
Application for River Forest Tennis Club – Court Lighting 

1.0 OWNER NAME AND ADDRESS, AND OTHER PARTIES 
 

Property Owner and Applicant  
River Forest Tennis Club 
615 Lathrop Ave. 
River Forest, IL. 60305 

 
Law Firm 
Elrod Friedman LLP 
Peter M. Friedman 
350 North Clark Street 
Second Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
312-528-5200 
www.elrodfriedman.com 

 
Architectural Firm 
Mark Zinni Architects, Ltd. 
Mark Zinni, Owner 
428 Marengo, Unit 1E 
Forest Park, IL 60130 
(708)366-2416 

 
Engineering Firm 
Kenig, Lindgren, O'Hara, Aboona, Inc. 
Michael A. Werthmann, PE, PTOE 
9575 West Higgins Road, Suite 400 
Rosemont, IL.  60018 
(847) 518-9990 office 

 
Lighting Supplier and Photometrics 
Shinetoo Lighting USA, LLC 
David Lord, National Sales Director 
708 Armstrong Dr, Buffalo Grove, IL  60089 
(224) 567-8070 
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2.0 STATEMENT OF OWNER’S APPROVAL OF APPLICATION FILING 
 
The River Forest Tennis Club hereby approves of the filing of this application for the 
lighting project. 
 
 
 

Dan Baker 
_____________________________________ 
Dan Baker, President 
 
 
 

Sandi Graves 
_____________________________________ 
Sandi Graves, Past President 
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3.0 STREET ADDRESS, LEGAL DESCRIPTION, AND SURVEY OF SUBJECT PROPERTY 
 
ADDRESS: 
615 Lathrop Avenue 
River Forest, Illinois 60305 
 
 
SURVEY: 
See Plat of Survey (Exhibit 3.1) 
 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 
As shown on the Plat of Survey: 
 
Block 15 in County Clerk’s Division of Block 15 in Quick’s Subdivision of part of the 
Northeast ¼ of Section 12, Township 39 North, Range 12 east of the Third Principal 
Meridian, in Cook County, Illinois. 
 

Total Land Area:  160,017 sq.ft. (3.673 acres) 
 
Commonly Known As:  615 Lathrop Ave., River Forest, IL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Application for River Forest Tennis Club – Court Lighting 

3.1 SURVEY OF SUBJECT PROPERTY 
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4.0 STATEMENT INDICATING COMPLIANCE TO COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 
The River Forest Tennis Club’s proposed court lighting project is in compliance with the 
Village’s Comprehensive Plan.  We have read through the Comprehensive Plan, and 
have specifically highlighted several areas in which we believe our proposed plan 
directly reflects the goals of the Village.  
 
See the attached Existing Plan and Land-Use Plan excerpts from the Village of River 
Forest Comprehensive Plan.  The plans described the site location as Private Open Space 
and Private Recreation.  The use remains the same. 
 
In addition, the RFTC proposed plan addresses many of the “Core Community 
Principles” and “Community Values” stated in the Comprehensive Plan: 
 
Strengthening our community character, identity, and unique sense of place. By 
maintaining and enhancing our grounds, RFTC remains careful stewards of an 
architecturally significant and unique property in River Forest. We believe that this 
project will enhance the utility of our historic facility and enhance the beauty of both 
the Club and the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
Ensuring we have a safe and healthy community. This project will strive to increase the 
total amount of tennis played. Tennis is a rigorous activity which promotes a very 
healthy lifestyle. Moreover, RFTC will use additional staff and security cameras to 
ensure the safety of the community. 
 
Strengthening our property values and enhancing our quality of life. This project will 
only enhance the value of the tennis club and the surrounding community. Per National 
Recreation and Parks Association, property value by tennis and golf clubs are 15-30% 
higher. Moreover, adding lights to the RFTC tennis courts will decompress court usage at 
the already overcrowded Keystone Park tennis courts, which are the only courts in town 
that have lights. 
 
Ensure the quality, stability, and attractiveness of residential neighborhoods. The RFTC 
plan will serve to increase the quality of the club grounds and elevate the attractiveness 
of the neighborhood. 
 
Protect and enhance the historic and architectural heritage and significance of the 
Village’s built environment. The RFTC remains steadfast in its commitment to protect 
and enhance the history and significance of our site.  We are not altering the exterior of 
our building in this project.  
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“Community facilities and institutions are a defining part of River Forest’s overall 
community character and an important component of the Land Use Plan. The Land Use 
Plan anticipates that these uses will remain largely as they currently exist in the 
Village.”  The RFTC has a deep understanding and respect for the community character 
of River Forest.  We understand our role in maintaining our club grounds as an 
important component of the village plan. 
 
