INCORPORATED 1880

VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMISSION
FORESI%

kel Proud Heritage M E ET I N G
Bright Future Wednesday, January 18, 2017 — 7:30 PM
Village Hall - Community Room, 400 Park Ave., River Forest, IL

AGENDA

1. Call to Order/Roll Call

2. Adoption of Meeting Minutes from the 6/22/16, 7/20/16, and 9/21/16 Traffic and Safety
Commission Meetings.

3. Public Comment

4. Request by Nancy Fasano of 1009 Jackson Avenue that consideration be given to creating
a “Resident Only” parking zone on the 1000 block of Jackson Avenue between the hours
of 8:00am and 4:00pm (Monday through Friday, not including holidays).

5. Adjournment



INCORPORATED 1880

RIVE% VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
FORES

TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMISSION

bl Proud Heritage MEETING MINUTES
Bright F,,t,,,f Wednesday, June 22, 2016 — 7:30 PM

A special meeting of the River Forest Traffic and Safety Commission was held on Wednesday,
June 22, 2015 at 7:30 P.M. The meeting was conducted in the Community Room at the River
Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Ave. River Forest.

Roll Call and Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM. Present at this meeting were Chairman Hagensick,
Commissioner Valenti, Commissioner Rees, Commissioner Osga, Commissioner Jayaraman, and
Commissioner Wade.

Old Business
Chairman Hagensick asked for a motion to approve the:iminutes from the January 20, 2016
meeting. Commissioner Osga seconded the motion. AAll commissioners present voted to approve

the minutes.

New Business — Roosevelt Middle School Sub=Area Traffic.Planning Study Update

The Village’s Traffic consultant, Gewalt Hamilton Associates provided an update regarding
information found while conducting the updated study in 2016.

New Business — Extend the temporary parking time to 60 minutes on Lathrop Avenue.
Request for entire drop off zone at. Roosevelt Middle School be shifted 30 feet South. In
addition change of confusing signage South of Oak Street and Jackson Avenue.

Bill Grieve of Gewalt Hamilton Associates, thinks that based on input from the library and their
observations, extending the parking time to a 60-minute limit should be considered on Lathrop
Avenue. As many library patrons need more than a 30-minute limit.

Mr. Grieve also found peopleare crossing and moving the cones that block Oak Street between
Jackson Avenue and Lathrop Avenue. Thinks it would be a good idea to get a taller cone or
barricade which would be more difficult to move and cross.

Anthony Cozzi, director of Finance and Facilities for River Forest School District 90 states the
administration wrote a letter to Village Administrator Eric Palm back on May 10, 2016. They
noticed the on-street parking spaces for the library and school staff, at the south end of the 600
block of Jackson Avenue, go almost unused. While the spots at the north end of the 700 block of
Jackson Avenue are on high demand. They request the entire drop off zone be shifted 30 feet to
the south. In addition there is some confusing signage at the south end near Oak Street and
Jackson Avenue. Other than that they appreciate the changes that were made since they have
been extremely successful.



Sue Quinn from the River Forest library seconds Anthony Cozzi’s recommendations. Points out
the library has different hours than the school. Employees starting at noon end up parking on the
600 block of Jackson Avenue. When they get out at 9:15 p.m. these young female employees
need to walk alone at night to their cars. Mrs. Quinn thinks a few more parking spaces on the 700
block would make sense.

Commissioner Osga believes extending the drop off zone at Jackson is a safety concern. Cannot
grasp how far south it can be extended, as the zone already goes to Oak Street.

Mr. Cozzi states he is proposing shifting the entire zone south - shifting the parking for
employees from the far north end of the 600 block to the far north end of the 700 block.

Commissioner Gillis clarifies they are trying to make it safer for the kids, but they are asking to
shorten the safety area where the parents pick up their children. There is two thirds available for
parking on Jackson Avenue, and two thirds reserved for employee parking. If they make it
longer, that will shorten the pickup and drop off zone for the students.

Commissioner Valenti adds doing that would require moving the drop off zone further away
from the school doors, which he has a problem with.

