
ADA Compliance: Any individual with a disability requesting a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in a public 
meeting should contact the Village at least 24 hours in advance of the scheduled meeting in person at Village Hall by telephone at 

708.366.8500 or by email: mwalsh@vrf.us. Every effort will be made to allow for meeting participation. 

 

 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

Monday, November 17th, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

You may submit written public comments in advance of the meeting by emailing them to vbot@vrf.us. If you wish 
to speak during Citizen Comments, please email lmasella@vrf.us by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 17, 2025. Please 
note that only those attending the meeting in person will be able to provide Citizen Comments. The meeting will be 
available for listening only through Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82063676956 or by phone at 312-626-6799 
using Meeting ID: 820 6367 6956. To access meeting materials or watch the YouTube livestream, please visit the 
Village website at https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2832. 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Elected Official Comments & Announcement 

5. Consent Agenda 

a. Village Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes – October 27th, 2025 

b. Village Board of Trustees Executive Session Meeting Minutes – October 27th, 2025 

c. Administration Department Report 

d. Monthly Department Reports 

e. Account Payable – October 2025 – $2,222,115.91 

f. October 2025 Financial Report 

g. Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Amendment – Ordinance  

h. Purchase Approval – StarChase LLC – StarChase Guardian VX – $40,000.00 

i. Intergovernmental Agreement – O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission Membership – Resolution 

6. Consent Agenda Items for Separate Consideration 

7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions, and Committees  

8. Unfinished Business 

a. A Resolution Placing a Binding Referendum Regarding Term Limits for River Forest Officials on the 

November 3rd, 2026, Ballot 

9. New Business 

a. Estimate of the 2025 Property Tax Levy – 1.90% 

10. Executive Session 

11. Adjournment 
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VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

October 27th, 2025 
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on 
October 27th at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue 
– River Forest, IL.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Upon roll call, the following 
persons were: 

 
Present: President Adduci, Trustees Brennan(Zoom), Bachner, Keskitalo, 

Vazquez, O’Connell, and Village Clerk Castellano 
Absent:  None 
Also Present:  Village Attorney Lance Malina, Village Administrator Matt Walsh, 

Assistant Village Administrator Jessica Spencer, Deputy Fire Chief 
Dave Bochenek, Director of Public Works and Engineering Jack 
Bielak, Deputy Police Chief Michael Swierczysnki, Assistant 
Finance Director KeKe Boyer, Assistant to the Director of Public 
Works Seth Jansen and Deputy Clerk Luke Masella 

 
MOTION by Trustee Vazquez to permit Trustee Brennan to participate 
virtually in tonight’s meeting due to personal illness. Seconded by Trustee 
Bachner. 

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustee O’Connell, Gillis, Bachner, Vazquez and Keskitalo 
Absent: None. 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
3.CITIZEN COMMENTS 
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President Adduci explained that because both public comments related to the 
tree preservation updates, the Board would respond to them during its 
consideration of agenda item 7.a.1. 

 
4. ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Trustee O’Connell reported that he attended the West Central Municipal 
Conference meeting along with other members of the Village Board and staff. 
He also reminded everyone about the upcoming Washington Boulevard 
Corridor meeting and the upcoming Economic Development Commission 
meeting. 
 
Trustee Keskitalo noted that the Washington Boulevard meeting will take place 
in Washington Square Park. She also reminded everyone that Halloween is this 
upcoming Friday and encouraged residents to consider donating to local charities 
or providing snacks as well. 
 
Trustee Brennan shared remarks regarding recent federal immigration 
enforcement activities taking place in the Village and nearby communities. 
 
Clerk Castellano had nothing to add to the record. 
 
Trustee Vazquez wished everyone a happy Halloween. 
 
Trustee Gillis reminded everyone about the upcoming Fire Department Blood 
Drive on November 13. She also encouraged residents to assist the Village in 
identifying their water service lines in order to determine which lead service lines 
will need to be replaced in the future. 
 
Trustee Bachner began her comments with a land acknowledgment. She then 
reminded everyone to be inclusive during trick or treating and to treat others 
with kindness. She also thanked Trustee Brennan for her remarks regarding 
federal immigration enforcement actions and encouraged residents to get 
involved with community organizations working on these issues. 
 
President Adduci wished everyone a happy and safe Halloween. 
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5.CONSENT AGENDA 

 
a. Village Board of Trustees Executive Session Meeting Minutes – October 13th, 

2025 
b. Administration Department Report 
c. Purchase Approval – Public Works Sewer Truck Repair – Wigit’s Truck 

Center, Inc – $21,445.68 
 

MOTION by Trustee Keskitalo to approve consent agenda items A through C.  
Seconded by Trustee Gillis.   

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustee Vazquez, Gillis, O’Connell, Brennan, Bachner and Keskitalo 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes. 

 
6.CONSENT ITEMS FOR SPEARATE CONSIDERATION 

 
None.  
 

7.RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND 
COMMITTEES 

 
a. Zoning Board of Appeals 

i. Proposed Text Amendments – Update to Section 10-24 Regarding Tree 
Preservation – Ordinance 

 
MOTION by Trustee Gillis to approve an Ordinance updating Chapter 24, 
Landscape Requirements, of Section 10, Zoning, of the Village of River Forest 
Village Codes. Seconded by Trustee Bachner. 
 
President Adduci invited those wishing to speak on this topic to make public 
comment now. 
 
Dan McGee provided public comment on the proposed changes, expressing 
concerns about certain portions and asking staff several questions about them. 
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Assistant to the Director of Public Works Seth Jansen responded to the concerns 
raised by Mr. McGee and fielded questions from the Board. 
 
Dan McGee asked whether he would be permitted to remove a specific tree on 
his property under the proposed changes. 
 
Mr. Jansen responded that he would and provided additional explanation of the 
process. 
 
Trustee Gillis then asked what would happen if an applicant did not meet the 
requirements for approval of a zoning variation under the proposed changes. 
 
Mr. Jansen explained that in that situation, the applicant would be required to 
plant a suitable new tree. 
 
Trustee Bachner asked if the tree placement is by diameter or just by tree. 
 
Mr. Jansen explained that the determination is made on a by tree basis and 
clarified how the Sustainability Commission reached that conclusion. He then 
reiterated that the tree replacement requirement would only apply if a resident 
removed a tree as part of a zoning variation request. He also noted that these 
new proposed changes are minimal compared to the regulations that comparable 
communities have in place.  
 
President Adduci requested that staff research ways to make these regulations 
clearer and less confusing. 
 
