
OFFICER BEN RANSOM #153
RIVER FOREST POLICE DEPARTMENT

• CRIME PREVENTION OFFICER

• SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

• ELDERLY SERVICE OFFICER

• BUSINESS LIAISON OFFICER





RIVER FOREST WAS AMONG THE FIRST 5 COMMUNITIES IN ILLINOIS TO RECEIVE
THE DEMENTIA FRIENDLY DESIGNATION. 



WHAT IS DEMENTIA FRIENDLY?

• MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM LED BY CONCORDIA’S GERONTOLOGY PROGRAM DIRECTOR, DR. 
LYDIA MANNING. 

• WHAT IS OUR GOAL: TO ACHIEVE GREATER COMMUNITY AWARENESS AMONG KEY
ORGANIZATIONS (BUSINESSES, BANKS, RETAIL CHAINS HOSPITALS AND FIRST RESPONDERS) TO
MAKE SERVICES MORE ACCESSIBLE TO PEOPLE WITH DEMENTIA IN RIVER FOREST. 

• TRAINING THESE KEY ORGANIZATIONS TO EFFECTIVELY RESPOND TO A PERSON IN CRISES
SUFFERING FROM DEMENTIA.

• MODEL FOR OTHER STATES - SUMMER PRACTICUM





DFRF LOCAL PARTNERS



SILVER SEARCH
• SILVER SEARCH LEGISLATION WAS PASSED IN IL 

IN 2016.
• A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN SEVERAL DIFFERENT

AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATION TO BRING
AWARENESS, EDUCATION, AND RESOURCES TO
HELP RETURN A PERSON WITH ALZHEIMER’S OR
DEMENTIA HOME SAFELY WHEN THEY GET LOST. 

• SILVER SEARCH FOCUSES ON PROVIDING
PROACTIVE TRAINING, AND REACTIVE
TECHNOLOGY TO QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY
LOCATE SOMEONE THAT HAS ALZHEIMER’S OR
DEMENTIA THAT GOES MISSING. 



Coordinated Community 
Response Team (CCRT)

• FUNDED BY THE DEPT. OF JUSTICE –
OFFICE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN.

• PROJECT MANAGER, MAYRA CHACON –
DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY WELLNESS
CENTER

• PROMOTE AWARENESS, EDUCATION AND
TRAUMA-INFORMED RESPONSE TO GENDER-
BASED VIOLENCE, DOMESTIC ABUSE AND
SEXUAL ASSAULT ON CAMPUS. 

• RIVER FOREST POLICE DEPARTMENT, 
DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY DEANS, HUMAN
RESOURCES, WELLNESS CENTER, CAMPUS
SAFETY, PILLARS, SARAH’S INN



DOMINICAN U: STARS RISE

• A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY
TEAM OF FACULTY, LAW
ENFORCEMENT,RA’S, 
LOCAL PROSECUTORS, 
COACHES, SANE NURSES, 
SOCIAL SERVICES

• UPDATE FALL 2020 WHERE ARE WE
NOW?



QUESTIONS?



THANK YOU!
BEN RANSOM

BRANSOM@VRF.US

708.714.3543

mailto:BRANSOM@VRF.US
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