Commissioner Osga adds we have a safety issue vs a convenience issue. It was mentioned that
the late night library employees are walking at the most one full blockto their cars. Doubts they
carry large bundles of books or periodicals. From his perspective extending the safety zone to the
fire hydrant makes sense. We have permitted parkingon the South that goes unused, we have
done our job in creating enough space. We do not have the luxury of creating parking right next
to the door of where people work. Does not see the unreasoenableness in an employee walking
half a block vs the safety of shortening the drop.off zone for that point alone.

Commissioner Rees states that he has little sympathy, when the numbers show there are unused
staff parking spaces South of Jackson Avenue. Thereare spots also on Oak Street right next to
the school. Seems that the school needs.to tell teachers to use those spaces. If they arrive late and
need to park an extra half a block; they need to walk an extra half a block.

Commissioner Gillis explains.that they try to set this up for the safety of the kids. Asking to
make the safety area shorter, makes no‘sense what so ever.

Commissioner Osga thinks it’s a premature decision because we have yet to open up the new
East and North lot at.the school that are under construction. Rather than making a decision they
might not need to make anyway, we should wait and see after construction is terminated. Their
concern here is traffic and safety not convenience.

Commissioner Rees states.one©of the issues raised by the school is confusing signage. He can see
how a revision can be made to make it clearer.

Mr. Cozzi explains one has 7:30 a.m. and the other has 8 a.m., not sure what happens between
7:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.

Commissioner Valenti sees how it might be puzzling due to the signs having different times, the
Do Not Enter sign having a different time and the cones going up at a different time. It might
make sense to have the cones up when the street is supposed to be closed, to have more
consistency.

Commissioner Valenti makes a motion to switch the 30-minute parking in front of the library on
Lathrop Avenue to 60-minute parking. Motion seconded by Commissioner Osga. The vote was
unanimous in favor of approving the request. The motion to approve the request passed.



Commissioner Valenti makes a motion to extend the drop off zone on the 700 block of Jackson
Ave past the fire hydrant. Resulting in lengthening the drop off zone. Commissioner Gillis
seconds the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor of approving the request.

The motion to approve the request passed.

Commissioner Valenti makes a motion to change the Do Not Enter signs on Oak Avenue and
Jackson Avenue to 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Commissioner Rees seconds the motion. The vote was
unanimous in favor of approving the request. The motion to approve the request passed.

Commissioner Rees makes a motion to install barricades at Oak Street to help protect that area.
Commissioner Gillis seconds the motion. The vote was unanimous in favor of approving the
request. The motion to approve the request passed.

Commissioner Gillis points out some observations from Gewalt Hamilton’s study. One south
bound car actually honked as children crossed the street. Finds this appalling, there are many
inpatient drivers. Drivers are on their cell phones. Ice cream truck is‘going through the
barricades. A kid on his bike almost got hit by a car. Stop signs are being ignored, drivers and
pedestrians are not paying attention. Recommendation from the observer is to have more law
enforcement handing out tickets. Thinks this is something to talk to Police Chief Greg Weiss
about, to start enforcing this.

Commissioner Gillis addresses Jeff Loster, Village Engineer with a concern he has about the
park on Chicago Avenue and Jackson Avenue. Wonders ifwe can get a more permanent Stop for
pedestrians at the cross walk. Point out thereds.a.lot of traffic.along Chicago Avenue.

Jeff Loster replies it is something we can do just asks they request a motion to install more
permanent cross walks.

Commissioner Gillis made the motion to look at'a permanent cross walk solution for the North
East corner of Chicago Avenue and Jackson Avenue. Commissioner Osga seconded the motion.
The vote was unanimous in favor of approving the request. The motion to approve the request
passed.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 P.M. All commissioners voted
in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted:

Signature Line

Jeff Loster, Secretary
Signature Line

Doug Rees, Chairman
Traffic & Safety Commission



INCORPORATED 1880

RIV'E VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
FORES TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMISSION
SO NE MEETING MINUTES

Bright F,,t,,,.;.g Wednesday, July 20, 2016 — 7:30 PM

A regular meeting of the River Forest Traffic and Safety Commission was held on Wednesday,
July 20, 2016 at 7:30 P.M. The meeting was conducted in the Community Room at the River
Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Ave. River Forest.