Administrator Walsh noted that staff could create a pamphlet or similar 
informational resource for residents to review when they apply for or research 
building application materials. 
 
Mr. Jansen noted that he has already worked with the Village building 
department to ensure residents will be informed of these proposed regulations if 
they are implemented. 
 
Trustee Brennan suggested that an additional whereas clause be added to the 
ordinance to help clarify the changes. 
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Attorney Malina noted that this could be done but reminded everyone that 
Whereas clauses do not appear in the code itself. 
 
President Adduci stated that she felt a pamphlet or some form of educational 
material should be created for residents regarding the proposed changes. 
 
Trustee Bachner requested that the language in the ordinance be made gender 
neutral. 
 
The second speaker in the audience indicated that they would no longer 
participate in public comment. 
 
Village Attorney Malina read the updated version of the amended whereas clause 
in the ordinance aloud. 
 
The Village Board and Village Attorney Malina talked about the potential impact 
of these proposed changes on hypothetical zoning scenarios. 
 
Trustees Gillis and Bachner amended their motion to include the proposed 
language from Village Attorney Malina. 

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustee Vazquez, Gillis, O’Connell, Brennan, Bachner and Keskitalo 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 
 
Trustee Keskitalo voted yes with the understanding that the Village will provide 
additional information on these changes to residents when they apply for 
building department related projects. 
 
Motion Passes. 

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
None.  

 
9.NEW BUSINESS 

 
None. 
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10.EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
MOTION by Trustee Vazquez to enter into Executive Session pursuant to 
pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(6) to discuss the setting of a price for the sale or 
lease of property owned by the public body and the Village Board will adjourn 
after executive session and will not return to open session. Seconded by Trustee 
O’Connell.  
 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustee O’Connell, Gillis, Bachner, Vazquez and Keskitalo 
Absent: None. 
Nays: None 
 
Motion Passes and the Village Board entered executive session at 7:36pm.  

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

 
      MOTION to adjourn by Trustee Vazquez, Seconded by Trustee O’Connell.    

 
Roll call: 
Ayes: Trustee Vazquez, Gillis, Bachner, Brennan, O’Connell, and Keskitalo 
Absent: None 
Nays: None 

 
      The Village Board of Trustees Meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.  

 
 
_________________________________________     
Rosa Castellano, Village Clerk 
 
Date:___________________________________ 



 

 

Date: November 17th, 2025 

 
To: President Adduci & Village 

Board of Trustees 
 

From:    Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 

Subject: Administration Report 

Upcoming Public Meetings and Closures 

 

Wednesday, November 19th 
 
Thursday, November 20th 

 

Thursday and Friday, November  
27th–28th  

 7:00pm 
 
      Canceled 

NA 

Traffic and Safety Commission  
 
Development Review Board 
 
Village Hall Closed for Thanksgiving 
Holiday  

Recent Payments of >$10,000 

In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and 
$20,000 that have occurred since the last Board meeting: 
 

Vendor Amount Description 

 Andy Frain Services Inc $15,908.74  September 2025 Crossing Guards 

 Christopher B. Burke Engineering 

Ltd 
$13,743.78  Engineering Services 

 State Treasurer $18,555.87  State Income Tax 

 
 

October 2025 Highlights 

New Business Licenses 1 

Freedom of Information Act Requests 14 

Net New Email Subscribers (Past 30 days) 1 
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: Matt Walsh – Village Administrator   

FROM: James Greenwood- Chief of Police  

SUBJECT: October 2025 Monthly Report 

 
     Crime Statistics 

The month of October 2025 indicated a 19% decrease in Group A offenses in comparison to October 2024. Group A 

offenses year to date show an increase of 19% from the same period in 2024. There was a 24% decrease in calls for 

service in comparison from October 2024.  

 

 Oct Oct Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 

2025 2024 +/- +/- 2025 2024 +/- +/- 
Group A 29 36 -7 -19% 335 294 48 19% 

         

Group B 22 14 8 57% 120 99 23 31% 

         

All Other 25 28 -3 -11% 261 314 -63 -21% 

         

Reports 139 154 -15 -10% 1,281 1,204 77 6% 

         

Events 805 1059 -254 -24% 8,722 10,527 -1,805 -17% 
 

 

Town Center 

The Police Department responded to fifty-eight (58) calls for service at the Town Center properties in October 2025; of 

those calls there were thirty-four (34) reported crimes, which included twenty (20) Retail Thefts and eight (8) 

Panhandlers/Removals. There was a twenty-nine percent (-29%) decrease in calls for service in comparison to October 

2024 statistics. In addition, there was a sixty percent (-60%) decrease in panhandler/removals in comparison from 

October 2024. 

 

Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 

 Attended the West Suburban Chief’s of Police meeting and training on October 1, 2025. 

 Attended the Village Board Meeting on October 13, 2025. 

 Attended the West Suburban Enhanced Drug and Gang Enforcement (WEDGE) task force quarterly meeting on 
October 14, 2025. 

 Attended the IRMA Education Summit in Naperville on October 15, 2025. 

 Hosted the Quarterly Community Safety Meeting on October 22, 2025. 

DATE: November 17, 2025 
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 Hosted a Command Team and Sergeant’s Meeting with IRMA Executive Director Margo Ely on October 23, 
2025. 

 Attended the Triton College Criminal Justice Advisory Committee meeting on October 23, 2025. 

 Attended the Village Board Meeting on October 27, 2025. 

 
School and Community Support 

The following is a summary of the activity that occurred during October relating to Ordinance Enforcement and School 
Resource/Community Service. 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2025 ACTIVITY CSO BUS 

Bank/Metra 19 Assignments 

3 Hrs 

Errands 3 Assignments 

4 Hrs 

Local Ordinance Enforcement / 

Citations 

0 Assignment 

 0 Citations 

Parking Citations 44 Citations 

Fingerprinting Assignments 1 Assignment 

20 Mins 

Administrative Duties 17 Assignments 

50 Hrs 

Animal Calls 5 Assignments 

2.5 Hrs 

Vehicle Service 7 Assignments  

6 Hrs 

Crossings 0 Assignments 

0 Hrs 

Bond Hearing / Court       7 Assignments 

3.5 Hrs 

Other Assignments 22 Assignments 

14.5 Hrs 

Adjudication / Red Light Hearing 2 Assignments 

1.75 Hrs 

Child Safety Seat Inspection/Install 0 Assignments 

0 Hrs 

Other Calls for Service  15 Assignments 

8.5 Hrs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Page 3 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                            School Resource/Community Service Officer Activity Summary for October 2025 

Written Reports 4 

Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 63 

River Forest Community Safety and Too Good 
For Drugs Activities 

16 

Calls for Service 
               17 

Other Assignments 32 Assignments, 62 hours 

Special Assignments 35 Assignments, 57 hours 

 

 

School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for October 2025 

 
Ofc. Drake completed the following: 

 

 Attended River Forest Library Touch a Truck on 10/02/2025. 