Section 8 of the Comprehensive Plan notes that these existing community facilities and 
institutions, including RFTC “… are significant and contribute immeasurably to the 
Village’s overall character, heritage, architectural diversity, identity and sense of 
place. These architectural and historic assets also strengthen local tourism, bringing 
visitors to our community from across the world.” The RFTC proposed plan embraces 
the significance of the Village’s rich architectural history, and serves to enhance and 
protect it.  
 
 
 
  



Application for River Forest Tennis Club – Court Lighting 

5.0 EXISTING CONTIGUOUS LAND USE PLAN 
 
EXISTING CONTIGUOUS LAND USE: 
The existing contiguous land use surrounding the River Forest Tennis Club is depicted in 
Exhibit 5.1. 
 
NATURAL TOPOGRAPHIC FEATURES: 
The River Forest Tennis Club has only a slight amount of grade change. 
 
ZONING DISTRICTS: 
As shown on the Village’s Zoning Map (Exhibit 5.1), the site is surrounded by R-2 Single-
Family Residential and PRI Park, Recreational & Institutional. 
 
PUBLIC THOROUGHFARES: 
The site is fronted by Oak Avenue on the north, Jackson Avenue on the east, Quick 
Avenue on the south and Lathrop Avenue on the west. 
 
TRANSPORTATION: 
The site is bordered by Oak Avenue on the north, Jackson Avenue on the east, Quick 
Avenue on the south and Lathrop Avenue on the west.  Pace bus routes serve the area, 
one block south, on Lake Street. 
 
UTILITIES: 
Utilities are currently provided on site. 
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5.1 EXISTING CONTIGUOUS LAND USE  
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5.2 ZONING MAP 
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6.0 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT: 
 
See Site Plan (Exhibit 6.1) for proposed court lighting scheme. 
 

- 10 Courts, 30 Foot Pole Height  
o 24 total poles (12 on each bank) 
o 48 total LED fixtures (2 on each pole) 
o Exterior Perimeter Only Poles 
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6.1 PROPOSED COURT LIGHTING  
 
Site Plan 
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6.1 PROPOSED COURT LIGHTING (continued) 
 
Elevation: 12 of the 30’ Poles with 2 Light Fixtures Each 
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7.0 SCHEMATIC DRAWINGS AND PRODUCT INFORMATION 
 
PLANS AND SECTIONS: 
See the Proposed Court Lighting Plan and Sections (Exhibit 6.1) for the proposed light 
pole locations  
 
PHOTOMETRIC PLAN: 
See the Photometric Plan prepared by Shinetoo Lighting USA, LLC for the photometric 
analysis: 

- Existing lighting sources (Exhibit 7.1) 
- Proposed court lighting (Exhibit 7.2) 

 
PRODUCT INFORMATION: 
See the G1-S3 LED Tennis Light product information (Exhibit 7.3). 
 
ELECTRICITY LAYOUT PLAN: 
See the electricity plan (Exhibit 7.4). 
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7.1 PHOTOMETRIC PLAN ANALYSIS OF EXISTING LIGHT SOURCES 
 
The following photometrics study shows how bright the current/exiting lights shine, 
both the light on the existing surrounding buildings, along with existing street lamps. 
 

- The existing lights on Jackson Ave is 8.6 Footcandles 
- The proposed tennis court lights on Jackson Ave will produce 0.078 Footcandles 

 
- The existing light spillage on Jackson Ave is 110 times brighter today 
- The proposed tennis court lights would produce 0.91% as much light as existing 
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7.1 PHOTOMETRIC PLAN ANALYSIS OF EXISTING LIGHT SOURCES (continued) 
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7.1 PHOTOMETRIC PLAN ANALYSIS OF EXISTING LIGHT SOURCES (continued) 
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7.2 PHOTOMETRIC PLAN ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED COURT LIGHTS 
 
We are proposing using 800W LED lights on the western 4 courts in each bank, and 
400W LED lights on the eastern most court in each bank. 
 
Photometrics at 800W 
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7.2 PHOTOMETRIC PLAN ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED COURT LIGHTS (continued) 
 
Photometrics at 400W 
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7.3 PRODUCT INFORMATION 
 
Light Type: G1-S3 LED Tennis Lights 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

(note signage/instructions to members on how to use) 
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7.3 PRODUCT INFORMATION (continued) 
 
Pole Detail 
 
Pole width: 2.76” and the Pole base width: 6.89” 
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7.4 ELECTRICITY LAYOUT PLAN 
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8.0 LANSCAPING PLAN, LOCATION, SIZE, AND CHARACTER 
 
Landscaping of the site will remain mostly unchanged with implementation of the court 
lighting.  Existing vegetation, trees and shrubs, surrounding the River Forest Tennis Club 
will inhibit the amount of light being released towards neighboring residential areas. 
 
