
 

 

 
 

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST  

SPECIAL VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 
Monday, November 8, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Village Hall – 400 Park Avenue – River Forest, IL 60305 

 Community Room 
 

AGENDA 
 

Public comments sent in advance of the meeting are shared with the Village President and Board of Trustees.  You may submit 

your written public comments via email in advance of the meeting to: vbot@vrf.us. You may listen to the meeting by 

participating in a Zoom conference call as follows: dial-in number: 312-626-6799 with meeting ID: 845 6189 2488 or by 

clicking here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84561892488 . If you would like to speak during public comment, please email 

ebebora@vrf.us by 4:00 PM on Monday, November 8, 2021. If you would like to watch the livestream, please go to the Village 

website: https://www.vrf.us/events/event/1898 .  

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Citizen Comments 

4. Elected Official Comments & Announcements 

 

5. Consent Agenda 

a. Village Board of Trustee Meeting Minutes – October 25, 2021 

b. Village Board of Trustee Meeting Minutes – October 30, 2021 

c. Village Board of Trustee Meeting Minutes – November 1, 2021 

d. Village Board of Trustee Executive Session Meeting Minutes – October 25, 2021 

e. Village Board of Trustee Executive Session Meeting Minutes – October 30, 2021 

f. Village Board of Trustee Executive Session Meeting Minutes – November 1, 2021 

g. Native American Heritage Month Proclamation  

h. Award of contract to Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. to complete a Traffic Study in the northeast corner of River Forest 

for a not-to-exceed cost of $13,500.00 

i. Monthly Department Reports 

j. Accounts Payable – October 2021 – $2,288,556.37 

k. Village Administrator’s Report 

 

6. Consent Items for Separate Consideration 

a. Accounts Payable from the General Fund to McDonald’s-Karavites for $130.67 (Trustee O’Connell Common Law Conflict of 

Interest) 

 

7. Recommendations of Boards, Commissions and Committees  

 

8. Unfinished Business 

 

9. New Business 

 

a.  Acceptance of the Estimate of the 2021 Corporate (aggregate) Property Tax Levy - $8,489,113 ($8,753,653 including Debt Service) 

 

 

10. Executive Session 

 

11. Adjournment 

mailto:vbot@vrf.us?subject=VBOT%20Public%20Comment
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84561892488
mailto:ebebora@vrf.us
https://www.vrf.us/events/event/1898
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  VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, October 25, 2021  
 

A regular meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, 
October 25, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – 
River Forest, IL.  

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez, 

Village Clerk Jonathan Keller 
Absent:  None 
Also, Present: Acting Village Administrator Lisa Scheiner, Assistant to the Village 

Administrator Jonathan Pape, Management Analyst Sara Phyfer, Management 
Analyst/Deputy Clerk Elijah Bebora, Police Chief James O’Shea, Finance 
Director Rosemary McAdams, Acting Fire Chief Robert Nortier, Director of 
Public Works and Development Services Jeff Loster, Village Attorney Greg 
Smith   

 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
President Adduci led the pledge of allegiance.  
 

3.  CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
President Adduci recognized that Citizen Comments were about Unfinished Business item 
8A. She stated those comments would be held until the Board reached that item on the 
agenda. 
 

4.   ELECTED OFFICIAL COMMENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

a. Trustee Liaison Updates 
 

Trustee O’Connell stated he had no comments.  
 
Trustee Johnson stated he had no comments.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that she met with the Community Outreach Director for Dominican 
University Truth in Racial Healing Transformation Group. She stated they are setting up 
relationship between the Village and the communication from the Truth in Racial Healing 
Transformation initiative. She stated they are keen to increase communications to help 
students feel welcome, and to help residents get to know the students. She also stated they 
will help students understand upcoming events, available resources, and indicate what 
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teachers are available to them at Dominican. She also mentioned that she has been 
participating in the 2021-22 Leadership Lab Cohort. She noted that this cohort is 
intentionally more inclusive rather than just including individuals from OPRF, it includes 
leadership in surrounding communities.  
 
Clerk Keller stated he had no comments.  
 
Trustee Vazquez stated that the Age Friendly Committee met on October 13th and have 
completed their survey and it is ready to go out. He stated they also came up with a random 
sample of residents to target in various age groups, ages 55+. He stated they put together a 
timeline for the mailings with communication indicating that these surveys can be completed 
electronically or by hard copy. He stated that he is looking forward to that going out and 
results coming in.  
 
Trustee Gillis wished everyone a Happy Halloween, and noted that Trick or Treating is from 
3 pm - 7 pm. She emphasized that residents should not throw pumpkins into the street, but 
instead do the Pumpkin Smash on 11/6. She reported the Sustainability Commission is 
working with Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning to get measurements for 
greenhouse gas emissions, and she hopes to share year two of the measurement.  
 
Trustee Bachner began with a land acknowledgment, stating that this land was once and still 
is inhabited by Indigenous people and stated that River Forest continues to be a place that 
people from diverse backgrounds live and gather. She commented that they continue to have 
bi-weekly meetings of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Advisory Group, and that good 
progress is being made in understanding what people want to achieve, how to group efforts, 
and build relationships with Dominican University.  
 
President Adduci wished everyone a happy Halloween, again mentioning that Trick or 
Treating is from 3 pm – 7 pm. She asked residents to be safe and wear masks. She reported 
that on 10/19 she headed to Springfield for the Illinois Municipal League leadership 
orientation. President Adduci stated she is the first Vice President of the Illinois Municipal 
League, which puts her in rotation to be President next year.  She reviewed the top legislative 
needs and stated she will share them once fully determined. 
 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA  
 

a. Village Board of Trustee Meeting Minutes – October 11, 2021 
b. Village Board of Trustee Executive Session Meeting Minutes – October 11, 2021 
c. Right-of-Way Encroachment Waiver and Agreement for an Irrigation System Located at       
930 Jackson 
d. Approval of Payment to Klein, Thorpe & Jenkins, Ltd. for Legal Services in the amount of 
$23,551.24 
e. Village Administrator’s Report 
 
Trustee O’Connell made a motion, seconded by Trustee Bachner, to approve the Consent 
Agenda Items A-E.  
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Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 
 

6.  CONSENT ITEMS FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION  
  

 None. 
 

7.  RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES 
A. Board and Commission Appointments – Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Advisory 

Group: 
1. Mary Jane Oliver 
2. Lisa Petrov 

 
President Adduci presented her appointments to the DEI Advisory Group. She stated there 
have been five resignations due to family reasons.  
 
Trustee Bachner made a motion, seconded by Trustee Johnson, to give advice and consent to 
the Village President's appointment of Mary Jane Oliver and Lisa Petrov to the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Advisory Group.  
  
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 
 
The Village Board reached a consensus to discuss item 9a. prior to 8a.  
 
 
 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Authorizing the Execution of a Third Amendment to the Second Amended and 
Restated Redevelopment Agreement for Lake Street and Lathrop Avenue – Ordinance 

 
President Adduci then called up Village residents present who wanted to make a public 
comment. 
 
Shelby Boblick spoke about the development at Lake & Lathrop. She stated she practiced 
corporate real estate law for over 30 years and lives in The Windsor condominium complex 
near the Lake & Lathrop development and serves as the President of that condo association. 
She stated she is deeply troubled by the proposed vote on the third amendment to RDA. She 
stated this amendment offers further extensions of performance deadlines and a waiver of 
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the Village’s sole meaningful remedy, the clawback clause, in the event developer fails to 
perform. She asked what does the Village receive in return? She stated she implored the 
trustees to vote against the amendment. She stated that this vote will indicate to constituents 
that the Board has violated their oaths to act in the best interest of the Village. She stated 
their vote is an acquiescence to pleas of the developer with nothing more than their collective 
fingers crossed that the developer will proceed. She stated that by the Board granting an 
extension and waiving the clawback clause, they will be giving away all the Village’s rights 
and remedies. She cautioned that their oaths of office require a different vote. She stated that 
the Village can waive the clawback clause when and if the construction loan closes. She stated 
please don’t cause residents to question their motivations for enacting such a unilateral third 
amendment. She stated the Board can postpone third amendment until the construction loan 
closes.  
 
John Freidheim stated that he also lives at the Windsor on Lathrop. He stated he and his wife 
moved back into this neighborhood in 2020, as he had grown up here. He stated when he 
was looking for a place, he stopped by Lake and Lathrop office and a unit was promised by 
Christmas 2019. He asked how many delays should residents tolerate? He stated the site is 
visually unpleasant, and nothing has been done. He recalled from previous meetings that 
earlier construction dates have been missed. He stated that to grant any further extension or 
breaks would be disingenuous on the Board’s part. He asked the Board not to do that, asked 
them to respect the citizens of River Forest, stating they have been waiting for something to 
be developed on that property for 5-6 years. He asked the Board not to grant the extension 
at this time.  
 
Phyllis Rubin commented that she lives at 411 Ashland. She stated she supports the first two 
speakers. She stated she spoke with President Adduci as to why this is so important. She 
stated there is a long history of delays. She reported that her building residents do not trust 
the developers. She asked that didn’t they have money for digging two feet before now. She 
asked who starts digging in winter, stating that is not the weather for it. She mentioned that 
President Adduci told her is that once the loan from the bank is granted, River Forest is no 
longer responsible. Ms. Rubin stated that, it’s a River Forest problem if the developer doesn’t 
build the building. She stated that if the building doesn’t get built, it’s on the Board. She stated 
she realized that the Board didn’t hire this developer, but they are now responsible if they 
put more trust in him to finish this project. She stated that in her short time, he hasn’t done 
anything that the Board didn’t make him do regarding the weeds, the snow, etc. She asked 
what does that tell them? She stated the Board will be held responsible, not the bank. She 
also stated she is told there are plenty of developers around the country who would love to 
have this property and possibly build something more appropriate. She asked has anyone 
seen floor plans? She stated there isn’t enough foundation even to the plans, let alone the 
building. Ms. Rubin stated the Village should put its foot down. She stated this is an important 
vote, going to extend yet again. She stated the Board is going to be held responsible.  
 
Margie Cekander commented that she lives at 531 River Oaks Drive. She stated tonight that 
this is 10th version of the agreement, going back 5.5 years to 2016. She stated that the Village 
first issued the Request For Proposals 11 years ago. She stated here they are six days before 
completion, and the developer is facing default as he did in 2016. She stated there has been 
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adequate time to secure financing and the developer lacks reliability. She stated Trustees 
Cargie and Henek stated in October of 2019 they would not grant another extension. She 
stated Trustee O’Connell stated in the Spring to wait until the developer is out of compliance, 
and she asked what now? She stated that Lisa Scheiner stated in the October 21st memo that 
the remediation is substantially completed. Ms. Cekander asked what’s left? She stated 
obtaining loan terms and letters of intent is not substantial progress. She asked what has 
been paid, what is owed. She asked does the Village owe money above what has been spent 
on remediation? She reviewed costs and asked why haven’t residents seen updates on 
money. She commented about the public-private partnership and asked has the Village 
reviewed contracts to ensure compliance? She asked about recording of the original 
amendment as they were not recorded to the PIN’s. She urged the Board not to amend the 
RDA and not to extend time, due to eight prior extensions. She also urged the Board not to 
remove the Village’s primary recourse, the clawback provision, until the bridge loan is paid 
and released. She stated it’s been long enough already.  
 