 Completed juvenile follow up and supplemental report #25-01190 on 10/02/2025. 

 Completed elderly service follow up and supplemental report #25-01197 on 10/02/2025. 

 Attended Grace Lutheran School Walk A Thon on 10/03/2025. 

 Attended Sheridan Coffee with a Cop on 10/03/2025. 

 Assisted with Tour de Proviso ride and event on 10/04/2025. 

 Conducted one (1) Too Good For Drugs lesson at St. Vincent Ferrer School on 10/06/2025. 

 Conducted three (3) River Forest Community Safety presentations at St. Luke on 10/07/2025. 

 Attended Youth Network Council meeting on 10/09/2025. 

 Attended St. Luke School Walk A Thon on 10/10/2025. 

 Conducted ALICE drill at Trinity on 10/10/2025. 

 Met with CITE/OPRF student intern on 10/14/2025. 

 Attended Child Safety Seat Recertification training on 10/14/2025. 

 Conducted one (1) Too Good For Drugs lesson at Grace Lutheran School on 10/15/2025. 

 Attended Grace Lutheran School safety meeting on 10/16/2025. 

 Conducted two (2) Too Good For Drugs lessons at St. Luke School on 10/17/2025. 

 Attended St. Luke School event on 10/17/2025. 

 Assisted with Lincoln School 5k on 10/18/2025. 

OCTOBER 2025 CSO BUS CSO 

BUS 

VIOLATION TYPE TICKETS WARNINGS 

Time Limit 0 
 

No Parking Anytime 2 
 

Vehicle License 4 
 

Fire Lane/Hydrant 2 
 

Handicapped 0 
 

Resident Only Zone 6 
 

Permit Parking Only 18 
 

Daily Parking Fee Zone 12 
 

Expired Registration 0 
 

Other Parking Offense 0 
 

TOTAL 44 0 
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 Attended meeting with Dominican University Campus Safety on 10/21/2025. 

 Conducted ALICE drill at Grace Lutheran School on 10/22/2025. 

 Conducted lockdown drill at Keystone Montessori on 10/22/2025. 

 Conducted two (2) River Forest Community Safety presentations at Keystone Montessori on 10/22/2025. 

 Conducted Quarterly Community Safety Meeting on 10/22/2025. 

 Conducted three (3) River Forest Community Safety presentations at St. Vincent Ferrer School on 10/23/2025. 

 Met with CITE/OPRF student intern on 10/28/2025. 

 Completed International Center for Digital Threat Assessment Cyberbullying Virtual training on 10/29/2025. 

 Conducted one (1) Too Good for Drugs lesson at Grace Lutheran School on 10/29/2025. 

 Attended St. Vincent Ferrer School Halloween parade on 10/31/2025. 

 Conducted two (2) Too Good for Drugs lessons at St. Luke School on 10/31/2025. 

 Monitored Roosevelt Middle School arrival for e-scooter education throughout the month. 

 Completed bicycle registrations throughout the month. 

 Conducted business and school premise checks throughout the month. 

 Assisted with records/administrative tasks throughout the month. 

 Assisted investigations unit throughout the month. 
 

UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for November 2025 

 
Ofc. Drake will: 

 

 Attend Youth Network Council meeting on 11/06/2025. 

 Attend Snapchat Law Enforcement Summit virtual training on 11/06/2025. 

 Meet with CITE/OPRF student intern on 11/11/2025 and 11/25/2025. 

 Attend M-Team virtual meeting on 11/19/2025. 

 Attend Illinois Tactical Officers Association Conference on 11/23/2025, 11/24/2025 and 11/25/2025. 

 Conduct Too Good For Drugs lessons throughout the month. 

 Conduct River Forest Community Safety presentations throughout the month. 

 Complete lockdown drills throughout the month. 
 
Sgt. Ransom will also: 

 Continue training under Commander Grill in the Support Services role. 

 Continue ongoing ICAC investigations.  

 Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload. 

 Plan special events and complete permit reviews and approvals. 

 Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests. 

 Assist with Information Technology projects. 

 Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used in police 
response and criminal investigations. 

 Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment. 

 Manage LPR system 

 Manage Street Camera System. 

 Assist with Red Light Enforcement system. 

 Continue to support CSO Bus, SRO Drake, and the Records functions.  
 
 CSO Bus will: 

 

 Monitor parking issues near the various schools. 

 Assist with Child Safety Seat Installations  

 Enforce any/all new regulated parking zones. 
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 Monitor crossing guard performance and presence. 

 Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center. 

 Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and Handicapped 
Parking Only Areas etc. 

 Assist with Court records communications. 

 Assist with Animal Control. 

 Administer traffic control services during Fire and Police related events. 

 Continue to utilize the Automated License Plate Reader to increase efficiency and effectiveness of parking 
enforcement efforts to gain better community compliance. 

 Parking Enforcement areas of focus: 000 Lathrop hourly parking, Parking near both Universities. 
 

 

 

 

           

River Forest Commander Grill, Sgt. Ransom, Ofc. Drake and RFFD Deputy Chief Bochenek attended the  
Tour de Proviso Ride on October 4, 2025. 
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Active Solicitor Permits 

Individual or Organization Description Expires 

Kramer Window Window Replacement 06/10/2026 

Joy Milk Tea Inc. Mile Tea Pop-Up 06/14/2026 

Perspective Development Inc. Fiber Internet  02/20/2026 

Edward Jones Financial Services  06/26/2026 

Anderson Corp. Window/Door Sales 07/11/2026 

Future Kids of America Empowering Youth Through Academics 07/23/2026 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign  12/25/2025 

 

 

Budget and Fiscal Monitoring 

 
October 1 – October 31, 2025 

October is the sixth month of Fiscal Year 2026. There was a 16% increase in overtime costs in comparison to October 2024. 

Overtime costs increased by 19% YTD, compared to Fiscal Year 2025 YTD. 

 

Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
Community Policing/Crime Prevention Activities: 

 

 Officers conducted additional patrols and premise checks in the business districts, parks, school play areas, block 
parties, and the library. 

