
VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 

Thursday, March 23, 2023 – 7:00 PM 
Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

First Floor Community Room 

AGENDA 

Public comments sent in advance of the meeting are shared with the Commission. You may submit your written 
public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: lmasella@vrf.us . You may listen to the meeting by 
participating in a Zoom conference call as follows:  

Zoom Conference Call: Dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 864 8668 3669 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86486683669  

The agenda is as follows: 

I. Call to Order

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes – January 26, 2022

III. Public Comment

IV. Discussion of Contributing or Noteworthy Properties to Consider for Significant Property Status

V. Discussion Regarding Promotion of River Forest Architecture and History

a. Martin Braun and the Auvergne Neighborhood

VI. Discussion of Additional Ways to Protect Significant Properties

VII. Other Business

VIII. Adjournment

mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86486683669


  
   

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

 
January 26, 2023 

 
A meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held on January 26, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

First Floor Community Room at the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 

Present:  Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Muhr, Graham-White, Saeger and 
Raino-Ogden. Commissioner Forehand arrived at 7:15.  

 
Absent:  Commissioner Muhr.  
  
Also Present:  Interim Village Administrator Matt Walsh, Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk Luke 

Masella  
 
Administrator Walsh explained some of the staff transition in the Village. Deputy Clerk Luke Masella 
introduced himself to the group.  
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 15, 2022 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Raino-Ogden and SECONDED by Commissioner Saeger 
to approve the meeting minutes for December 15, 2022 as presented.   
 
 
AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Graham-White, Saeger, Raino-Ogden, 

Forehand 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
III.  PUBLIC TESTIMONY 
 
No public testimony was heard. 
 
IV.  DISCUSSION REGARDING PROMOTION OF RIVER FOREST 

ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY 

a. Presentation of updated Significant Property Map  
 
Administrator Walsh share the progress that Commissioner Muhr made on the interactive 
map. The group praised the progress and expressed interest in using it as a tool for promotion. 
Suggestions were made to post links to specific homes each month in Village newsletters.  
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V.  DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONAL WAYS TO PROTECT SIGNIFICANT 

PROPERTIES 

a. Discussion of Process for Designating Additional Significant Properties 
 
Administrator Walsh shared his conversations with the Village Attorney regarding the topic. 
Walsh stated that his recommendation is the Commission hold preliminary discussions about 
adding properties, then bring the suggestion to the Village Board before formal approvals and 
notifications are sent.  
 
Chairman Franek asked Commissioner Saeger to present information on the contributing and 
notable properties at the next meeting.  

 
 
VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
  

Commissioner Saeger mentioned an article from the Village of Oak Park regarding painting 
historic masonry homes. Sager suggested the Village share similar information. 
 
Chairman Franek shared the results of his discussions with Frank Lipo regarding Martin 
Braun. Franek confirmed there were no known concerns about Braun and mentioned an 
article from the Wednesday Journal in 1994.  

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Raino-Ogden and SECONDED by Commissioner graham 
White to adjourn the January 26, 2023 meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission at 7:45 p.m. 
 
AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Graham-White, Forehand and Raino-

Ogden. 
  
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

____________________________________ 
Matt Walsh 

      Assistant to the Village Administrator   
 
Approved: 
 
 

   ____________________________________________ _______________________ 
      David Franek, Chairman               Date 
       Historic Preservation Commission  



Village-Wide Architectural and Historical Survey Modification 527 Thatcher 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission has completed an architectural and historical survey of the 
community. The Commission welcomes any additional information or corrections to the survey.  
Please fill out the form below and return to Village Hall (400 Park Ave) or email to jpape@vrf.us for 
consideration by the Commission.  
 
Contact Information 
_Janet Saeger_____________________________ 
Name of Contact Person  
(847)226-0628______________________________ 
Phone Number 
_jhsaeger435@gmail.com_____________________________ 
E-Mail Address  
_435 William, 801, River Forest_____________________________ 
Address  
 
Proposed Survey Modifications  
Address of Property: Broughton House #1__527 Thatcher_(old number 256) 
Original Property Owner: _John W. and Hattie H Broughton 
Date of Construction: ___1891__________________________________________ 
Architect: __H. G Hodgkins  news article Jan. 25, 1891 Chicago Daily Tribune. 
Other:  
John W.– Village Trustee 1893, 1894.  First President when River Forest State Bank was organized 1912, 
remained President until death 1929..  Hired Spencer and Powers to design 530 Keystone on family 
property owned since 1876.   Hattie – Charter life member of Women’s Club and past president-1900. 
 
