE) Presentation 

b. Challenge Coin Presentation 

c. Illinois Traffic Safety Award 

6. Consent Agenda 

a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – August 28, 2023 

b. Accounts Payable – August 2023 – $ 1,782,014.16 

c. Monthly Department Reports 

d. Change Order – Sewer Lining Project – $2,512.00 

e. Change Order – 2023 Street Patching Project – $1,917.45 

7. Consent Items for Separate Consideration  

8. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees 

a. Sustainability Commission – Amending the River Forest Village Code to Prohibit the Use of Polystyrene 

Foam Foodware – Ordinance  

9. Unfinished Business 

10. New Business  

a. Award of Contract - Madison Street Development Site Fence – $55,500.00 – Ordinance 

11. Executive Session 

12. Adjournment  

mailto:vbot@vrf.us?subject=VBOT%20Public%20Comment
mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956
https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2418
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, August 28th, 2023 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, August 
28th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 

Present: President Adduci, Trustees O’Connell, Vazquez, Johnson, Brennan, Bachner, 
Gillis (7:07pm), Village Clerk Keller 

Absent:   
Also Present:  Village Administrator Matt Walsh, Deputy Fire Chief Dave Bochenek, Police 

Chief James O’Shea, Deputy Police Chief James Greenwood, Police 
Commander Michael Swierczynski, Finance Director Rosemary McAdams, 
Village Attorney Lance Malina, HR Manager Trish Ivansek, Public Works 
Director Jeff Loster, Deputy Clerk Luke Masella, Assistant Village 
Administrator Jessica Spencer. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  

 
3. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 
President Adduci stated that any Public Comment regarding Agenda Items 7a and 9a will be 
made during the discussion of those agenda items. She asked that any residents with Public 
Comment regarding topics outside of those agenda items speak now. 
 
President Adduci invited John Dzuryak up to the podium for Public Comment. Mr. Dzuryak 
stated he had concerns regarding the quantity of litter between Park Avenue and Keystone 
on Hawthorne Avenue. He asked if the Village could erect signs around the Village reminding 
people to not letter and place a trash can in the area to help reduce the amount of litter. 
 
Mr. Dzuryak also asked questions and made remarks concerning designated bike routes in 
the Village. Additionally, he asked if the Village could investigate altering the design of storm 
drains in the Village to make them safer for bicyclists. Additionally, he made remarks on 
construction workers in the Village not following Village Code and Village Staff not following 
proper parade safety practices during the Village Memorial Day Parade.  
 
Finally, he suggested the Police Department Attempt to save money when purchasing new 
Police Vehicles by reusing parts from older vehicles.  

 
4. ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Trustee O’Connell noted that thew new improvements at Keystone Park look great. 
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Trustee Johnson reported having no comments. 
 
Trustee Brennan commented that it is nice to see a room full of residents engaged. She 
reminded everyone that it is time to sign up for E-Waste Pickup. She raised some concerns 
about parties other than Lake Shore Recycling picking up E-Waste items off the curb. She 
asked Public Works Director Loster if there was any way to better coordinate with LRS for 
E-Waste Pickup.  
 
Village Clerk Keller had nothing new to add to the record. 
 
Trustee Vazquez gave a shoutout to Finance Director Rosemary Mcadams and staff for 
awards they received regarding the budget document. He also reported attending the Mayors 
Caucus on Age Friendly Communities meeting on July 20th. Trustee Vazquez also 
congratulated the Village and President Adduci for receiving a grant for ADA sidewalk 
improvements. Finally, he wished everyone a happy and safe Labor Day Weekend. 
 
Trustee Gillis had no comments. 
 
Trustee Bachner gave a land acknowledgement. 

 
President Adduci reported meeting with the with Congressmen Danny K. Davis and 
President of the Illinois Senate Don Harmon. She also noted the Village received a grant for 
sustainability work completed by the Cross Community Climate Collaborative C4. She then 
welcomed Jessica Spencer, the new Assistant Village Administrator. Then, she reported that 
Village hosted the Illinois Municipal League summer meeting. Finally, she wished everyone a 
happy Labor Day and reminded everyone to attend the September 11th LemonAid Stand.  
 

 
5. CONSENT AGENDA  

 
a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes - July 10th, 2023 
b. Village Board of Trustees Executive Session Minutes - July 10th, 2023 
c. Accounts Payable - July 2023 - $ 1,865,644.97 
d. Financial Report - June 2023 
e. Financial Report - July 2023 
f. Administration Department Report 
g. Monthly Department Reports 
h. National Rail Safety Week Proclamation 
i. Award of Contract - 2023 Permeable Paver Maintenance Project - $79,339.01 
j. Award of Contract - 2023 Salt Shed Construction Project - $48,750.00 
k. Authorization to Sell Surplus Village Property - Squad #14 Ford Explorer 2016 Police 

Pursuit - Ordinance  
l. Award of Contract - 2023 Dodge Charger - $35,744.00 
m. Award of Contract - 2023 Dodge Durango - $68,790.00 
n. Award of Contract - 20023 Ford F-150 Responders. - $137,580.00 
o. Change Order - 2023 Curb and Sidewalk Project - $5,466.00 - Resolution 
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p. A Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System in the 
Public Right-of-Way with the Property Owners at 1500 William 

q. A Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System in the 
Public Right-of-Way with the Property Owners at 706 Monroe 

r. A Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System in the 
Public Right-of-Way with the Property Owners at 911 Lathrop 

s. A Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System in the 
Public Right-of-Way with the Property Owners at 558 Lathrop 

t. A Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System in the 
Public Right-of-Way with the Property Owners at 318 Gale 

 
MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to approve items a through t. Seconded by Trustee Bachner.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Johnson, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes.  

 
6. CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION  

 
7. RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES 

 
a. Traffic and Safety Commission Recommendations – July 19, 2023, Meeting - 

Ordinances 
 

President Adduci stated that now would be the time for the public to make comments 
surrounding the recommendation from the Traffic and Safety Commission. She asked 
residents to keep their comments under 5 minutes, per the Village Ordinances.  

 
President Adduci invited Dan Wasiolek up to the podium to give public comment. Mr. 
Wasiolek reported being in favor of the proposed traffic infrastructure and that he believes 
they should be made permanent. 
 
Next, Dr. Giuseppina Nucifora gave public comment against the proposed traffic 
infrastructure. She shared documents with Village Board containing data data from the Village 
Traffic Study, and data from the Village Traffic Survey to support her arguments. She reported 
that an overwhelming majority of residents oppose the barriers. 
President Adduci alerted Dr Nucifora that she had gone over her allowable five-minute public 
comment. A resident, Kate Byrne, offered to allow Dr. Nucifora to utilize the 5 minutes she 
was planning on using to discuss the traffic infrastructure as she agreed with the arguments 
Dr. Nucifora was articulating. 
 
President Adduci allowed Dr. Nucifora to continue. 
 
Pat Birg made public comment against the traffic installations. He reported that there has been 
an increase of dangerous traffic in the alleys in the area.  
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Bob Armalas gave public comments in support of the proposed traffic installations. He noted 
that neighboring municipalities have installed similar installations and that it is time for the 
Village to do the same.  
 
He also requested a truck weight limit ordinance for the Village. He also requested additional 
event parking mitigation methods on Greenfield and school parking and speed limit signs on 
Greenfield and LeMoyne. He also requested additional professional solutions to solve the cut-
through traffic problem. Finally, he requested the village does not extend the Lake and Lathrop 
Permit.  
 
Mary Stamatakos of 1507 Clinton gave public comment in support of the traffic installations. 
She also requested the stop sign be placed at her intersection.  
 
Edward Bellock, a resident of Elmwood Park, made public comment in support of the 
proposed traffic infrastructure. He noted the potential for increased safety for the children in 
the area.  
 
Gary Williams made public comment supporting the proposed traffic installations. He 
reported that speeding is additionally an issue and more traffic calming measures are needed.  
 
Lee Wingo spoke against the installation of proposed traffic installation. He commented that 
he felt the traffic installations were an overreach of local government authority. He noted 
liking the suggestions about additional stop signs and other ways to slow down cut-through 
traffic. He also commented being unhappy with the overnight parking requirements in the 
Village.  
 
Gregory Abcarian made public comment against the installation of the traffic barriers. He 
commented that the barriers did not reduce the number of cars, rather just moved the cars to 
different streets. He also questioned why the Village paid for a traffic study and then appeared 
to not have utilized the study.  
 
Kelly Abcarian reported that the meeting minutes from the most recent Traffic and Safety 
Commission meeting did not appear to be accurate. She also questioned how the data was 
utilized from the Traffic Study. 
 
Ron Krause gave public comment in support of the proposed traffic installations. He also 
proposed the Village investigate installing traffic measures on East and West streets in the 
Village. 
 
Colin Hanses spoke in support of the proposed traffic installations but also proposed 
additional signage to help reduce cut through traffic on other streets. 
 
Karen Neal reported not being in favor of the proposed traffic infrastructure. She reported 
that the barriers create a false sense of safety and may impede emergency vehicles.  
 
Pice Chen gave public comment in support of the proposed traffic installations. He proposed 
the Village consider installing other traffic calming measures at other streets in the area.  
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Jill McMahon made public comment against the proposed traffic installations. She reminded 
everyone that the vote from the Traffic and Safety Commission occurred before public 
comment was permitted. She also reported that speeding is an issue in the area. She asked that 
the Village consider allowing parking on both sides of the streets in the area, so it forces drivers 
to slow down. 
 
Charles Anderson commented that he was unhappy that this situation has neighbors against 
each other. He noted that he supports the installation of the traffic installations, and suggested 
the Village consider blocking off LeMoyne and Greenfield as well to block East and West 
Traffic.  
 
President Adduci stated that Mr. Anderson was over his allotted 5-minute comment. Mr. 
Anderson gave thanks and ended his public comment. 
 
Latrina Brooke commented against the proposed traffic installations. She reported giving 
public comments as a representative for the townhomes at 1406 Harlem. She commented that 
it has negatively impacted her daily commute. She reported that the barriers have not stopped 
cut through traffic as traffic can still get through on Greenfield.  
 
She also agreed with others who stated that the meeting minutes from the Traffic and Safety 
Commission are not accurate. She disagreed with some of the other public comments made 
that evening that utilized Oak Park and other areas as an example of communities who have 
implemented traffic installations.  
 
Marika Panton made public comment against the proposed barriers and noted the potential 
impact the barriers will have on businesses and emergency vehicles.  
 
Stephanie Petersmarck made public comment in opposition to the proposed barriers. Ms. 
Petersmarck stated that she felt the Traffic and Safety Commission used an arbitrary decision 
process to put forth the recommendations before the Village Board. She asked that the village 
Board wait until  the Traffic and Safety Commission utilize further tools to analyze the 
situation before accepting their recommendations.  
 
Andrea Morowczynski made public comment via an email to President Adduci in support of 
the proposed traffic installations. 

 
MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to install stop signs in the eastbound and westbound 
directions of the intersection of Clinton Place and LeMoyne Street. Seconded by Trustee 
Brennan. 
 
Public Works Director Loster gave background on the proposed stop signs.  
 
Trustee O’Connell asked Director Loster for information on the “Traffic Calming Toolbox” 
that some residents and staff have mentioned during the meeting. 
 
Director Loster reported the toolbox will be provided by the Village Wide Traffic study that 
will be presented at the September Traffic and Safety Commission meeting. 
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Trustee Brennan asked for further information on what type of traffic calming measures will 
be provided. 
 
Director Loster gave background on some of the potential items in the toolbox. 
 
President Adduci asked if Mr. Loster saw any alternatives to the proposed stop signs. 
 
Director Loster stated that he cannot answer that question as he does not have the professional 
qualifications to answer that question.  
 
Trustee Johnson asked how extensive the costs will be for placing stop signs. 
 
Director Loster reported that the cost would be minimal. 
 
Truste Vazquez asked Director Loster on the status of the Village Wide Traffic Study. 
 
Director Loster reported the study is in draft form and almost finished. He also stated the study 
does not look at the Northeast Corner of Town as the Village already utilized a separate study 
to address that portion of town.  
 
Administrator Walsh stated that the Village did ask the new study to collect traffic counts on 
Division, Monroe and William. 
 
Trustee O’Connell asked if there were any desire from the Board members to vote at a later 
date.  
 
Trustee Brennan noted that the motion for the stop sign did not appear to receive any criticism 
from residents so the Board should vote.  

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Johnson, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes 
 
MOTION by Trustee Vazquez to install stop signs in the eastbound and westbound 
directions of the intersection of Greenfield Street and Bonnie Brae. Seconded by Trustee 
Johnson. 
 
Director Loster gave background on the stop signs at this particular intersection. 
 
Trustee Gillis asked for clarification on the “Three-Way-Stop” nature of the intersection. 
 
Director Loster noted that this intersection includes the entrance to the Fenwick baseball 
field parking lot. 
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Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Johnson, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes 
 
MOTION by Trustee Johnson remove the plastic barricades at LeMoyne Street and Harlem 
Avenue and replace them with a permanent installation, allowing only southbound-to-
westbound and eastbound-to-southbound turning movements. Seconded by Trustee 
O’Connell. 
 
A member of the audience asked for clarification on the differences between the items being 
discussed and the Ordinances in the packet.  
 
Director Loster provided clarification on the ordinances and then offered background on 
the proposed permanent installation. 
 
Trustee Johnson asked about the potential costs of the proposed installation. 
 
Director Loster reported that this installation would certainly be more expensive than other 
potential options.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if Director Loster had any input surrounding the ability of emergency 
vehicles to utilize the intersection if the proposed infrastructure was implemented. 
 
Director Loster stated that the Village has tools, such as, “Auto-Turn” that help the Village 
analyze the ability of the Emergency Services vehicles to utilizes the intersection. 
 
President Adduci asked the staff members from Public Safety if they had any input on this. 
 
Deputy Fire Chief Bochenek reported that the he did not foresee any issues.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked about the visibility of the proposed infrastructure during the winter 
snow months. 
 
Director Loster reported that the Board could consider reflective bollards or plantings to 
make the installation more visible.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
Nays: Johnson 
 
Motion Passes 
 
MOTION by Trustee Bachner to remove the plastic barricades at Greenfield Street and 
Harlem Avenue and replace them with a permanent installation, allowing only southbound-
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to-westbound and eastbound-to-southbound turning movements, with a design that 
specifically allows for bus traffic to easily traverse the intersection. Seconded by Trustee 
O’Connell. 
 
Director Loster provided background on the proposed infrastructure. 
 
Truste Bachner asked if making the installations larger for buses would also make them 
easier for people to go around. 
 
Director Loster reported yes.  
 
Trustee Johnson asked how costly it would be to remove the barriers if the Village received 
additional information later stating they would not be needed. 
 
Village Administrator Walsh provided clarification on the proposed use of the Traffic 
Toolbox.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
Nays: Johnson 
 
Motion Passes 
 

MOTION by Trustee Gillis to install stop signs at all exit points in alleys bound by Harlem 
Avenue, Greenfield Street, William Street and North Avenue in addition to all three legs of the 
“T” alley intersection just west of Harlem Avenue and south of North Avenue and to install 
seasonal speed bumps within the same alleys at locations to be determined by staff – to be 
removed during winter months for the purposes of snow-removal operations. Seconded by 
Trustee O’Connell.  
 