 Officers conducted numerous traffic missions in locations that have been identified as priorities based on traffic 
crash data and citizen requests. 

 Officers conducted daily School Enforcement at all D90 schools and private schools. 

 Officers conducted educational E-Scooter juvenile interactions at schools and parks. 

 Officers monitored Halloween Trick-or Treating hours and handed out candy. 
 

 

Category Total # 

Paid FY26 

10/31 

Total # 

Paid 

FY26 

Y-T-D 

Expenditure/ 

Revenue  

FY26 

10/31 

FY26 Y-T-D 

Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 

Citations 

288 1106 $12,255 $90,326 

Admin. Tows 29 127 $14,500 $70,500 

Local Ordinance  1 7 $185 $1,082 

Overtime 483.5hrs 2,352.5hrs $36,325 $204,023 
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Directed Patrols/ Traffic Enforcement 

 
The Midnight Shift focused traffic enforcement using saturation enforcement techniques on North Avenue.  Officers made 
fifty-two (52) stops, issued sixty-two (62) citations and fifteen (15) warnings during their traffic missions. The shift made 
five (5) traffic arrests, and three (3) vehicles were administratively towed during the enforcement traffic missions.   
 
Dayshift focused traffic enforcement on Chicago Avenue and on Madison Street.  Officers made forty-one (41) stops, 
issued sixty-three (63) citations and fifteen (15) warnings. The shift recorded eleven (11) traffic-related arrests during 
enforcement missions this month. Nine (9) vehicles were administratively towed.  
 
The Afternoon Shift focused their traffic enforcement efforts primarily in school zones on Lake Street, Division Street, 
and on Chicago Avenue. Officers made forty-nine (49) stops, issued fifty-six (56) citations and eighteen (18) warnings 
during traffic enforcement missions. The shift recorded eight (8) traffic-related arrests and administratively towed five (5) 
cars. 
 
Notable Events and Arrests: 

 

25-01201  Retail Theft & Obstructing a Peace Officer 

On October 1, 2025, 5:19PM, a River Forest officer was on a foot patrol at 7525 Lake Street (Jewel-Osco) and observed a 
retail theft in-progress.  The juvenile offender exited the store without purchasing merchandise and fled on foot from the 
officer.  The juvenile offender was located in the backyard of 334 Lathrop Avenue and arrested for retail theft.  The stolen 
merchandise valued at $267.22 was recovered and returned to the Jewel-Osco.  The juvenile, a male from Chicago, was 
transported to the station where it was determined the juvenile had already received a Criminal Trespass Warning from the 
Jewel-Osco for a previous retail theft.  The juvenile was charged with Retail Theft, Criminal Trespass to Real Property, 
and Obstructing a Peace Officer.  The juvenile offender was given a juvenile court hearing date and released from the 
station into the custody of the legal guardian. 
 

25-01205  Driving with No Valid Driver’s License 

On October 3, 2025, 5:38AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near Thatcher Avenue and Division 
Street observed a vehicle driving 52mph on Thatcher Avenue (where the speed limit is 25mph) with a suspended 
registration.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 28-year-old male from Chicago, was found to be driving despite 
never having been issued a driver’s license.  He was arrested for Driving with No Valid Driver’s License, processed, and 
later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 

25-01213  Driving Under the Influence 

On October 4, 2025, 1:48AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Division Street and Harlem Avenue observed a vehicle 
with an expired registration swerving out of its lane and improperly stopping at intersections while driving on Division 
Street.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 52-year-old male from Chicago, admitted to consuming alcohol, 
exhibited signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the 
Influence of Alcohol.  He also could not provide proof of insurance for the vehicle.  At the station, he provided a sample 
revealing a Blood Alcohol Content of 0.200.  The male driver was processed and later released on a Citation and Notice. 
The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 

25-01240  Driving While License Suspended 

On October 10, 2025, 1:06AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near Lake Street and Thatcher 
Avenue observed a vehicle driving 44mph on Thatcher where the speed limit is 25mph.  The vehicle was stopped and the 
driver, a 19-year-old male from Maywood, was found to be driving with a suspended license, suspended for being 
convicted of too many traffic violations within 24 months.  He was arrested for Driving While License Suspended, 
processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the 
vehicle. 
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25-01242  Driving with No Valid Driver’s License 

On October 11, 2025, 5:21AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Augusta Street and Park Avenue observed a vehicle 
disregarding a stop sign while driving on Augusta Street.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 21-year-old male 
from Chicago, was found to be driving despite never having been issued a driver’s license.  He was arrested for Driving 
with No Valid Driver’s License, processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an 
administrative hold placed on the vehicle.  
 
25-01253  Driving Under the Influence 

On October 13, 2025, 2:42AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Augusta Street and Harlem Avenue observed a 
vehicle swerving out of its lane, making improper turns, and failing to use turn signals while driving on Harlem Avenue.  
The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 31-year-old male from Cicero, admitted to consuming alcohol, exhibited signs 
of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of 
Alcohol.  At the station, he provided a sample revealing a Blood Alcohol Content of 0.155. He was processed and later 
released on a Citation and Notice. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
25-01257  Retail Theft 

On October 13, 2025, 02:07PM, River Forest units were dispatched to 7525 Lake Street (Jewel-Osco) for a retail theft that 
just occurred. The caller related that a subject stole liquor and exited the store. Officers searched the area for the offender 
and located a subject matching the description nearby. The subject was identified as 20-year-old male from Harwood 
Heights. The subject was positively identified as the offender who stole (2) bottles of liquor valued at $74.98. The 
offender was arrested and transported to the station for processing. The offender was subsequently charged with 
misdemeanor Retail Theft and released from the station on a Citation and Notice with a court date at Maybrook 
Courthouse. 
 
25-01264  Retail Theft & Obstructing Identification 

On October 14, 2025 3:51PM, River Forest units were dispatched to 7251 Lake Street (Walgreens) for the retail theft that 
just occurred.  River Forest units located a subject matching the description of the offender at Harlem Avenue and Circle 
Avenue.  The subject became aggressive and was detained in handcuffs.  The subject was positively identified by the 
witness as the offender and the offender provided a false name and date of birth.  The stolen merchandise valued at 
$270.28 was recovered and returned to the Walgreens. The offender was transported to the station, and the offender was 
identified as a 29-year-old male from Chicago.  The offender was charged with Felony Retail Theft and Obstructing 
Identification.  The offender was given a felony court date and released from the station on a Citation and Notice. 
 