Based on neighbor feedback, we will be planting 36 arborvitaes trees along Jackson 
Avenue. Initial tree height will be 5-6 feet with the expectation of 1-2 feet of growth 
each year. 
 
Please see below diagrams. 
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9.0 COVENANTS, EASEMENTS, AND RESTRICTIONS 
 
There are no proposed covenants or restrictions related to the project, but the light 
utilization of the lights ranges from the months of April 1st to October 31st from 6am to 
9:30pm. 
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10.0 DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE 
 
The River Forest tennis Club anticipates the following general schedule for completion 
of the project: 
 

- The installation is anticipated to take approximately 3 weeks to install. 
- The installation will be in one phase. 
- The installation is anticipated to begin after the regular tennis season concludes 

(e.g. November 2025) 
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B11 APPLICANT’S STATEMENT 
 

RFTC is to record a certified copy of the zoning ordinance granting the planned 
development permit with the Cook County Recorder of Deed’s Office and to provide 
evidence of said recording to the Village within 30 days of passage in the event that the 
proposed planned development is approved by Village Board. 
 
 
 

Dan Baker 
_____________________________________ 
Dan Baker, President 
 
 
 

Sandi Graves 
_____________________________________ 
Sandi Graves, Past President 
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12.0 TRAFFIC STUDY 
 
The traffic study has been completed by: 
 
Engineering Firm 
Kenig, Lindgren, O'Hara, Aboona, Inc. 
Michael A. Werthmann, PE, PTOE 
9575 West Higgins Road, Suite 400 
Rosemont, IL.  60018 
(847) 518-9990 office 
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13.0 ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
 
The financial capability of the applicant to complete the proposed development is 
shown based on the following Bank Statements (Exhibit 13.1) 
 
  



Application for River Forest Tennis Club – Court Lighting 

13.1 BANK STATEMENTS 
 
 
Checking Account 
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13.1 BANK STATEMENTS (continued) 
 
 
Savings Account 
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13.2 EVIDENCE OF PROJECT’S ECONOMIC VIABILITY 
 
This requirement has been waived by the Village’s Development Review Board. 
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13.3 ANALYSIS SUMMARIZING ECONOMIC IMPACT OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
UPON VILLAGE 
 
This requirement has been waived by the Village’s Development Review Board. 
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14.0  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY 
 
No environment impact study is required by law to the best of our knowledge. 
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15.0 VILLAGE SERVICE ANALYSIS 
 
There is no additional demand on Village Services under the scope of this proposal.  As 
activities will not change at the River Forest Tennis Club due to the installation of lights, 
the level of Village Services remains the same. 
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16.0  UTILITY PLAN IMPROVEMENTS 
 
No changes will be made to the Utility Plan. 
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17.0 DRAINAGE PLAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
No changes will be made to the Drainage Plan. 
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18.0 SITE DEVELOPMENT ALLOWANCES  
 
No allowances are requested. 
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19.0 NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING COMMENTS  
 
▪ Date & Time: Wednesday, March 12, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. 
▪ Location:  Room 200 in Christopher Center at Concordia University 
▪ Invitees:  RF residents within a 1,000 ft radius (expanded from 500 ft)  
▪ Attendance:  ~50 residents (~50% non-RFTC) 
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19.1 PUBLIC NOTICE MAILING  
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19.2 SUMMARY OF NEIGHBOR COMENTS 
 

Questions/Summary of “Lights” Village Meeting 
Wednesday, March 12th 

 

• Was the recording going to be made available to the public. 

• Was the presentation going to be made available to the public. 

• Light spillage study completed by vendor, why not have a 2nd opinion. 

• Point measurements not taken from RFTC property line 

• Any study about the temperature of the lights  

• Does light spillage block the night sky. 

• Objection to sitting on porch, looking at multiple lights now blocking sunset. 

• Is RFTC going to host tournaments. 

• Questions comparing RFTC to other public entities. Are our taxes less. 

• Want lower poles. 

• Are presentation suggestions coming from members or neighbors. 

• Why hasn’t RFTC changed pool lights. 

• Will there will be more noise if courts lit from 6AM-9PM. 

• Not happy with the aesthetics of adding 18 lights around courts. 

• Bought house knowing there were no lights on courts/surrounding RFTC 
property. 

• Want better rendering of spillage report. 

• How many poles needs to light a single court. 

• How much space required for lights, what options are there for placement on 
courts. 

• Pickleball courts sound like a ping pong table… afraid we are going to light these 
courts as well. 

• Why can’t members use other courts for night play. 

• Progress OK for public use, not needed for private club. 

• Comparing lights to OPCC which are very bright. 

• A vote was taken at meeting to determine the percentage of members versus 
neighbors in attendance… more neighbors attending than members. 

• Looking for a guarantee that spillage will be what was presented in the 
presentation. 