Trustee O’Connell asked how speed bumps and speed tables impact public works operations. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked if the stop signs could be placed in a different position than previously 
placed so as to make the signs more visible. 
 
Director Loster stated that may not be possible because stop signs are required to be in front 
of the crosswalk. He proposed the Village could investigate placing mirrors in the alley for more 
visibility. He commented that he is open to any suggestions to better the alleys. 
 
Trustee Gillis asked if it would be possible for the Village to remove the bumps and add 
tabletop bumps at a later date. Director Loster commented yes. He also noted that any future 
changes would come back before the Board for approval so they can be discussed at the 
appropriate time.  

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Johnson, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
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Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes 
 

MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to remove the plastic barricades at North Avenue and 
Clinton Place. Seconded by Trustee Vazquez.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if there would be value in not voting on this until the Traffic and Safety 
Commission has the traffic calming toolbox. Trustee Brennan offered the suggestion of 
potential having parking on both sides of Clinton to calm traffic. 
 
Trustee Brennan reported that she heard multiple times in the most recent Traffic and Safety 
Commission meeting that the commission had direction to present findings for the current 
August Board meeting. She stated she did not recall the Board offering direction to the 
commission and noted that she would be comfortable waiting for more additional information 
and discussion at the level of the Traffic and Safety Commission before making a vote.   
 
Village Administrator Walsh stated that the Board approved a policy statement in April that 
directed the Commission to discuss the barriers at its May and July meetings, with the goal 
being a new recommendation. However, he stressed that the schedule is not firm and the 
process can be directed back to the Commission for further discussion if the Board chooses. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the possibility of tabling this item.  
 
Trustee Vazquez rescinded his Second to the motion as he is worried about potential arbitrary 
decisions.  
 
Village Attorney Malina provided clarification on the process of tabling.  

 
MOTION by Trustee Brennan to table this agenda item. Seconded by Trustee Vazquez.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked why the commission offered to remove these and not other installations. 
 
Director Loster provided clarification. 

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Johnson, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis. 
Absent: O’Connell 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes 
 
The meeting was paused for five minutes for a break. 
 
The meeting resumed and President Adduci addressed some comments from residents so far. 
Village Attorney Malina stated that the Village has jurisdiction over streets in town.  

 
8.UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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None. 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Authorizing the Execution of a Fourth Amendment to the Second Amended and 

Restated Redevelopment Agreement for Lake Street and Lathrop Avenue – Ordinance. 
 
Louise Mezzatesta gave public comment against the proposed authorization of the proposed 
redevelopment agreement. She asked that members of the audience who would also like the 
Village Board to vote no to raise their hand. Ms. Mezzatesta listed some of the issues 
surrounding the finances of the project and other various projects the developer has worked 
on. She suggested the Village discuss the earlier traffic issues with Oak Park. 
 
William Belke stated that he thinks that the Lake and Lathrop project is a failure and listed nine 
reasons that he felt proved his argument such as the financial issues and litigation issues 
surrounding the property. He also asked if there is a way the Village can publish how the TIF 
money was used for the project.  
 
Phyliss Rubin gave public comment against the proposed authorization of the redevelopment 
agreement. She referenced prior meetings and agreements the Village has had with the 
developers of Lake and Lathrop and asked why the Village Board has faith in making another 
agreement.  
 
Marika Panton made public comment against the proposed authorization of the redevelopment 
agreement and asked if any of the Village Board members have any sort of financial ties to the 
development.  
 
Lewis Rieck made public comment against the proposed authorization of the redevelopment 
agreement. He questioned the integrity of the development company and asked the Village to 
reconsider the agreement and pursue other developments.  
 
Chris Savaiano made public comment against the proposed authorization of the redevelopment 
agreement. He reported his car had been splashed with concrete from the project site. He asked 
that the Village Board make a dignified decision.  
 
Lawrence Garber reported moving recently to River Forest in 2020 and has liked his time in 
River Forest. He commented that he is not happy with the current state of the project and 
asked the Village consider finding a new developer or just starting over from scratch and 
making the site a park. 
 
Judith McDevitt made public comment against the proposed authorization of the 
redevelopment agreement. She reminded everyone about all the taxes that could have been 
drawn from this development site over the past years but have not been due to the lack of 
development. She asked if the Village is liable in this situation. 
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She remarked how well Downtown Oak Park looks compared to River Forest. Finally, she 
stated any Village Board member who runs for reelection and votes yes to the agreement, she 
will not vote for.  
 
Margie Cekander made public comment against the proposed authorization of the 
redevelopment agreement. She reported being unhappy with the items the Village has given up 
in the agreement and suggested that this is actually “Public-Private” development project due 
to usage of TIF funds and other government funds. She reminded everyone that many of the 
documents surrounding the project can be accessed on the Cook County Clerk’s website.  
 
President Adduci stated that Margie has already gone over her 5-minute allotted time period. 
 
Margie Cekander finished her comments by reminding everyone about the amount of public 
funds in the site.  
 
Angie Seder read into the record a statement from a resident who put money down on the 
property and then withdrew the funds. The resident stated that while they loved the Village, 
the lack of firm timeline from the developer made them revoke their funds. 
 
Ken Weise made public comment against the proposed authorization of the redevelopment 
agreement. He noted that the walkways around the development site are in disarray and 
reported concern about walking on the sidewalks during the winter months as many of the 
hazards will be hidden under snow.  

 
MOTION by Trustee O’Connell to Authorize the Execution of a Fourth Amendment to the 
Second Amended and Restated Redevelopment Agreement for Lake Street and Lathrop 
Avenue. Seconded by Trustee Johnson. 
 
Village Administrator Walsh gave a recap on the history of the development project and the 
property itself.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked for clarification surrounding owed property taxes for the property.  
 
Village Attorney Malina provided background on the property taxes.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if the sidewalk repair costs are included in this agreement. 
 
Village Administrator Walsh stated those repair costs are not included in this agreement.  
 
President Adduci invited the President of Sedgwick, Marty Paris, and the Director of Project 
Operations, Mark McKinney, up to the podium to field questions from the Board surrounding 
the property.  
 
Mr. McKinney gave background on the project and reported on the issues that caused the 
delays to the project. He reported that Sedgwick is committed to getting the project done per 
the August 2024 timeline provided to the Village Board. 
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Mr. McKinney reported that Sedgwick currently has 15 contracts and 2 pending contracts for 
sales in the building. He emphasized that many of the amenities in the condominiums are not 
common to the area such as single-story living, direct elevator access, and outdoor spaces. 
 
Mr. McKinney reported that many of the issues surrounding the property are due to actions by 
Wintrust Bank.  
 
Mr. McKinney also noted that Sedgwick is committed to having monthly meetings with the 
Village Board in the future. He also reported being aware of the issues with the sidewalk on 
Ashland. 
 
President Adduci asked Marty Paris to address the residents and Board. 
 
Marty Paris introduced himself to the Village Board and residents. He reported feeling strongly 
about the project and felt completing the project is important to the Village of River Forest. 
 
Mr. Paris commented that he felt the real estate market has embraced this project based on the 
number of sales and he feels as if this project will allow a new population of people to move 
into the Village. 
 
Mr. Paris also stated that they intend to finish the project within the 12-month permit extension. 
 
Mr. Paris reported that Sedgwick does have a significant financial hurdle to overcome to finish 
the project. He also stated that the funding for the project was stopped in November of 2022. 
Mr. Paris stated that if they cannot work with Wintrust, they do have backup lenders that are 
interested in funding the project.  
 
Mr. Paris noted that many of the key pieces of materials for the project have nearly completed 
what he refers to as the, “shop drawing” portion of construction.  
 
Trustee Johnson asked how Sedgwick plans to address the notice of foreclosure prior to the 
September 15th deadline. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that they will either find a new lender or work out an agreement with Wintrust. 
 
Trustee Johnson asked that Mr. Paris or Mr. McKinney  address the mechanic’s liens. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that the liens are due to the construction lender not funding the project. 
 
Trustee Johnson asked if they got a new loan, would that address the mechanic’s liens. 
 
Mr. Paris reported that while many of the mechanic’s liens are insured, a majority of the are 
approved and pending funding. 
 
Trustee Johnson noted that in his experiences mechanic’s liens are based on workers not 
receiving payment for their work. 
 
Mr. Paris reported that subcontractors use mechanic’s liens as a leverage play towards the 
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general contractor. 
 
Trustee Johnson expressed his disagreement with that statement.. 
 
Trustee Johnson asked what they planned to do regarding the property taxes. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that the property taxes will be paid once funding is secured. 
 
Trustee Johnson asked Mr. Paris why the Board and Village should believe a representative of 
Sedgwick will be present at future meetings. 
 
Mr. Paris stated because the meetings are in the agreement, thus Sedgwick will be present.  
 
Trustee Johnson commented that Sedgwick made the same promises during the last negotiation 
as well.   
 
Trustee O’Connell asked who the general contractor will be going forward with this project. 
 
Mr. Paris noted that it will be Alpha Construction Services.  
 
Trustee O’Connell asked if Alpha Construction services is part of Mr. Paris’ organization. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that Alpha is an affiliated entity. 
 
Trustee O’Connell asked if they plan to work through the winter. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that in general the construction will continue through the winter but that some 
aspects will be more difficult to complete during the winter season. 
 
Trustee O’Connell asked what would happen if Sedgwick did not receive the necessary 
financing for the project. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that they would have to determine what the next alternative is. 
 
Trustee Vazquez asked if the September 15th date was proposed by Sedgwick. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that the date was negotiated and talked through during discussions with the 
Village.  
 
Trustee Vazquez asked if Sedgwick agrees to that date. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that was one of the terms in the agreement. 
 
Trustee Vazquez asked if the new funding would cover the mechanic’s liens. 
 
Mr. Paris stated the liens would have to be addressed in the new funding. 
 
Trustee Vazquez asked that if Sedgwick cannot receive funding prior to the deadline, will they 
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return and ask for an additional extension. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that if they do not have financing by September 15th, they will act on the best 
plan to move the project forward.  
 
A discussion ensued between Trustee Vazquez and Mr. Paris on what would happen if 
Sedgwick could not secure the funding. 
 
Trustee Vazquez stated he is not inclined to agree to any further extensions after this agreement. 
 
Trustee Bachner reported that it has been difficult to receive any sort of information or updates 
surrounding the project from Sedgwick. She then asked that they reiterate what delays slowed 
down the project timeline. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that COVID, a concrete laborer’s strike, running into unmarked 
underground utilities, and issues with the financing all impacted the project timeline.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked why Sedgwick did not inform the Village Board about these delays as 
they could have informed the public.  
 
At this point, The Village Board room internet went down, and the meeting was halted while 
staff fixed the I.T. issues. During this time, the Village Board took a brief recess. 
 
The meeting was resumed and President Adduci asked Trustee Bachner to resume her 
questioning. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked for clarification regarding the dates on the project timeline provided to 
the Village as she felt that there was no accountability in the timeline.  
 
Mr. McKinney reported that there may have been a mix-up in the timeline shared with the 
Board and that if needed, the Board can reference the GANTT chart provided. 
 
Trustee Bachner commented that the dates provided are too vague and not definitive. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that to Sedgwick’s knowledge, no members of the Board are tied to this 
project financially.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked when Sedgwick first realized that they were not going to be able to finish 
the project in the allotted time. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that Sedgwick was in contact with the Village shortly before the August 
2023 deadline. 
 
Trustee Bachner reported that the Wednesday Journal published an article quoting Sedgwick 
stating that they knew they were not able to finish the project in April of 2023.   
 
Mr. McKinney reported yes, as that was a few months before the August deadline. 
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Trustee Bachner asked if Sedgwick knew it then, why were they not providing more 
information to the public surrounding the project. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that they were working through negotiation with the Village and the 
lender during this time. Due to this, he felt they were not able to give definitive answers due to 
the fluid situation.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked Staff when the Village was first informed that Sedgwick may not be able 
to finish the project in time. 
 
Village Administrator Walsh reported that as early as  August and September 2022 Village staff 
had been concerned about the lack of progress occurring and had reached out to Sedgwick to 
remind them about the August 2023 deadline.  
 
Village Attorney Malina reported that the developer, through its attorney, notified the Village 
that it would require an extension back in the Fall of 2022 but that this notification was not 
official. Mr. Malina stated that the Village informed Sedgwick that this would be a breach of 
the Redevelopment Agreement.  
 
Mr. Paris stated that he met with  Village officials on May 12th of 2023 to discus the project.  
 
Village Attorney Malina stated that this was the first time the Village discussed an extended 
timeline in addition to the settlement regarding outstanding fines. 
 
Mr. Paris added that he thought  April was when the Village and Sedgwick started having 
serious discussions surrounding the project. Mr. McKinney reported making note of having a 
meeting around that same time. 
 
Trustee Brennan stated that she was concerned that if the Board agreed to the extension, that 
the pattern displayed by Sedgwick of unpaid taxes, fines, and violations will continue. She also 
asked if Sedgwick would be willing to give an estimate of the taxes due on the property into an 
escrow so that the Village has the taxes. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that the current construction escrow has money allotted for around three years 
of taxes.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if that is the case, why are they not being paid on time. 
 
Mr. Paris stated it is because the bank has not funded the loan since November of 2022.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if Sedgwick could place the Village fine in an escrow as well. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that while those funds are not in an escrow, the payment of those funds is in 
the agreement before the Board. 
 
Trustee Brennan commented that she does not believe that the fines should be reduced for 
Sedgwick’s attendance at Village Board meetings.  
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Trustee Johnson asked when they expect the building to be closed so as to make it easier to 
work in the winter months. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated within the first quarter of next year. 
 
Trustee Gillis asked why the previous financial institution pulled out of the project. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that they are attempting to figure that out as well and that it may be a 
byproduct of a regional bank issue the entire county faced. 
 
Trustee Gillis asked if they expect the people who signed contracts to wait for the building to 
be completed. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated the total number of contracts signed over the course of the project is 
thirty-five but that currently up to seventeen contracts that are filled or in the process of being 
filled. 
 
Mr. Paris stated that they are obtaining around one contract per month.  
 
Trustee Gillis asked for clarification on the River North Project in downtown Chicago. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that the building is 14 stories and has 31 units and was originally marketed 
as a condominium building like the River Forest building. However, Mr. McKinney stated that 
for a variety of reasons they changed the property to rentals. 
 
Trustee Gillis asked how long the construction took for that project. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that the project was mostly delayed to due COVID and the total project 
time took around four to five years.  
 
President Adduci reminded residents and the trustees on the history of this project and 
development site, specifically the environmental problems that were discovered on the site that 
delayed development for years. 
 
President Adduci reminded everyone that it will not be easy for the Village to acquire a new 
developer for the site if they chose to not extend the permit as it will also involve the project 
lender Wintrust. 
 
President Adduci stated that she is in no way shape or form invested in this property.  
 
President Adduci stated that Sedgwick must manage the upkeep surrounding the property and 
that a failure to do so while have consequences. 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that he understood what President Adduci was saying. 
 