25-01267  No Valid Driver’s License & Obstructing Identification 

On October 15, 2025 08:03AM, A River Forest officer was conducting traffic enforcement on Chicago Avenue when he 
was alerted by a License Plate Reader (LPR) for a vehicle with suspended registration. A traffic stop was conducted on the 
vehicle in the 8000 block of Chicago Avenue. The driver was identified as a 34-year-old female from Chicago. The driver 
was determined to have never been issued a license and was arrested. The offender was transported back to the station for 
processing where she later admitted to lying about her name to officers. The driver was subsequently charged with Driving 
Without a Valid Driver’s License, Obstructing Identification and other traffic related offenses. She was released on a 
Citation and Notice and given a court date at the Maybrook Courthouse.  
 
25-01269  Fleeing/Eluding & Resisting a Peace Officer 
On October 16, 2025 12:52AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Harlem Avenue and Chicago Avenue observed a 
vehicle driving 69mph on Harlem Avenue where the speed limit is 30mph.  The officer attempted to stop the vehicle, but 
it fled recklessly, and the officer did not pursue it.  The officer recorded the registration and went to the registered owner’s 
house nearby, where he located the vehicle and the driver, a 33-year-old male from Chicago. The driver attempted to 
escape from the officer and resisted arrest.  He was arrested for Fleeing/Eluding and Resisting a Peace Officer, processed, 
and later released on a Citation and Notice.  The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
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25-01271  Soliciting Without a Permit & Disorderly Conduct  

On October 16, 2025 2:47PM, River Forest units were dispatched to 712 Lathrop Avenue for the subject threatening to do 
harm to the resident.  Upon arrival, the victim advised the offender knocked on his door for soliciting purposes and the 
offender made threatening statements when told to leave the property.  A subject matching the description was located 
soliciting without a permit at 946 Ashland Avenue and was positively identified by the victim as the offender.  The 
offender was arrested for Disorderly Conduct and identified as a 54-year-old male from Chicago.  The offender was issued 
a Local Ordinance Citation for Soliciting Without a Permit and charged with Disorderly Conduct.  The offender was given 
a misdemeanor court date and released on scene with a Citation and Notice. 
 
25-01276  Driving Under the Influence 

On October 18, 2025 1:48AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Chicago Avenue and Harlem Avenue observed a 
vehicle driving 48mph on Harlem Avenue (where the speed limit is 30mph) and swerving out of its lane.  The vehicle was 
stopped and the driver, a 19-year-old male from Elmwood Park, exhibited signs of alcohol impairment, failed 
Standardized Field Sobriety Tests, and was arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  At the station, he 
provided a sample revealing a Blood Alcohol Content of 0.151. He was processed and later released on a Citation and 
Notice. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
25-01287  Retail Theft & Obstructing Identification & Warrant 

On October 22, 2025 08:45AM, River Forest units were dispatched to 7525 Lake Street (Jewel-Osco) for a retail theft that 
just occurred. The caller related that a male subject exited the store with packages of gum. Responding officers arrived on 
scene and located a subject matching the description in the 500 block of Lathrop Avenue. The subject was detained and 
positively identified as the offender by a witness. The offender was identified as a 36-year-old male from Chicago. 
Located inside the subjects’ pockets were packages of gum which had a total retail value of $34.45. The offender was 
arrested and transported to the police station for processing. It was determined that the subject had lied about his name and 
subsequently had an active warrant out of Cook County. The subject was charged with misdemeanor Retail Theft, 
Obstructing Identification and a Warrant charge. He was processed and transported to the Maybrook Courthouse for a 
detention hearing.  
 
25-01305  Driving While License Suspended 

On October 26, 2025 12:15AM, a River Forest officer conducting traffic enforcement near Thatcher Avenue and Division 
Street observed a vehicle driving 60mph on Thatcher Avenue where the speed limit is 25mph, disregarding a stop sign, 
and with several passengers not wearing seat belts.  The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 31-year-old male from 
Chicago, was found to be driving with a suspended license, suspended for failure to appear at court after a traffic violation.  
He was arrested for Driving While License Suspended, processed, and later released on a Citation and Notice.   
 

25-01306  Driving Under the Influence & Concealed Carry Act Violation 
On October 26, 2025, at 1:48AM, a River Forest officer on patrol near Chicago Avenue and Harlem Avenue observed a 
vehicle driving 47mph on Harlem Avenue where the speed limit is 30mph and failing to signal lane changes.  The vehicle 
was stopped and the driver, a 35-year-old male from Chicago, exhibited signs of alcohol impairment, and was arrested for 
Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol.  He also could not provide proof of insurance for the vehicle.  The driver was 
also found to be in possession of a firearm and was charged with a violation of the Concealed Carry Act for being in 
Possession of a Firearm While Intoxicated.  He was processed and later released on a Citation and Notice. The vehicle was 
towed with an administrative hold placed on the vehicle. 
 
25-01318  Battery 

On October 28, 2025, 11:32AM, River Forest Units were dispatched to 7411 Lake Street for a report of a battery. A 
subject who was waiting to be seen by medical staff became irate and pushed an employee/victim inside a waiting room. 
The subject was later identified as a 66-year-old male River Forest resident who was taken into custody after the victim 
wished to sign complaints for battery. The subject was charged with misdemeanor Battery and released from the police 
station on a Citation and Notice. The subject was given a court date at the Maybrook Courthouse. 
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25-01320  Obstructing a Peace Officer 

On October 28, 2025, 5:10PM, a River Forest officer observed a vehicle traveling eastbound in the 7700 block of Madison 
Street with a cracked windshield and expired registration.  The officer conducted a traffic stop at Madison Street and 
Hannah Avenue in Forest Park.  The passenger was observed not wearing a seat belt and refused to identify himself.  The 
passenger was arrested for obstructing a peace officer and identified as a 30-year-old male from Maywood.  The driver 
complied and was issued a citation for the Expired Registration.  The offender was transported to the station for 
processing, issued a citation for Failure to Wear a Seat Belt and charged with Obstructing a Peace Officer.  The offender 
was given a misdemeanor court date and released from the station on a Citation and Notice. 
 