President Adduci concluded public comments and asked for a motion and a 2nd. 
 
Trustee O’Connell made a motion, seconded by Trustee Johnson, to approve an Ordinance 
Approving the Third Amendment to the Second Amended and Restated Redevelopment 
Agreement for Lake Street and Lathrop Avenue in the Village of River Forest, Cook County, 
Illinois, Amending Development Deadlines and Approving Other Matters Related Thereto.  
 
President Adduci asked Ms. Scheiner to go through the cover letter to help explain this route. 
 
Ms. Scheiner stated that the RDA was last amended in October 2019. Since that time, she 
stated the developer has obtained a bridge loan from Old Second National Bank to pay for 
the completion of the remediation work, substantially completed the remediation work, 
relocated utilities within the project area, obtained a watershed permit from the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District, cleared all issues necessary to obtain a new 
construction building permit from the Village, obtained 55% presale of residential units (as 
reported to the Village Board of Trustees on October 11, 2021), and negotiated with one 
commercial tenant and have other tenants in the “letter of intent” stage. She stated they have 
also obtained loan terms for the construction of the project. She stated the RDA amendment 
proposes to adjust the deadline to commence bona fide construction, as defined in the 
amendment, to January 23, 2022, and to adjust the deadline to complete construction of the 
project to 18 months after commencement after bona fide construction. In order to meet this 
timeline, she stated the developer will pay $50,000 toward the cost of a building permit from 
the Village, which is ready to be issued. She stated once the permit has been issued, the 
developer will begin site work on the project which includes the removal of 2’ of topsoil from 
most of the site that is unsuitable for construction and then excavating further down in 
certain areas to install foundations later. She stated that in order to start bona fide 
construction of the project, the developer must also obtain construction financing, enter into 
contracts with its general contractor and subcontractors, pay the balance of the permit fee 
due to the Village, and start work on the project’s concrete footings. She stated once bona 
fide construction begins, as defined in the Third Amendment, then the Village's ability to claw 
the property back if the developer defaults goes away, but the Village would retain legal 



VBOT October 25, 2021 
 

 6 

 

remedies to ensure the property is safe and maintained. Ms. Scheiner explained the clawback 
expiration is a requirement in order for the developer to secure a construction loan or capital 
needed to construct the project. She stated if the Village claws the property back before bona 
fide construction commences, the developer's excavation costs would only be reimbursed by 
the Village for the costs of removing the top 2' of soil, because that soil needs to be removed 
from the site for any future development of the property. However, she stated, the developer 
will be responsible for the costs of removing soil below 2’ for the project-specific work 
related to the concrete footings for the building by providing a form of security acceptable 
to the Village. 
 
Village Attorney, Greg Smith spoke on public comments made regarding the Village’s release 
of the clawback clause. He stated that the Village’s clawback does not go away unless 5 things 
happen: 1) the Developer closes on a construction loan; 2) they have executed contracts with 
contractors & subs; 3) They have paid all permits required by the project, including the 
Village permit; 4) and have begun construction; and 5) provided the Village proof of these 
four items. He further stated that the Village’s clawback doesn’t go away as soon as this 
amendment is approved. Regarding comments by Ms. Cekander, Mr. Smith stated the first 
and second amendments were recorded against PINs, but for some unknown reason not 
recorded with the County.   
 
Mark McKinney of Sedgwick Properties highlighted development updates. He noted first, the 
removal of reversionary rights or the clawback, to get the RDA amended toward that end 
which is very important to the lender. He reported that 14 residential units have been sold, 
which is closer to 65% of sales and the market is showing great appreciation for the project. 
Furthermore, he stated they are seeing the market respond to that with sales and price 
points on the penthouse units. He stated that they will be refreshing site signage to update 
sales progress and fences will be installed on the Ashland side to aide in visibility. He stated 
that the show room is still open and that 2500sqft of cosmetic surgeon space is very close to 
the final stages of lease negotiation. He reported two other restaurants and another medical 
care tenant are also in lease negotiations. Regarding the financing, he stated that they have 
selected a lender, term sheets, and noted it would be a 60-90-day loan process. He stated 
appraisal will take almost half of that timeline, along with environmental reports, and 
preparation of loan documents. He stated that there is a lot to do in that 60-90-day time 
frame. He stated that if things go well tonight, processing to get payment for the permit will 
be released. He stated contractors will need 10 days to get crews mobilized and he knows 
that it’s important to have the contractor work closely with the Village. He stated that he is 
still committing to the 18-month timeframe once bona fide construction begins. He noted 
retail tenant buildout could be a piece that extends past that 18 months. He stated that the 
NFR letter will need an extension past the 18-month period.  
 
President Adduci opened it up to comments. 
 
Trustee Johnson mentioned that residents are frustrated and that this Board is putting a lot 
on the line. He asked the developer if they were granted this extension, what is their true 
timeline to get started given the timeline for the lender? 
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Mr. McKinney responded that they would commence construction prior to lending and the 
second phase of excavation. He stated the first phase is taking non suitable soil away.  
 
Trustee Johnson questioned what date they will begin construction? 
 
Mr. McKinney stated that it will take 90 days to get the loan closed, but within 60 days they 
would commence phase one to remove non suitable soil, and then 30 days to do the balance 
of the excavation.  
 
Trustee Johnson asked how will concerns about weather affect this? 
 
Mr. McKinney responded by stating that there are various things they can do with blankets, 
cement mixtures, and that they have built through winter before.  
 
President Adduci noted that January 23 is date required to close.  
 
Trustee Vazquez commented that all the conditions Attorney Greg Smith raised will have to 
be closed by January 23.  
 
Clerk Keller noted that there is a disconnect between the Village residents and the Board 
regarding the clawback provision. He stated the Board and developer are clear, but not the 
residents.  
 
President Adduci responded that this is a culmination of conversations, and this is a matter 
of clarity over what is the clawback.  
 
Clerk Keller stated that the Village is not giving up the clawback clause until these 5 
conditions are met. 
  
Trustee O’Connell responded to the community that the Board has not given up on the 
clawback clause and they are not giving it up. 
  
Julie Patterson, 7575 Lake, stated that she does not feel the Board has communicated well 
enough and provided enough information. She commented that some residents don’t read 
everything that is there. She discussed information she has found. She stated it is difficult to 
know how to get there and where to look for information.   
 
President Adduci stated she appreciated that this comment was brought to the Board’s 
attention. She suggested a printed newsletter and to work with the Village’s communications 
group and do better outreach. 
 
Ms. Patterson ask if the Village can provide what the Village Attorney said in writing.  
 
President Adduci responded that this information was in the Board packet prior to the 
meeting. 
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Trustee Bachner stated that deadlines have not been met and residents are frustrated. 
 
President Adduci noted that the Village will try to come up with something for residents 
around construction and get something about the clawback clause. 
 
Ms. Boblick commented that she saw the packet and reviewed the description. She stated 
that what she did not do was read the third amendment and will do that. 
 
Village Attorney Greg Smith commented that information is on page #35 of the pdf within 
the packet, items 1-4 on the top of that page. 
 
Trustee Brennan questioned the developer and the Village on how long have permits been 
ready to be pulled and how much more than $50,000 is due.   
 
Ms. Scheiner responded by stating that August in terms of permits and the total permit fee is 
$220,000.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if what they are doing is that the developer pays $50,000 now and 
pays the remainder in January?  She asked the developer why he has not yet picked up the 
permits already? 
 
Mr. McKinney responded that work under the permit was always contemplated to be part of 
the construction loan. He stated they also need a permit for Phase 1 of the 2 feet of 
excavation.  
 
Trustee Brennan asked if the permit wasn’t paid for in full because they were planning on 
paying it through financing, the construction loan? 
 
Mr. McKinney responded by stating that yes, permit costs always are a part of a construction 
loan.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked that if the Board were to approve this tonight, will he have the ability 
to get the loan financed and will it take until end of January to get that closed? 
 
Mr. McKinney responded by stating that they can get mobilized within 10 days, which is the 
2 feet of the second phase of excavation.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked for clarification when he mentioned construction and what that 
would look like.  
 
Mr. McKinney stated that they will mobilize in 10 days for the first phase, and the latter 30 
days for the second phase of the excavation.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked about his comment that the two penthouses may take longer than 18 
months? 
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Mr. McKinney responded by stating that they may have sales that go on for several months 
and customer personalization may take longer. He stated these are things outside their 
current permit and may take longer. 
 
Trustee Bachner noted that the Developer wouldn’t be doing their job without a timeline, so 
what does construction look like in January? 
 
Mr. McKinney responded by stating that he expects that they would be looking to have this 
constructed in three parts. He stated: first, the foundations; then the podium which is the 
ground floor to the first floor; then the residential of floors 2-3-4 + rooftop. He stated the 
foundations will be approximately 3-4 months of work; then, the podium is a 2-3 months’ 
timeframe from there. He stated the residential exterior is another 3-4 months of work and 
the balance would be completing all the interior finishes. 
 
Trustee Bachner questioned what would hinder the project to go over 18 months? 
 
Mr. McKinney responded that who knows what the unforeseen are. He stated maybe, a 
drastic winter and that he didn’t think pandemic would’ve come out as potential risk. He 
stated they are still dealing with realities of COVID with material delays and the supply chain 
impact.  
 
Trustee Bachner asked if there is anything the developer can do to mitigate material delays?  
 
Mr. McKinney responded by stating that they are planning the excavation phases now.  
 
President Adduci stated they still need and want to know as soon to the 18 months that the 
Village is going to see people live in units or restaurant opening up.  
 
Ms. Scheiner stated that in developments of this type, developers finish a shell of the exterior 
first, then the interior. She stated this is done in order to keep the building safe and 
structurally sound, even if not all the interior work is complete. She recalled the Hines 
Lumber site, stating over time as units are sold, they would then complete those interior 
spaces. She stated at that time, it comes more down to inspection than permitting, noting 
customized spaces. She stated the work continues to be inspected until a certificate of 
occupancy is issued at every unit.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that the materials mentioned lowering the height of the building, she 
asked if this is new information, and how much of the building is being lowered and why.  
 
Ms. Scheiner commented that originally the development was for 80ft for 30 units, but a 
story was removed. She stated the Planned Development contemplated the potential to do 
so. She stated since they did not exceed the height, but lowered it, then it did not need to 
come back to the Board.  
 
Trustee Brennan commented that the momentum of room is moving toward a vote. She 
stated she wanted to note the long history of delays and unfulfilled promises. She stated what 



VBOT October 25, 2021 
 

 10 

 

they heard from residents was lack of trust. She stated one of the residents referenced great 
frustration from trustees. She stated she voted to give them another chance against her 
better judgement. She stated she thinks it’s possible but can’t vote yes. She stated there is a 
labyrinthine of documents that make it confusing. She stated a real estate attorney has to get 
further clarification from village attorney. She stated she hopes to be proven wrong.  
 