Trustee Bachner stated she was concerned that other members of the Board may be faced with 
having to vote on another extension in the future. She also stated she was worried that Sedgwick 
would not follow the agreement once the extension is granted. 
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Trustee Gillis asked for clarification on the earliest date Sedgwick could start construction on 
the property.  
 
President Adduci stated it was February of 2022 as prior to this they could not build due to the 
EPA clean up.  
 
Village Attorney Malina provided context on the difficulties the developer and the Village faced 
during Covid when dealing with the State and County.  
 
Trustee Vazquez commented that he is not involved in the Lake and Lathrop project. He also 
apologized to Trustee Johnson for mistaking some details about discussions they had. 
 
Trustee Vazquez also echoed the same sentiments that President Adduci made surrounding the 
EPA involvement with the property. Regarding the agreement itself, Trustee Vazquez stated 
that he felt the agreement before the Board is strong due to the defined dollar amounts and 
conditions listed in the agreement. He also reminded everyone that finding a new developer is 
not an easy task, especially if the property is involved in litigation between the developer and 
the lender.  
 
Trustee Bachner reported being frustrated with the continued extensions of supposed final 
deadlines. 
 
Trustee Brennan echoed the same concerns of Trustee Bachner. 
 
President Adduci asked Village Clerk Keller to take the vote. 

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Vazquez, Johnson, Gillis, O’Connell 
Absent: None 
Nays: Bachner, Brennan 
 
Motion Passes 

 
10. EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 
None 
 



VBOT August 28th, 2023 
 

 18 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

MOTION by Trustee O’Connell. Seconded by Trustee Gillis 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Gillis, Vazquez, Johnson, Brennan, Bachner, O’Connell. 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
The Village Board of Trustees Meeting adjourned at 11:40 p.m.  

 
 

_________________________________________     
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 



                   MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date:    September 1, 2023 
 
To:    Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
From:      Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:    Expenditures – August 2023 
 

 
Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from August 1‐31, 2023.  The total payments made for the period, including payrolls, are as follows: 
    

 
 
 
Requested Board Actions:   

1. Motion  to  Approve  the  August  2023  Accounts  Payable  and  Payroll  transactions  totaling 
$1,782,014.16. 
 
 

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED AUGUST 31, 2023

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 798,260.78$        475,916.02$    1,274,176.80$     
Water & Sewer Fund 02 356,811.31          51,890.35        408,701.66          
Motor Fuel Tax 03 -                      -                  -                      
Debt Service 05 -                      -                  -                      
Capital Equip Replacement 13 -                      -                  -                      
Capital Improvement Fund 14 85,229.65           -                  85,229.65           
TIF-Madison 31 6,196.55             -                  6,196.55             
TIF-North 32 6,141.55             -                  6,141.55             
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 1,567.95             -                  1,567.95             

  Total Village Expenditures 1,254,207.79$     527,806.37$    1,782,014.16$     

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: Matt Walsh – Village Administrator   

FROM: James O’Shea- Chief of Police 

DATE: September 6, 2023 

SUBJECT: August 2023 Monthly Report 
 
Crime Statistics 

 
The month of August 2023 indicated a 6% decrease in Group A (previously Part I) offenses in comparison 
to August 2022. There was a 1% increase in Group B (previously Part II) reported crimes compared to 
August 2022. A decrease in Burglary from Motor Vehicle and Theft incidents contributed to the decrease in 
Group A crimes. A decrease in Criminal Trespass contributed to the Group B increase.  We will continue to 
report any anomalies in data or statistics for the calendar year (2023).     

 
 Aug Aug Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 

2023 2022 +/- +/- 2023 2022 +/- +/- 
Group A* 16 22 -6 -27% 118 112 6 5% 

         
Group B** 87 86 1 1% 744 734 10 1% 

         
Reports*** 140 147 -7 -5% 1107 963  15% 

         
Events**** 1233 1090 143 13% 9437 7471 1966 26% 

 
*Group A (previously referred to Part I) Offenses include homicide, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated battery, burglary, 
theft, and motor vehicle theft. 
**Group B (previously referred to Part II) Offenses include simple battery, assault, criminal trespass, disorderly conduct, and all 
other misdemeanor and traffic offenses. 
***Reports (new category as of September 2015) include total number of reports written by officers during the month.  
****Events (new category as of September 2015) include all activities conducted by officers, including foot patrols, premise checks, 
traffic stops, and all other calls for service not included as Group A and Group B offenses. 
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Town Center 
 

The Police Department responded to seventy-three (73) calls for service at the Town Center properties in 
August 2023; of those calls there were ten (10) reported crimes, which included three (3) Retail Thefts, six (6) 
Panhandler/Criminal Trespass and one (1) Theft incident. There was a 2% decrease in calls for service in 
comparison to year-to-date 2022 statistics. In addition, there was a 25% decrease in Criminal Activity in 
comparison to year-to-date 2022 statistics.  

 

Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 

 Attended the Midwest Security and Police Conference and Expo on August 11, 2023. 

 Attended the Illinois Chief’s of Police Illinois Traffic Safety Challenge Awards on August 
11, 20023. The Department won first place in the Municipal Police Department category for 
agencies with 26-35 officers. 

 Met with communications equipment providers on August 16, 2023. 

 Hosted two (2) Department meetings on August 21 and 23, 2023, to meet with all personnel 
and share information and ideas. 

 Attended a SAFE-T Act Training session on August 22, 2023. 

 Hosted a luncheon for all Village Staff on August 23, 2023. 

 Attended a webinar led by AT&T FirstNet on August 24, 2023. 

 Met with Georgetown University Coordinator for Active Bystandership for Law 
Enforcement (ABLE) on August 29, 2023. 

 Attended SAFE-T Act Training session with the Cook County State’s Attorneys Office on 
August 30, 2023. 

 Attended the International Overdose Awareness Event at Scoville Park, in Oak Park, 
hosted by the Way Back Inn on August 31, 2023. 

 River Forest Police were awarded a $60,000 grant to apply toward the purchase of Body 
Worn Cameras by through the Bureau of Justice Administration Small, Rural, Tribal Grant 
Program. 

 The Department applied for funding of equipment and overtime expenses through the 
Illinois Attorney General’s Organized Retail Crime Grant program to aid in combatting 
Retail Theft crimes. 

 Officers continued their increased patrol and presence in areas of schools and special 
events throughout River Forest. 

 Officers increased traffic enforcement efforts at locations based on data-driven response to 
accidents and community member requests.  
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School and Community Support 
 

During this period, the SRO/CSO Division continued to focus on addressing safety and security concerns by 
meeting with community organizations, businesses, and schools. Some of these concerns included general 
traffic, construction related hazards, crime prevention, and personal safety related issues.   

 
Community Service Officer Parking Enforcement Activity Summary for August 2023 

 
August 2023 CSO BUS 
VIOLATION TYPE TICKETS WARNINGS
Time Limit 3 0 
No Parking Anytime 0 0 
Vehicle License 9 0 
Fire Lane/Hydrant 1 0 
Handicapped 1 0 
Resident Only Zone 0 0 
Permit Parking Only 4 4 
Daily Parking Fee Zone 0 0 
Expired Registration 0 0 
Other Parking Offense 2 0 
TOTAL 20 4 

 
Community Service Officer (CSO) Unit Patrol Activity Summary for August 2023 
 

 

ACTIVITY CSO BUS 
Bank/Metra 10 Assignments 

1.5 Hrs. 
Errands 9 Assignments 

4 Hrs. 
Local Ordinance 
Enforcement / Citations 

0 Assignments 
 0 Citations 

Parking Citations 20 Citations 
Fingerprinting 
Assignments 

3 Assignments 
40 Mins. 

Administrative Duties 2 Assignments 
1 Hr. 

Animal Calls 3 Assignments  
3 Hrs. 

Vehicle Service 18 Assignments  
11 Hrs. 
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Crossings 2 Assignments 
1 Hr. 

Bond Hearing / Court       7 Assignments  
11 Hrs. 

Other Assignments 8 Assignments 
5 Hrs. 

Adjudication / Red Light 
Hearing 

2 Assignments 
4.5 Hrs. 

Child Safety Seat 
Inspection/Install 

0 Assignments 
0 Hrs. 

Other Calls for Service  20 Assignments 
8.5 Hrs. 

 
School Resource/Community Service Officer Activity Summary for August 2023 

 
Written Reports 4  
Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 61  
I-Search, ICAC and Too Good For Drugs 
Activities 

N/A 

Calls for Service 10 
Other Assignments 17 Assignments 

12 Hrs. 
Special Assignments 39 Assignments 

103 Hrs. 
(See Below) 

 
During the month of August, Megan Drake was assigned as the new Crime Prevention Officer due to the 
promotion of Ben Ransom to the rank of Sergeant.  Ransom and Drake trained throughout the month of 
August and Drake is slowly starting to operate independently in her new position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofc. Megan Drake representing RFPD at the Brookfield Zoo First Responders Day on August 27, 2023. 
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School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for August 2023 
 
Sgt. Ransom / Ofc. Drake completed the following: 

 
 Completed Juvenile referral to township on 08/01/2023. 
 Assisted patrol with Evidence Technician duties on 08/01/2023.  
 Conducted Operation Chill patrol on 08/03/2023 – 8 coupons issued. 
 Conducted home security survey on 08/04/2023.  
 Ran Junior Citizen Police Academy 08/07/23-08/11/2023. 
 Conducted daily school premise checks during drop off and dismissal throughout the month. 
 Assisted Detectives in looking for offender on 08/14/2023.  
 Completed RF ID bracelet order on 08/14/2023. 
 Drake reassigned to patrol shift on 08/14/2023 and 08/15/2023.  
 Completed follow up and report (20-01017) on 08/15/2023. 
 Completed follow up, report and Thrive referral (20-01020) on 08/15/2023. 
 Followed up with Cyclebar regarding citizen complaints on 08/15/2023. 
 Assisted WEDGE Taskforce on 08/16/2023 and 08/17/2023. 
 Attended Metra Training on 08/16/2023. 
 Conducted investigation of crime tip report (23-01024) at St. Vincent Ferrer School on 08/17/2023. 
 Delivered RF ID bracelet order on 08/17/2023. 
 Attended regular court key on 08/18/2023. 
 Completed residential security survey on 08/18/2023. 
 Ordered River Forest bicycle stickers on 08/18/2023. 
 Drafted and mailed out Junior Citizen Police Academy thank you letters on 08/18/2023. 
 Attended department meeting on 08/21/2023 and 08/23/2023. 
 Mailed RFPD patch per request on 08/21/2023. 
 Attended safety meeting with Trailside on 08/21/2023. 
 Gave presentations to Concordia Campus Safety on 08/21/2023, 08/22/2023 and 08/23/2023. 
 Met with River Forest Library referencing Oak Park bomb threat on 08/22/2023. 
 Attended team building activity with Concordia Public Safety on 08/22/2023. 
 Attended Elmwood Park Public Works squad cleaning event on 08/22/2023. 
 Attended follow up meeting with St. Vincent Ferrer School on 08/22/2023. 
 Completed residential security survey on 08/22/2023. 
 Conducted bike patrol for school dismissal on 08/22/2023. 
 Assisted Ofc. Humphreys with creating prisoner board in Roll Call on 08/23/2023. 
 Attended additional follow up meeting with St. Vincent Ferrer School on 08/23/2023. 
 Drake covered street for patrol during department meeting on 08/23/2023. 
 Conducted bike patrol for school dismissal on 08/23/2023. 
 Attended +PYD Opioid Task Force Meeting on 08/24/2023. 
 Attended Secret Service Virtual Training on 08/24/2023. 
 Researched information for bike helmet campaign on 08/24/2023. 
 Attended safety meeting with Har Zion on 08/25/2023. 
 Met with RF Chocolates on 08/25/2023 referencing bicycle helmet campaign. 
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 Attended meeting with RFOP Township on 08/25/2023. 
 Attended meeting for Bike Safety event at Lincoln School on 08/25/2023. 
 Attended First Responders Day at Brookfield Zoo at had approximately 250 people visit our booth on 

08/27/2023. 
 Completed a wheel lock order on 08/28/2023. 
 Created coupon and flyer for bike helmet campaign on 08/28/2023. 
 Attended meeting with D & R Press for multiple orders on 08/28/2023. 
 Conducted bike patrol for school dismissal on 08/28/2023. 
 Attended Secret Service Preventing Targeted Violence training on 08/29/2023. 
 Completed RF ID bracelet order on 08/30/2023. 
 Attended I-SEARCH meeting on 08/30/2023. 
 Called participants and updated RF ID bracelet registration information on 08/31/2023. 
 Scheduled Too Good For Drugs classes with St. Luke’s, Grace Lutheran, and St. Vincent Ferrer on 

08/31/2023. 
 Visited/toured Lincoln, Willard, and Roosevelt on 08/31/2023. 
 Scheduled meeting with RFCC in reference to follow up for 23-01101 on 08/31/2023. 
 Attended International Overdose Awareness Day event in Oak Park on 08/31/2023. 

 
UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for September 2023 

 
Ofc. Drake will: 
 

 Attend Interviewing Juveniles training on 09/07/2023. 
 Conduct Bike Safety Event at Lincoln School on 09/07/2023 and 09/08/2023. 
 Attend safety meeting at Grace Lutheran on 09/08/2023. 
 Attend School Resource Officer training 09/11/2023-09/15/2023. 
 Attend in-service training on 09/25/2023. 
 Opioid Task Force meeting on 09/28/2023.  
 Conduct Lockdown drill at Roosevelt on 08/07/2023. 
 Assist WEDGE Task Force on 09/12/2023.  
 Attend Positive Youth Development meeting on 09/13/2023.  
 Attend M-Team meeting on 09/21/2023.  

 
Sgt. Grill will: 
 
 Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload. 
 Implement surveillance camera expansion project. 
 Work on possible grant application opportunities. 
 Plan special events and complete permit reviews and approvals. 
 Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests. 
 Assist with Information Technology projects. 
 Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used in 

police response and criminal investigations. 
 Manage various grant activities and applications. 
 Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment. 
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 Assist with Red Light Enforcement system. 
 Continue to support CSO Bus. 
 Work with Officer Drake to support the transition into her new role.  
 
CSO Bus will: 
 Monitor parking issues near the various schools. 
 Assist with Child Safety Seat Installations  
 Enforce any/all new regulated parking zones. 
 Monitor crossing guard performance and presence. 
 Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center. 
 Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and Handicapped 

Parking Only Areas etc. 
 Assist with Court records communications. 
 Assist with Animal Control. 
 Administer traffic control services during Fire and Police related events. 
 Continue to utilize the Automated License Plate Reader to increase efficiency and effectiveness of parking 

enforcement efforts to gain better community compliance. 
 Parking Enforcement areas of focus: 000 Lathrop hourly parking and the CVS Permit areas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sergeant Ransom with Officers Drake and Humphreys 
on Bike Patrol. 

Officer Drake rewarding a young cyclist for 
wearing her helmet while on Bike Patrol. 