25-01333  Driving Under the Influence/ Traffic Crash 

On October 30, 2025, 6:41PM, River Forest units were dispatched to the intersection of Washington Boulevard and 
Franklin Avenue for a traffic crash with possible injuries. The investigation revealed a vehicle traveling eastbound on 
Washington Boulevard disregarded the red traffic light at Franklin Avenue and struck a vehicle traveling southbound in 
the intersection. The driver of the vehicle that was struck was not injured. The driver of the striking vehicle, a 39-year-old 
male from Chicago, was transported to Oak Park Hospital with suspected minor injuries. The driver of the striking vehicle 
exhibited signs of alcohol consumption, and his driving privileges were suspended for Statutory Summary Suspension. 
The driver of the striking vehicle was arrested and charged with Aggravated Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol, 
Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol, Driving While License Suspended, and other Illinois Vehicle Code violations. 
The driver was issued a felony court date and released from the station with a Citation and Notice.  
 
25-01336  Assist Oak Park Police Department/ILEAS Call Out 
On October 31, 2025, the River Forest Police Department (RFPD) responded to a mutual aid request from Oak Park 
Police following a large-scale disturbance in downtown Oak Park. The incident involved a crowd of individuals, with 
reports of a confirmed gunshot, multiple altercations, and property damage. RFPD officers assisted in crowd control and 
public safety efforts, including the use of non-lethal pepperball launchers in two separate instances where individuals 
failed to comply with lawful orders. These tools were deployed safely and effectively to disperse aggressive individuals 
and prevent further escalation. No injuries were reported. 
 
All actions taken by RFPD officers were reviewed and found to be consistent with department policy and use-of-force 
protocols. Officers involved were trained in the safe and precise use of pepperball systems, which offer a localized 
response with minimal risk to bystanders.  
 

 Midnights 
2230-0630 

Day Watch 
0630-1430 

Third Watch 
1430-2230 

Criminal Arrests 3 8 4 

Warrant Arrests 1 1 0 

D.U.I Arrests 4 0 1 

Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 5 13 14 

Hazardous Moving Violations 118 79 101 

Compliance Citations 26 11 17 

Parking Citations 182 56 3 

Traffic Stop Data Sheets 127 66 122 

Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 12 0 5 

Field Interviews 2 4 6 

Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 481 323 283 

Written Reports 37 48 82 

Administrative Tows 10 13 9 

Sick Time used (in days) 5 1 3 
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Detective Division 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola worked nineteen (19) days performing detective duties. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola was assigned as a WEDGE supervisor for two shifts. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola completed one day of state-mandated in-service training and assisted in instruction. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola attended court and grand jury for previous felony arrests. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola completed the background investigation for one firefighter applicant and attended a Board of 
Fire and Police Commission meeting. 
 
Detective Sergeant Labriola attended the quarterly police department safety meeting. 
 
During the month of October, the Detective Unit completed numerous online mandated continuous educational courses. 
 
During the month of September, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed five (5) cases for potential follow-up. Of those 
cases, two (2) were cleared by arrest, one (1) was exceptionally cleared, one (1) was administratively closed, and one (1) 
is still active.  The Unit also continued to investigate open cases from previous months, as well as assisted the Patrol 
Division in cases reported in the month of October.   
 

Year to Date Arrest Statistics 
 

Quantity Arrested # Felony 
Charges 

# Misdemeanor 
Charges 

# Warrants 

 26 29 16 7 

 

October 2025 Case Assignment Summary 

 

Group A # Cases Cleared 

by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Forgery 1 1        

Battery 1 1        

Criminal Sexual Assault 1      1   

Group A Total 3 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Group B # Cases Cleared 

by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except 

Clear 

Pend Refer Unfound 

Hit & Run 1         

Death Investigation  1  1   1    

Group B Total 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 

TOTALS 5 2 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 
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October 2025 Juvenile Arrests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Investigations 

25-01232   Unlawful use of Credit Card 

On October 8, 2025, 3:34PM, a River Forest Officer met with the daughter of two elderly residents from the 1000 block of 
Bonnie Brae Place who wanted to report that the couple’s credit card had been used without their permission.  
Investigators obtained video surveillance from the stores where the credit card was used and determined that the couple’s 
caretaker was the one responsible for the unauthorized use of the credit card.  The caretaker, a 45-year-old female from 
Chicago, was taken into custody by investigators on October 19, 2025, and charged with forgery.  This case was cleared 
by an arrest. 
 

25-01262   Death Investigation 

On October 14, 2025,7:14AM, a River Forest Officer responded to the Sheridan located at 800 Harlem Avenue to assist 
the River Forest paramedics for an 80-year-old female resident who fell inside and was unconscious.  The female was 
transported to Rush Oak Park Hospital where she was pronounced deceased.  After an autopsy was completed by the Cook 
County Medical Examiner’s Office, it was determined that she passed away of natural causes.  This case was 
administratively closed. 
 

25-01277   Hit & Run 

On October 18, 2025, 12:31PM, a River Forest Officer responded to the 300 block of Ashland Avenue for a hit and run 
accident.  The owner of the vehicle that was struck related that her vehicle was legally parked and unattended when it was 
struck.  A witness observed the accident and provided police with the offending vehicle’s registration information.  The 
vehicle was located on October 25, 2025, and towed with an administrative hold. The owner of the offending vehicle 
provided insurance which was given to the victim.  This case was exceptionally cleared. 
 

25-01292   Criminal Sexual Assault 

On October 21, 2025, 9:16PM, the Oak Park Police Department faxed a Criminal Sexual Assault confirmation to the 
River Forest Police Department.  Oak Park Police Department responded to Rush Oak Park Hospital where a female 
victim related that she was sexually assaulted by a male subject with a butcher knife in front of McDonald’s located at 624 
Harlem Avenue on October 21, 2025, at approximately 6:00PM.  Video surveillance recovered from McDonald’s did not 
depict her claims and attempts to make contact with the victim by investigators have been unsuccessful.  This case is 
pending cooperation and results from the Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center in Chicago.   
 

25-01295   Battery  

On October 24, 2025, 10:17AM, River Forest Officers responded to Dominican University located at 7900 Division Street 
in reference to a battery that just occurred.  The victim related that she was involved in a road rage incident with another 
female driver who followed the victim to campus.  Once the victim arrived on campus, the female offender punched the 
victim in her face.  Investigators identified the offender who was positively identified in a photo lineup.  On October 29, 
2025, with the assistance of the West Suburban Enhanced Drug and Gang task force unit (WEDGE), the offending vehicle 
was towed.  Investigators placed the offender into custody the same day and she was charged with battery.  This case was 
closed by arrest. 
 