Mr. McKinney noted they ask people to keep in mind that maybe it’s taken a few years to get 
to this point, but they demolished the site, handled the remediation process, and been doing 
this during a pandemic.  
 
President Adduci commented that she thinks Ms. Scheiner summed it up well and the Village 
Attorney knows how to protect the Village very well. She stated that they have done quite a 
bit, and thy are where they need to be. She stated it’s a clean piece of property, and that even 
though they didn’t take control of property until 2017-2018, a lot of progress has been made. 
She stated now, the next phase is to get it constructed. She reminded the Board that January 
23rd is the end date, and there would be no additional amendments. She stated they have 
gotten to the end of road with the project. She asked the Clerk to take a vote. 
 
Trustee Gillis stated that she will vote yes for a number of reasons. She stated starting over 
would put us back farther and that 90 days is not a long time to wait. She stated the Village 
is protected because they are not giving back the clawback clause until milestones are met. 
She stated she is truly looking forward to seeing it built.  
 
Trustee Bachner commented that she understands that the residents are upset that she 
voted yes a year or so ago. But, she stated, there is progress that she doesn’t want to get in 
the way of. She stated the Board has 90 days with the clawback. She stated this has been 
extremely frustrating as they watched a building go up at Chicago and Harlem. She stated 
she is voting yes, but that she is not happy about it.  
 
Trustee O’Connell stated that this is not easy and the level of frustration has not been good. 
He stated the Board’s role is to protect the residents and he has the utmost confidence in the 
document that Greg Smith negotiated. He stated residents will understand at that point in 
time. He stated he is willing to go 90 days so he is voting yes.  
 
Trustee Johnson commented that his comments are similar to Trustee Gillis. He stated he 
does believe that 90 days is not a long time and going with a new developer will take longer. 
He stated he was looking for a better incorporated timeline within the 90 days. He stated 
residents need to know what’s going on and steps should have been taken to do that. He 
stated he can be marked down for a “no” vote on the 24th, but that he is voting yes on the next 
90 days.  
 
Trustee Brennan stated that they have heard no more before, but that she can’t continue with 
it tonight. She stated she is voting no tonight.  
 
Trustee Vazquez stated that he was not able to vote previously due to a conflict of interest. 
He stated he was in the law firm that represented D90 and D200 and TIF funds were 
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involved, so he abstained for that reason. He stated he is happy to vote tonight and to provide 
his comments. He stated he does agree with the frustration regarding this event. He stated 
he is saddened to hear about the confusion about clawback clause, and he’s hoping to clarify 
and address. He stated they’re almost at the end of the marathon race, and that he does want 
to see if they can finish the race. He stated he will be voting yes for the next 90 days, and that 
he too will express his decision not to renew after January 23rd. He stated for the developer, 
please finish and get this done.  
 
President Adduci stated that the motion passes on a five to one vote. She clarified that the 
clawback clause will not be relinquished until the conditions are met. She stated the Village 
does not lose the right after that due to zoning and permitting. She stated the Village has 
proven it could be done with the Hines project on Madison. She also recommended a project 
plan between Sedgewick Properties and the Village, so the Village knows where things stand.  
She stated she is confident that they will succeed, but if not they will take another direction. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  Trustee Brennan  
Motion Passes. 
 
9.  NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Review and Acceptance of the FY 2021 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) 
 
Director McAdams summarized the budget projections and expenditures in the Report. She 
encouraged the Village Board of Trustees to review, noting it summarizes and explains the 
Village’s financial activities during the year. She thanked Staff, Assistant Finance Director 
Keke Boyer and Kimberly Marshall from BKD for their work.  
 
Ms. Marshall from BKD reviewed the auditing process and highlighted key findings. 
 
President Adduci stated the Village is in a good position and that she is proud of the team.   
 
Trustee Vazquez made a motion, seconded by Trustee Bachner, to accept the Village’s 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ending on April 30, 2021. 
 
Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 
 
 

10.  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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Mr. Pape announced that because the Board would be going into Executive Session, there 
would be no further discussion or action after Executive Session and that the Board would 
adjourn immediately after.  
 
Trustee Vazquez made a motion, seconded by Trustee O’Connell, to enter into Executive 
Session to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or 
dismissal of specific employees of the Village. 
 

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 

 
The Village Board returned to regular session at 9:07 p.m. with the following members 
present: President Adduci, Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez, 
Village Clerk Keller. 
 

11.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Trustee O’Connell made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillis, to adjourn the regular Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 9:08 p.m.  
 

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 

 
 
___________________________________________     
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 
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Sara Phyfer

From: Jean Barbato 
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 1:49 PM
To: VBOT
Subject: Regarding the proposed 3rd amendment for the Lake/Lathrop development project

To the members of the River Forest board:  
 
As residents of River Forest we strongly oppose the proposed 3rd amendment.  The developer has already been 
given ample opportunity and extensions on this project, and has missed agreed upon deadlines time and 
again.  Village communication suggests that the developer has a construction loan lined up and in hand -- and in 
the next sentence asks us to approve the removal of the clawback provision so that the developer can be 
approved for the loan.   
 
Following this project from afar, listening to a developer tell a new "true" story each time they appear before the 
village board, and at the same time observing a site that has been carelessly and capriciously maintained (or not 
maintained) over multiple years ALSO makes us very skeptical of this developer team.   
 
Isn't it a given that past behavior is a good indication of future behavior?  Does the Village really want to be "in 
bed'' with this team with all exit doors closed?   
 
Please do not pass the proposed amendment.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Jean and Tony Barbato 



1

Elijah Bebora

From: Kelly Forsyth 
Sent: Sunday, October 24, 2021 3:00 PM
To: VBOT
Cc: Shelby S Boblick
Subject: Extension of the Timeline on the Lake & Lathrop project

I am unable to attend the meeting tomorrow but would like my email read into the public comments section of 
the meeting regarding the extension of the timeline on the Lake and Thatcher project.  
It is my understanding that In the last year or so the treatment of email‐submitted vs virtual/in‐person comments has 
been revised, with the former no longer included in the meeting minutes. I request an exception so that my email can be 
included in the minutes.  
 

 
A proposed Third Amendment which is included in the packet of materials on the Village 
website (to be voted on Monday, Oct 24) postpones the commencement of construction 
to Jan. 23, 2022 and eliminates the Village’s right to take back the property for failure to 
perform. This Developer still doesn’t have construction financing and says it cannot be 
obtained without the clawback waiver. To me, the release of the clawback without the 
Developer simultaneously entering into a construction loan is ill advised on the part of the 
Trustees.  
 
This contract continues to benefit the developer more than the village and we the taxpayers continue to 
lose because of lost revenue from property and sales taxes, as well as from all the legal fees paid every 
time this contract is amended.  How much money has been spent on legal fees to date?  Are there 
estimates on the tax revenues lost to date? 
  
This proposed extension of deadline and the waiver of the right to take the property back for the 
Developer’s failure to perform is inexplicably one-sided and not in the best interest of the Village or it’s 
residents.  
  
I strongly urge you to vote against this proposed amendment.  
 
Kelly Forsyth 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Sara Phyfer

From: Daniel Lauber 
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 3:42 PM
To: VBOT
Subject: VBOT Public Comment - Item 8a Oct 25 Agenda

These comments are submitted for the following item at tonight's village board meeting (Oct 25, 2021). I trust 
that they will be read into the record. 
 
Re: 8. Unfinished Business 

a. Authorizing the Execution of a Third Amendment to the Second Amended and Restated 
Redevelopment Agreement for Lake Street and Lathrop Avenue – Ordinance 

 
In more than 40 years as a professional city planner, I have never seen any city or town roll over and cater to a 
developer -- no matter how politically connected --  as much as River Forest has with this development at Lake 
& Lathrop. The extensions and allowances the village has made are pretty much inexcusable and this third 
amendment shows once again that this developer is receiving unwarranted favored treatment. There is no 
excuse to waive the requirements for an extension of development deadlines in a planned development permit 
required in Section 10-19-7 of the Village of River Forest Zoning Ordinance. And there is no excuse to 
eliminate the "clawback" clause that allows the village to take back the property should the developer default. 
 
Finally, River Forest continues to follow the very damaging government policy of providing this amended 
agreement to the public and village trustees just 3 days before tonight's village board meeting as part of a 266-
page board packet. This practice hinders the ability of our elected trustees to perform their jobs in a well-
informed and independent manner because they do not have adequate time to vet much of anything on their 
agenda and look for unintended consequences. This practice doesn't give them any time to mull over items on 
the agenda and denies the public a fair opportunity to adequately review the items on the agenda. 
 
This practice needs to end. Board packets and agendas should be issued to the public and trustees no less than 6 
days before a village board meeting, and the village should require two readings at separate village board 
meetings at least two weeks apart for ordinances and other items that are not of an utmost emergency. This good 
government change would give trustees and the public adequate time to understand the consequences of 
adopting or approving each item on the agenda, including appointments like those on the agenda tonight where 
no relevant information is provided on one of the appointees. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
  
 
 
************************** 
FROM: 
 
Daniel Lauber, AICP 
7215 Oak Ave  
River Forest, IL 60305 
 
Phones:  
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Cell:  
 
Email: 
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Sara Phyfer

From: Lisa Scheiner
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:06 PM
To: Elijah Bebora; Sara Phyfer
Subject: FW: Board member contact form

 
 
Lisa Scheiner 
Acting Village Administrator 
Village of River Forest 
400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 
(708) 714-3520 
www.vrf.us  
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
 
From: Village of River Forest [mailto:noreply@mail145-26.atl61.mandrillapp.com] On Behalf Of Village of River Forest 
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 3:22 PM 
To: Lisa Scheiner <lscheiner@vrf.us> 
Subject: Board member contact form 
 

The following was submitted on: 10/25/2021 

To: President and Trustees 
cadduci@vrf.us, jkeller@vrf.us, ebachner@vrf.us, lgillis@vrf.us, kjohnson@vrf.us, kbrennan@vrf.us, 
roconnell@vrf.us, rvazquez@vrf.us 

Name: Luanne Peterson 
Email:  
Address: 7575 Lake Street, 6D 
Phone:  
Comments:  
I am concerned about the upcoming vote tonight regarding a new amendment to prior actions regarding the 
development of Lake/Lathrop. The Village Board has been excessively patient with this developer and it is time 
to stop this chicanery and tell him to put up or get out. As a village resident and taxpayer I hope the board will 
remember their obligation to the residents to vote in our bests interests. I urge the board members to vote 
against authorizing a third amendment.  
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  VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
SPECIAL VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Saturday, October 30, 2021 

A special meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Saturday, 
October 30, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – 
River Forest, IL.  

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

The meeting was called to order at 9:10a.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 

Present: President Adduci, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez, 
Absent:  Village Clerk Jonathan Keller 
Also present: Acting Village Administrator Lisa Scheiner 

2. CITIZEN COMMENTS

None. 

3. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Trustee Vazquez made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillis, to enter into Executive Session 
to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or 
dismissal of specific employees of the Village. 

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez 
Absent: None  
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 

The Village Board returned to regular session at 5:10 p.m. with the following members 
present: President Adduci, Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez. 

4. ADJOURNMENT

Trustee O’Connell made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillis, to adjourn the special Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 5:12 p.m.  