Roll Call and Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM. Present
Commissioner Valenti, Commissioner Gillis, Co
and Commissioner Wade.

ing were Chairman Hagensick,
mmissioner Jayaraman,

New Business — Request All-way Stop signs venue and
Augusta Avenue.

in that intersection. It’s an

oing North to South on
erous occasions while
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atfie Does Not Stop” sign does not
e reports from an accident that occurred on
ue, it did not yield because it thought the
ped the median and ended up on the

the pedestrian cross
work in this intersectic
April 15™. The car was g0

4-way in every corner p uld start rolling through the Stop signs.

Mrs. Kieselstein thinks theyghave a mess of signs that is simply confusing. From living in that
corner she can say it’s not only the number of accidents, but the number of near accidents.
Constantly hears tires screeching outside.

Nancy Fasano lives at 1009 Jackson Avenue, two days ago while walking her dog she saw a car
going west slow down to caution for pedestrians at the crosswalk. Right behind this car another
car actually passed it because it was going too slow. The car went right across the pedestrian
crosswalk. This car did not care, maybe if a stop sign was there this might not happen.

Ross Fasano of 1009 Jackson Avenue has been noticing unbelievable traffic down Jackson
Avenue ever since he retired two years ago. Another problem is all the cars parking from



Concordia University. Mr. Fasano explains how neighbors had to move back landscaping to
make sure corners are cleared so everyone can see children, bikes, cars and traffic signs. These
can’t be seen when there is a tunnel of parked cars at the corner of Augusta Avenue at Jackson
Avenue. This adds to the confusion making it hard to see the cars going East and West on
Augusta Avenue.

In regards to the six reported accidents, Commissioner Valenti states although that sounds like a
lot of accidents two per year does not warrant a 4-way stop sign. We received a report from
Gewalt Hamilton Associates, the Village traffic consultants and the conclusion was that the
accident data itself does not warrant putting a 4-way stop sign.

Mr. Fasano claims drivers at Jackson Avenue and Augusta
because of the parked cars.

Commissioner Osga clarifies these cars pass the last p
sign. It’s not the parked cars preventing to see, but
signs back on Jackson Avenue, both on the Nor
Stop sign. Moving the sign back would eleva
Commissioner Valenti recommends either tak
feet back, so it’s not mistaken for a stop sign.
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it from the crosswalk the further we 3

e do not see the stop sign
n have 30 feet to see a stop

We can try to move those
ty of space to see the

arking Only is that nannies,
obody can park there unless they are a

seconded the motion.

The vote was 5 to 0 in favor
passed.

of approving the request. The motion to approve the request

Ms. Kieselstein adds they are getting so many signs, some are not needed anymore. For example
the sign in front of her home that says “Do not Block Driveway”. She thinks it’s unnecessary
since no one has ever blocked her driveway. She believes having so many signs is just adding to
the confusion. Jeff Loster explains that those signs go up per request. If it’s an individual sign by
her driveway that she does not want we can remove it. No need to make a motion for this - just
send staff the request via email.



Commissioner Osga made a motion that the “Cross Traffic Does Not Stop” signage to be
removed and replaced for one that is approximately the same size as the stop sign in white and
red format.

Commissioner Valenti seconded the motion.

Commissioner Osga informs that based on his five years in law school removing a sign that
points out to a pedestrian crosswalk is not something he wants to do. If something were to
happen at that corner, there is liability there. We have four people here, there are a lot more
people living on these block that might not agree with removing this sign. Would rather be
redundant with the striping and leave the sign. The sign is there because people who studied
traffic put it there. Let it do its job, make striping brighter and about it in a year. He is not
voting to take out the sign.

Jeff Loster states that based on today’s motions it is u
to add parking restrictions to these blocks. They ¢
Someone would need to be present to address t
Ms. Kieselstein says thank you for being incr
they had. She believes the changes made will

idents if they feel there is a need

responsive and g Ver every concern
a difference.