Source of Information: 
OPRF Museum Research Center; Board VP and researcher Kurt Etchingham found no evidence of 
another John/Hattie Broughton house prior to 1891. 
Chicago Daily Tribune Jan. 25, 1891 
Oak Park Vindicator Feb. 14, 1891 
1891, 1892, 1893  Various  Oak Park Reporter John and Hattie moving to new house 
History of River Forest by Hall 1938 
Reflections: A History of River Forest by Harriet Hausman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



General Information  Evaluation  Architectural Descriptions  Research Information 
Preparer: 
Nick Kalogeresis, The Lakota Group 
Survey Date: 
September 13, 2012   

Photo 1  
Photo 2 
Photo 3 / Historic Photo 

Survey Information  Notes 
Street Number: 
527 
Street: 
Thatcher Avenue 
PIN Number(s): 
15-11-209-020-0000 
Construction Date/Other Year: 
1899 
Architect: 
Current Function/Category: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Historic Function: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Listing in Existing Survey: 
Illinois Historic Structures Survey 
Historic Name: 
Current Name: 
Construction Cost: 
Architect 1 Information: 
Architect 2 Information: 
Contractor Information: 
Developer Information: 
Research/Archival Information: 
Permit: 
Subdivision: 
Landscape/Streetscape: 
Architectural Classification/Style: 
Queen Anne 
Ornamentation: 
Number of Stories: 
2 ½ 
Current Wall Material 1: 
Wood clapboard 
Current Wall Material 2: 
Wood clapboard 
Original Wall Material 1: 
Wood clapboard 
Original Wall Material 2: 
Storefront Material: 
Roof Type: 
Roof Material: 
Foundation Material/Form: 
Porch: 
Window Type: 
Window Configuration: 
Window Material: 
Significant Features: 
Alterations: 
Building Form: 
Windows on west elevation may have been replaced; shingle work added on first story a later remodeling. 
Wall Detailing/Ornamentation: 
Shingles/Shingle Pattern 
Roof Ornamentation: 
Door Detailing: 
Dormers: 
Window Storms: 
Condition: 
Excellent 
Integrity: 
Excellent 
Secondary Structure: 
Garage 
Secondary Structure Condition: 
Excellent 
Secondary Structure Integrity: 
Good 
Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
Yes 
Potentially Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
National Register Criterion: 
Reason for Significance: 
Landmark/National Register: 
No 
Significant: 
No 
Noteworthy Buildings 
Less Than 50 Years Ol 



Village-Wide Architectural and Historical Survey Modification 535 Keystone  
 
The Historic Preservation Commission has completed an architectural and historical survey of the 
community. The Commission welcomes any additional information or corrections to the survey.  
Please fill out the form below and return to Village Hall (400 Park Ave) or email to jpape@vrf.us for 
consideration by the Commission.  
 
Contact Information 
Janet Saeger_____________________________ 
Name of Contact Person  
(847)226-02628_____________________________ 
Phone Number 
Jhsaeger435@gmail.com______________________________ 
E-Mail Address  
435 William, 801, River Forest______________________________ 
Address  
 
Proposed Survey Modifications  
Address of Property:  535 Keystone_______________________________________________ 
Original Property Owner:  Hiram and Mary Odell______________________________ 
Date of Construction:  1870-1871_______________________________________________ 
Architect: Unknown.  ____________________________ 
Other:  
Among first founders of Methodist Church in River Forest.  Related to Sol Thatcher, Sr. family through 
marriage._______________________ 
Source of Information: 
Historical Society of Oak Park and River Forest research center for annual house walk 2022 and Sidewalk 
tour. ________________________________________ 
 
Street Number: 
535 
Street: 
Keystone Avenue 
PIN Number(s): 
15-12-107-016-0000 
Construction Date/Other Year: 
1862 
Architect: 
Current Function/Category: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Historic Function: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Listing in Existing Survey: 
Illinois Historic Structures Surveys 
Historic Name: 
Current Name: 
Construction Cost: 
Architect 1 Information: 
Architect 2 Information: 
Contractor Information: 
Developer Information: 
Research/Archival Information: 
Permit: 
Subdivision: 
Landscape/Streetscape: 
Architectural Classification/Style: 
Italianate 
Ornamentation: 
Number of Stories: 
2 ½ 
Current Wall Material 1: 
Vinyl Siding 
Current Wall Material 2: 
Original Wall Material 1: 
Wood clapboard 
Original Wall Material 2: 