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez 
Absent: Trustee Brennan  
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 

___________________________________________ 
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 
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  VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST 
SPECIAL VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MINUTES 

Monday, November 1, 2021  
 

A special meeting of the Village of River Forest Board of Trustees was held on Monday, 
November 30, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room of Village Hall, 400 Park Avenue – 
River Forest, IL.  

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL  

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:00p.m.  Upon roll call, the following persons were: 
 
Present: President Adduci, Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez,  
Absent:  Village Clerk Jonathan Keller 
Also present: Acting Village Administrator Lisa Scheiner  
 

2. CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

None. 
 
3.    EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

Trustee Vazquez made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillis, to enter into Executive Session 
to discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or 
dismissal of specific employees of the Village. 
 

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None  
Motion Passes. 

 
The Village Board returned to regular session at 9:10 p.m. with the following members 
present: President Adduci, Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez. 
 

4.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Trustee O’Connell made a motion, seconded by Trustee Gillis, to adjourn the special Village 
Board of Trustees Meeting at 9:15 p.m.  
 

Roll call: 
Ayes:  Trustees Bachner, Brennan, Gillis, Johnson, O’Connell, Vazquez  
Absent: None  
Nays:  None 
Motion Passes. 

 
___________________________________________   
Jonathan Keller, Village Clerk 



 

 

PROCLAMATION 
 

DESIGNATING NOVEMBER, 2021 AS NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
 
 
WHEREAS, during Native American Heritage Month, Native Peoples of the lands (later known as the 
Americas) have lived on these lands since time immemorial; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of River Forest was once inhabited by Native American people including the Ojibwa, 
Chippewa, Menominee, Potawatomi nations and more; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Native American Heritage Month began in 1976 and recognition was expanded by Congress and 
approved in August 1990, designating the month of November as National American Heritage Month; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Native American Heritage Month is an opportunity to celebrate Native Americans whose abilities 
and contributions strengthen Chicagoland, and invigorate our community; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Native American Heritage Month is a time for all Village residents to remember the stories and 
teachings of those Native tribes; and, 

 
 
WHEREAS, this Proclamation encourages businesses, organizations and public institutions to recognize 
November, 2021 as Native American Heritage Month in the Village of River Forest; and, 

 
THEREFORE, I, Catherine M. Adduci, President of the Village Board of Trustees of River Forest, do 
hereby proclaim November, 2021 as Native American Heritage Month in the Village of River Forest, and 
encourage all residents, businesses, organizations and public institutions to acknowledge, honor, value and 
celebrate Native American historic and current contributions locally and beyond, while also recognizing the 
ongoing and interconnected struggles of all Native American communities locally and beyond; 

 
IN WITNESS, THEREOF, I have hereto set my hand officially and caused to be affixed the seal of the Village 
of River Forest, this 8th day of November 2021. 

 
By: 

 
 
Catherine M. Adduci, President 
Village of River Forest 



   
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: November 8, 2021 
 
TO:  Lisa Scheiner, Acting Village Administrator   
 
FROM: Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services 

 
SUBJECT: Award of Contract – Traffic Study (Northeast Section of River Forest) 

  
Issue: Staff is seeking the award of a contract for a Transportation Engineering Firm to assist the 
Village of River Forest in performing a traffic study in the area bound by North Avenue, Harlem 
Avenue, Greenfield Avenue and Lathrop Avenue.  
 
Analysis: There has been a recent increase in resident calls regarding the volume and speed of 
vehicles in the northeast corner of town. Much of this appears to be cut-through traffic, travelling 
through Village Streets to avoid congestion associated with the North Ave/Harlem Ave intersection.  
 
The Traffic and Safety Commission met on September 15, 2021 to discuss this matter. Concerns 
identified by residents at this meeting include the following: 

1. An increase in cut-through traffic coming off of North Avenue to avoid the intersection of 
North Ave/Harlem Ave 

2. Vehicle speeds 
3. Lack of respect for street signage (stop signs) within the area 
4. A substantial increase in noise associated with the increase in traffic 

 
At this Traffic and Safety Commission Meeting, the Commission recommended that the Village 
Board approve a contract to perform a traffic-related study so that issues can be identified, along with 
potential resolutions that could be implemented in the future. On October 11, 2021, the Village 
Board was presented with this recommendation from the commission and gave general consensus for 
Staff to solicit a proposal from Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA) the Village’s 
Transportation Engineering Consultant, to conduct a comprehensive study of the area. The not-to-
exceed project cost for this project is $13,500.00. 
 
Over the past few years, KLOA has performed numerous transportation-related studies for the 
Village, most recently completing the Safe Walking Routes to Schools Plan and the Commuter 
Parking Study.  
 
Given KLOA’s background knowledge of the Village, past-project experience and performance on 
previous Village studies, Staff recommends approval of a contract with KLOA for this traffic study.  
 
Recommendation: Consider a Motion to approve an agreement with Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, 
Aboona, Inc. to complete a Traffic Study in the northeast corner of River Forest for a not-to-exceed 
cost of $13,500.00 and authorize the Acting Village Administrator to execute the contract agreement. 
 
Attachments 
KLOA Proposal 



 

KLOA, Inc. Transportation and Parking Planning Consultants 

9575 West Higgins Road, Suite 400 | Rosemont, Illinois 60018 
              p: 847-518-9990 | f: 847-518-9987 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 29, 2021 

 

Mr. Jeff Loster, PE, CFM, CPESC 

Director of Public Works and Development Services 

Village of River Forest 

400 Park Avenue 

River Forest, IL 60305 

 

Re: Traffic Study Proposal 

 River Forest, Illinois 

 

Dear Jeff: 

 

Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, Aboona, Inc. (KLOA, Inc.) is pleased to submit this proposal for professional 

traffic engineering services regarding an evaluation of the traffic operations in the residential neighborhood 

bounded by North Avenue, Harlem Avenue, Greenfield Street, and Lathrop Avenue in River Forest, Illinois. 

The purpose of the evaluation is to determine existing issues related to cut-through traffic, speeding, and 

traffic control compliance. 

 

Scope of Services 
 

We have developed a scope of services based on our experience with similar projects and our previous 

work in River Forest.  

 

1. Field Surveys/Observations. The existing physical and operating characteristics of the 

neighborhood will be documented based on field surveys. This will include performing field 

observations during both the weekday morning and evening peak periods.  

 

2. Data Collection. Weekday morning (7:00-9:00 A.M.) and evening (4:00-6:00 P.M.) peak period 

classification counts using Miovision Scout Cameras will be conducted at the twelve (12) 

intersections highlighted in the enclosed exhibit. In addition, midblock two-way traffic counts and 

speed studies will be conducted at seven (7) locations as shown on the exhibit. 

 

3. Crash Data. Crash data will be obtained from the police department for the past five years to 

determine the number and frequency of crashes occurring at the study area intersections. 

 

4. Evaluation. The results of the traffic counts will be summarized and evaluated to quantify the 

amount of traffic cutting through the neighborhood and to determine if traffic volumes meet the 

criteria for the roadways’ functions. The travel paths and impacted intersections will be identified. 

Capacity analyses will also be conducted at these intersections to determine their current operations 

and identify any capacity constraints. Similarly, the results of the speed study will be evaluated to 

determine the prevailing speed and the need to reduce the speed limits as proposed. Furthermore, 

the results of the traffic counts and crash data will be reviewed to determine the adequacy of the 

existing traffic controls and whether modifications are warranted. 
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5. Recommendation. Based on the results of the data collection, recommendations will be developed 

to address the need for the following: 

 

− Speed limit and/or traffic control compliance 

− Traffic calming measures 

− Peak hour movement restrictions 

− Traffic control modifications 

 

6. Memorandum Report. A memorandum report summarizing our findings and recommendations will 

be prepared. 

 

7. Meetings. A Principal of KLOA, Inc. who is familiar with the analyses, findings and 

recommendations of the evaluation will be available to attend meetings and/or hearings, as 

necessary.  

 

Time of Performance 
 

We will provide you with a draft of the memorandum report summarizing our findings within six to eight 

weeks upon receipt of a signed copy of this letter of agreement. 

 

Meetings and hearings will be attended as arranged during advance requests by you. For formal meetings 

and for hearings at which presentations may be required, it is desired that 7 to 10 days’ advance notice be 

given to KLOA, Inc. 
 

Cost of Services 
 

The cost of services rendered by KLOA, Inc. on this project will be based on our hourly rates currently in 

effect, plus reimbursement at cost for direct expenses such as traffic counts, travel, reproduction, etc. Based 

on our experience in similar studies, we estimate the cost for our professional staff time and services and 

direct expenses for the tasks outlined in Items 1 through 6 of the scope of services will be in the range of 

$12,500 to $13,500. All costs for professional staff time to attend any meetings and/or hearings as described 

in Item 7 of the scope of services will be itemized separately on our invoices and are in addition to the costs 

estimated above. Hourly rates for a Principal of KLOA, Inc. to attend daytime meetings is $235 and to 

attend evening hearings is $320. 
 

Method of Payment 
 

Invoices for services rendered will be submitted every two weeks and will reflect the charges incurred on 

the project during the previous period. Invoices will show staff time and expenses separately. Invoices are 

due and payable within 30 days of the invoice date. Payments due KLOA, Inc. are not contingent upon 

project approval or project financing and are the responsibility of the Village of River Forest. To the 

maximum extent permitted by law, The Village of River Forest agrees to limit Kenig, Lindgren, O’Hara, 

Aboona, Inc.’s liability for The Village of River Forest’s damages up to the sum of the total fee on this 

project. This limitation should apply regardless of the cause of action or legal theory pled or asserted. 
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We are pleased to have this opportunity to continue to offer our professional services to The Village of 

River Forest. We look forward to initiating our services on the project upon receipt of a signed copy of this 

letter of agreement. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

KENIG, LINDGREN, O’HARA, ABOONA, INC.  ACCEPTED AND APPROVED THIS 

 

        ____ DAY OF _______________, 2021 

 

Luay R. Aboona, PE, PTOE 

As its Principal       ________________________________ 

and Contracting Officer      (Signature) 

 

        ________________________________ 
        (Typed/Printed Name) 
 

        Authorized to Execute Agreements for: 

 

        ________________________________ 

 

Enc. 
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Village of River Forest 
Village Administrator’s Office  

400 Park Avenue 
River Forest, IL 60305 

Tel:  708-366-8500 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

Date: November 4, 2021 
 
To: Cathy Adduci, Village President 
 Village Board of Trustees  
 
From: Lisa Scheiner, Acting Village Administrator 
 Jeff Loster, Director of Public Works and Development Services 
 
Subj: Building & Zoning Report – October, 2021 
  

Permit and Real Estate Transfer Activity 
Year-to-date revenue for FY 2022 is $325,409, which is 51.3% of the revenues budgeted for FY 2022.  
 