Jeff Loster goes over an issue that can
Avenue and Jackson Avenue. A Ma
The board did not disagree with the re
crosswalk means. Asks to recommend
review.

Commissioner Osga ag

ore permanent crosswalk signage.
ot specify what more permanent

ople to cross. That corner

€ street signs mounted in the middle of the
estrians in Crosswalk”.
enforcement. Possibly have a meeting
of these concerns, tried to fix them with
every time it’s asked to have the police look
at a partrcula ent they are very responsive to that. If they feel like

: at. If they are just looking for more enforcement he

 sure we have signs on Chicago Avenue that alert people of
the crosswalk, such as'e osswalk signs, something in pavement in the middle of the
street. Commissioner Os(e ws there will be arguments with stuff in the middle of the street.
When it’s reviewed by the board they might bring up issues that they didn’t think of. It’s a very
important corner where issues need to be addressed.

Commissioner Gillis made a motion to install double sided crossing signage with fixed mounted
base, in addition to advanced crosswalk signs at the crosswalk. Commissioner Valenti seconded
the motion.

The vote was 5 to 0 in favor of approving the request. The motion to approve the request
passed.



A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 P.M. All commissioners voted
in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted:

Signature Line

Jeff Loster, Secretary

Signature Line

Doug Rees, Chairman
Traffic & Safety Commission



INCORPORATED 1880

RIV'E VILLAGE OF RIVER FOREST
FORES TRAFFIC AND SAFETY COMMISSION
SO NE MEETING MINUTES

Bright F,,,,,,.;.g Wednesday, September 21, 2016 — 7:30 PM

A regular meeting of the River Forest Traffic and Safety Commission was held on Wednesday,
September 21, 2016 at 7:30 P.M. The meeting was conducted in the Community Room at the
River Forest Village Hall, 400 Park Ave. River Forest.

Roll Call and Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM. Present
Commissioner Valenti, Commissioner Rees, Com i
Commissioner Wade.

ing were Chairman Hagensick,

Public Comment

Bob Ray lives at 830 Keystone, he w corner of
Lake Street and Keystone Avenue i esses everyday cars flying by on
Lake Street as commuters are trying to king a solution that actually
causes the cars to slow down and stop fG alk. When he looks at other
has talked to the police
tickets for that by the

stone. He asks the Village to

and Lake Street. This i d to be moved over to Forest Avenue. All ideas need to go
through IDOT for approval He feels if the village had crosswalks and signage at every single
crossing, after a while no one is going to pay attention to any of it anymore.

New Business — Request consideration be given to installing a 4-way stop intersection at
Monroe Avenue and lowa Street (there is currently no signage at this intersection).

Cathriona Keane lives at 831 Monroe Avenue shares that on a daily basis she hears screeching of
breaks on the intersection of Monroe Avenue and lowa Street. She has witnessed near misses and
numerous accidents. Last October, while in her backyard, she heard an enormous bang. She
walked to the front and realized there had being a crash. One of the cars hopped the payment and
hit a fire hydrant. The other car ended up on the lawn of the south east corner home. After the



police and ambulance arrived she spoke to Detective Ben Laird who described it as a serious
crash. One of the cars was carrying a mother with her infant child. This is not a wide and open
intersection due to the placement of the north east corner house and the landscaping of the north
west corner home. This junction is virtually blind when approaching from three directions.
Seeing an infant being pulled out of the damaged car had an impact on her. She realized
something needed to be done to lessen the danger at this intersection. Mrs. Keane has arrived at
the scene shortly after three accidents in the past year on this corner. In each of these accidents
one or both cars had jumped the curb ending up on the sidewalk or into the lawns. She thinks of
her son walking to Roosevelt School like many children do, or her younger daughter cycling
around the block. Hates to think what would happen if there was a crash and a car hopped the
pavement. If they would have been near the intersection when of these accidents happened
they would have been seriously hurt. While collecting sign e was amazed at how many
people had close calls or had been involved in accident orner. The problem traveling east
to west on lowa from Harlem to Lathrop is that there i top sign at Bonnie Brae Place.
People stop at Bonnie Brae then think they have thegi

block south from Concordia University and th nbelievable. She
doesn’t believe student are only to blame, but the t of way on
Monroe Avenue.

