
 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  
SPECIAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING 
Thursday, July 20th, 2023 – 7:00 PM 

Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 
First Floor Community Room 

 

AGENDA 
 

Public comments sent in advance of the meeting are shared with the Commission. You may submit your written 
public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: lmasella@vrf.us . You may listen to the meeting by 
participating in a Zoom conference call as follows:  
 

Zoom Conference Call: Dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 827 7374 5426 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82773745426 

 
The agenda is as follows: 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes – June 22nd, 2023 

III. Public Comment 

IV. Public Hearing: Application for Certificate of Appropriateness - 553 Thatcher - Garage Demolition 

V. Application for Certificate of Appropriateness - 553 Thatcher - Home 

VI. Review of Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for completeness - 604 Bonnie Brae - Home 

VII. Review of Application for Certificate of Appropriateness for completeness - 563 Park Ave - Siding 

VIII. Discussion of Contributing or Noteworthy Properties to Consider for Significant Property Status 

IX. Discussion Regarding Promotion of River Forest Architecture and History 

X. Discussion of Applications for Historic Preservation Awards 

XI. Discussion of Additional Ways to Protect Significant Properties 

XII. Other Business 

XIII.      Adjournment  

https://www.vrf.us/events/event/2584
mailto:lmasella@vrf.us
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82773745426


  
   

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

 
June 22nd, 2023 

 
A meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held on June 22nd, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

First Floor Community Room at the River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 

Present:  Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Graham-White, Saeger, Raino-Ogden, 
Muhr, Forehand.  

 
Absent:   
  
Also Present:  Management Analyst/Deputy Clerk Luke Masella  
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES – MAY 25TH, 2023 

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Raino-Ogden and SECONDED by Commissioner 
Graham-White to approve the meeting minutes for the May 22nd, 2023, meeting. 
 
AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Graham-White, Saeger, Raino-Ogden, 

Muhr, Forehand 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
III.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None. 
 
IV.  REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR CERTFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 

COMPELTENESSS - 553 THATCHER - HOME 

Chairmen Franek asked the Commission if they had any comment surrounding the application. The 
Commissioners made no comments.  

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Forehand and SECONDED by Commissioner Saeger to 
accept the application as complete. 

AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Graham-White, Saeger, Raino-Ogden, 
Muhr, Forehand 

 
NAYS:  None. 
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Motion Passes. 
 
V.  REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR CERTFIICATE OF APPROPRIATENES FOR 

COMPLETENESS - 553 THATCHER - GARAGE DEMOLITION 

The Commission had no comments surrounding the garage demolition, so the Chairman asked for a 
motion and a second to accept the application as complete. 
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Saeger and SECONDED by Commissioner Krusinski to 
accept the application as complete. 
 
AYES: Chairmen Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Graham-White, Saeger, Raino-Ogden, 

Muhr, Forehand 
 
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes.  
 
Chairmen Franek noted that the two applications will be reviewed together at the next possible 
meeting.  
 
VI. REVIEW OF APPLICATION FOR CERTFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 

COMPLETENESS - 604 BONNIE BRAE - HOME 
 
Deputy Clerk Masella explained that the Applicant had informed him that the porch portion of the 
project was no longer going to be built.  
 
Chairmen Franek note that the application will be reviewed at the next meeting.  
 
VII.  DISCUSSION OF CONTRIBUTING OR NOTEWOTHY PROPERTIES TO 

CONSIDER FOR SIGNFICANT PRPERTY STATUS 

Chairmen Franek stated he contacted a local architect out of Oak Park to see if they would be 
interested in creating the survey for the prospective significant properties.  He stated that he was 
currently waiting for the bid from the architect.  
 
Chairmen Franek noted that at some point the Commission would need present these findings to the 
Village Board of Trustees once the Commission decides on the direction they would like to take. 
 
Commissioner Raino-Ogden noted that he would help take some photographs of the potential 
properties.  
 
VIII. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROMOTION OF RIVER FOREST 

ARCHITECTURE AND HISTORY 
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Commissioner Saeger noted that the River Forest searchable data base is back up and running and 
also explained that she is working on developing a potential Edgewood area tour with the Oak Park 
River Forest Historical Society.  
 
Chairmen Franek noted that the architect the Village may utilize for their survey has given Mid Century 
Modern architectural tours in the past.  
 
IX. DISCUSSION OF APPLICATIONS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 
 
Mr. Masella displayed a social media post the Village has been publishing regarding awards and noted 
he was open to any feedback about potential future posts. He also informed the Commission that the 
corrected Historic Homes Brochure will be distributed to attendees at an event Village President 
Adduci is hosting on behalf of the Illinois Municipal League.  
 