Real Estate Transfers 
 

 
October 

 2021 
October 

 2020 
FY 2022  

YTD Total 
FY 2021  

Total 
Transfers 13 14 160 276 

 
Residential Property Demolition 
 

 
October 

 2021 
FY 2022  

YTD Total 
FY 2021 

Total 
FY 2020 

Total 
Residential Demolitions 1 3 4 5 

 
Address  Architectural Significance 
1500 William  n/a 
 
Planned Development Project/Development Review Board Updates 
Below please find a summary of the status of approved planned development permits as well as 
certain pending applications. 
 
Approved: 
 7574 Division Street – This project was approved June 28, 2021.  From the date or approval, the 

applicant has nine months to obtain a building permit, 15 months to commence construction, and 
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18 months to complete construction.  A building permit has been issued and work is in progress.  
A project website has been established (www.vrf.us/trinity).   

 Mixed Use Development (Lake and Lathrop) – This project was approved on September 17, 2018.  
Village Staff have been working with the developer to issue the building permit so that site work 
and excavation can begin in early November.  Project updates will continue to be provided on the 
Village’s website (www.vrf.us/lakeandlathrop). 

 
Pending 
 400 Ashland Avenue – The property owner appeared before the Development Review Board on 

February 18, 2021 regarding a pending application for a major amendment to an existing planned 
development to convert a portion of the building from commercial to residential space. A public 
hearing was opened on August 5, continued to September 2, and continued again to October 21.  
At its October 21 meeting, the Development Review Board recommended conditional approval of 
this project. The Development Review Board will return in mid-November to adopt its findings of 
fact and forward its recommendation to the Village Board of Trustees for consideration at a future 
Board Meeting. A project website has been established (www.vrf.us/400ashland) for more 
information about the project and application.  

 735 Lathrop Avenue – River Forest Public Library has been working with Staff regarding a 
pending application for a major amendment to an existing planned development to move HVAC 
equipment to the ground level on the north side of the building in a masonry enclosure.  The 
applicant held a resident meeting on April 28, 2021, introduced the project to the Village Board 
of Trustees on May 10, 2021, and appeared before the Development Review Board for a pre-filing 
conference on June 3, 2021.   The applicant submitted an application in late August, a technical 
review committee meeting was held in late September, and it is anticipated that this matter will 
proceed to public hearing on October 21,2021.  At its October 21 meeting, the Development 
Review Board recommended conditional approval of this project. The Development Review 
Board will return in mid-November to adopt its findings of fact and forward its recommendation 
to the Village Board of Trustees for consideration at a future Board Meeting.  A project website 
has been established (www.vrf.us/rflibrary) for more information about the project and 
application.   

http://www.vrf.us/trinity
http://www.vrf.us/lakeandlathrop
http://www.vrf.us/400ashland
http://www.vrf.us/rflibrary
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Village of River Forest  

POLICE DEPARTMENT MEMORANDUM 

TO: Lisa Scheiner – Acting Village Administrator  

FROM: James O’Shea- Chief of Police 

DATE: November 3, 2021 

SUBJECT: October 2021 Monthly Report 

 

Crime Statistics 
 

The month of October 2021 indicated a 15% decrease in Group A (previously Part I) offenses in comparison 

to October 2020. There was a 56% increase in Group B (previously Part II) reported crimes compared to 

October 2020. A decrease in Robbery and Theft incidents contributed to the reduction in Group A crimes. An 

increase in Offenses Involving Children and misdemeanor traffic offenses contributed to the Group B uptick. For 

calendar year 2021, Group A crimes are down 26% at this time, while Group B crimes are up 45% in comparison 

to 2020 year-to-date statistics.  We will continue to report any anomalies in data or statistics for calendar year 2021.     

 

 Oct Oct Diff. % YTD YTD Diff. % 
2021 2020 +/- +/- 2021 2020 +/- +/- 

Group A* 17 20 -3    -15%  137 185   -48    -26% 

         
Group B** 86 55  31    56%   

2% 
 720 497 223    45% 

         
Reports*** 129 120 9        8% 1,157 1,125   32     3% 

         
Events****  985  910 -75    8%   8,668  8,884  -226     -2% 

 
*Group A (previously referred to Part I) Offenses include homicide, criminal sexual assault, robbery, aggravated battery, burglary, 

theft, and motor vehicle theft. 

**Group B (previously referred to Part II) Offenses include simple battery, assault, criminal trespass, disorderly conduct, and all other 

misdemeanor and traffic offenses. 

***Reports (new category as of September 2015) include total number of reports written by officers during the month.  

****Events (new category as of September 2015) include all activities conducted by officers, including foot patrols, premise checks, 

traffic stops, and all other calls for service not included as Group A and Group B offenses. 
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Town Center 
 

The Police Department responded to seventy-five (75) calls for service at the Town Center properties in October 

2021; of those calls there were twenty-three (23) reported crimes, which included eight (8) Retail Thefts and 

fifteen (15) Panhandler/Criminal Trespass incidents. There was a 12% increase in calls for service in 

comparison to October 2020. In addition, there was a 229% increase in Criminal Activity in comparison to 

October 2020. Year-to-date Calls for Service are down 13% and Criminal Activity is up 7%.    

 

Collaboration and Relationship Strengthening 

 Officers followed policies and procedures instituted to help in reducing the spread of COVID-

19 and in gaining compliance from community members to follow Social Distancing, masks, 

and other executive guidelines. 

 Officers conducted additional patrols/premise checks in the business districts, parks, and 

schools due to loosening of the COVID-19 pandemic guidelines.  

 Attended Administrator’s Forum.  

 Attended BFPC meeting.  

 Attended West Suburban Chief’s Association meeting in Cicero.  

 Hosted area Police Chiefs Meeting on Felony Review with House Minority Leader Jim Durkin.    

 Participated in Race Conscious Dialogue Workshop.   

 Attended WSCDC meeting via Zoom.  

 Participated in Fire Chief Panel Interviews. 

 Attended WEDGE Task Force meeting.   

 Hosted Quarterly Community Safety Meeting at Village Hall.  

 Officers increased traffic enforcement efforts at locations based on data-driven response to 

accidents and community member requests.  

 Officers performed traffic enforcement and participated in the Tour De Proviso Bicycle Event 

and the Maywood Fine Arts Association Pumpkin Patch Parade. 

 Officers assisted with crossings for St. Luke’s School Walkathon Fundraiser. 

 

School and Community Support 
 

During this period, the SRO/CSO Division continued to focus on addressing safety and security concerns by 

meeting with community organizations and schools. Some of these concerns included general traffic, 

construction related hazards, and personal safety related issues.   
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Ordinance Enforcement Officer Activity Summary for October 2021 

Bank/Metra 18 assignments / 2.6hrs 

Errands 4 assignments / 1.08hrs 

Local Ordinance Enforcement / Citations 3 assignments / 1hr 

Parking Citations 54 citations 

Fingerprinting assignments 4 assignments / 1.5hrs 

Administrative Duties 15 assignments / 13.5hrs 

Animal Calls 9 assignments / 3.6hrs 

Vehicle Service 11 assignments / 2.91hrs 

Crossings 26 assignments / 11.5hrs 

Bond Hearing / Court 9 assignments / 14.4hrs 

Adjudication / Red Light Hearing 1 assignment / 2hrs 

Other Calls for Service 25 assignments / 9.6hrs 

 

The OEO conducted parking enforcement throughout the village, resulting in 54 Tickets and 9 Warnings for: 

 

OCTOBER 2021 TICKETS WARNINGS 

Time Limit 5 8 

No Parking Anytime 8 - 

Fire Lane/Hydrant 2 - 

Handicapped - - 

Resident Only Zone 4 - 

Permit Parking Only 4 1 

Daily Parking Fee Zone 15 - 

Other Parking Offense 7 - 

Vehicle License 9 - 

TOTAL 54 9 

 

School Resource/Crime Prevention Officer Activity Summary for October 2021 

 

Written Reports 16 

Foot Patrols / Premise Checks 82 

I-Search and Too Good For Drugs 

Activities 

 3 assemblies 

 13 lessons  

Calls for Service 27 

Other Assignments     12 assignments / 20 hours  

Special Assignments   51 assignments / 139 hours (see 

below)  

 

School and Community-Support Activity Highlights for October 2021 

 

Ofc. Ransom completed the following: 
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 I-Search Activity:  

 3 assemblies on 10/13/2021.  

 1 lesson on 10/20/2021. 

 

 Too Good For Drugs Activity: 

 3 lessons on 10/04/2021. 

 1 lesson on 10/05/2021.  

 2 lessons on 10/18/2021.  

 2 lessons on 10/19/2021. 

 2 lessons on 10/25/2021.  

 2 lessons on 10/26/2021.  

 

  Participated in Tour De Proviso Bike Ride event on 10/02/2021. 

 Assisted with traffic control for D90’s “Walk and Bike to School Week” from 10/04/21 – 10/08/21. 

 Met with RF Library on 10/04/2021 to go over Safety Plan. 

 Followed up with Roosevelt Counselor regarding DCFS report on 10/05/2021.  

 Gave St. Luke’s students a station tour on 10/05/2021.  

 Referred elderly resident to senior services on 10/06/2021.  

 Reassigned to patrol on 10/07/2021, 10/12/2021, 10/14/2021, 10/15/2021, 10/20/2021, 10/23/2021, 

10/25/2021, and 10/28/2021. 

 Put new St. Luke’s key fobs in front line squads on 10/07/2021.  

 Took bullying report at Roosevelt (21-01052) on 10/07/2021.  

 Provided security for St. Luke’s Walk-a-Thon event on 10/08/2021.  

 Conducted lockdown drill at Roosevelt on 10/08/2021. 

 Assisted with traffic control for St. Vincent funeral on 10/08/2021.  

 Meeting with Dominican Student researching local Elderly Services on 10/08/2021.  

 Facilitated bike registrations at RFFD Open House on 10/09/2021.  

 Drove in Columbus Day Parade on 10/11/2021.  

 Attended meeting with Adult Protective Services on 10/12/2021 and 10/13/2021 regarding open case.  

 Conducted lockdown drill at St. Vincent on 10/14/2021.  

 PYD phone meeting on 10/14/2021.  

 YNC meeting on 10/14/2021.  

 Completed 2 supplemental reports for APS case (21-00022) on 10/14/2021.  

 Attended threat assessment training on 10/15/201. 

 Completed 2 lockdown drill reports on 10/15/2021.  

 Attended pre-lockdown meeting with Mosaic Montessori on 10/18/2021.  

 Attended Youth Services meeting with FACE-IT program coordinator on 10/18/2021. 

 Assisted Patrol/Concordia University in handling Bomb Threat on 10/19/2021.  

 Attended ICAC meeting on 10/20/2021.  

 Meeting with RFCC director on 10/20/2021.  

 M team meeting on 10/21/2021. 

 CPD Service Coordinator Meeting on 10/21/2021.  
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 Coordinated ride-alongs for RFPD applicants throughout the month.  

 Follow up on school fight with report (21-01111) on 10/25/2021.  

 D90 Behavioral Threat Assessment team meeting on 10/26/2021. 

 Lockdown drill at St. Luke’s and report completed on 10/26/2021.  

 Lockdown drill at Concordia Early Education Center and report completed on 10/27/2021.  

 Led Restorative Justice Meeting with St. Luke’s families regarding Bullying/Fighting (21-01111 – 

supplemental report completed) on 10/27/2021. 