The students were upsg as. . Keane spoke to Deputy
Chief Jim O’Shea a ; ) | 3 hat corner to slow everyone
down. That was on ' the screech and bang of two cars that had
g nothing at this intersection is

e crash. She could have been out in the parkway at
that time. It’s no )perty getting run over, it’s about the kids and people walking

knows that the consultal
the bushes on the north
see in either direction.

Vas an unobstructed intersection. Does not agree with this since
ner are on two sides of this intersection. This makes it hard to

Edmond Harmon of the 800 block of Clinton Place witnessed the crash on August 17" while
walking home from the River Forest Public Library. Was stunned to see glass everywhere and
the car door completely bent. He and his friends walk by there multiple times a day. If they
happened to be by when the accident occurred they could have been seriously hurt. He supports
the idea of a 4-way stop being placed at Monroe and lowa for the safety of his fellow peers and
students.

Simon Keane has lived in the block since 1975; he is not one to like adding stop signs
everywhere. Believes a lot of it is on the drivers, however this intersection is an exception to that



rule. The drivers need to be forced to slow down, stop and look both ways. He agrees as a long
standing resident that there is a severe safety issue at this intersection.

Sue Blaine of 803 Monroe was driving around River Forest with some out of town friends. They
asked her how she knows when to stop if there is no stop sign? They supposed people would just
assume they can go straight though because there is no stop sign. Mrs. Blaine suspects that
happens with a lot of the drivers in River Forest. She walks around a lot and notices a number of
cars that just blasts through the intersection at lowa and Monroe. Absolutely agrees that some
signage is needed there. A 2-way Stop would suffice on the east west side. Given the number of
accidents and cars she sees blasting, hopes something is put at that intersection.

Commissioner Valenti disagrees with the consultant’s conc
this corner. The consultant recommends a 2-way stop at
can try it to see if that reduces or eliminates the numb
Commissioner Osga explains they look at the cons en to residents, combined

hat there is no sight issue at
ersection, placement on lowa. We

eds and safety. He es with the consultant
in placing a 2-way east west on lowa. Persona ould not advocate a

ractically a whole
neighborhood is aski genda item.
Commissioner Osga Ce i 0 make something better. In this situation if

are going to see a difference with the 2-
ay. Then later running into traffic issues.

up, it’s going to 0
stop is exceeding

2. Loves the residents passion for this 4-way stop, but a 4-way
his is why he is pushing for a 2-way stop rather than a 4-way

north south streets are race s. They are making changes and hopes they are for the better.
Commissioner Valenti adds that having seen a lot of studies over the last fifteen years there are
two issues, the safety of the intersection and speeding. All studies suggest stop signs are not an
effective way to reduce speed. You can see this in EImwood Park who has stop signs in every
corner, now they are adding speed bumps to reduce speed and traffic. Still thinks the 2-way stop
makes the most sense.

Commissioner Gillis made the motion to have a 4-way stop at the intersection of Monroe
Avenue and lowa Street. Commissioner Valenti seconded the motion.

The vote was 4 to 1 in favor of rejecting the motion. The motion was rejected.



Commissioner Gillis made the motion to put a 2-way stop at the intersection of Monroe Avenue
and lowa Street east west per the consultant’s recommendation. Commissioner Valenti seconded
the motion.