Illinois State 
Representative La 
Shawn Ford with 
Deputy Chief 
Greenwood, Cmdr. 
Swierczynski, Sgt. 
Grill and Ofc. Drake at 
the International 
Overdose Awareness 
Day in Oak Park on 
August 31, 2023. 
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Active Solicitor Permits 

Individual or Organization Description Expires 
Starshell, LLC (DBA Perun Roofing) Roofing Company 06/21/2024 

 
 

Budget and Fiscal Monitoring 
 

Aug 1 – Aug 31, 2023 
August is the fourth month of Fiscal Year 2024. There was a 34% decrease in overtime costs in 
comparison to August 2023. Overtime costs were reduced by 44% YTD comparing Fiscal Year 2024 to Fiscal 
Year 2023.  
 
Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Policing/Crime Prevention Activities: 

 Officers conducted additional patrols and premise checks in the business districts, parks, and school 
play areas. 

 Officers conducted numerous traffic missions in locations that have been identified as priorities based 
on traffic crash data and citizen requests. 

 Officers attended numerous block parties throughout the month. 
 Officers completed 87.5 hours of bike patrol during the month of August.  
 Officers participated in “Operation Chill” to encourage juveniles to were bicycle helmets.  

 
Directed Patrols/ Traffic Enforcement 
 
The Midnight Shift focused enforcement in the area of North Avenue. The Dayshift was assigned traffic 
enforcement missions on Thatcher Avenue. The Afternoon Shift conducted enforcement missions on Harlem 
Avenue, Madison Street, Thatcher Avenue and North Avenue.  
 
The Midnight Shift made seventy-six (76) stops, issued eighty-one (81) citations and twenty-six (26) warnings. 
The shift made eight (8) traffic arrests and six (6) vehicles were administratively towed during enforcement 
missions this month. 
 

Category Total # 
Paid FY23 
8/23 

Total # Paid 
FY23 
Y-T-D 

Expenditure/ 
Revenue FY23 
8/23 

FY23 Y-T-D 
Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 
Citations 

393 1553 $15, 301 $69, 222 

Admin. Tows 19 94 $9, 500 $47, 000 
Local Ordinance  17 34 $257 $1, 811 
Overtime 171.5 hrs. 616.5 hrs. $11, 690 $51, 221 
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The Dayshift made forty (40) stops with seventeen (17) citations and twenty-six (26) warnings issued. The shift 
recorded one (1) traffic-related arrest during enforcement missions this month. One (1) vehicle was 
administratively towed. 
 
The Afternoon shift made one hundred and eight (108) stops with seventy-seven (77) citations and forty-three 
(43) warnings issued during traffic enforcement missions. The shift recorded three (3) traffic-related arrests and 
one (1) administrative tow. 
 
The Traffic unit made nine (9) stops with fourteen (14) citations issued during Traffic Enforcement Missions 
and completed five (5) criminal arrests. The traffic unit completed numerous hours of bicycle patrol 
throughout the month. The officer assigned to the unit was reassigned to patrol on numerous days during the 
month. 
 
Notable Events and Arrests: 
 
23-00891/23-00965  Theft under $500 
On August 1, 2023 4:37PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to 615 Lathrop Avenue for the bike theft 
suspect that returned to the area.  River Forest officers located the subject, a 51 year old male Chicago resident.  
The subject was positively identified as the offender in a bicycle theft that occurred at 615 Lathrop Avenue on 
July 31st and later determined to be the offender in a bicycle theft that occurred at 7223 Oak Avenue on July 
18th.  The offender was transported to the station for processing and charged with two counts of misdemeanor 
theft under $500.  The offender was unable to post bond and was transported to the Maybrook courthouse for 
his bond hearing.  
 
23-00971  Retail Theft     
On August 3, 2023 1:00 PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to the Jewel located at 7525 Lake St for the 
retail theft in-progress. The described retail theft suspect was located in Forest Park. The suspect, a 39 year old 
male Park Ridge resident, was positively identified as the retail theft offender and the merchandise totaling 
$287.93 was returned to the store.  The offender was transported to the station for processing, charged with 
retail theft, given a misdemeanor court date, and released on bond. 
 
23-00981  Driving Under the Influence 
On August 5, 2023 around 3:07AM, a River Forest on general patrol near Lake Street and Harlem Avenue 
observed a vehicle traveling 52mph on Harlem Avenue. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 28 year old 
male from Chicago, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, 
and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  He was also charged with Obstructing a Police 
Officer for providing false identification during his arrest.  He was processed and later released on bond.  
 
23-00998  Manufacturing/Delivery Controlled Substance 
On August 9, 2023 around 2:41PM, a River Forest Tactical officer was driving in the 7200 block of Division St 
when he observed a hand-to hand drug transaction between two 16 year old male River Forest Juveniles. One 
of the juveniles, was subsequently stopped in a vehicle a short distance away where (5) grams of a controlled 
substance was recovered (psychedelic mushrooms). The juvenile was taken into custody and charged with 
possession of a controlled substance and was petitioned to Juvenile Court. Upon further investigation the other 
juvenile was identified and later arrested the following day. The male juvenile was subsequently charged with 
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Manufacture or delivery with intent to deliver a controlled substance. The male juvenile was the subsequently 
transported to the Cook County juvenile detention center. 
 
23-01003  Outside Agency Arrest Warrant 
On August 10, 2023 around 8:59PM, a River Forest officer was conducting traffic enforcement in the 7900 block 
of Madison Street and conducted a traffic stop.  The officer determined the driver, a 46 year old male Chicago 
resident, had a valid Kane County warrant for contempt of court.  The driver was arrested and transported to 
the station for processing.  The driver posted bond and was released with a Kane County court date. 
 
23-01008  Driving While License Suspended 
On August 12, 2023 around 12:42AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near North Avenue and Lathrop 
Avenue observed a vehicle driving with only headlight and a suspended license plate.  The vehicle was 
stopped and the driver, a 49 year old male from Chicago, was found to be driving despite never having been 
issued a license, and also with a suspended driving record, with six suspensions for mandatory insurance 
violations and failure to appear at court after a previous traffic offense.  He was arrested for Driving While 
License Suspended, processed, and later released on bond.   
 
23-01010  Driving Under the Influence 
On August 12, 2023 around 1:33AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near North Avenue and Harlem 
Avenue observed a vehicle weaving.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 28 year old male from 
Maywood, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was 
arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  He was processed and later released on bond. 
 
23-01012  Driving While License Suspended & Outside Agency Arrest Warrant 
On August 12, 2023 around 8:00PM, a River Forest officer was conducting traffic enforcement on Lake Street 
and conducted a traffic stop.  The officer determined the driver, a 29 year old female Chicago resident, had a 
suspended driver’s license and an outstanding Kane County warrant.  The driver was arrested and transported 
to the station for processing.  The driver posted bond on both charges and was released with Cook and Kane 
County court dates. 
 
23-01014  Criminal Trespass to Real Property 
On August 13, 2023 around 7:38PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to Panera Bread located at 7349 Lake 
Street for the disturbance in-progress.  The responding officers could not locate the disturbance, but the 
employee advised there was a suspicious person in the bathroom.  The subject was located exiting the 
bathroom stall, and the officer immediately recognized the subject as being previously trespassed from the 
property.  The subject, a 27 year old male Chicago resident, was arrested on signed complaints for criminal 
trespass to real property.  The subject was transported to the station for processing.  The subject was given a 
misdemeanor court date and released on bond.  
 
23-01018  Outside Agency Arrest Warrant X 2 
On August 15, 2023 around 10:50AM, a River Forest bicycle patrol officer observed a subject obstructing the 
roadway and panhandling in the intersection of Harlem Avenue and Lake Steet. The subject, a 37 year old 
female Dekalb resident, was previously warned not to solicit in the roadway and obstruct traffic.  The officer 
determined the subject had two outstanding Dekalb warrants for theft and possession of a controlled 
substance.  The subject was arrested and extradited to the Dekalb County Jail. 
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23-01021  Possession of Controlled Substance & Outside Agency Arrest Warrant 
On August 15, 2023 around 7:25PM, a River Forest officer received a direct call from a Town Center security 
officer advising there was a subject concealing merchandise in the Walgreens located at 7251 Lake Street.  The 
officer responded to the area and observed the subject concealing items while inside the Walgreens.  The 
subject, a 39 year old male Maywood resident, was detained inside the store and it was determined the subject 
had an outstanding Cook County warrant for criminal damage to property.  The subject was arrested and 
transported to the station for processing.  A custodial search revealed various items of drug paraphernalia and 
2.2 grams of a white powder which field tested positive for fentanyl.  The subject was charged with the Cook 
County warrant, misdemeanor possession of drug paraphernalia, and felony possession of a controlled 
substance.  The subject was unable to post bond and was transported to the Maybrook courthouse for his bond 
hearing. 
 
23-01030  Outside Agency Arrest Warrant X3 
On August 17, 2023 around 2:11PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to 402 Franklin Avenue to meet a 
complainant.  The complainant advised his mother was in the bathroom and had several outstanding warrants.  
The complainant allowed officers to enter his home for the purpose of arresting his mother.  The subject, a 47 
year old female Wood Dale resident, was located inside the home and it was determined she had three 
outstanding DuPage County warrants.  The subject was arrested and transported to the station for processing.  
The subject was unable to post bond and was extradited to the DuPage County Jail. 
 
23-01031  Outside Agency Juvenile Arrest Warrant 
On August 18, 2023 around 3:11PM, River Forest units were dispatched to 8020 Madison Street for the 
suspicious person attempting to gain entry to the witness’s vehicle.  A juvenile subject, 16 year old male 
Bellwood resident, matching the description was located in the 200 block of Gale Avenue.  It was determined 
the juvenile subject only attempted to gain entry to the vehicles in the parking lot.  However, the juvenile 
subject did have an outstanding Cook County juvenile warrant for armed robbery.  The juvenile was arrested 
and transported to the station for processing.  The juvenile’s guardian was notified, and the juvenile was 
extradited to the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center. 
 
23-01033  Driving Under the Influence 
On August 18, 2023 around 1:45AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Lake Street and Lathrop 
Avenue observed a vehicle with a suspended license plate. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 43 year 
old male from Chicago, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol. He was processed and later released on 
bond.  
 
23-01036  Retail Theft/Criminal Trespass to Real Property 
On August 18, 2023 around 4:29 PM, the River Forest tactical unit observed a suspicious subject carry an empty 
back pack into the Jewel located at 7525 Lake St.  The tactical officer observed the subject conceal merchandise 
in the backpack and exit the store without purchasing the items.  The subject, a 54 year old male Chicago 
resident, was arrested for retail theft and it was determined the subject had previously received a criminal 
trespass warning.  The stolen merchandise valued at $156.67 was returned to the store and the subject was 
transported to the station for processing.  A custodial search of the subject revealed he possessed an item of 
drug paraphernalia.  The subject was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia, criminal trespass to real 
property, and retail theft.  The subject was given a misdemeanor court date and released on bond. 
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23-01037/23-01039  Battery & Disorderly Conduct 
On August 18, 2023 around 6:46PM, River Forest units were dispatched to Keystone Avenue and Augusta 
Avenue for a suspicious auto with occupants shooting pedestrians with an Orbeez gun.  River Forest units 
received additional calls and eventually located the suspect vehicle.  The tactical unit conducted a stop on the 
vehicle and observed Orbeez guns inside the vehicle in plain view.  The two juvenile occupants, both 16 year 
old male River Forest residenta, were arrested and transported to the station for processing.  The juveniles’ 
parents were notified and responded to the station.  The two juveniles were each issued a total of six local 
ordinance violations for the three victims of battery and disorderly conduct.  The juveniles were cited, given an 
administrative hearing date, and released to their parents. 
 
23-001043 Retail Theft / Criminal Trespass / Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 
On August 19, 2023 around 10:16AM, River Forest units responded to 7245 Lake (Whole Foods) for a banned 
subject, a 27 year old male from Chicago, committing a retail theft. An Oak Park Sergeant detained the subject 
at 417 Harlem Avenue (Old Navy). A show up was conducted, and the male and the theft proceeds were 
positively identified. A search of the male, incident to arrest, yielded drug paraphernalia with a white 
powdery residue. The male was transported to the station where he was processed and charged with retail 
theft, criminal trespass, and possession of drug paraphernalia. He was later released on bond.   
 
23-01044  Retail Theft/Outside Agency Arrest Warrant 
On August 19, 2023 around 5:59PM, the River Forest tactical unit observed a suspicious subject carrying a back 
pack into the Jewel located at 7525 Lake St.  The tactical officer observed the subject enter the Jewel and almost 
immediately exit with a large bulge in the subject’s hoody pocket.  The tactical officer observed the subject 
remove merchandise from the hoody pocket and conducted an investigatory stop. The subject, a 46 year old 
male Oak Park resident, admitted to stealing the merchandise and having a DuPage County warrant.  The 
items were returned to Jewel and the subject was issued a criminal trespass warning.  The subject was arrested 
for the outstanding DuPage County possession of a controlled substance warrant and extradited to the DuPage 
County Jail. 
 
23-01045  Driving Under the Influence 
On August 20, 2023 around 5:37AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near North Avenue 
and Lathrop Avenue observed a vehicle with an expired license plate traveling 65mph.  The vehicle was 
stopped and the driver, a 36 year old male from Chicago, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, 
failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  He was 
also found to be in possession of an amount of Cannabis in excess of legal possession limits and was charged 
with Unlawful Possession of Cannabis.  He was processed and later released on bond. 
 
23-01048  Retail Theft / Resisting a Police Officer 
On August 20, 2023 around 2:00PM, a River Forest unit was conducting a premise check at 7525 Lake Street 
(Jewel) and observed a 36 year old male from Chicago and an unknown female exhibiting behavior consistent 
with that of a retail theft offender. The officer stopped the male subject when he exited Jewel with a shopping 
cart full of items that were determined to be proceeds from a retail theft. The offender attempted to flee the 
scene and after a short foot pursuit officers took him in custody.  The female subject fled the scene and was 
never identified. The male was charged with retail theft and resisting a police officer. He was later released 
from the station on bond. 
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23-01051  No Valid Driver’s License  
On August 21, 2023 around 3:15AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Harlem Avenue and Division 
Street observed a vehicle driving on Harlem with an expired and suspended license plate.  The vehicle was 
stopped and the driver, a 48 year old male from Chicago, was found to be driving despite never having been 
issued a driver’s license. He was arrested for Driving with No Valid Driver’s License, processed, and later 
released on bond.  
 
23-01056            Unlawful Use of a Weapon  
On August 22, 2023 around 1:58PM, a River Forest stopped a vehicle on 7900 Augusta for a traffic violation. 
While interviewing the driver, a 38 year old female from Chicago, the officer learned that she had a gun in the 
front-passenger compartment of the vehicle and did not possess a valid Concealed Carry License. The female 
was arrested and transported to the station where she was charged with Aggravated Unlawful Use of a 
Weapon and traffic violations.  She was later transported to Maybrook for bond hearing. 
 
23-01057  Theft under $500 
On August 22, 2023 around 2:44 PM, a River Forest officer took a report for a bicycle theft at Panera Bread 
located at 7321 Lake St. On August 22nd, 2023 9:56 PM, River Forest units were dispatched to 7907-E North 
Avenue for a domestic disturbance.  River Forest units arrived, and the parties were separated outside.  The 
juvenile subject, 16 year old male from River Forest, was still in possession of the stolen bicycle from Panera 
Bread.  The juvenile was arrested and transported to the station for processing.  The juvenile was charged with 
misdemeanor theft, petitioned to juvenile court, and released to his mother. 
 