X. DISCUSSION OF ADDITIONAL WAYS TO PROTECT SIGNFIICANT 

PROPERTIES 
 
The Commissioners discussed updating the Block Party survey form that in years past was discussed 
at River Forest Block Parties.  
 
XI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Saeger noted hosting the West Side Stories House Walk and mentioned Commissioner 
Raino-Ogden offered information surrounding his home to the tour. 
 
The Commission discussed possible dates for the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner Forehand noted hearing some local real estate rumblings involving a significant 
property. 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT   
 
A MOTION was made by Commissioner Raino-Ogden and SECONDED by Commissioner Saeger 
to adjourn the June 22nd, 2023 meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission at 8:47 p.m. 
 
AYES: Chairman Franek, Commissioners Krusinski, Saeger, Graham-White, and Raino-

Ogden, Muhr, Forehand  
  
NAYS:  None. 
 
Motion Passes. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

____________________________________ 
Luke Masella 

      Deputy Clerk/Management Analyst 
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Approved: 
 
 

   ____________________________________________ _______________________ 
      David Franek, Chairman               Date 
       Historic Preservation Commission  



553 Thatcher Avenue 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

 

June 1, 2023 

 

553 Thatcher Avenue Certificate of Appropriateness Application In order to apply for a Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA), the Village requires the following information; 

 

1. Applicant’s name: 

Jon Olof Bergstrom, Sher-Bergstrom Architects, Inc.  

 

2. Owner’s name, if different: 

Tyler and Kerry Kirk 

 

3. Street Address and legal description:  

553 Thatcher Avenue. The legal description is on the plat of survey, attached. 

 

4. A site plan and elevation drawings: 

A site plan, civil drawings, plans and exterior elevation drawings were submitted with the 
permit application. However, an enlarged site demolition plan, enlarged new site plan of 
the rear of the property and exterior elevations of the new attached garage addition are 
included for your use and review (exterior elevations to scale with main house, but shown 
not to scale due to drawing size). If other drawings are required please let us know. 

5. A brief description and photos of the structure: 

The existing garage is not original to the house. The exact date is not know, but the 
original home had a stable for horses and eventually overtime, the present garage was 
built for modern cars. In detail, the existing garage is a one-story, wood framed, stucco 
veneered three (3) car garage with low sloped hip roof. There are two (2) modern era metal 
garage doors and no service door (safety issue). The interior of the garage is in poor 
condition. There are several temporary post and beam supports holding up the roof 
structure which allows for no car storage. Also, the garage walls are made out of plaster 
and lath which is crubbling or missing and the existing concrete slab floor has numerous 
cracks and major settlement. The owners just purchased the property last September and 
look forward to completing this portion of their renovations. They look forward to being 
the stewards of this property for the foreseeable future. Photo’s of the existing garage are 
attached.  



6. A detailed description of the proposed demolition, together with pictorial renditions 
indicating how the proposed changes will affect the property: 

The existing garage will be removed due to age, postponed maintenance and overall 
unsafe conditions of the garage. The garage was added at a later date then the main 
house. In addition, the existing garage is placed in the rear southeast corner of the 
property and the existing driveway is on the north side of the property that causes a long 
and large driveway across the whole width of the rear property (see attached 
photographs). With the new attached garage and placing the attached garage along the 
north face of the existing home we created a large and open rear yard that brings benefit 
to the owners and surrounding neighbors. The present garage location will now become 
part of the overall large yard. The owners plan a nice metal fence along the property 
perimeter and will provide new sod and landscaping after work is complete.  

 

7. Identification of any architect or developer involved in the project: 

Sher-Bergstrom Architects, Inc. is the architect of record. 

 

8. Any information as requested by the Village Administrator or HPC: 

We will provide any information requested by the HPC. 
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553 Thatcher Avenue 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application – 

Alterations to Significant Property 
 

June 5, 2023 

 

553 Thatcher Avenue Certificate of Appropriateness Application – Alteration to Significant 
Property. In order to apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) per Section 13-1-7-A of the 
Village Historic Preservation Ordinance, the Village requires the following information: 

 

1. Applicant’s name: 

Jon Olof Bergstrom, Sher-Bergstrom Architects, Inc.  

 

2. Owner’s name, if different: 

Tyler and Kerry Kirk 

 

3. Submit a complete building permit application, architectural elevations including a 
description of materials as well as floor plans and site plan: 

The building permit, site plan, floor plans and exterior elevation drawings of the new 
attached garage addition are included for your use and review (site plan, plans and 
exterior elevations to scale with main house, but shown not to scale due to drawing size). 
If other drawings are required please let us know. 