 

 

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 

Retail Theft/Obstructing   1  

Curfew  6   

Disorderly Conduct  5   

Underage Consumption of 

Alcohol 
 1   

Total (13) 0 12 1 0 
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Old Investigations 

25-00580   Reckless Driving  

On May 19, 2025, 8:55AM, a River Forest Officer was in the 7800 block of Washington Boulevard when he observed a 
vehicle traveling 60MPH and disregard multiple stop signs.  The Officer was unable to safely catch up with the vehicle 
with emergency equipment activated but was able to obtain the registration from a license plate reader.  The driver cannot 
be identified but the vehicle is eligible for an administrative tow but has not been located as of now.  On October 10, 2025, 
investigators located the offending vehicle and towed it with an administrative hold.  This case is exceptionally cleared. 
 
25-00767   Death Investigation 

On June 28, 2025, 2:46PM, River Forest Officers responded to the Sheridan at 800 N. Harlem Avenue in reference to a 
death investigation.  It was determined that the deceased’s husband provided prescription pills that the deceased took on 
her own.  The husband, a 75-year-old male from Chicago was taken into custody and investigators served multiple search 
warrants pertaining to the investigation.  The male subject was released without charge pending furth analysis from the 
Cook County Medical Examiner’s Office.  The Cook County Medical Examiner ruled this death as a suicide.  The Cook 
County State’s Attorney’s Office declined to charge this case.  Therefore, this case was exceptionally cleared. 

 
25-01183   Retail Theft 

On September 25, 2025, 1:18PM, a River Forest Officer responded to the Jewel/Osco located at 7525 Lake Street in 
reference to a retail theft which occurred on September 17, 2025.  The store employee reported that on September 17, 
2025, at 8:15AM, a male subject entered the store and stole over $1,600 worth of liquor which was captured on store 
video surveillance.  Investigators utilized Village of River Forest Street cameras and automated license plate readers to 
identify the offending vehicle the offender used to flee the scene.  Investigators have tentatively identified the offender and 
are awaiting confirmation of the identification from photo lineups.  The offender has now been identified from photo 
lineups and other identifications from officers in neighboring jurisdictions.  On October 9, 2025, investigators located and 
towed the offending vehicle.  However, attempts to apprehend the offender have been unsuccessful.  This case is still 
pending. 
 

Training 

During the month of September 2025, twenty-eight (26) officers/civilian employees attended different training classes for 
a total of four-hundred and eighty-two (482) hours of training.  The Department members, courses, and total number of 
hours included in the courses are detailed below. 
 

Officer Course Start End Hours 

Barcenas OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Barcenas Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Barcenas Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Bourdeau Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Bourdeau CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Bourdeau Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Bourdeau OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Bourdeau Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Bourdeau Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Bourdeau Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Bus CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Casarez Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Casarez CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Casarez OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Casarez Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 
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Officer Course Start End Hours 

Casarez Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Casarez Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Casarez Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Cassidy Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Cassidy CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Cassidy OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Cassidy Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Cassidy Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Cassidy Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Cassidy Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Catalano Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Catalano CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Catalano OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Catalano Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Catalano Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Catalano Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Catalano Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Coleman Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Coleman OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Coleman Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Cortes NIPAS 1 Day Training 10/23/2025 10/23/2025 8 

Cortes 40 Hour Field Training Officer-Sokolove 10/20/2025 10/24/2025 40 

Czernik NIPAS 1 Day Training 10/23/2025 10/23/2025 8 

Czernik Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Czernik CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Czernik OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Czernik OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Czernik Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Czernik Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Czernik Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Czernik Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Czernik Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Czernik Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Drake OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Drake Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Drake Child Safety Seat Recertification 10/14/2025 10/14/2025 8.5 

Drake Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Fries OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Fries Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Fries Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Gonzalez Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Gonzalez CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 
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Officer Course Start End Hours 

Gonzalez OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Gonzalez Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Gonzalez Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Gonzalez Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Gonzalez Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Greenwood Basics: Risk Management & Safety 10/15/2025 10/15/2025 6.75 

Greenwood Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Greenwood CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Greenwood OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Greenwood Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Greenwood Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Greenwood Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Greenwood Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Grill OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Grill Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Grill Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Humphreys Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Humphreys CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Humphreys OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Humphreys Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Humphreys Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Humphreys Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Humphreys Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Juarez Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Juarez CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Juarez Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Juarez Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Juarez OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Juarez Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Juarez Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Labriola OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Labriola Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Labriola Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Lenz OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Lenz Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Lenz Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Mika Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Mika CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Mika Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Mika OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Mika Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Mika Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 
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Officer Course Start End Hours 

Mika Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Murillo OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Murillo Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Murillo Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Niemann Illinois Active Threat Master Instructor Cert. 10/20/2025 10/24/2025 40 

Niemann Illinois Active Threat Master Instructor Cert. 9/29/2025 10/3/2025 40 

Niemann Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Niemann CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Niemann OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Niemann Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Niemann Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Niemann Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Niemann Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Ransom Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Ransom CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Ransom OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 1.5 

Ransom Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 4 

Ransom Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Ransom Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Ransom Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/13/2025 10/13/2025 2.5 

Richter OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Richter Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Richter Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Saldana Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Saldana CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Saldana Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Saldana OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Saldana Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Saldana Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Saldana Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Swierczynski Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Swierczynski CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Swierczynski OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Swierczynski Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 

Swierczynski Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Swierczynski Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Swierczynski Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Tagle Illinois Trust Act-Roll Call Training 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 0.5 

Tagle CPR 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 4 

Tagle Scenario-Based High-Risk Traffic Stops 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 2.5 

Tagle OC Spray Refresher-In-service 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 1.5 

Tagle Use of Force Law and Tactics 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 4 
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Officer Course Start End Hours 

Tagle Taser Re-Certification 10/6/2025 10/6/2025 1.5 

Tagle Rapid Deployment Refresher 10/20/2025 10/20/2025 2.5 

Total    482 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
DATE:  November 17, 2025 
TO:  Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
FROM:  Jack Bielak, Director of Public Works & Engineering 

Seth Jansen, Assistant to the Director of Public Works & Engineering 
SUBJECT: Public Works Report – October 2025 
  
 
Executive Summary 
In the month of October, the Department of Public Works & Engineering staff transitioned to 
autumn operations, with an emphasis on forestry operations, street sweeping, and leaf removal. 
Annual leaf collection began the week of October 13th. On October 24th, staff held our annual Snow 
and Ice Control Meeting, in advance of the winter season to discuss roles, responsibilities and areas 
for improvement over the prior year. The Traffic Signal Box at Lake and Lathrop was repaired on 
October 10th. Public Works staff met internally to review and complete the Department’s Capital 
Improvement Plan for the coming fiscal years. Construction began at the 400 Thatcher and 418 
Franklin parking lots with all underground electrical work completed and the EV charging stations 
installed at 400 Thatcher. Staff continued to coordinate with consultants for the Village Hall 
Permeable Paver project and the Franklin and Keystone Watermain Design project. Staff met with 
the consultant the Washington Boulevard Phase 1 project to review preliminary designs and offer 
feedback and revisions prior to the November 6th Open House.  
 