23-01063  No Valid Driver’s License  
On August 23, 2023 around 4:52AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near North Avenue 
and Lathrop Avenue observed a vehicle traveling 50mph. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 20 year 
old female from Chicago, was found to be driving despite never having been issued a driver’s license. She was 
arrested for Driving with No Valid Driver’s License, processed, and later released on bond. 
 
23-01072  Obstructing/Soliciting in the Roadway  
On August 25, 2023 around 1:24 PM, a River Forest bicycle patrol officer observed a subject obstructing the 
roadway and panhandling in the intersection of Harlem Avenue and Lake Street.  The subject, a 36 year old 
female from Elk Grove Village, was arrested and cited for soliciting and obstructing the roadway.  The subject 
was given a misdemeanor court date and released on scene. 
 
23-01074  Retail Theft 
On August 25, 2023 around 3:36 PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to the Jewel located at 7525 Lake 
Street for the retail theft in-progress. The described retail theft suspect was located in the 7400 block of Lake 
Street. The suspect, a 41 year old male Carol Stream resident, was positively identified as the retail theft 
offender and the merchandise totaling $59.98 was returned to the store.  The offender was transported to the 
station for processing, charged with retail theft, given a misdemeanor court date, and released on bond. 
 
23-01075  Driving Under the Influence 
On August 26, 2023 around 1:39AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Lake Street and Harlem 
Avenue observed a vehicle weaving, tailgating and disregard a traffic light. The vehicle was stopped and the 
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driver, a 29 year old male from Chicago, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized 
Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  He was processed and later 
released on bond.  
 
23-01079/ 23-01088 Felony Aggravated Assault/ Resisting Arrest/Aggravated Battery 
On August 28, 2023 around 7:02AM, River Forest units were dispatched to the 700 block of Lathrop Avenue for 
a vagrant sleeping on a resident’s front porch. Officers arrived at the residence and attempted to speak with 
the subject, a 34 year old male from Chicago. The subject clenched his fists and verbally threatened to harm the 
officers, and then quickly advanced toward the officers. The subject resisted arrest while being placed in 
custody. Drug paraphernalia was located on his person. During his time at the station, the subject continued 
being combative with officers during booking procedures and spat on 3 officers. He was ultimately charged 
with aggravated assault to a police officer, resisting arrest, aggravated battery to a police officer, and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. He was transported to Maybrook for bond hearing.  
 
23-01089  Soliciting in the Roadway /Outside Agency Arrest Warrant 
On August 28, 2023 around 6:29 PM, a River Forest officer observed a subject obstructing the roadway and 
panhandling in the intersection of Harlem Avenue and Lake Street.  The subject, a 29 year old male Chicago 
resident, provided a false name and attempted to flee the stop.  The subject was apprehended and identified.  
The subject was determined to have a Cook County warrant for Manufacturing/Delivering Fentanyl.  The 
subject was arrested and transported to the station for processing.  A custodial search revealed an item of drug 
paraphernalia.  The subject was charged with soliciting in the roadway, obstructing street traffic, obstructing 
identification, resisting arrest, possession of drug paraphernalia, and the felony Cook County warrant.  The 
subject was unable to post bond and was transported to the Maybrook courthouse for his bond hearing.  
 

The following chart summarizes and compares the measured activity for all three patrol watches during the 
month of August 2023:  
 

 Midnights 
2230-0630  

Day Watch 
0630-1430 

Third Watch 
1430-2230 

Traffic & 
Tactical Unit 

Criminal Arrests 0 11 14 5 
Warrant Arrests 0 1 11 0 
D.U.I Arrests 6 0 0 0 
Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 7 6 9 2 
Hazardous Moving Violations 107 53 106 8 
Compliance Citations 81 47 31 6 
Parking Citations 393 23 2 0 
Traffic Stop Data Sheets 202 118 167 9 
Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 2 2 14 0 
Field Interviews 14 6 27 4 
Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 711 291 340 27 
Written Reports 39 50 82 0 
Administrative Tows 11 2 7 0 
Booted vehicles 2 0 1 0 
Sick Time used (in days) 6 3 1 0 
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Detective Division 
 

Detective Sergeant Labriola worked thirteen (13) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Zermeno worked twenty-three (23) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was assigned as a supervisor for the WEDGE Task Force for one day. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was activated by WESTAF as a supervisor for one homicide in Melrose Park. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola attended a three-day Street Crimes Program Class. 
 
Detective Zermeno was assigned to the WEDGE Task Force for two days. 
 
During the month of August, the Detective Unit completed numerous online mandated continuous 
educational courses.  
 
During the month of August, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed seven (7) cases for potential follow-up. 
Of those cases, two (2) were cleared by an arrest, two (2) were exceptionally cleared, and three (3) are still 
active.  The Unit also continued to investigate open cases from previous months, as well as assisted the Patrol 
Division in cases reported in the month of August.   
 

Year to Date Arrest Statistics 
 

Quantity Arrested # Felony  
Charges 

# Misdemeanor 
Charges 

# Warrants 

 24 18 10 6 
 

August 2023 Case Assignment Summary 
 

Part I # Cases Cleared by 
Arrest 

Adm 
Closed 

Screen 
Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Burglary 1 1     
 

  
Burglary-Motor Vehicle 1      1   

Motor Vehicle Theft 1     1 
 

  
Theft Under $500 1 1     

 
  

Part I Total 4 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Part II # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 
Adm 

Closed 
Screen 

Out 
Susp Except 

Clear 
Pend Refer Unfound 

Fleeing and Eluding 2  
 

   2   
Hit & Run 1     1 

 
 

 

Part II Total 3 0 0 0 0       1 2 0 0 

TOTALS 7 2 0 0 0 2 3 0 1 
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August 2023 Juvenile Arrests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Investigations 
 
23-00804  Hit & Run 
On June 29, 2023, at approximately 7:00PM, a River Forest Officer took a report of a person who related that at 
approximately 5:15PM, she was involved in a motor vehicle accident where the other party left the scene prior 
to exchanging any information. The reporting party took a photograph of the vehicle that struck her vehicle. 
Investigators located the offending vehicle and towed it with an administrative hold. This case was 
exceptionally cleared. 
 
23-00963  Burglary from Motor Vehicle 
On July 31, 2023, at 11:06AM, a River Forest Officer responded to a residence in the 800 block of Franklin for a 
Burglary from Motor Vehicle report. The resident related that between July 30, 2023, at 11:00PM, and July 31, 
2023, at 11:00AM, unknown offender(s) shattered the window of her vehicle parked in the driveway and 
rummaged through the inside of the vehicle taking coins and a $20 bill. A canvass of the neighborhood was 
conducted, and an offending vehicle can be observed but was unable to be identified. This case is pending 
results from the Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center in Chicago.   
 
23-00965  Theft Under $500 
On July 31, 2023, at 5:47PM, a River Forest Officer took a stolen bicycle report which occurred earlier in the day 
at the River Forest Tennis Club located at 615 Lathrop. On August 1, 2023, at 4:37PM the subject, a 51 year old 
male from Chicago, returned to the area and was taken into custody. The offender provided a statement that 
he was the offender who took a bicycle on July 18, 2023, in the same area under River Forest Police Report 23-
00891.  Both cases were cleared by an arrest.  
 
23-00999  Fleeing and Eluding 
On August 10, 2023, at 12:56AM, a River Forest Officer attempted to stop a vehicle in the 700 block of Harlem 
Avenue for an Illinois Vehicle Code Violation. The vehicle fled, and the officer did not pursue.  The officer 
obtained the vehicle’s license plate and investigators have searched for the vehicle with negative results.  This 
case is pending.  
 
 
 

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 

Battery  2   
Disorderly Conduct  2   
Manufacture & Delivery of a 
Controlled Substance 

  1  

Possession of a Controlled Substance   1  
Theft   1  
Warrant   1  

Total (8) 0 4 4 0 
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23-01000  Motor Vehicle Theft 
On August 10, 2023, at 5:56AM, a River Forest Officer responded to the 7300 block of North Avenue in 
reference to a motor vehicle theft report. The resident related that on August 10, 2023, between 4:45AM and 
5:30AM, an unknown person took his motor vehicle and may have used the spare key that was in the wheel 
well. Investigators located his vehicle in Chicago, and this case was exceptionally cleared. 
 
23-01007  Burglary 
On August 11, 2023, at 3:17PM, River Forest Officers responded to the 7600 block of Vine in reference to a 
burglary that just occurred. A witness related that an offender removed two bicycles from a garage. The 
witness obtained the license plate of the offending vehicle, and investigators identified a suspect who was 
identified in a photo lineup by the witness. On August 16, 2023, investigators and members of the WEDGE 
Task Force, located the 22 year old male from Chicago, arrested him, recovered the bicycles, and towed his 
vehicle with an administrative hold. This case was cleared by an arrest.   
 
23-01029  Hit & Run 
On August 17, 2023, at 1:53PM, a River Forest Officer responded to a hit and run accident that occurred at Park 
and Oak. Investigators determined that the driver of the at fault vehicle attempted to provide information, but 
the victim driver did not accept. The victim driver related he was returning to Canada where he resides and no 
longer wanted to pursue the incident. This case was exceptionally closed. 
 
23-01062  Fleeing and Eluding 
On August 23, 2023, at 2:46AM, a River Forest Officer attempted to stop a vehicle for an Illinois Vehicle Code 
Violation in the 7200 block of Central. The vehicle fled, and the officer did not pursue. Investigators have 
attempted to locate the vehicle with negative results. This case is still pending. 
 
Old Investigations 
 
23-00856  Criminal Trespass to Building 
On August 25, 2023, the offender, a 45 year old male from Chicago was taken into custody and charged with 
Criminal Trespass. This case was cleared by an arrest. 
 
23-00943 Fleeing and Eluding 
On August 9, 2023, investigators located the offending vehicle, that was wanted by the Department, in 
Chicago. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold and this case was exceptionally cleared. 
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Training 
During the month of August 2023, twenty-four (25) officers/civilian employees attended different training 
classes for a total of one-hundred and ninety-four and one-half (194.5) hours of training. The Department 
members, courses, and total number of hours included in the courses are detailed below. 

 
Officer Course Start End Hours 
Barcenas TASER Initial Training 8/31/2023 8/31/2023 8 
Barcenas Metra Train Emergency Preparedness 8/16/2023 8/16/2023 3 
Bradley PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Bradley PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Casarez PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Cassidy PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Catalano PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Catalano PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Coleman TASER Initial Training 8/31/2023 8/31/2023 8 
Coleman Advanced SFST and DWI Detection 8/23/2023 8/23/2023 8.5 
Cortes PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Czernik PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Czernik PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Dosen PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Drake Ground Fighting Escaping Neck Restraints 8/3/2023 8/4/2023 17 
Drake PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Drake Metra Train Emergency Preparedness 8/17/2023 8/17/2023 3 
Drake Targeted Community Violence Prevention 8/29/2023 8/29/2023 6.5 
Fries PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Gonzalez PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Gonzalez Metra Train Emergency Preparedness 8/17/2023 8/17/2023 3 
Grill PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Humphreys Police Urban Rifle/Carbine Tactical Skills 8/15/2023 8/17/2023 25.5 
Humphreys PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Humphreys PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Labriola Street Crimes Program 8/21/2023 8/23/2023 25.5 
Labriola PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Landini PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Lenz PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Lenz PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Mika Vehicle Stops: Focus on Officer Safety 8/31/2023 8/31/2023 8.5 
Mika PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Mika PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Murillo PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Niemann PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
O'Shea Targeted Community Violence Prevention 8/29/2023 8/29/2023 6.5 
Ransom Metra Train Emergency Preparedness 8/17/2023 8/17/2023 3 
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Officer Course Start End Hours 
Ransom Targeted Community Violence Prevention 8/29/2023 8/29/2023 6.5 
Schrader PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Swierczynski PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Swierczynski PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Swierczynski Targeted Community Violence Prevention 8/29/2023 8/29/2023 6.5 
Tagle Frontline Leadership for Police Officers 8/25/2023 8/25/2023 8.5 
Tagle De-Escalation Strategies for Encounters 8/3/2023 8/4/2023 17 
Tagle PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Zermeno PLI July 2023 Monthly Legal Update 7/10/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Zermeno PLI August 2023 Monthly Legal Update 8/1/2023 8/31/2023 1 
Total Hours    194.5 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
DATE:  September 11, 2023 
 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
FROM:  Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services  

 
SUBJECT: Public Works and Development Services Report – August 2023 
  
Executive Summary 
In the month of August, the Department of Public Works and Development Services staff continued 
summer operations, with an emphasis on tree removal and stump backfilling, as well as sewer jetting 
and televising, street sweeping, and tree trimming. Staff finalized a grant through DCEO to fund Phase1 
engineering of the Harlem Avenue Bridge and began work as part of the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus’ 
Electric Vehicle Readiness Cohort. Also, an additional resident meeting was held at the request of the 
Village Board to solicit feedback regarding the Village’s Stormwater Master Plan.  
 
In August, the Sustainability Commission worked on the following items: 

• The Commission voted to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees to approve an 
ordinance prohibiting the use of polystyrene foodware. 

• Commissioners finalized Strategic Plan working group assignments and began work, with 
the Renewable Energy working group of Commissioners Lennon and Veazie already meeting 

• Continued resident communication and education about sustainability items. 

Public Works - Engineering 
• Conducted monthly Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) inspection. 
• Continued to coordinate Geographic Information System (GIS) improvements through the 

Village’s consultant (MGP). 
• Continued administration of the Village’s utility-related subsidy programs: Lead Service Line 

Replacement, Sewer Backflow Prevention and Sewer Lateral Repair. 
• Annual Street Patching program was completed.  
• Completed inspection of deteriorated sidewalk pads throughout the entire Village for later 

budgeting purposes.   
• Annual Manhole Lining And Manhole Bench Repairs completed 
• Began work on the Village Hall Roof (Apparatus Bay) Repairs Project           

 
Public Works – Operations 
The following is a summary of work orders (streets, forestry, water, sewer, etc.) that were received and 
processed during the past month:     
 

Work Orders Total Completed w/ 7 days 
Tree Trimming/Inspection Requests 14 13 
Street Light Repairs 3 3 
Other Requests 5 5 
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Water and Sewer 
Monthly Pumpage: August’s average daily pumpage of 1,563,458 gallons is higher than August’s 
average of 1,538,142 in 2022.  
 
Volume of Water Pumped into the Distribution System (Million Gallons): 

In August, the Water Department completed monthly maintenance at the pump station, repaired meter 
route issues, and notified residents and businesses of backflow violations. The lead and copper 
sampling program was completed. A water main break occurred on 8/8 on Bonnie Brae in front of 
Grace Lutheran School; Suburban General completed the repair work. 
 