 Planned, promoted and hosted Quarterly Community Safety Meeting on 10/27/2021.  

 Lockdown drill at Grace Lutheran and report completed on 10/28/2021.  

 Supplemental report for domestic violence case (21-01129) on 10/28/2021.  

 Supplemental report for retail theft (21-011496) on 10/28/2021.  

 

UPCOMING School and Community Support Activities for November 2021 

 

Ofc. Ransom will: 

 

 Continue to assist patrol with reassignments.  

 Continue teaching I-Search and Too Good For Drugs.  

 Attend PYD meeting on 11/10/2021. 

 Lockdown Drill at Trinity HS on 11/12/2021.  

 Active Shooter Webinar on 11/16/2021.  

 CCRT meeting on 10/18/2021.  

 Behavioral Threat Assessment team meeting on 11/30/2021.  

 

Sgt. Grill will: 

 

 Assist with Adjudication hearings and manage caseload. 

 Manage movie and commercial film details, permits, and requests. 

 Assist with Information Technology projects. 

 Address subpoenas, FOIA requests and other records requests for various sources of police video used 

in police response and criminal investigations. 

 Manage various grant activities. 

 Assist with Vehicle Maintenance and Equipment. 

 Support Crime Prevention Officer Ransom in his duties. 

 Continue to support and train CSO Bus. 

 

CSO Bus will: 

 

 Monitor parking issues near the various schools. 

 Enforce any/all new regulated parking zones. 

 Monitor crossing guard performance and presence. 

 Monitor school crossing guards. 
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 Monitor parking issues near the River Forest Community Center. 

 Monitor and enforce parking regulations in Daily Fee, Time Zone, Resident Only Zones, and 

Handicapped Parking Only Areas etc. 

 Assist with Court records communications. 

 Assist with Animal Control. 

 Administer traffic control services during Fire and Police related events. 

 Continue to utilize the Automated License Plate Reader to increase efficiency and effectiveness of 

parking enforcement efforts in an effort to gain better community compliance. 

 

Active Solicitor Permits 

Individual or Organization Description Expires 

Sunrun  Home Services  14-July-22 

Vista Chicago Home Services   08-Jan-22 

Joshua’s Pest Control Home Services   28-Jun-22 

Ecoshield Pest Control Home Services  25-Jun-22 

 

Budget and Fiscal Monitoring  

 

October 01 – October 31, 2021 

October is the sixth month of Fiscal Year 2022. Due to COVD-19 executive orders and restrictions, 

extending into the 2nd and 3rd quarters of FY 2022 some revenues may continue to weaken throughout 

FY 2022. Overtime costs are slightly up for FY 2022. Parking Citation revenue, Administrative Tows, and Local 

Ordinance Revenues are slightly below expectations at this time due to Covid related restrictions still in effect. We 

will continue to monitor and report any notable patterns or anomalies that occur during FY 2022.    

 

Revenue/Expenditure Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Directed Patrols and Traffic Enforcement 

 

The Midnight Shift focused enforcement efforts based on mapping and data of accidents, specifically along 

Category  Total # 

Paid FY22 

10/21 

Total # Paid 

FY22 

Y-T-D 

Expenditure/ 

Revenue FY22 

10/21 

FY22 Y-T-D 

Expenditure/Revenue 

Parking/Compliance 

Citations 

323 1322 $10,494 $69,303 

Admin. Tows 14 97 $7,000 $48,500 

Local Ordinance  19 60 $60  $772 

Overtime 338 hrs.     1896 hrs. $22,516 $121,421  
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Harlem Avenue. The Dayshift and Afternoon Shifts were assigned traffic enforcement missions in the areas of 

the 300 and 1100 block of Thatcher, Lemoyne and Harlem, 800-900 blocks of Bonnie Brae and Chicago Avenue, 

700-1000 blocks of Harlem Avenue, and Lathrop and Madison based on citizen driven concerns. The Dayshift 

also completed enforcement in the school zones and assisted with school crossing-guard coverage. 

 

The Midnight Shift made forty-seven (47) stops and issued forty-five (45) citations and made three (3) traffic 

arrests, including two (2) felony cases. Three (3) vehicles were administratively towed. The shift reported only 

two (2) accidents on the roadway during the month of October. One driver was cited in one accident and the 

other driver will be charged with a felony at a later date.  

 

The Dayshift made fifty-three (53) stops with twenty-eight (28) citations and twenty-eight (28) warnings 

issued. The shift recorded three (3) traffic-related arrests during the month. 

 

The Afternoon shift made eighty-four (84) stops with seventy-three (73) citations and forty-five (45) warnings 

issued. The shift recorded fifteen (15) traffic-related arrests and ten (10) administrative tows. 

 

Significant    Incidents and Notable Arrests: 
 

21-01041  Assist Other PD 

On October 3, 2021 around 5:09AM, there was an Aggravated Vehicular Hijacking in Oak Park where the 

victim had his vehicle taken at gunpoint. A River Forest officer on general patrol near Lake Street and Harlem 

Avenue observed the vehicle driving in Forest Park and attempted to stop it. The vehicle crashed and the 

offender, a juvenile Chicago resident, fled the vehicle while holding a loaded firearm. The River Forest officer 

assisted with apprehending the offender, who was turned over to the custody of the Oak Park Police 

Department. 

 

21-01046  Retail Theft 

On October 4, 2021 at 5:08PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to DSW, 7321 Lake Street, for a Retail 

Theft.  The offender, 31-year-old male from Chicago, was identified and arrested for stealing $816.85 in 

merchandise. The subject was processed and released with a misdemeanor court date. 

 

21-01055  Soliciting in the Roadway 

On October 7, 2021 at 6:56PM, River Forest officers located a subject soliciting in the roadway at Lake Street 

and Harlem Avenue. The subject, a 42-year-old male from Chicago, was previously warned on August 26, 2021 

for soliciting in the same roadway. The subject was arrested and released on bond with a misdemeanor court 

date.  

 

21-01056  Driving Under the Influence  

On October 8, 2021 around 12:37AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near North Avenue and Harlem 

Avenue observed a vehicle driving erratically. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 27-year-old male 

from Cicero, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests and 

was arrested for DUI. The driver was processed and later released on bond. The vehicle was towed with an 
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administrative hold. 

 

21-01063  Unlawful Use of a Weapon 

On October 9, 2021 at 5:43PM, River Forest officers conducted a traffic stop at Chicago Ave/Jackson Ave for 

speeding. The driver, 24 year old from Chicago, was arrested for No Valid Driver’s License. The passenger, 22-

year-old female from Chicago, was arrested for possessing a loaded 9MM Taurus Handgun. The subjects were 

processed and released with misdemeanor court dates. 

 

21-01068  Warrant Arrest 

On October 11, 2021 at 8:41PM, a River Forest officer was waved down by a Walgreens employee, and advised 

a subject just committed a Retail Theft at 7251 Lake St. The offender, a 37-year-old male from Chicago, was 

located and determined to have an Illinois Department of Corrections Parole Violation warrant. Walgreens did 

not sign complaints for Retail Theft and subject was turned over to IDOC. 

 

21-01076/1077  Retail Theft 

On October 13, 2021 at 4:37PM, River Forest officers were dispatched to CVS, 7929 North Avenue, for the Retail 

Theft in progress. Two offenders, a 36-year-old male from Marengo and a 30 year old female from Glendale 

Heights, stole merchandise totaling $862.78. The female was immediately located and positively identified. The 

offender was charged with a misdemeanor and released on bond with a misdemeanor court date. 

 

The male was later captured committing another Retail Theft, total value of $1079.36, at Walgreens, 7251 W. 

Lake Street. The offender was positively identified as committing both retail thefts. The offender was charged 

with misdemeanor retail theft for the first incident, felony retail theft for the second incident, Obstructing 

Identification, Resisting a Peace Officer, and Violation of Parole. 

 

21-01085  Driving While License Revoked 

On October 16, 2021 around 2:08AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Harlem Avenue and 

Greenfield observed a vehicle stopped in the traffic lanes obstructing the flow of traffic. The vehicle was 

stopped and the driver, a 39-year-old male from Chicago, was found to have a revoked driver’s license, with a 

revocation for a prior DUI offense and a suspension for mandatory insurance violations. The driver was 

arrested for Felony Driving While License Revoked, and later transported to a bond hearing at the Maybrook 

Courthouse. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold. 

 

21-01086  Driving Under the Influence  

On October 16, 2021 around 3:00AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near North Avenue and Park 

observed a vehicle traveling 44mph on North Avenue where the speed limit is 30mph.  The vehicle was 

stopped and the driver, a 22-year-old male from Chicago, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, 

failed Standardized Field Sobriety Tests and was arrested for DUI.  The driver was processed and later 

released on bond. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold. 

 

21-01092  Driving While License Revoked 

On October 17, 2021 at 8:12AM, River Forest officer observed a traffic violation in the area of 7500 Madison 
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Street. It was determined that the driver of the vehicle, a 46-year-old male from Chicago, had a revoked 

driver’s license. The driver was arrested and later released on bond.  The vehicle was towed with an 

administrative hold. 

 

21-01095  Burglary  

On October 18, 2021 around 5:45AM, River Forest officers were called to the 100 block of Franklin regarding a 

suspicious person possibly burglarizing vehicles. Officers checked the area and located a 25-year-old male 

from Lansing, several blocks away exiting from a residential property. When questioned, the male admitted he 

did not live on the property. Officers found several burglarized vehicles nearby, and the male had property 

items on his person that had been removed from the vehicles. The male was arrested for and charged with 

Burglary and later transported to a bond hearing at the Maybrook Courthouse. 

 

21-01110  Warrant Arrest 

On October 22, 2021 around 3:45AM, a River Forest officer was patrolling the area near Washington Boulevard 

and Park due to recent burglary and theft activity in the area. The officer observed a vehicle driving on Park 

without headlights. The vehicle was stopped and the driver, a 51-year-old male from Plainfield, was found to 

be wanted by McLean County on a warrant for a drug-related charge. The male is also a known burglar with 

prior arrests for Burglary in River Forest. The male was arrested for the warrant and held for pickup by 

McLean County. 

 

21-01115  Driving Under the Influence  

On October 24, 2021 around 3:10AM, a River Forest officer on general patrol near Madison Street and Keystone 

observed a vehicle traveling W/B in the E/B lanes of Madison with a flat tire. The vehicle was stopped and the 

driver, a 26-year-old male from Bellwood, exhibited numerous signs of alcohol impairment, failed 

Standardized Field Sobriety Tests and was arrested for DUI. The driver provided a breath sample of 0.164 

BrAC, was processed and later released on bond. The vehicle was towed with an administrative hold. 

 

21-01127  No Valid Driver’s License 

On October 26, 2021, at 11:11AM, a River Forest Officer observed a vehicle commit a traffic offense near the 

7900 block of Madison Street. The driver, a 32-year-old female from Maywood, was arrested for operating a 

motor vehicle without having a valid driver’s license. The driver was issued several citations and later released 

on bond.  