Description of Materials: The new attached garage addition will have “Hardie Board” 
siding to match the existing main house and existing one-story addition at the rear of the 
property. Siding will have the same exposure and texture as the main house. All trim 
details and roof material to match existing main house and existing one-story rear 
addition. The new garage addition is connected to the rear existing one-story addition at 
an existing angled wall with a small 6’-2” wide by 5’-4” long connecting link to the existing 
basement and then becomes the four car attached garage with waste storage area. The 
new attached garage extends 1’-1-3/4” beyond the north elevation of the existing one-
story three season porch addition (visual block from Thatcher Avenue) and extends 13’-3-
3/4” from the main house north elevation. The new garage addition that is visible from the 
Thatcher Avenue on the north is 142’-10” from the west property line. 

 

 

 



4. Identification of any architect or developer involved in the project: 

Sher-Bergstrom Architects, Inc. is the architect of record. 

 

5. Any information as requested by the Village Administrator or HPC: 

We will provide any information requested by the HPC. 

 

 

 

 

 























smith architecture, ltd.    811 n. east avenue, oak park, illinois    60302          773.934.9124 

 

 
 
June 13, 2023 
 
Luke Masella 
Deputy Village Clerk/Management Analyst 
Village of River Forest 
 
Re:  Mercuri Residence, 604 Bonnie Brae 
 
Dear Luke 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration of our project at 604 Bonnie Brae for the Mercuri family.  Please 
consider this letter an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). 
 
Applicant’s name:  Kimberlee L. Smith, president of Smith Architecture, Ltd. 
 
Owner’s name: Joan Mercuri 
 
Street Address and legal description:  604 Bonnie Brae 

 
 
Site plan and elevation drawings. 
See attached. 
 
A brief description and photos of structure. 
See photos attached.  The existing front porch that faces Bonnie Brae is very nice and recently renovated, 
but this double sized lot is on a corner and also has a long elevation on Quick that has never really been 
addressed.  There was a frame one-story family room addition that was completed in the 1990’s, and in 
this project, we are building up over that existing family room to have room for a true master en suite.  
But we also saw this as an opportunity to create a new face for that elevation, including the addition of a 
one-story frame screened porch.  We are using the same detailing as the existing front porch, but for the 
screens which will allow the family to enjoy the outdoors, even in the “buggiest” evenings.  This porch is 
located to take full advantage of the cultured landscaping and the opportunity to engage with neighbors 
out on walks in the neighborhood. 
 
Identification of any architect or developer involved in the project. 
Kimberlee L. Smith, president of Smith Architecture, Ltd. 
 
Any information as requested by the Village Administrator or HPC. 
See exhibits attached with requested plans, elevations, and photographs. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration. 
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563 Park Avenue 
Certificate of Appropriateness Application – 

Alterations to Significant Property 
 
June 29, 2023 
 
563 Park Avenue Certificate of Appropriateness Application – Alteration to Significant 
Property. In order to apply for a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) per Section 13-1-7-A of 
the Village Historic Preservation Ordinance, the Village requires the following information: 
 
1. Applicant’s name: 
WM Construction, Inc. - Wacek (Vik) Mucha 
 
2. Owner’s name, if different: 
Dylan and Mary Keiser 
 
3. Submit a complete building permit application, architectural elevations including a 
description of materials as well as floor plans and site plan: 
 
The building permit is attached. There will be no additions / alterations to the footprint of 
the current home, simply updating the siding due to an infestation of hundreds of 
sparrows to the property. Our next-door neighbors experienced “bird mites” which are a 
health hazard to our three children, thus the need for repair/replace siding/roof exteriors 
and eliminate birds access from the interior of the home. We already caught one sparrow 
in our kitchen!  

 



 
Description of Materials: The new siding material will be LP Smart Side Lap 8” X 16’, 
made out of wood, with wood grain, to replicate the existing house and garage at the rear 
of the property. Siding will have the same exposure and texture as the main house. All 
trim details around windows / ornamental woodwork to be conserved/repaired & painted 
to provide keep the historic elements of the home.  

 
Texture and appearance of siding will remain similar in appearance: 

 



 
 
 
The colors used will be: Prairie clay (siding), Benjamin Moore Simply White (Trim) and 
PPG Licorice (accents).  

  
 
 
4. Identification of any architect or developer involved in the project: 
None needed. 
 
5. Any information as requested by the Village Administrator or HPC: 
We will provide any information requested by the HPC. 

Current photos of the home and wood damage due to roof installation/gutter 
replacement/sparrow mitigation:  





 



We intend to keep all of the window casements as well as the beautiful ornamental 
woodwork intact and simply paint. Only the siding/soffit/gutters to be replaced due to 
rot/disrepair. We love our historic home, and want to keep it’s beautiful charm! Thank 
you for your consideration. 

 
Park siding.pdf
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