Storefront Material: 
Roof Type: 
Roof Material: 
Foundation Material/Form: 
Porch: 
Window Type: 
Window Configuration: 
Window Material: 
Significant Features: 
Alterations: 
Building Form: 
Gable-EL 
Cross gabled 
Asphalt Shingle 
Double-Hung 
Multi-Paned 
Wood 
This house has lost some detailing and original entrance may have been enclosed. Addition on east elevation. 
Wall Detailing/Ornamentation: 
Roof Ornamentation: 
Door Detailing: 
Transom 
Dormers: 
Window Storms: 
Yes 
Not sure if this has retained it's significance architecturally. 
Condition: 
Excellent 
Integrity: 
Good 
Secondary Structure: 
Garage 
Secondary Structure Condition: 
Excellent 
Secondary Structure Integrity: 
Good 
Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
Yes 
Potentially Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
National Register Criterion: 
C 
Reason for Significance: 
One of few remaining Gothic Revival homes in River Forest. This house retains a good level of integrity. 
Landmark/National Register: 
No 
Significant: 
No 
Noteworthy Buildings 
Less Than 50 Years Old: 

 



Village-Wide Architectural and Historical Survey Modification  544 Thatcher 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission has completed an architectural and historical survey of the 
community. The Commission welcomes any additional information or corrections to the survey.  
Please fill out the form below and return to Village Hall (400 Park Ave) or email to jpape@vrf.us for 
consideration by the Commission.  
 
Contact Information 
Janet Saeger______________________________ 
Name of Contact Person  
(847)226-0628______________________________ 
Phone Number 
Jhsaeger435@gmail.com______________________________ 
E-Mail Address  
435 William, 801, River Forest______________________________ 
Address  
 
Proposed Survey Modifications  
Address of Property: _544 Thatcher______________________________________________ 
Original Property Owner: _Martha Broughton Prouty__________________ 
Date of Construction: ___1895__________________________________________ 
Architect:  Two-flat Commissioned by George L. Thatcher for widowed mother-in-law to occupy and rent 
2nd flat as a source of  independent income.  Architect unknown, builder most likely brother David A. 
Thatcher_ 
Other:  
Other notable residents or owners Mary E. Wessels, opened Hephzibah House, Oak Park.  Nena 
Badenoch who worked w/ William Drummond 555 Edgewood___ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Source of Information: 
Research by Kurt Etchingham, Historical Society of Oak Park and River Forest for River Forest Sidewalk 
Tour and Historical Society Annual Housewalk Tales Our Houses Tell 2022__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General Information 
Evaluation 



Architectural Descriptions  Research Information 
Preparer: 
Nick Kalogeresis, The Lakota Group 
Survey Date: 
September 23, 2012 
Photo 1 

 
Photo 2 
Photo 3 / Historic Photo 

Survey Information  Notes 
Street Number: 
544 
Former Street Number 
273 
Street: 
Thatcher Avenue 
PIN Number(s): 
15-11-208-032-0000 
Construction Date/Other Year: 
1900s 
Architect: 
Current Function/Category: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Historic Function: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Listing in Existing Survey: 
Historic Name: 
Current Name: 
Construction Cost: 
Architect 1 Information: 
Architect 2 Information: 
Contractor Information: 
Developer Information: 
Research/Archival Information: 
Permit: 
Subdivision: 
Landscape/Streetscape: 
Architectural Classification/Style: 
Queen Anne 
Ornamentation: 
Number of Stories: 
2 ½ 
Current Wall Material 1: 
Wood clapboard 
Current Wall Material 2: 
Wood Shingles 
Original Wall Material 1: 
Original Wall Material 2: 
Storefront Material: 
Roof Type: 
Roof Material: 
Foundation Material/Form: 
Porch: 
Window Type: 
Window Configuration: 
Window Material: 
Significant Features: 
Alterations: 
Building Form: 
First and second floor porch railings may not be original. 
Wall Detailing/Ornamentation: 
Shingles/Shingle Pattern 
Roof Ornamentation: 
Towers/Turrets 
Door Detailing: 
Dormers: 
Window Storms: 
Condition: 
Good 
Integrity: 
Good 
Secondary Structure: 
Secondary Structure Condition: 
Secondary Structure Integrity: 
Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
Yes 
Potentially Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
National Register Criterion: 
Reason for Significance: 
Landmark/National Register: 
Significant: 
No 
Noteworthy Buildings 
Less Than 50 Years Old: 
Original Building Owner: 
Window Details 

 



Village-Wide Architectural and Historical Survey Modification  629 Thatcher 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission has completed an architectural and historical survey of the 
community. The Commission welcomes any additional information or corrections to the survey.  
Please fill out the form below and return to Village Hall (400 Park Ave) or email to jpape@vrf.us for 
consideration by the Commission.  
 