 

21-01149  Retail Theft 

On October 28, 2021 at 4:25PM, River Forest units were dispatched to Walgreen’s, 7251 Lake Street for the 

Retail Theft that just occurred. The subject, a 40-year-old male from Maywood, was identified and arrested for 

stealing $138.46 in merchandise. The subject was processed and released with a misdemeanor court date. 

 

21-01151  Theft 

On October 29, 2021 at 10:13AM, River Forest officers were dispatched to a Theft that occurred at River Forest 

Cleaners, 7777 W. Lake Street. The offender, a 57-year-old male from Chicago, was located and was in 

possession of a coat that he stole from the business. The offender was arrested, processes, and released on 
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bond. 

 

The following chart summarizes and compares the measured activity for all three Patrol Watches during the 

month of October 2021:  

 

 Midnights 

2230-0630  

Day Watch 

0630-1430 

Third Watch 

1430-2230 

Criminal Arrests 3 2 7 

Warrant Arrests 3 2 3 

D.U.I Arrests 3 0 0 

Misdemeanor Traffic Arrests 2 6 16 

Hazardous Moving Violations 75 74 78 

Compliance Citations 19 10 20 

Parking Citations 294 34 9 

Traffic Stop Data Sheets 115 87 119 

Quasi-Criminal Arrests/ L.O 2 4 10 

Field Interviews 6 10 10 

Premise Checks/Foot Patrols 539 247 196 

Written Reports 33 32 73 

Administrative Tows 5 6 10 

Booted vehicles 0 0 0 

Sick Time used (in days) 2 0 2 

 

Detective Division 

 
 

Detective Sergeant Labriola worked eleven (12) days performing detective duties. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola was reassigned to patrol for four (4) afternoon shifts, and four (4) day shifts. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola provided traffic control for the Tour de Proviso bicycle event that ended in Keystone 

Park. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola was activated as a West Suburban Major Crimes Task Force supervisor for an 

Attempted Murder in Bellwood. 

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola completed certificates of purchase for O’Hare Towing.  

 

Detective Sergeant Labriola completed the donation of forty-three (43) bicycles to Working Bikes, a non-profit 

organization who refurbishes the bicycles and provides them to underprivileged areas worldwide.  An audit of 

the currency in custody has also been completed, certified letters have been sent to its owners, and asset forfeiture 

proceeding paperwork was completed. 
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During the month of October, the Detective Unit completed numerous online mandated further educational 

courses. 

 

During the month of October, the Detective Unit opened up/reviewed nine (9) cases for potential follow-up. Of 

those cases, seven (7) are still active, one (1) was cleared by an arrest, and one (1) was unfounded.  The Unit also 

continued to investigate open cases from previous months, as well as assisted the Patrol Division in cases 

reported in the month of October.   

 

Year-to-Date Arrest Statistics 
 

Quantity Arrested # Felony  

Charges 

# Misdemeanor 

Charges 

# Warrants 

 13  6 10 1 

 

October 2021 Case Assignment Summary 

 
Part I # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except Pend Refer Unfound 

Sexual Abuse 2      1  1 

Armed Robbery 1      1   

Residential Burglary 1      1   

Domestic Battery 1 1        

Part I Total 5 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 

Part II # Cases Cleared by 

Arrest 

Adm 

Closed 

Screen 

Out 

Susp Except 

Clear 

Pend Refer Unfound 

Retail Theft 1     1 1   

Obstructing a Peace Ofc. 1      1   

Fleeing and Eluding 1      1   

Leaving the Scene of Accident 1      1   

Part II Total 4 0 0 0 0 0 4  0 

TOTALS 9 1 0 0 0 0 7 0 1 

 

October 2021 Juvenile Arrests 
 

 

 

New Investigations 

 
21-01014 Domestic Battery 

On September 27, 2021 at 9:35PM River Forest Officers responded to the 7200 block of LeMoyne in reference to 

a Domestic Battery report.  The victim related that his estranged 21-year-old girlfriend from Matteson showed 

Offenses Adjusted Cited Petitioned Referred 

No Juvenile Arrests     

Total (0) 0 0 0 0 
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up unannounced at his residence.  She caused a disturbance and bit the victim.  She also brandished a knife and 

the victim was cut while disarming the female.  Investigators spoke with the offender and she was taken into 

custody on October 2, 2021.  This case was cleared by an arrest. 

 

21-01034 Fleeing and Eluding 

On October 1, 2021, a River Forest Officer stopped a vehicle for speeding in the 7700 block of Madison.  As the 

officer approached the stopped vehicle, the vehicle fled from the officer, and was not pursued.  Investigators 

searched for the vehicle on multiple occasions, and will continue to look to have the vehicle towed. 

 

21-01043 Criminal Sexual Abuse 

On October 4, 2021 at approximately 0000Hrs. a River Forest Officer was notified that a female Dominican 

University at MacNeal Hospital reported that she was the victim of a Sexual Abuse, which occurred on October 

1, 2021 at Dominican University.  Investigators spoke with the victim, as well as multiple witnesses, one who 

provided a cell phone video of the time when the Sexual Abuse occurred.  It was later determined that a Sexual 

Abuse did not occur and this case is unfounded.  

 

21-01045 Hit & Run 

On October 4, 2021 at 4:20PM a River Forest Officer received a report of a hit and run that occurred in the 7200 

block of Division.  The offending vehicle backed into the complainant’s vehicle, and fled once they agreed to 

exchange information.  Investigators will be seeking the vehicle, and attempting to identify the driver.  This case 

is still pending.  

 

21-01060 Armed Robbery 

On October 9, 2021 at approximately 4:25AM, River Forest Officers responded to the 7/11 located at 1140 Harlem 

in reference to an Armed Robbery.  The clerk reported that three (3) male subjects entered the store and two (2) 

subjects produced firearms while demanding the clerk open the safe and give them tobacco products.  The clerk 

complied, and the subjects left the store in a grey or silver colored sedan without license plates.  Investigators 

sent a Critical Reach to all law enforcement agencies seeking assistance in identifying the offenders without any 

results at this time.  This case is still pending. 

 

21-01074 Criminal Sexual Abuse 

On October 13, 2021, the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services sent a fax to the River Forest Police 

Department stating that on October 12, 2021 they received an anonymous report that two juveniles in the 600 

block of William were inappropriately touched by their adoptive father.  DCFS never notified RFPD when they 

went to the home where the alleged incident took place and have not been responsive to officers or the Proviso 

Children’s Advocacy Center.  A forensic interview with the children is scheduled for November 11, 2021 in 

accordance with DCFS and the Cook County State’s Attorney’s policies.  This case is still pending. 

 

21-01090 Residential Burglary 

On October 16, 2021 at 9:48PM, River Forest Officers responded to the 1300 block of Thatcher in reference to a 

Residential Burglary.  The complainant related that he is a relative of the homeowner and the alarm had been 

activated.  The resident was out of town but the residence’s bedrooms had been rummaged through, and a ring 
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from the residence was located on the driveway near a walkie-talkie.  The physical evidence will be taken to the 

Illinois State Police Forensic Science Center in Chicago for analysis, and this case is still pending. 

 

21-01101 Obstructing a Peace Officer 

On October 20, 2021 at 9:34PM, a River Forest Officer was in the 1500 block of Harlem alley when he observed 

two subjects trying to enter the building through a window.  The officer also observed a vehicle trying to leave 

the area and the vehicle was associated with the two subjects trying to enter the building.  The officer ordered 

the driver to stop his car, and the driver told him that his license was suspended, and he was not going to stop. 

Investigators will be seeking the driver and vehicle.  Tis case is pending.   

 

21-01104 Retail Theft 

On October 21, 2021 at 9:40PM a River Forest Officer was dispatched to Walgreens located at 7251 Lake St. in 

reference to a Retail Theft.  It was determined that two (2) male subjects entered the store and proceeded behind 

the cash register where they loaded two (2) garbage bags filled with tobacco products and left the store.  The 

subjects have committed similar retail thefts in the past, and were known to investigators.  The subjects were 

identified by the store employees in photo lineups.  Investigators are seeking the subjects. 

 

Old Cases  

 

21-00952 Theft Over $500 

On October 14, 2021, investigators placed the offender, a 26-year-old male from Forest Park into custody.  He 

provided a full video/audio taped confession.  The Cook County State’s Attorney felony review unit declined to 

file felony charges and he was charged with a misdemeanor.  The offender was released on an I-Bond. 

 

Training 
 

During the month of October 2021, twenty (20) officers/civilian employees attended different training classes 

for a total of one-hundred and fifteen and a half (115.5) hours of training. The Department members, courses, 

and total number of hours included in the course are detailed below. 

 

Officer Course Title Start Date End Date Hours 

Balaguer PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Balaguer PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Balaguer Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Bradley PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Bradley PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Casey PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Cassidy PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Cassidy Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Catalano Less than Full Access LEADS training 10/9/2021 10/9/2021 1 

Cortes PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Cortes PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 
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Czernik PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Drake PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Drake PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Fries ICS-300 10/4/2021 10/6/2021 27 

Fries PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Greenwood PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Greenwood PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Greenwood Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Greenwood FRA Railroad Prevention Summits-2021 10/27/2021 10/27/2021 3.5 

Grill PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Humphreys PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Humphreys PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Humphreys Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Labriola PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Labriola PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Labriola Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Landini PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Niemann PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Niemann PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Niemann Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

O'Shea Psychology of Domestic Violence 10/25/2021 10/25/2021 8 

O'Shea Illinois Human Rights Act 10/25/2021 10/25/2021 1 

O'Shea Officer Stress Management 10/25/2021 10/25/2021 1 

Ransom PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Ransom PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Sousanes PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Sousanes PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Sousanes Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator 10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Swierczynski Less than Full Access LEADS training 10/9/2021 10/9/2021 1 

Swierczynski PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Swierczynski Recognizing Pre-Incident Indicator  10/11/2021 11/10/2021 0.5 

Tagle 40 Hour Field Training Officer-Sokolove 9/27/2021 10/1/2021 40 

Tagle PLI October 2021 Monthly Legal Update 10/1/2021 11/30/2021 1 

Tagle PLI September 2021 Monthly Legal Update 9/1/2021 10/31/2021 1 

Total Hours    115.5 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                   MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Date:    November 1, 2021 
 
To:    Lisa Scheiner, Acting Village Administrator 
 
From:      Rosey McAdams, Director of Finance 
 
Subject:    Expenditures – October 2021 
 

 
Attached for your review and approval is a list of payments made to vendors by account number for the 
period  from October  1‐31,  2021.    The  total  payments made  for  the  period,  including  payrolls,  are  as 
follows: 

 
     
 
 
Requested Board Actions:   

1. Motion  to  Approve  the  October  2021  Accounts  Payable  and  Payroll  transactions  totaling 
$2,288,556.37. 

2. Motion to Approve the October 2021 payment to McDonald’s‐Karavites totaling $130.67. 
 
 