These are the details of the tasks performed in the month of August: 
 

Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Meters Installed 10 
Service Calls 305 
Water Main Breaks 1 
Service Line Breaks 0 
Exercised Valves 3 

 
Streets and Forestry 
These are the details of the tasks performed frequently in the month of August: 
 

Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Trees Trimmed 19 
Trees Removed 23 
Stumps Backfilled 69 
Sewer Jetting (linear feet) 6896 
Sewer Televising (linear feet) 6896 
Streets Swept (miles) 261 
Total Loads to Dump 25 
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Loads to Dump (tons) 104.14 
 
Development Services 
These are the average times, in days, for reviews completed in the month of  
August, by reviewer: 
 

Reviewer Average Review Time 
Permit Clerk 0.5 Calendar Days 
Building and Zoning Inspector 1.6 Calendar Days 
Building Official 10.4 Calendar Days 
Engineering 1.8 Calendar Days 
3rd Party Consultant 8.1 Calendar Days 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE: September 11, 2023 
 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
FROM: Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services 
 
SUBJECT: Change Order – 2023 Sewer Lining Project 
  
 
Issue: Construction of the 2023 Sewer Lining Project was completed during August, 2023.  
 
Analysis: The original construction contract for this project was awarded to Visu-Sewer, Inc. in the 
amount of $127,578.50 on March 13, 2023. The scope of work was increased to accommodate field 
conditions and take advantage of the budget available. In doing so Staff has exceeded the original 
contract award amount.  
 
The final cost of all sewer lining work completed is $130,090.50, which is a total of $2,512.00 over 
the originally awarded contract amount. However, it should be noted that it is still $9,909.50 under 
the budgeted amount of $140,000.00. 
 
Recommendation:  Consider a Motion to approve a Change Order in the amount of $2,512.00 for 
the construction of the 2023 Sewer Lining Project. 
 
Attachments: Resolution 
   



 382825_1 1 

RESOLUTION NO.   ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 
THE EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER NO.    1      

TO THE  VISU-SEWER, INC.       CONTRACT RELATING TO  
THE    2023 SEWER LINING PROJECT   

 
 WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest (“Village”) is an Illinois municipal corporation 

organized under the Illinois Constitution and the laws of the State of Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, on  March 13, 2023 , the President and Board of Trustees of the 

Village approved and authorized the execution of a contract (“Contract”) for the  2023 Sewer 

Lining Project  (“Project”) with  Visu-Sewer, Inc.  (“Contractor”). The original amount 

of the Project was  one hundred twenty-seven thousand five hundred seventy-eight and 

(50/100)  Dollars ($127,578.50). The anticipated completion date for the Project was    

August 15 , 2023 (“Project Completion Date”); and  

 WHEREAS, the Contractor has filed a request for payment of Change Order No.   1  in 

the amount of    two thousand five hundred twelve and (00/00)   Dollars ($2,512.00), due to 

the need to  increase the scope of work to accommodate field conditions , and a request for an 

extension of time to the Project Completion Date of an additional  zero  (  0  ) days. A copy of 

Change Order No.   1   is attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof; and 

 WHEREAS, based on the recommendation of the Contractor, the President and Board of 

Trustees of the Village make the following findings and determinations in accordance 720 ILCS 

5/33E-9 regarding Change Order No.   1   to the Contract: 

1.  Change Order No.   1   (or a series of change orders): (a) are made necessary by 

circumstances not foreseeable at the time the Contract was signed; (b) are germane to 

the Contract as originally signed; and (c) are in the best interests of the Village. 
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WHEREAS, in addition, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village find and 

determine that, pursuant to 50 ILCS 525/5, Change Order No.   1   (or a series of change orders) 

does not increase the original Contract price by fifty percent (50%) or more of the original Contract 

price, and thus the Village is not obligated to re-bid the additional work proposed under Change 

Order No.   1  ; and 

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, pursuant to their powers 

as provided by 720 ILCS 5/33E-9, find that it is in the best interests of the Village and the public 

to approve Change Order No.   1   because it relates to a public project and is for a public purpose.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of 

the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois: 

 SECTION 1: Each Whereas paragraph above is incorporated by reference into this Section 

1 and made a part hereof as material and operative provisions of this Resolution. 

 SECTION 2: The President and Board of Trustees of the Village approve Change Order 

No.   1   in the amount of    two thousand five hundred twelve and (00/00)  Dollars ($2,512.00). 

The President and Board of Trustees further authorize and direct the Village President and the 

Village Clerk, or their designees, to execute Change Order No.   1  , execute the check or other 

payment to the Contractor in an amount not to exceed the amount of  one hundred thirty 

thousand ninety and (50/100)  Dollars ($130,090.50) and execute any other necessary documents 

to implement Change Order No.   1  . The President and Board of Trustees also recognize and 

approve an increase in the completion time for the Project, as set forth in the Contract, by thirty 

(30) days or more. 
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 ADOPTED on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the      11th      day of  

   September   , 2023. 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT: 

  
 

 APPROVED by me this    11th    day of   September   , 2023. 
 
 

____________________________ 
Village President 
 
 

 APPROVED and FILED in my office this    11th    day of   September   , 2023 and 
published in pamphlet form in the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 
 

   ATTEST: 
____________________________ 
  Village Clerk 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 
CHANGE ORDER NO.  1  TO THE CONTRACT  

(attached) 



Visu Sewer Billing Worksheet

Visu-Sewer P
Month of:

Date Starting: 81112023

813012023
lnvoice

Date Custimer # 1

2023 Sewer Rehab Project

Billing Address:

Attn

Village of River Forest
400 Park Avenue
River Forest, lL 60305

Bill Koclanis Attn:

Visu-Sewer of lllinois
P.O. Box B04
Pewaukee, Wl 53072

AR

Base Bid c;omptete

This Period To Date
Item

# Description Est. QTY U/M Unit Price Total Billable
1 Cured ln Place Pipe 9" 702 $ 57.00 905 $ 51.s85.00
2 Cured ln Place Pipe 12" 't479 LF $ 50.50 1286 $ 64,943.00
3 Heavv Cleanino 150 $ 4.00 0 b
4 Cut Protrudinq Lateral 1 EA $ 300.00 J $ 900.00
5 Bench and lnvert Reoair 3 EA $ 2.325.00 3 3 $ 6,975.00
6 Manhole Lininq 10 VF $ 500.00 8.75 8.75 $ 4.375.00
7 $ 0 $
8 $ 0 $
o $ 0 s
10 s 0 $
11 s $
12 $ o $
'13 $ 0 s

$ 0 s
1q $ $
lo $ 0 $

s 0 $
18 $ n $
19 $ 0 $
20 $ 0 $
21 $ 0 $
22 $ 0 $
ZJ s $
24 $ 0 $
25 $ $
26 $ 0 s

$ 0 $
ao

$ 0 $
29 $ 0 $
30 $ 0 $
31 $ 0 $
?t $ 0 $

$ 0 $
34 $ 0 $

$ 0 $
.1b $ 0 $
JI D 0 $
Jat $ 0 $

$ 0 $
40 $ 0 $

bkoclanis
Text Box
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Extra Work Complete

This Period To Date

Item
# Descriotion Est. OTY U/M Unit Price Total Billable
I T&M Rebuild Brick Manhole for Lininq 4 HR $ 375.00 3.5 3.5 $ '1.312_50
z $ $
J $ $
4 $ s
5 $ $
6 s $
7 $ $

8 $ $
I $ $
10 $ $

Total: $ 1,312.50

Complete

This Period To Date
Item

# Descriotion Est. QTY U/M Unit Price Total Billable
I $ $
2 $ $

$ $
4 $ $

$ $
Total: $

Chanqe Order #2 Complete

This Period To Date
Item

# Descriotion Est. QTY U/M Unit Price Total Billable
1 $ $
2 $ s
3 $ $
4 $ $
q

$ $

Total: $

Total Billable: $ 130.090.50

Less Total Retainaqe: $

Less Previous #2:
Applications:

#4:

$ 105,685.20

TOTAL DUE (This Period): $ 24,405.30



FINAL WAIVER OF LIEN

To Whom It May Concern:

WHEREAS, the undersigned has been employed by VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST. to fumish

labor and materials for SEWERREHAB work, under a contract, VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST-

2023 SEWER LINING PROJECT- zuVER FOREST, IL for the improvement of the premises

described as VARIOUS LOCATIONS in the VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST, County of COOK,

State of ILLINOIS, of which the VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST is the owner.

NOW, THEREFORE, this 21ST day of AUGUST,2023, for and in consideration of the sum of

TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FIVE DOLLARS AND 30/100_ ($24,405.30) paid

simultaneously herewith, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged by the undersigned, the

undersigned does hereby waive and release to the extent only of the aforesaid amount, any lien rights to, or

claim of lien with respect to and on said above-described premises, and the improvements thereon, and on

the monies or other considerations due or to become due from the owner, by virrue of said contract, on

account of labor, services, materials, fixtures, apparatus or machinery furnished by the undersigned to or

for the above-described premises, but only to the extent of the payment aforesaid.

Corporate Seal VISU-SEWER OF ILLINOIS, LLC.

.$-i'tii,*.;
:- ?i ooRPoRa4o "'..'a?

=f: 
:-

=--g\ SEAL iF.='-7", ."O---ta

2,,, 
ll; i lr,l,l R I?..,s

Keith M.

VS-IL PROJECT #230471



MEMORANDUM 

DATE: September 11, 2023 

TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

FROM: Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services 

SUBJECT: Change Order – 2023 Street Patching Project 

Issue: Construction of the 2023 Street Patching Project was completed during August, 2023. 

Analysis: The original construction contract for this project was awarded to Schroeder Asphalt 
Services, Inc. in the amount of $94.135.15 on March 13, 2023. The scope of work was increased to 
take advantage of the budget available. In doing so Staff has exceeded the original contract award 
amount.  

The final cost of all asphalt patching work completed is $96,052.60, which is a total of $1,917.45 
over the originally awarded contract amount. However, it should be noted that it is still $3,947.40 
under the budgeted amount of $100,000.00. 

Recommendation:  Consider a Motion to approve a Change Order in the amount of $1,917.45 for 
the construction of the 2023 Street Patching Project. 

Attachments: Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO.   ________ 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING 
THE EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER NO.    1      

TO THE  SCHROEDER ASPHALT SERVICES, INC.       CONTRACT  
RELATING TO THE   2023 STREET PATCHING PROJECT   

 
 WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest (“Village”) is an Illinois municipal corporation 

organized under the Illinois Constitution and the laws of the State of Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, on  March 13, 2023 , the President and Board of Trustees of the 

Village approved and authorized the execution of a contract (“Contract”) for the  2023 Street 

Patching  Project  (“Project”) with  Schroeder Asphalt Servies, Inc..  

(“Contractor”). The original amount of the Project was  ninety-four thousand one hundred 

thirty-five and (15/100)  Dollars ($94,135.15). The anticipated completion date for the 

Project was    September 15 , 2023 (“Project Completion Date”); and  

 WHEREAS, the Contractor has filed a request for payment of Change Order No.   1  in 

the amount of    one thousand nine hundred seventeen and (45/100)   Dollars ($1,917.45), 

due to the need to  increase the scope of work based on available budget  , and a request 

for an extension of time to the Project Completion Date of an additional  zero  (  0  ) days. A 

copy of Change Order No.   1   is attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof; and 

 WHEREAS, based on the recommendation of the Contractor, the President and Board of 

Trustees of the Village make the following findings and determinations in accordance 720 ILCS 

5/33E-9 regarding Change Order No.   1   to the Contract: 

1.  Change Order No.   1   (or a series of change orders): (a) are made necessary by 

circumstances not foreseeable at the time the Contract was signed; (b) are germane to 

the Contract as originally signed; and (c) are in the best interests of the Village. 
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WHEREAS, in addition, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village find and 

determine that, pursuant to 50 ILCS 525/5, Change Order No.   1   (or a series of change orders) 

does not increase the original Contract price by fifty percent (50%) or more of the original Contract 

price, and thus the Village is not obligated to re-bid the additional work proposed under Change 

Order No.   1  ; and 

WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village, pursuant to their powers 

as provided by 720 ILCS 5/33E-9, find that it is in the best interests of the Village and the public 

to approve Change Order No.   1   because it relates to a public project and is for a public purpose.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of 

the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois: 

 SECTION 1: Each Whereas paragraph above is incorporated by reference into this Section 

1 and made a part hereof as material and operative provisions of this Resolution. 

 SECTION 2: The President and Board of Trustees of the Village approve Change Order 

No.   1   in the amount of    one thousand nine hundred seventeen and (45/100)   Dollars 

($1,917.45). The President and Board of Trustees further authorize and direct the Village President 

and the Village Clerk, or their designees, to execute Change Order No.   1  , execute the check or 

other payment to the Contractor in an amount not to exceed the amount of  ninety-six thousand  

fifty-two and (60/100)  Dollars ($96,052.60) and execute any other necessary documents to 

implement Change Order No.   1  . The President and Board of Trustees also recognize and approve 

an increase in the completion time for the Project, as set forth in the Contract, by thirty (30) days 

or more. 
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 ADOPTED on a roll call vote of the Corporate Authorities on the      11th      day of  

   September    , 2023. 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT: 

  
 

 APPROVED by me this    11th    day of   September   , 2023. 
 
 

____________________________ 
Village President 
 
 

 APPROVED and FILED in my office this    11th    day of   September   , 2023 and 
published in pamphlet form in the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois. 
 

   ATTEST: 
____________________________ 
  Village Clerk 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 
CHANGE ORDER NO.  1  TO THE CONTRACT  

(attached) 
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Village of River Forest 
Public Works and Development Services 

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Date: September 11, 2023 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 
Village Board of Trustees 

From: Seth Jansen, Management Analyst 

Subj: Consideration and Approval of Recommendation for Proposed Polystyrene Foodware 
Ordinance  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
At the June 13 meeting, the Commission was asked to consider a local ordinance that would prohibit 
food establishments from selling or distributing disposable food service containers composed of 
polystyrene foam. During the meeting, the Commission reached a consensus to have an ordinance 
drafted that conforms, as closely as possible, to the ordinance that was recently adopted by the Village 
of Oak Park phasing out the use of polystyrene foam foodware. The Commission also directed Staff to 
invite businesses affected by the proposed ordinance to attend the July 11, 2023, meeting to hear their 
input and potentially poll such businesses to see if polystyrene foam foodware is used.  
 
Letters were mailed directly to all affected businesses at their respective mailing addresses on June 30. 
A copy of this letter was also emailed. A follow-up email was sent on August 7 inviting affected 
businesses to the August 22 meeting.  All communication included information about the proposed 
ordinance change, included a link to a brief, 3-question survey seeking to assess the current use of 
polystyrene foam by affected businesses, and noted that all are welcome to attend the meeting to learn 
more and or provide comments. The feedback was limited, but only one responding business indicated 
they use polystyrene foam foodware. All communications and updates can be viewed at 
www.vrf.us/StyrofoamOrdinance.   
 
The Commission reviewed the draft ordinance at the July 11 meeting and provided further input. As 
drafted, the proposed ordinance will prohibit the use of polystyrene foam foodware beginning January 
1, 2024, for larger businesses and taking effect January 1, 2025, for smaller businesses. The draft 
ordinance also mandates the Village to perform education and outreach efforts regarding the prohibition 
during the first four months of 2024, through April 30, 2024, with no citations to be issued during that 
time. At the August 22 meeting, the Sustainability Commission voted unanimously, with one member 
absent, to recommend that the Village Board of Trustees approve the proposed ordinance. 
 