Contact Information 
_Janet Saeger_____________________________ 
Name of Contact Person  
_(847)226-0628_____________________________ 
Phone Number 
_jhsaeger435@gmail.com_____________________________ 
E-Mail Address 
_435 William, 801, River Forest 
Address  
 
Proposed Survey Modifications  
Address of Property: _629 Thatcher______________________________________________ 
Original Property Owner: _P H and Helen Sullivan____________________________________________ 
Date of Construction: _1911______________________________________________ 
Architect: _Harry H Mahler______________________________________________ 
Other:  
_P H Sullivan Village Trustee 1916,’17’18’19.  Helen 2nd daughter of T. M Jackson, past Village President.   
Data not found to support RF Searchable Database topic “Alterations:  This house may have been an 
earlier Queen Anne remodeled with Craftsman elements”.   
 
Source of Information:  
Research by Kurt Etchingham and Jan Saeger, Historical Society of Oak Park and River Forest 
River Forest Village Hall   1911 Permit for T. M. Jackson 
Reflections, A River Forest History by Hausman - P H Sullivan, Village Trustee.  T. M. Jackson, Village                 
President.  H H Mahler, Village Trustee and noted Architect 
 
Steiner Index – Entries referring to Mahler as architect for structure in RF 
Mrs. Thomas Sullivan       2-story frame and stucco        Sept. 23, 1911, p. 19 Constr. News 
T.M. Jackson                    2-story stucco, excavating        Oct. 21, 1911, p. 25 Constr. News 
Mrs. Thomas Sullivan        excavating                                Nov. 4, 1911, p. 16 Constr. News 
Mrs. Thomas Sullivan        roofed                                    Jan. 13, 1912, P. 13 Constr. News 
 

Forest Leaves Oct. 21, 1911 pg 26   
 
 
 
 
 



General Information  Evaluation Architectural Descriptions  Research Information 
Preparer: 
Nick Kalogeresis, The Lakota Group 
Survey Date: 
September 12, 2012 
Photo 1 

 
Photo 2 
Photo 3 / Historic Photo 

Survey Information 
Notes 
Street Number: 
629 
Street: 
Thatcher Avenue 
PIN Number(s): 
15-11-209-028-0000 
Construction Date/Other Year: 
1911 
Architect: 
Current Function/Category: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Historic Function: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Listing in Existing Survey: 
Historic Name: 
Current Name: 
Construction Cost: 
Architect 1 Information: 
Architect 2 Information: 
Contractor Information: 
Developer Information: 
Research/Archival Information: 
Permit: 
Subdivision: 
Landscape/Streetscape: 
Architectural Classification/Style: 
Prairie 
Ornamentation: 
Number of Stories: 
2 ½ 
Current Wall Material 1: 
Stucco 
Current Wall Material 2: 
Original Wall Material 1: 
Original Wall Material 2: 
Storefront Material: 
Roof Type: 
Roof Material: 
Foundation Material/Form: 
Porch: 
Window Type: 
Window Configuration: 
Window Material: 
Significant Features: 
Alterations: 
Building Form: 
This house may have been an been an earlier Queen Anne remodeled with Craftsman elements. 
Wall Detailing/Ornamentation: 
Roof Ornamentation: 
Door Detailing: 
Dormers: 
Window Storms: 
Condition: 
Excellent 
Integrity: 
Good 
Secondary Structure: 
Garage 
Secondary Structure Condition: 
Good 
Secondary Structure Integrity: 
Excellent 
Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
Yes 
Potentially Contributing to a  
National Register District: 
National Register Criterion: 
Reason for Significance: 
Landmark/National Register: 
Significant: 
No 
Noteworthy Buildings 
Less Than 50 Years Old: 

 



Village-Wide Architectural and Historical Survey Modification Form 936 Franklin 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission has completed an architectural and historical survey of the 
community. The Commission welcomes any additional information or corrections to the survey.  
Please fill out the form below and return to Village Hall (400 Park Ave) or email to jpape@vrf.us for 
consideration by the Commission.  
 