• Questioning the application process, concerned about the number of RFTC 
members on the DRC board.  

• Concerned about trimming trees along Jackson in order to make room for the 
lights. 

• Would like to see sample of a lit light. 

• Neighbors would like to see evergreens installed long Jackson in order to block 
view of courts. 

• Is it possible to make Oak Ave a one-way street at night. 



Application for River Forest Tennis Club – Court Lighting 

• Jackson neighbors concerned about view from 2nd story, looking down at lights. 

• Neighbor wondering how permit/application standards are judged. 

• Where to view comparable lights/clay courts locally. 

• Are “warmer” lights” an option… according to vendor, yes, but not used for 
sports. 

• Didn’t like the proposed cut-off time of 10PM, want a 9/9:30PM time. 

• Could vendor provide an option with zero foot candles and how would that 
work. 

• Want a more detailed spillage report to include the trees/shrubs, wind screens 
and the light reflection on clay courts. 

• Not all neighbors received letter/email notification of this meeting. 

• Issues with light model numbers in presentation missing/not matching to 
vendor’s online web page, can’t do proper research (Jason). 

• What is the proposed timeline for the village application. 

• Will neighbors be notified of the next meeting. 
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19.3 EMAILS SENT IN FROM NEIGHBORS   
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19.4 LETTERS OF “NO CONCERN” FROM ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL AND FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
 
 
D90 – Roosevelt Middle School 
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19.4 LETTERS OF “NO CONCERN” FROM ROOSEVELT MIDDLE SCHOOL AND FIRST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (continued) 
 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
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19.5 SUPPORT STATEMENT FROM RFTC MEMBERS 
 
On April 7, 2024, the River Forest Tennis Club asked its members if they were interested 
in the possibility of adding lights to our tennis courts. The members voted overwhelming 
in favor of adding the lights. 
 

- ~80%: Of the ~400 active families, 316 families responded  
- ~90%: Of the 316 families that responded, 283 voted in favor of the lights  

 
As mentioned in our presentation, RFTC represents nearly 400 families across at least 4 
towns (River Forest, Oak Park, Elmwood Park, and Forest Park) 

- 85% live in River Forest 
- 5% live in Oak Park 
- 5% live in the surrounding suburbs 
- 5% live outside the state 

 
Every entry was unique (There were no duplicate entries), however, a small, statically 
insignificant, number of votes came from two members of the same family (e.g. husband 
and wife each voted) 
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20.0 LEGAL OPINION LETTER 
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21.0 ADJUSTMENTS BASED ON NEIGHBOR AND VILLAGE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
▪ Light  

▪ Eliminated light spillage on Lathrop Ave 
▪ Nearly eliminated light spillage on Jackson Ave to avg of 0.078 FC by decreasing to 

400W LEDs from 800W 
▪ Eliminated in some spots down to 0.0 FC from 0.2 FC 

▪ Planting 36 arborvitae trees on Jackson Ave to block more sound and light 
▪ Conducted an additional photometric study on surrounding/adjacent buildings 

▪ Data show light spillage from School, Library, and Church are 110x brighter 
than proposed tennis lights 

▪ 960x brighter at the brightest point on Jackson Ave 
▪ Adhered to USTA and IES professional standards (Lower in many cases, in neighbors’ 

favor) 
▪ All 10 courts are underlit for our Class III rating, and 2 courts are even 

underlit at the lower Class IV rating 
▪ Used a much more aggressive Light Loss Factor (97% vs 70%), which in turn 

overestimates light spillage 
▪ Adhered to Dark Sky Compliance and Design 
▪ Decreased end time to 9:30pm from 10pm, resulting in only 80 minutes of 

additional play from May to August 
▪ Open to replacing/upgrading the windscreens to block more sound and light 

 
▪ Sound 

▪ Planting 36 arborvitae trees on Jackson Ave to block more sound and light 
▪ Open to replacing/upgrading the windscreens to block more sound and light 

 
▪ Additional Detail 

▪ Doubled the notification zone for the neighbor meeting from 500 ft to 1,000 ft 
▪ Also, posted on Facebook 

▪ Only allow lights from April 1st to October 31st 
▪ Members to book the courts closest to the center of the property first 

▪ Farthest from residential streets of Lathrop Ave and Jackson Ave 
▪ Courts lighted on an individual basis and only when being used 

▪ Provided further detail on resident makeup 
▪ Delayed the neighbor meeting until after the holidays 
▪ Delayed the DRB meeting until summer was over 

 
▪ Unrelated to tennis court lights 

▪ Pool Lights 
▪ Recently upgraded them to directional LEDs 
▪ Will be further tilting them down to decrease light spillage 

▪ Pickleball  
▪ We will not be asking for the pickleball courts to be lit 
▪ No pickleball until 8am 