EXPENDITURES
MONTH ENDED OCTOBER 31, 2021

FUND FUND # VENDORS PAYROLLS TOTAL

General Fund 01 862,397.89$       573,596.85$   1,435,994.74$    
Water & Sewer Fund 02 416,027.91         45,360.19       461,388.10         
Motor Fuel Tax 03 -                       -                   -                       
Debt Service 05 -                       -                   -                       
Capital Equip Replacement 13 -                       -                   -                       
Capital Improvement Fund 14 388,689.88         -                   388,689.88         
TIF-Madison 31 156.22                 -                   156.22                 
TIF-North 32 570.50                 -                   570.50                 
Infrastructure Imp Fund 35 1,887.60              -                   1,887.60              

  Total Village Expenditures 1,669,730.00$    618,957.04$   2,288,687.04$    

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST











































































 

 
 

Date: November 8, 2021 

 

To: Catherine Adduci, Village President 

Village Board of Trustees 

 

From:    Lisa Scheiner, Acting Village Administrator 

Subj: Village Administrator’s Report 

 

Upcoming Meetings (all meetings are at Village Hall unless otherwise noted) 

Tuesday, November 9 7:00 PM  Sustainability Commission Meeting  

Wednesday, November 10 5:00 PM Special Economic Development Commission Meeting 

Wednesday, November 10 

Wednesday, November 10 

6:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Age Friendly Advisory Ad Hoc Committee 

Special Historic Preservation Commission Meeting –  Proposed        

Ordinance Change   

Thursday, November 11 7:30 PM Zoning Board of Appeals  Meeting  

Friday, November 12 7:30 AM Economic Development Commission Meeting - CANCELLED 

Monday, November 15 7:00 PM Committee of the Whole Meeting 

 Tuesday, November 16 

Tuesday, November 16 

7:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

Plan Commission Meeting - CANCELLED 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Advisory Group   

 Wednesday, November 17 7:30 PM Traffic and Safety Commission  

 Thursday, November 18 7:30 PM Development Review Board Meeting  

Recent Payments of >$10,000 

In accordance with the purchasing policy, the following is a summary of payments between $10,000 and $20,000 that 

have occurred since the last Board meeting: 

 

Vendor Amount Description 

Andy Frain Services Inc $11,650.48  Crossing Guard Services September   

ClientFirst Consulting Group  $10,027.50 IT Support for Village Hall 

MOE Funds $11,380.82  PW  Employee Health Insurance  
 

 

   New Business Licenses:  

 None 

 

 

Thank you. 

MEMORANDUM 



                  MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE: November 8, 2021 
 
TO:  Catherine M. Adduci, Village President 
  Village Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Lisa Scheiner, Acting Village Administrator 

Rosey McAdams, Finance Director 
  
SUBJECT:  Estimate of the 2021 Property Tax Levy 
 
 
The Illinois Property Tax Code, Truth in Taxation Law (35 ILCS 200/18-55 et seq.) requires that 
the Village Board determine an estimate of the Village’s aggregate (corporate) tax levy for the 2021 
property tax year not less than 20 days before the adoption of the property tax levy.   The property 
tax levy contains the Village levy, police & fire pension levy, and our debt service payment.  Also 
included in the total levy is the River Forest Public Library levy.  
 
Staff is requesting acceptance of an estimate of the 2021 corporate (aggregate) property tax levy in 
the amount of $8,489,113.  This represents an increase of 2.18% over the 2020 extended corporate 
tax levy of $8,308,048 from 2020.  
 

 
 
In 2020, the Village Board of Trustees adopted a tax levy that did not include increases associated 
with the Consumer Price Index and new construction projects to alleviate some of the financial 
challenges residents faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  A modest increase is being 
recommended for the 2021 tax levy.   The property tax increase on existing property will be 1.4% 
due to the December 2019 to December 2020 increase in the Consumer Price Index as permitted per 
the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law (PTELL).  The balance of the increase, or 0.78%, is due 
to property taxes on the estimated amount of new construction for 2021 ($4,000,000). This is a very 

Approved 
2020 Levy

Extended 
2020 Levy

Proposed 
2021 Levy

Increase 
(Decrease)

% Inc 
(Dec)

Village Levy 3,252,216$  3,321,516$ 3,423,145$ 101,629$    3.06%

Police Pension Levy 1,830,611$  1,869,616$ 1,934,942$ 65,326$      3.49%

Fire Pension Levy 1,662,693$  1,698,120$ 1,673,428$ (24,692)$     -1.45%

River Forest Library Levy 1,356,903$  1,389,633$ 1,417,644$ 28,011$      2.02%

Total Village Corporate Levy (Cap 8,102,423$  8,278,885$ 8,449,159$ 170,274$    2.06%

Fire Pension (non-capped) 28,314$       29,163$      39,954$      10,791$      37.00%

  Total Corporate Levy  8,130,737$  8,308,048$ 8,489,113$ 181,065$    2.18%

Debt Service 264,540$     277,772$    264,540$    (13,232)$     -4.76%

  Total Levy 8,395,277$  8,585,820$ 8,753,653$ 167,833$    1.95%
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conservative estimate considering the Sheridan Assisted Living Facility was added to the tax roll for 
2021.  By not including the full value of the new construction dollars,  River Forest property tax 
payers will benefit as a whole.   Although the impact on individual homeowners will vary, the average 
increase in the corporate levy for individual homeowners should be about 1.4%, or the increase in 
the CPI. 
 
The Corporate Levy to be approved is for $8,489,113.  The debt service amount included above is 
the full amount of the 2021 available Debt Service Extension Base.  The Debt Service Extension Base 
is the amount the Village is authorized to levy for principal and interest payments without a 
referendum.  The final levy for the 2020 series General Obligation Bonds that were for public works 
projects including street improvements were included in the 2020 levy.  We plan to issue bonds this 
winter to fund additional public works projects to utilize our full amount of the authorized debt 
service extension base.    The amount of the debt service levy will be included in the 2021 bond 
ordinance approved by the board and will be filed with the county following approval. 
 
A “black border” Notice and Public Hearing on the Property Tax Levy is not required because the 
2021 proposed aggregate (Corporate) property tax levy is not more than 105% of the final aggregate 
levy of the preceding year.  The Property Tax Levy must be filed with Cook County by December 
28, 2021.  
 
A 2021 Estimated Property Tax Levy spreadsheet is attached, which details the levy calculation and 
allocation of the estimated levy.  The amounts included for the Police and Firefighters Pension Funds 
are based on Actuarial Reports prepared by our actuary, Todd Schroeder from Lauterbach & Amen, 
using the Village’s recently approved Pension Funding Policies.  The funding policies use a 7% 
interest rate assumption and provide for the amortization of 90% of the unfunded accrued liability 
by 2040 using level dollar funding (equal payment over 20 years).      
 

Employer Pension Fund Contributions 

Fund FY 2022 
Budget 

Actuarial 
Contribution 
Requirement 

Statutory 
Minimum 

Requirement  

2021 
 Property 
Tax Levy 

Police Pension  $1,874,179 $1,934,942 $1,656,417 $1,934,942 

Fire Pension  $1,764,606 $1,713,382 $1,368,444 $1,713,382 

 
The 2021 Equalized Assessed Value (EAV) has been estimated at $644,383,684 or 0.62% higher than 
the 2020 EAV of $640,383,684.  The estimated amount of new construction for 2021 is $4,000,000 
and has been roughly calculated using building permit information.   
 

 Property Tax Rates 
 2020 Levy 

 
2021 Levy 

(Estimated) 
Increase 

(Decrease) 

Village $1.0806 $1.0976 $0.0170 
Debt Service $0.0434 $0.0431   ($0.0003) 
Library $0.2170         $0.2200 $0.0030 

Total $1.341 $1.3607 $0.0197 



Page 3 of 3 
 

 
 
 
Recommended Action:  Acceptance of the Estimate for the 2021 Corporate (Aggregate) Property 
Tax Levy in the amount of $8,489,113. 



8,396,540     

Estimated 2021 EAV 644,383,684 640,383,684         Estimated 2021 EAV 644,383,684  
Less: 2020 Estimated disconnections & New EAV (4,000,000)  4,000,000            Limiting Rate 1.3112         

Total (B) 640,383,684 644,383,684           PTELL Reduced Levy (cap) 8,449,159      

Limiting Rate (A/B) 1.3112

Category

 Original 
Levy 

Extended 
Levy 

 Proposed 
Levy 

Loss 
%  Loss Amount  Total Levy 

 Est PTELL 
Adjustment Tax Rate

 Tax Rate 
Ceiling 

Corporate 21,285      21,739      26,572          3.0% 797                      27,369         (797)                     0.0041% 0.4375%
Police Pension 1,830,611 1,869,616 1,934,942     3.0% 58,048                 1,992,990    (58,048)                0.3003%
Fire Pension 1,662,693 1,698,120 1,673,428     3.0% 50,203                 1,723,631    (50,203)                0.2597%
IMRF 8,344        8,522        8,598            3.0% 258                      8,856           (258)                     0.0013%
Street & Bridge 14,551      14,862      17,153          3.0% 515                      17,668         (515)                     0.0027% 0.1000%
Fire Protection 1,252,343 1,279,027 1,370,527     3.0% 41,116                 1,411,643    (41,116)                0.2127% 0.6000%
Police Protection 1,936,102 1,977,355 1,975,872     3.0% 59,276                 2,035,148    (59,276)                0.3066% 0.6000%
Social Security 9,890        10,102      10,000          3.0% 300                      10,300         (300)                     0.0016%
Auditing 877           896           877               3.0% 26                        903              (26)                       0.0001%
Forestry 8,074        8,246        12,796          3.0% 384                      13,180         (384)                     0.0020% 0.0500%
Unemployment Insurance 750           767           750               3.0% 23                        773              (23)                       0.0001%

Total 6,745,520 6,889,252 7,031,515     210,945               7,242,460    (210,945)              1.0912%

River Forest Library 1,356,903 1,389,633 1,417,644     3.0% 42,529                 1,460,173    (42,529)                0.2200% 0.6000%

Total Tax Cap 8,102,423 8,278,885 8,449,159     253,475               8,702,634    (253,475)              1.3112%

Non-Tax Cap Category

Debt Svc Extension Base Bonds 264,540    277,772    264,540        5.0% 13,227                 277,767       0.0431%

Fire Pension - PA 93-0689 28,314      29,163      39,954          3.0% 1,199                   41,153         0.0064%
Total 292,854    306,935    304,494        14,426                 318,920       318,920           0.0495%

Grand Total 8,395,277 8,585,820 8,753,653     267,901               9,021,554    (253,475)              1.3607%

 Total Corporate Levy 
(Excluding Debt Svc) 8,130,737 8,308,048 8,489,113     254,674               8,743,787    (253,475)              8,490,312        

Percentage Increase over prior year's extension (Truth in Taxation) 2.18% (Excludes Debt Service)

Percentage Increase over prior year's extended levy (Total Levy) 1.95%

1,417,644         

1,673,428         

Village of River Forest
2021 Estimated Property Tax Levy 

 2020 Aggregate Extension inflated by CPI (A) 

2021 Est. EAV existing property
Add: Est. 2021 New EAV

Estimated 2021 EAV

2020 2021

 Est PTELL 
Levy 

26,572              
1,934,942         

877                  
12,796              

750                  
7,031,515         

8,598               
17,153              

1,370,527         
1,975,872         

10,000              

277,767            

41,153              

8,768,079         

8,449,159         
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