Contact Information 
Janet Saeger______________________________ 
Name of Contact Person  
(847)226-0628______________________________ 
Phone Number 
Jhsaeger435@gmail.com______________________________ 
E-Mail Address  
435 William, 801, River Forest______________________________ 
Address  
 
Proposed Survey Modifications  
Address of Property:  936 Franklin_______________________________________________ 
Original Property Owner: _Dr. Samuel A Libert   943 Park Ave__________________________________ 
Date of Construction:  Cert. of Occupancy  Feb, 1968______________________________________ 
Architect: Carl Wasserman & Assoc.  Builder:  G&M Builders Maywood, IL_________________ 
Other: 
Est. Cost $100,000_______________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Source of Information: 
Village of River Forest response to FOIA request.__Sheet 82-Permit.  Sheet 58 Occupancy Cert.________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
General Information 
Evaluation 
Architectural Descriptions 
Research Information 
Preparer: 
Nick Kalogeresis, The Lakota Group 
Survey Date: 
August 19, 2012 
Photo 1 

 
Photo 2 
Photo 3 / Historic Photo 

Survey Information 
Notes 
Street Number: 
936 
Street: 
Franklin Avenue 
PIN Number(s): 
15-01-315-030-0000 
Construction Date/Other Year: 
1970 
Architect: 
Current Function/Category: 
Single Family Residential Building 
Historic Function: 
Listing in Existing Survey: 
Historic Name: 
Current Name: 
Construction Cost: 
Architect 1 Information: 
Architect 2 Information: 
Contractor Information: 
Developer Information: 
Research/Archival Information: 
Permit: 
Subdivision: 
Landscape/Streetscape: 
Architectural Classification/Style: 
Late Modern Eclectic 
Ornamentation: 
Number of Stories: 
2 
Current Wall Material 1: 
Brick 
Current Wall Material 2: 
Original Wall Material 1: 
Original Wall Material 2: 
Storefront Material: 
Roof Type: 
Roof Material: 
Foundation Material/Form: 
Porch: 
Window Type: 
Window Configuration: 
Window Material: 
Significant Features: 
Alterations: 
Building Form: 
Wall Detailing/Ornamentation: 
Roof Ornamentation: 
Door Detailing: 
Dormers: 
Window Storms: 
This house should be reevaluated for significance when it reaches the 50 years thresho 

 



NOTEWORTHY BUILDINGS LESS THAN 50  
YEARS OF AGE – added data from Searchable Database 
 

– 304 Ashland Avenue  1957  “Late Modern Eclectic” 
– 533 Ashland Avenue   1960s St. Luke’s Convent 
– 820 Ashland Avenue   1972  “Late Modern Eclectic” 
– 1407 Ashland Avenue  1965  “Mid-Century Modern. Accardo House”   
– 7400 Augusta Street, Concordia University, Gross Hall  Demolished 
– 7400 Augusta Street, Concordia University, Koehneke Community 
Center 
– 7400 Augusta Street, Concordia University, Chapel and Werner 
Auditorium 
– 7400 Augusta Street, Concordia University, Kretzmann Hall 
– 7900 Division Street - Dominican University, Rebecca Crown Library 
– 302 Franklin Avenue  1902 ?  “Late Modern Eclectic. Completely 
remodeled”   
– 312 Franklin Avenue  2005 “Arch. Carlos Concepcion, Intern’l Style” 
– 414 Franklin Avenue  1988 “Multi-unit  Later Modern Eclectic” 
– 800 Franklin Avenue  1964  “Architect John Schraw.  Mid-Century 
Modern.  Owner Dr. Edw Mase” 
– 935 Franklin Avenue  Demolished 
– 936 Franklin Avenue 1970  Research in Progress “Late Mod. Eclectic” 
– 336 Gale Avenue   1965   “Mid-Century Modern” 
– 203 Keystone Avenue    2000 “Neo Revival” 
– 1202 Lathrop Avenue   1969 “Mid-Century Modern” 
– 7620 Madison Street  ??   Demolished 
– 1518 Monroe Avenue  1969  “Late Modern Eclectic” 
– 7301 North Avenue  1964 “Arch: Petrungaro. Mid-Century Modern” 
– 7360 Oak Avenue  1970s  “Neo-Prairie” 
– 321 Park Avenue   1970s  (1920s)?  “Vernacular: Bungalow” 
– 547 Park Avenue   2011  “Late Modern Eclectic” 
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