The vote was 4 to 1 in favor of approving the motion. The motion was passed.
New Business: Request consideration be given to installing a 4-way stop intersection at

bonnie Brae and LeMoyne Street (it is currently a 2-way stop intersection with north/south
traffic stopping on Bonnie Brae at its intersection with LeMoyne Street)

n of which are at the

ere is a lot of traffic turning on
e to Harlem Avenue. There is
to 30-40 miles per hour.
ears ago when one of
the family who lives on Bonnie Brae and Nor, accident involving

Dana Murray and her family own eight units in River Fores
intersection of Bonnie Brae and LeMoyne Street. Has noti
Harlem Avenue. The worst part is east bound from M
no stop sign, people park on both sides of the stree

Harlem and North has a lot of traffi
respectfully ask to add the east west'StoOp'sig ion. As much as she respects the
people doing the studies, believes theytha i munity members who are ok with

Jennifer Murray of 72 ‘ appened in March
involving the resider put of the alley between Harlem

and it KING i 1 as a car going north bound on Bonnie Brae
at Le : : pare 0 a vehicle and went to step onto the street.
SinceaC east bound on LeMoyne didn’t see them and almost hit
them. The S i INkS time to take this one extra step.

Commissioner O 2 talked about this area before. As cars are heading east on
North Avenue they t is turning yellow and turn on whatever street is to the right.

Commissioner Valenti ol on is that there has been one accident in the last five years. Does
not deny there are a lot of near misses, but if you look at the data you can almost argue that it’s
one of the safest intersections in the Village. He was amazed at seeing the traffic counts. Would
have thought there would be more traffic and more accidents at that intersection. He is not
convinced that the fix they put in a few years back isn’t working. You can put a 4-way stop at
every intersection and there would still be accidents. There are careless drivers everywhere and
we can’t prevent that.

Commissioner Gillis agrees with everything, except that they do have more density due to the
apartment buildings and more traffic due to North and Harlem Avenue.



Commissioner Gillis made the motion to make the intersection of Bonnie Brae Place and
LeMoyne Street a 4-way stop, motion seconded by Commissioner Jayaraman.

The vote was 4 to 1 in favor of approving the motion. The motion was passed.

Chairman Hagensick addresses the Commission to announce that he is submitting his resignation
as Chairman of the Traffic and Safety Committee.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 P.M. All commissioners voted
in favor of the motion. Motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted:

Signature Line

Jeff Loster, Secretary

Signature Line



Jeff Loster

From: Nancy Fasano I

Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2016 6:24 PM
To: Jeff Loster

Subject: Parking on Jackson

Attachments: Jackson Avenue_20161213_0001.pdf

The residents of 1000 block of Jackson request Resident Only Parking M-F 8AM-4PM except Holidays.
Thank you,
Nancy Fasano
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Requested Action(s): OE EK fggg,f;'ggq* pfsm:w@ Onry Sions Ow 1000 Brock OF Jpcrson

Mon DAY - L1 DAy BAM - 4 P
Name Address Date Signature
Kepney ENIENE Tl | G flrpt
CHARDE L 1030 Jarkamn e 117 Jik /ﬁf//’aM
sl 030 Jadksoin A Hfmf Iv \(/ﬁ F&Tv’,/razvg_ Q
P05 RACIAS (145 JpekSon /e W, AL —
f /“ 42 f)/,u{ VO \ vl ¢ 1 }H L1y ’\\ \ g &Uﬂ 50 4
LA DoN—LNNE | 101y Tdcksn Aw i/ A, MﬁM@
ﬁj(/xgﬁwu’? /00/ jp/f«:*sn« Pre H/j 7//0 Z’;Zué Wz :
R ATTA s (019 Shciesers Ave. |nJiq J1e | 5. Pollece
B/fnﬂaﬂ /L 3] ng/{crfl Ftvt’ ”/;f/i(, \)/éi-ddmwﬂ
N AW — (03¢ Tactss o s | tl ‘,'}U-  Noss 4 \F}W‘Q——
S5TEELE /03 JACKY) AL | ufiz [r« {jﬁ———

*please note that by adding your information to the above petition, you are indicating your support of the requested action(s)




DIVISION ST

THOMAS,ST

AV, JO4NOIN

dAAV'NOSHOVE

dAV/dOdH1V1

AUGUSTA ST,




	1
	Minutes_6-22-16 (DRAFT)
	Roll Call and Call to Order

	Minutes_7-20-16 (DRAFT)
	URoll Call and Call to Order

	Minutes_9-21-16 (DRAFT)
	Letter of Request
	Petition
	Exhibit