At the October 13th meeting, the Village Board approved the contract for the Public Works Garage 
Rooftop Solar Project as well as purchase of a new Aerial Lift Truck for Public Works. A kickoff 
meeting for the Rooftop Solar Project was held on October 29th. Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection was held in October. Staff completed and submitted the Safe Routes to School grant 
application for the Lake Street crossing improvements on October 15th. Additionally, staff 
continued to work on regional sustainability matters, including attending monthly meetings for the 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Environment Committee, the Cross Community Climate Collaborative, 
and PlanIt Green. Staff also held our bi-weekly GIS meetings to discuss upcoming projects and 
priorities. 
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Public Works - Engineering 
• Conducted monthly Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) inspection. 
• Continued to coordinate Geographic Information System (GIS) improvements and updates 

through the Village’s consultant (MGP). 
o Though working with MGP, Public Works was able to shift meter tracking 

information to GIS and create a new dashboard to track leaf operations. Both 
applications allow staff to better organize information and keep track of work flow. 

• Continued coordination with consultants on the Watermain design project and the Village 
Hall permeable pavement project.  

• Continued administration of the Village’s utility-related subsidy programs: Lead Service Line 
Replacement, Sewer Backflow Prevention and Sewer Lateral Repair. 

• Continued engineering permit reviews. 
• Staff attended a meeting on 10/9/25 at CTA headquarters to discuss the Harlem Viaduct 

project and challenges posed to CTA operations. Our next meeting will be with the Union 
Pacific. 

• Staff attended a meeting in Franklin Park on 10/14/25 with all municipal partners along the 
Des Plaines River Trail. This meeting provided updates on other sections of the trail while 
also understanding funding opportunities.  

• Met with a professor and student from the UIC college of Engineering to discuss challenges 
in the public sector infrastructure tracking and how the Village of River Forest handles it. 

• Submitted IDOT paperwork for 2026 SIP project 
• Completed underground work For EV chargers at Franklin Lot 
• Completed Underground work for EV chargers at Thatcher Lot. 

 
Sustainability Commission: 

• The Tree Preservation Ordinance originally developed by the Commission was 
recommended for approval by the Zoning Board of Appeals and adopted by the Village 
Board of Trustees. 

• The Commission continued discussions promoting awareness of migratory birds and began 
outlining plans to seek Bird City Illinois designation 

• The Commission continued discussions on the topic of native plants. The Commission will 
work to identify potential planting locations and grant funding which may support a native 
plant demonstration garden to help raise awareness of the benefits of native plants for 
residents. 

• The Commission finalized its Solar Energy Guide, which is now live on the Village website. 
• The Commission discussed various recycling and collection programs, including the Recycle 

Coach education tool, another potential collection drive with EcoShip, and the Ridwell 
collection program.  

• The Commission continued its communications, sharing information on resources, events, 
and programs for Village residents. 
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Public Works – Operations 
The following is a summary of work orders (streets, forestry, water, sewer, etc.) that were received 
and processed during the past month: 
 

• Public Works was notified of a tree that was splitting that was a potential hazard on the 100 
block of Lathrop. Crews were able to assess the situation set a perimeter and respond in a 
safe way to prevent any property damage.   

• On October 10th, the Traffic Control Box operating the traffic signal at the intersection of 
Lake and Lathrop was replaced. This was approved at the 8/25/25 Village board meeting. 

 
Work Orders Total Completed w/ 7 working days 
Tree Trimming/Inspection Requests 21 21 
Street Light Repairs 5 5 
Other Requests 11 11 

 
Streets and Forestry 
These are the details of the tasks performed frequently in the month of October: 
 

Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Trees Trimmed 73 
Trees Removed 10 
Trees Planted and Watered 55 
Streets Swept (miles) 159 
Leaf Removal Loads 83 
Tons of Leaves 127 
Brush and Debris Disposal Loads  10 
Tons of Brush and Debris Disposed  26.59 
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Water and Sewer 
Monthly Pumpage: September’s average daily pumpage of 1,191,790 gallons is higher than 
October’s average of 1,178,090 in 2024.  
 

Volume of Water Pumped into the Distribution System (Million Gallons): 

In October, staff completed monthly maintenance at the pump station, meter route issues, notified 
residents and businesses of backflow violations, delivered 42 notices for failure to pay their water 
bill. Two fire hydrants, located at the corner of North and Lathrop and the corner of Franklin and 
Vine, respectively, were rebuilt; there are now no hydrants out of commission within the Village. 
Per IEPA requirements, Lead and Copper samples were collected for testing from all schools within 
the Village as well as 58 of the 60 identified sample sites. Water division personnel assisted in leaf 
removal operations.  
 

These are the details of the tasks performed in the month of October: 
 

Description of Work Performed Quantity 
Meters Installed 9 
Service Calls 464 
Water Main Breaks 0 
Service Line Breaks 0 
Exercised Valves 0 
JULIE Locates 171 

 
Hydrant Repair 
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EV Charging Station Construction 
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Annual Snow & Ice Control Meeting 
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Emergency Tree Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 - 8 - 

Traffic Control Box Repair 

  
 

 



                   MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date:   November 3, 2025 
 
To:      Matt Walsh, Village Administrator 
 
From:   Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:  Expenditures – October 2025 
 

 
Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period from October 1-31, 2025.  The total payments made for the period, including payrolls, are as 
follows: 
  

   
 
 
Requested Board Actions:   

1. Motion to Approve the October 2025 Accounts Payable and Payroll transactions totaling 
$2,222,115.91. 

 
 

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED OCTOBER 31, 2025

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 738,741.16$       552,231.67$   1,290,972.83$    
Water & Sewer Fund 02 523,311.38         59,912.59       583,223.97         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 -                       -                   -                       
Debt Service 05 -                       -                   -                       
Capital Equip Replacement 13 310,869.01         -                   310,869.01         
Capital Improvement Fund 14 35,822.45           -                   35,822.45           
TIF-Madison 31 1,227.65              -                   1,227.65              
TIF-North 32 -                       -                   -                       
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 -                       -                   -                       

  Total Village Expenditures 1,609,971.65$    612,144.26$   2,222,115.91$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
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