Recommendation: Motion to approve an ordinance amending the River Forest Village Code to prohibit 
the use of polystyrene foam foodware.   
 
Attachment: Draft Ordinance 

http://www.vrf.us/StyrofoamOrdinance
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ORDINANCE NO. ____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CHAPTER 5 (FOODS AND FOOD 
ESTABLISHMENT) OF TITLE 6 (HEALTH AND SANITATION) OF THE RIVER 

FOREST VILLAGE CODE  
REGARDING POLYSTYRENE FOAM FOODWARE FOR DELIVERY OR TAKE-OUT 

ORDERS OF FOOD OR BEVERAGES 
 

         WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest (“Village”), is a non-home rule unit of local 
government as provided by Article VII, Section 7 of the Illinois Constitution of 1970; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village’s Comprehensive Plan declares that “[e]nvironmental 
sustainability is a multi-faceted principle that aims to reduce negative impacts on the 
environment and preserve natural resources to ensure quality of life for future 
generations. Often sought through dedicated initiatives, sustainability informs every 
component of a municipality by emphasizing that we are conscious of how we affect the 
world around us;” and 
 
 WHEREAS, polystyrene foam is frequently used in the provision of food products, 
including food containers and packaging, often in the form of coffee cups and take-out 
food containers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, polystyrene foam is not biodegradable and difficult to recycle; and  
 
 WHEREAS, alternatives to polystyrene foam are much more widely accessible 
and available as we learn more about the harm that polystyrene foam products have on 
the environment and human health; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village’s Sustainability Commission considered the regulation of 
polystyrene foam foodware as set forth in this Ordinance at meetings held on June 13 
2023, July 11, 2023, and August 22, 2023; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Sustainability Commission sought input from Village business 
owners potentially affected by the regulation of polystyrene foam foodware as set forth in 
this Ordinance, and the business owners were invited to share their comments and attend 
a Sustainability Commission meeting to voice their opinions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at its August 22, 2023 meeting, the Sustainability Commission voted 
unanimously, by a vote of 6 in favor and 0 against, to recommended that the President 
and Board of Trustees prohibit the use of polystyrene foam foodware as proposed in this 
Ordinance in order to better protect the public’s health, safety and welfare, by reducing 
waste occurring from the distribution of polystyrene foam foodware except when allowed 
by this Ordinance; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Village has the authority to “regulate the places where and the 
manner in which any beverage or food for human consumption is sold,” pursuant to 65 
ILCS 5/11-20-2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village has the obligation to “regulate and inspect retail food 
establishments in the municipality” in accordance with local ordinances and regulations, 
pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-20-16(a); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village has the authority to “define, prevent and abate nuisances,” 
pursuant to 65 ILCS 5/11-60-2; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Village has determined that limiting the distribution of polystyrene 
foam foodware in the Village would reduce the amount of waste generated by polystyrene 
foam foodware, thereby reducing the environmental impact from such waste; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village have determined 
that limiting the distribution of polystyrene foam foodware is a reasonable and necessary 
regulation of places where beverage or food for human consumption are sold; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the President and Board of Trustees of the Village find and declare 
that the unnecessary distribution of polystyrene foam foodware is a nuisance and a 
significant detriment to the public’s health, safety and welfare; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to best serve the public’s health, safety and welfare, the 
President and Board of Trustees of the Village desire to make certain amendments to the 
Village of River Forest Village Code (“Village Code”) regarding the use of polystyrene 
foam in places of eating, as set forth below;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the President and Board of Trustees 
of the Village of River Forest, Cook County, Illinois, as follows:  

 
SECTION 1: Incorporation. That the recitals above shall be and are hereby 

incorporated in this Section 1 as if restated herein. 
 
         SECTION 2: Code Amendment. That Section 6 (Definitions) of Chapter 5 (Foods 
and Food Establishments) of Title 6 (Health and Sanitation) of the Village Code is hereby 
amended to read, in part, as follows, with additions underlined: 

 
“6-5-1: Definitions: 
 
The following words and phrases shall have the meanings, and hereby are defined 
as follows: 
 
[. . .]  
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DISPOSABLE FOOD SERVICE CONTAINER: Any serviceware designed for one-
time use. “Disposable food service container” includes, but is not limited to, 
serviceware for take-out foods, bakery products, and leftovers from partially 
consumed meals. “Disposable food service container” does not include 
polystyrene foam coolers or ice chests that are used for the processing or shipping 
of seafood or serviceware that is used to contain, transport, or otherwise package 
raw, uncooked, or butchered meat, poultry, fish or seafood. 
 
[. . .]  
 
 
POLYSTYRENE FOAM: Any blown polystyrene and expanded or extruded foams 
using a styrene monomer 
 
[. . .]”  
 

 SECTION 4: Code Amendment. That Subsection Q (Single-Use Foodware) of 
Section 6 (General Provisions) of Chapter 5 (Foods and Food Establishments) of Title 6 
(Health and Sanitation) of the Village Code is hereby amended to read, in part, as follows, 
with additions underlined and deletions to existing text marked using strikethrough: 
 
 “Q. Single-Use Foodware:  
 
  [. . .]  
      
 3.   Other Plastics. Businesses in the Village are encouraged to make every effort 
 to reduce use of plastic bags, polystyrene foam and excess packaging.”  
 
 SECTION 5: Code Amendments. That Section 6 (General Provisions) of Chapter 
5 (Foods and Food Establishments) of Title 6 (Health and Sanitation) of the Village Code 
is hereby amended to add a new subsection, to read in its entirety as follows, with 
additions underlined:  

 
“R. Polystyrene Foam Foodware 
 
1. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 3 of this Subsection R, food 

establishments may not sell or distribute disposable food service containers, 
composed in part or in whole of polystyrene foam packaging, on or after 
January 1, 2024. 
 

2. A food establishment with an annual total income of $500,000 or less per 
location, as stated on the food establishment’s income tax filing for the most 
recent tax year as provided to the Village, shall comply with this Subsection R 
on or after January 1, 2025. 
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3. Exceptions. The prohibitions set forth in this section shall not apply in the 
following situations:  
 

a. Supplies and services provided in response to a public health or other 
emergency that is declared by a governmental body with jurisdiction in 
the Village. 
 

b. Any polystyrene foam that is prepackaged with or attached to any food 
or beverage products by the manufacturer prior to receipt by the food 
dispensing establishment; 
 

c. Any not-for-profit corporation; or 
 

d. A federal, state, or local governmental agency that provides food to 
economically disadvantaged individuals at no or nominal charge.  
 

4. Enforcement. The Village shall perform education and outreach efforts 
regarding the prohibition contained in this section during the first four (4) 
months of 2024, through April 30, 2024. No citations shall be brought against 
food establishments for violations of this section during said time. Thereafter, a 
food establishment in violation of this section shall be given one (1) written 
warning beginning on May 1, 2024 prior to a citation being issued against the 
food establishment. Beginning January 1, 2025 and thereafter, citations may 
be issued against any food establishments pursuant to subsections 1 and 2 
above without receiving a prior warning or notice of said violations. 
 

5. Conflict with State Law. If any provision of this section conflicts or is otherwise 
inconsistent with a provision of state law, the more stringent or restrictive 
provision shall prevail and shall be enforced by the Village.” 

 
 SECTION 6: Continuing Effect. That all parts of the Village Code not amended 
herein shall remain in effect.  
 
 SECTION 7: Severability. That if any Section, paragraph or provision of this 
Ordinance shall be held to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or 
unenforceability of such Section, paragraph or provision shall not affect any of the 
remaining provisions of this Ordinance.  

 
 SECTION 8: Repeal. That all ordinances, resolutions, motions or parts thereof in 
conflict with this Ordinance shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 
 
 SECTION 9: Effectiveness. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
upon its passage and approval according to law. 
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PASSED this September 11, 2023 by the Village President and Board of Trustees 
pursuant to a roll call vote as follows: 

AYES:   ______________________________________________ 

NAYS:   _______________________________________________ 

ABSENT:   

_______________________________________________ 

APPROVED by me this 11th day of September, 2023. 

__________________________________ 
    Catherine Adduci, Village President 

ATTEST: 

__________________________________ 
      Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 



 

 

Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: September 11, 2023 
 
To: Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
From: Jessica Spencer, Assistant Village Administrator 
 
Subj: Madison Street Fence Project 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Issue: Village staff is seeking approval of a contract with First Fence for the construction of 
fences near the properties located at 10 Lathrop, 11 Ashland, and 7612-7620 Madison Street.  
 
Background: Previously, the Village acquired the properties at 10 Lathrop, 11 Ashland, and 
7612-7620 Madison Street with the intention of redeveloping the land. In late 2022 it was 
determined that the best course of action was to demolish the existing structures and cover the 
area with grass while developers were sought. At this time, the contractor hired for the 
demolition is almost complete with the restoration of the properties.  
 
The Village continues to market the properties for development. The vacant condition of the 
site will be temporary; however, the Village recognizes that the condition may have adverse 
impacts on neighbors in the interim, including noise nuisance from the Madison Street corridor.  
The Village’s goal is to make the site visually appealing for neighbors and potential developers, 
while also deterring use of the site.  
 
Proposed Work: Staff sought quotes for temporary fencing along the edges of the properties 
through an RFP process of existing registered fence contractors. The scope of work is slightly 
different for each property, so each is described separately for ease of reading. An aerial map of 
the proposed work is attached.  
 
On the northern edge of 10 Lathrop, staff sought quotes for a privacy fence extending the length 
of the property to shield the neighbor’s property from the light and noise that was previously 
blocked by the structures. The existing fence that was installed by the previous homeowners 
will be removed and replaced with a 6-foot section of privacy fence running from the back of 
the property to the north’s primary structure to the western edge of the property line. An 8-
foot section of privacy fence would run from the back of the primary structure to the front of 



the same. There would also be a stretch of 4-foot privacy fence from the front of the primary 
structure to the eastern edge of the property. 

On the northern edge of 11 Ashland, staff also sought quotes for a privacy fence extending the 
length of the property. The property to the north currently has a 4-foot tall fence in place from 
the back of the primary structure to the eastern edge of the property line, and have requested 
that the Village remove the fence but leave the 2 existing gates. The neighbor has been advised 
the privacy fence is a temporary structure and may be adjusted or removed entirely when the 
property is purchased by a developer. The privacy fence would be 6-foot tall from the eastern 
edge of the primary structure to the termination at the gate. There would also be a stretch of 4-
foot privacy fence from the front of the primary structure to the western edge of the property. 

The remaining 3 sides of the lots at 10 Lathrop and 11 Ashland, as well as the entire 7612-7620 
Madison property, were originally quoted for a 3-rail split-rail fence (Attached). The cost of just 
the split rail portion of the project is $19,600. After staff met with residents, an alternative 
proposal of spaced picket (Attached) was sought, which increased the total cost of the project 
by $14,650. Of the four finalists who responded to the Village’s request for quotes on this 
project, First Fence was the lowest bidder. First Fence provided an initial proposal of $40,850 
for the privacy and split rail fences, and an amended quote of$55,500 for the privacy and spaced 
picket fences. Both options are visible on the attached quote. 

Pending Board approval, staff expects the fencing installation to be complete by the end of 
September. The Village’s building department will oversee and inspect the installation. The 
Village will consider sightlines at the corners of each parcel to ensure safety for pedestrians and 
motorists. 

Coinciding with the fence, the Village will be installing two signs marketing the site’s availability 
and landscaping clusters to provide additional buffering. The landscaping costs are expected to 
be within staff spending authority.  

Budget Implications: The Village has budgeted for this project out of the Madison Street TIF 
funds. 

Request for Board Action: The following motion would be appropriate: Motion to 
approve an Ordinance waiving Chapter 8 of Title 4 of the Village Code and awarding the 
Madison Street Fence bid to First Fence in the not to exceed amount of $55,500 and 
authorize the Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement, pending final 
attorney review.  

Documents Attached: 

• First Fence Quote for Services (Revised)
• Sample Photos
• Aerial Map



firstfencecompany.com (630)553-9594

4900 Harrison St (708)547-7555

Hillside IL 60162 (708)547-7580 Fax

Email:  

Telephone:                                    Proposal Date:   

8/14/2023

Cell:                                   Job Telephone: 

CROSS STREET

CITY, STATE, AND ZIP CODE Job Name:                                       Job Location: 

1,180 Cedar Split Rail 360' Privacy - $21,250

3 Rail Split Rail / Rustic Rail

- 1,180' Split Rail - $19,600

- 1,180' Picket - $34,250

Number of rails and size 3-Rail

-

Rustic Cedar Post (In Concrete)

Rustic Cedar Post (In Concrete)

Take Down,  Yes - 

Haul Away,  Yes - 

Haul Away Dirt, Yes - 

Pull Post Butts, Yes - 

Concrete Breaks, No

Core Drill,   No

Asphalt Breaks, No

Utilities, JULIE to be called

Trim Bushes, No

Follow Grade, Yes

Straight,       Stepped, 

Additional Work:

COMPLETE PRICE:  

PAYMENT TO BE MADE AS FOLLOWS:   50% Deposit:    Balance Due on Completion.

Visa/MC/Disc:  Exp:  CVV:   

Jesse  708-341-9390

Buyer's Signature Date

Line Post Sizes

All PERMITS MUST BE OBTAINED BY OWNER

ACCEPTANCE AND AGREEMENT TO PAY

All 4x4 Posts (in Concrete)

All 4x4 Posts (in Concrete)

3-Rail;   2x4

STREET

ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSAL SIGNATURE:

-

If any construction permits are required by local ordinances, Purchaser agrees to secure and pay for said permits. The undersigned Purchaser hereby assumes full responsibility for location of property line upon which said

material is to be installed and agrees to hold FIRST FENCE INC. harmless from all claims arising from questions of survey of said property or said property line. FIRST FENCE INC. is obligated by what is written in the contract. Price

quoted is for normal installation, therefore any additional items such as concrete or asphalt breaks or rough fill is discovered, or any other unique conditions involving extra labor costs are hereby authorized unless otherwise noted.

Customer hereby assumes responsibility for any stolen material or vandalism to fence during construction. CUSTOMER ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR DAMAGES TO ALL PRIVATE ELECTRICAL LINES,SPRINKLER

LINES, GAS LINES, DRAIN TILES, SUMP PUMPS, DOWN SPOUTS, PRIVATE WATER LINES AND ELECTRIC FENCES. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL FIRST FENCE BE RESPONSIBLE FOR DAMAGES TO THESE

PRIVATE LINES. Failure to pay as outlined above shall void all warranties and further, FIRST FENCE INC. shall have the right to remove from Purchasers property all fencing installed by virtue of this contract and all prior payments

shall be forfeited and applied as liquidating damages but shall not limit FIRST FENCE INC. from securing further payments as may be required. Purchasers also agrees to pay for all reasonable attorney fees COURT COSTS AND

COLLECTION COSTS INCURRED BY FIRST FENCE INC. IN COLLECTING ANY MONEY DUE. EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER ILLINOIS LAW, (A) PROJECTS WHICH REQUIRE CUSTOM ORDERED MATERIALS MAY NOT BE

CANCELLED BY CUSTOMER: AND (B) FOR PROJECTS WHICH UTILIZE NON-CUSTOM ORDERED MATERIALS, A 25% HANDLING CHARGE WILL BE ASSESSED ON ALL CANCELLATIONS BY THE CUSTOMER. All material

guaranteed for one year or as per manufacturer, except paint or stain finishes and any locking mechanism. Installation guaranteed for the life of the fence against any defects resulting from improper workmanship, other than gates

and post heaving. Installation of gates guaranteed for one year and post heaving guaranteed for 5 years.                

 AUTHORIZED FIRST FENCE INC. SIGNATURE: Jesse Ciesla

The above prices, specifications and conditions are satisfactory and are hereby accepted. FIRST FENCE INC. is authorized to commence work and Purchaser will provide payment as outlines above

with a service chare of 1 1/2% per month (18% per year) on any unpaid balance. In the event this proposal is not approved by FIRST FENCE INC. MANAGMENT any payment made shall be refunded

to the customer and this proposal should become null and void. Quoted price is based on the current market costs and is good for 10 days. We reservice the right to adjust this quote based on

market conditions at the time material is ordered and delivered to the job site.

FlatTop Finish

Gates

Terminal Post Sizes

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO:

360'   Western Red Cedar

4, 6, & 8' Tall

1"x6"

River Forest,  IL

Village of River Forest

Total Footage  

Height,  Style & Color

Picket / Wire Size:  Spacing



VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 

 

CONTRACT AGREEMENT   

 

 

This Contract is made this   day of  , 2023 by and between the Village of River Forest 

(hereinafter referred to as the "VILLAGE") and ____________________________ 

_____________________________ (hereinafter referred to as the "CONTRACTOR"). 

 

WITNESSETH 

In consideration of the promises and covenants made herein by the VILLAGE and the 

CONTRACTOR (hereinafter referred to collectively as the "PARTIES"), the PARTIES agree 

as follows: 

 

SECTION l: THE CONTRACT DOCUMENTS: This Contract shall include the 

following documents (hereinafter referred to as the "CONTRACT DOCUMENTS") however 

this Contract takes precedence and controls over any contrary provision in any of the 

CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. The Contract, including the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS, 

expresses the entire agreement between the PARTIES and where it modifies, adds to or deletes 

provisions in other CONTRACT DOCUMENTS, the Contract's provisions shall prevail. 

Provisions in the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS unmodified by this Contract shall be in full 

force and effect in their unaltered condition. 

 

This Contract 

All Certifications required by the Village 

Certificates of Insurance 

 

SECTION 2: SCOPE OF THE WORK AND PAYMENT:  The CONTRACTOR 

agrees to provide all labor, equipment and materials necessary to provide the services as 

described in the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS (hereinafter referred to as the “WORK”), and the 

VILLAGE agrees to pay the CONTRACTOR the fees described in the CONTRACT 

DOCUMENTS for all WORK performed by CONTRACTOR. The CONTRACTOR shall 

present an invoice once the WORK has been completed to the satisfaction of the VILLAGE, 

including certified payroll reports for all workers. 

 

SECTION 3: ASSIGNMENT: CONTRACTOR shall not assign the duties and 

obligations involved in the performance of the WORK which is the subject matter of this 

Contract without the written consent of the VILLAGE. 

 

SECTION 4: TERM OF THE CONTRACT: This Contract shall commence on 

the date of its execution. The WORK shall commence upon receipt of a Notice to Proceed and 

continue expeditiously with an estimated completion date of September 30, 2023.  

 

SECTION 5: INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS PROVISION:  
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 To the extent not covered by insurance and to the fullest extent permitted by law, the 

Contractor hereby agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Village, its officials, 

agents, and employees against all injuries, deaths, loss, damages, claims, patent claims, suits, 

liabilities, judgments, cost and expenses, which may in any way accrue against the Village, its 

officials, agents, and employees, arising in whole or in part or in  consequence of the 

performance of this WORK by the contractor, its employees, or subcontractors, or which may in 

any way result therefore, except that arising out of the negligence of the Village, its agents or 

employees, the Contractor shall, at its own expense, appear, defend and pay all charges of 

attorneys and all costs and other expenses arising therefore or incurred in connections therewith, 

and, if any judgment shall be rendered against the Village, its officials, agents and employees, in 

such action, the Contractor shall, at its own expense, satisfy and discharge the same. 

 

 Contractor expressly understands and agrees that any performance bond or insurance 

policies required by this contract, or otherwise provided by the Contractor, shall in no way limit 

the responsibility to indemnify, keep and save harmless and defend the Village, its officials, 

agents and employees as herein provided. 

 

SECTION 6: INSURANCE: Execution of this Contract by the VILLAGE is 

contingent upon receipt of Insurance Certificates provided by the CONTRACTOR in 

compliance with the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS. 

 

6.1 Minimum Scope of Insurance 

Coverage shall be at least as broad as: 

1. Insurance Services Office (ISO) Commercial General Liability Coverage 

(“occurrence” form CG 0001) with the "Village of River Forest, its officials, agents, 

employees and volunteers” named as additional insured; and 

 

2. Insurance Service Office Business Auto Liability coverage form number CA 0001, 

Symbol 01 "Any Auto”; and 

 

3. Workers’ Compensation as required by the Workers’ Compensation Act of the State of 

Illinois and Employers' Liability insurance. 

 

6.2 Minimum Limits of Insurance 

Contractor shall maintain limits no less than: 

1. Commercial General Liability: $1,000,000 combined single limit per occurrence for 

bodily injury, personal injury and property damage.  The general aggregate shall be 

twice the required occurrence limit.  Minimum General Aggregate shall be no less 

than $2,000,000. 

 

2. Automobile Liability: $1,000,000 combined single limit per accident for bodily injury 

and property damage. 

 

3. Workers’ Compensation and Employers' Liability: Workers' Compensation coverage 

with statutory limits and Employers' Liability limits of $500,000 per accident.  
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6.3 Deductibles and Self-Insured Retentions 

Any deductibles or self-insured retentions must be declared to and approved by the Village.  

At the option of the Village, either: the insurer shall reduce or eliminate such deductibles or 

self-insured retentions as respects the Village, its officials, agents, employees and 

volunteers; or the Contractor shall produce or procure a bond guaranteeing payment of 

losses and related investigation, claim administration, and defense expenses. 

 

6.4 Other Insurance Provisions 

The policies are to contain, or be endorsed to contain, the following provisions: 

1. General Liability and Automobile Liability Coverages 

A. The “Village of River Forest, its officials, agents, employees and volunteers” 

are to be covered as insureds as respects: Liability arising out of activities 

performed by or on behalf of the Contractor; products and completed operations 

of the Contractor; premises owned, leased or used by the Contractor; or 

automobiles owned, leased, hired or borrowed by the Contractor. The coverage 

shall contain no special limitations on the scope of protection afforded to the 

Village, its officials, agents, employees, or volunteers. 

 

B. The Contractor’s insurance coverage shall be primary insurance as respects the 

Village, its officials, employees, agents, and volunteers.  Any insurance or self-

insurance maintained by the Village, its officials, agents, employees, or 

volunteers shall be excess of Contractor’s insurance and shall not contribute 

with it. 

 

C. Any failure to comply with reporting provisions of the policies shall not affect 

coverage provided to the Village, its officials, agents, employees, or volunteers. 

 

D. Coverage shall state that Contractor’s insurance shall apply separately to each 

insured against whom claim is made of suit is brought, except with respect to the 

limits of the insurer’s liability. 

 

E. If any commercial general liability insurance is being provided under an excess 

or umbrella liability policy that does not “follow form,” then the Contractor 

shall be required to name the Village, its officials, agents, employees, or 

volunteers as additional insureds.  A copy of the actual additional insured 

endorsement shall be provided to the Village.   

 

2. Workers’ Compensation and Employers’ Liability Coverages 

The insurer shall agree to waive all rights of subrogation against the Village, its 

officials, agents, employees, and volunteers for losses arising from WORK performed 

by contractor for the Village. 

 

3. All Coverages 
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Each insurance policy required by this clause shall be endorsed to state that coverage 

shall not be suspended, voided, cancelled, reduced in coverage or in limits except after 

thirty (30) days prior written notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, has been 

given to the Village. 

 

6.5 Acceptability of Insurers 

Insurance is to be placed with insurers with a Best's rating of no less than A-, VII and licensed 

to do business in the State of Illinois. 

 

6.6 Verification of Coverage 

The Contractor shall furnish the Village annually with a certificate of insurance naming the 

“Village of River Forest, its officials, agents, employees, and volunteers as an additional 

insureds,” and with original additional insured endorsement affecting coverage required by 

this clause.  The certificates and endorsements for each insurance policy are to be signed by 

a person authorized by that insurer to bind coverage on its behalf.  The certificates and 

endorsements may be on forms provided by the Village and are to be received and 

approved by the Village before the WORK commences.  The Village reserves the right to 

request full certified copies of the insurance policies.  The certificates shall provide that no 

change in, or cancellation of coverage shall take effect without at least thirty (30) days’ 

prior written notice to the Village. The Village reserves the right to request full certified 

copies of the insurance policies. 

 

6.7 Subcontractors 

Contractor shall include all subcontractors as insureds under its policies or shall furnish 

separate certificates and endorsements for each subcontractor.  All coverages for 

subcontractors shall be subject to all of the requirements stated herein. 

 

SECTION 7: COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS: CONTRACTOR agrees to comply 

with all federal, state and local laws, ordinances, statutes, rules and regulations including but 

not limited to the Illinois Human Rights Act as follows: CONTRACTOR hereby agrees that 

this contract shall be performed in compliance with all requirements of the Illinois Human 

Rights Act, 775 ILCS 5/1-101 et seq., and that the CONTRACTOR and its subcontractors shall 

not engage in any prohibited form of discrimination in employment as defined in that Act and 

shall maintain a sexual harassment policy as the Act requires. The CONTRACTOR shall 

maintain, and require that its subcontractors maintain, policies of equal employment 

opportunity which shall prohibit discrimination against any employee or applicant for 

employment on the basis of race, religion, color, sex, national origin, ancestry, citizenship 

status, age, marital status, physical or mental disability unrelated to the individual's ability to 

perform the essential functions of the job, association with a person with a disability, or 

unfavorable discharge from military service.  CONTRACTOR and all subcontractors shall 

comply with all requirements of the Act and of the Rules of the Illinois Department of Human 

Rights with regard to posting information on employees' rights under the Act.  

CONTRACTOR and all subcontractors shall place appropriate statements identifying their 

companies as equal opportunity employers in all advertisements for workers to be employed in 

WORK to be performed under this contract. 
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The CONTRACTOR shall obtain all necessary local and state licenses and/or permits 

that may be required for performance of the WORK and provide those licenses to the 

VILLAGE prior to commencement of the WORK. 

 

SECTION 8: NOTICE: Where notice is required by the CONTRACT 

DOCUMENTS it shall be considered received if it is delivered in person, sent by registered 

United States mail, return receipt requested, delivered by messenger or mail service with a 

signed receipt, sent by facsimile or e-mail with an acknowledgment of receipt, to the 

following: 

 

To the VILLAGE:    To the CONTRACTOR: 

 

Office of the Assistant Village Administrator ___________________________________ 

Village of River Forest    ___________________________________ 

400 Park Avenue    ___________________________________ 

River Forest, Illinois 60305   ___________________________________ 

Telephone: 708-366-8500   Telephone: _________________________ 

Facsimile: 708-366-3702   Facsimile: __________________________ 

e-mail: jspencer@vrf.us   e-mail: _____________________________ 

 

or to such other person or persons or to such other address or addresses as may be provided by 

either party to the other party. 

 

SECTION 9: STANDARD OF SERVICE: Services shall be rendered to the highest 

professional standards to meet or exceed those standards met by others providing the same or 

similar services in the metropolitan Chicago area.  Sufficient competent personnel shall be 

provided who with supervision shall complete the services required within the time allowed for 

performance.  The CONTRACTOR'S personnel shall, at all times present a neat appearance 

and shall be trained to handle all contact with Village residents or Village employees in a 

respectful manner.  At the request of the Village Administrator or a designee, the 

CONTRACTOR shall replace any incompetent, abusive or disorderly person in its employ. 

 

SECTION 10: PAYMENTS TO OTHER PARTIES: The CONTRACTOR shall not 

obligate the VILLAGE to make payments to third parties or make promises or representations 

to third parties on behalf of the VILLAGE without prior written approval of the Assistant 

Village Administrator or a designee. 

 

SECTION 11: COMPLIANCE: The CONTRACTOR shall comply with all of the 

requirements of the Contract Documents, including, but not limited to, the Illinois Prevailing 

Wage Act where applicable and all other applicable local, state and federal statutes, 

ordinances, codes, rules and regulations. 

 

SECTION 12: LAW AND VENUE: The laws of the State of Illinois shall govern this 

Contract and venue for legal disputes shall be Cook County, Illinois. 

 

mailto:jspencer@vrf.us
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SECTION 13: MODIFICATION: This Contract may be modified only by a written 

amendment signed by both PARTIES. 

 

SECTION 14: POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS: No political or campaign signs, 

symbols or slogans shall be visible on any Contractor or Subcontractor vehicles or property in 

the Village.  

 

SECTION 15: COUNTERPARTS: This Contract may be executed in two (2) or more 

counterparts, each of which taken together, shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

 

This Contract shall become effective on the date first shown herein and upon execution 

by duly authorized agents of the parties. 

 

 

FOR: THE VILLAGE  FOR: THE CONTRACTOR 

  

By:    By:    

 

Print Name:    Print Name:    

 

Title: ____________________________ Title:    

 

Date:    Date:    
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CERTIFICATION OF  

SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY 

 

 
 

                                                                                 hereby certifies that said Consultant/Vendor has a 

(Consultant) 

 

written sexual harassment policy in place in full compliance with 775 ILCS 5/2-105 (A) (4). 

 

 

Consultant/Subconsultant:           

 

Name of Authorized Representative:                                                                                                         

 

Signature of Authorized Representative:          

 

Title of Authorized Representative:          

 

 

Address:         

 

         

 

            

    

 

Date:      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this               day of                                  , 20  

 

 

       

Notary Public 
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CERTIFICATION OF  

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

 

 
 

                                                                                 hereby certifies that said Consultant/Vendor has a 

(Consultant) 

 

written substance abuse prevention program/policy in place in full compliance with 820 ILCS 

265/ which may be cited as the Substance Abuse Prevention on Public Works Projects Act, 

Public Act 95-0635.  

 

 

Consultant/Subconsultant:           

 

Name of Authorized Representative:                                                                                                         

 

Signature of Authorized Representative:          

 

Title of Authorized Representative:          

 

 

Address:         

 

         

 

            

    

 

Date:      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this               day of                                  , 20  

 

 

       

Notary Public 
 



**These images are not renderings from the contractor and should be referenced as examples only. 

An example of a privacy fence: 

 

 

An example of a split rail fence: 

 

 

 

 



An example of a dog ear spaced picket fence: 
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