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ABOUT RIVER FOREST 

The Village of River Forest is a beautiful suburban Village adjacent to 

Chicago in Cook County and is nestled amongst beautiful tree lined 

streets. River Forest is home to two universities, Dominican University 

and Concordia University Chicago. River Forest has a population of over 

11,000 residents and has several major IDOT thoroughfares including 

North Ave., Harlem Ave., Madison St., Chicago Ave. and Lake St. which 

see thousands of motorists each day. The River Forest Police Depart-

ment strives upon making the Village a safe place for all residents, mo-

torists and pedestrians by staying committed to community policing prin-

ciples and traffic enforcement activities. 

River Forest Police Department 

(708) 366-7125 

§ Uniformed Patrol 

Operations 

§ Criminal Investiga-

tions 

§ Youth Services 

§ Senior Services 

§ Traffic Accident   

investigations 

§ Traffic Enforcement 

§ Bicycle Patrol 

§ Truck Enforcement 

§ WESTAFð Major 

Crash Unit Investi-

gation 
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The Police Department is staffed with 28 sworn Police Officers including the Chief, one 

Deputy Chief, a Commander, five Sergeants and twenty Police Officers. 

The Police Department also employs a Community Service Officer and Records Clerk to 

handle non-patrol service functions and administrative functions. 

The Department is a member of the Northern Illinois Police Alarm System (NIPAS), the 

Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System (ILEAS), the West Suburban Directed Gang En-

forcement Task Force (WEDGE), and the West Suburban Major Crimes Task Force 

(WESTAF) through intergovernmental agreements with local, state, and federal law en-

forcement agencies. 

Police services include uniformed patrol operations, investigations, youth services, sen-

ior services, traffic accident investigation and enforcement, bicycle patrol and supple-

mentary services which include disaster preparedness and response, vacation watch 

program, participation with community action groups, crime prevention, home security 

assessments, drug abuse intervention, traffic pattern analysis and recommendations, 

elementary school anti-drug abuse "Too Good For Drugs" program, and Village licensing 

investigation and enforcement. 
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The River Forest Police Department  also has a variety of specialized positions aside 

from patrol to address different needs within the department and to better serve the 

public.  

 

Officer Ben Ransom is our Crime Prevention/Senior Services/School Resource Officer 

who handles a variety of assignments which include ISEARCH, Too Good For Drugs, Jun-

ior Citizens Police Academy and quarterly crime prevention meetings. Office Ransom 

also teaches traffic and bicycle safety at various assemblies through out the year at all 

River Forest schools. 

 

Officer Dan Humphreys is our Traffic officer and handles a variety of different tasks in-

cluding, directed patrols, traffic missions, accident reports and accident investigations. 

Officer Humphreys also conducts various proactive and aggressive traffic enforcement 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

Officer Humphreys start-

ing his traffic shift  
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This Chapter documents River Forest Police Department general orders and guidelines 

for occupant restraint use and enforcement, speed enforcement, and impaired driving 

enforcement. Distracted driving falls under our traffic law enforcement general order 

and it is the policy of this department to enforce traffic laws at a level sufficient to en-

sure the safe and expeditious movement of traffic. 
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§ General Order requiring officer safety belt use 

§ General Order for Occupant Restraint enforcement 

Ofc. Zermeno wearing 

her seat belt at the start 

of her shift 
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§ General Order for speed enforcement G.O. No: 61.1 

 

 

 

Ofc. Spears conducting 

radar enforcement 
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§ General Order for DUI enforcement G.O. No: 62.3 

This General Order details and outlines our agencies polic-

es and procedures regarding DUI enforcement 

 

Ofc. Pickens performing field 

sobriety test on a suspected 

impaired driver 
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The River Forest Police Department is committed to continued training and education 

for all officers. Throughout the year officers attend in-house training and roll call training 

for traffic safety related education to keep officers up-to-date with new IVC laws. Officers 

also get their training through North East Multi-Regional Training (NEMRT) as well as 

through Suburban Law Enforcement Academy (SLEA). Each month officers must com-

plete online training through Police Law Institute where a variety of topics are addressed 

including DUI and traffic enforcement matters.  
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Police Law Institute 2018 Topics: 

Use of Forceð Stopping a driver to prevent escape 

Legal Basisð Arrest or Search 

New Lawsð Driving Under the influence 

Officers are required to complete a test at the end of each session. Each month the topics change and most 

topics apply to issues regarding traffic enforcement. 

 

 

A screenshot showing completed training on Police Law Instituteõs 

web-based training portal 

Online Training 
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Annually, each officer receives an electronic copy of law updates from the Illinois Secre-

tary of State. Officers either print out the law updates or save them to their MDT for 

field use. This year the law update included the change in age for rear-facing child re-

straint. Any child under the age of 2 years is required to be in a rear facing child re-

straint.  

 

 

 

 

 

Online Training 
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The River Forest Police Department has (6) six certified Child 

Passenger Safety Technicians who are trained with the proper 

installation of a child safety seat. These officers all received 

their training in 2017 and continue to use their certification 

throughout the year to assist drivers in ensuring that their child 

safety seat is properly installed and that the child is properly 

secured in the seat. Each technician ensures that the driver is 

fully capable of installing the safety seat properly and on their 

own. 

Child Passenger Safety 

Technician: 

Ofc. Balaguer 

Ofc. Casey  

Ofc. Carroll 

Ofc. Cassidy 

Cmdr. Greenwood 

Ofc. Landini 

 

 

 

Occupant Protection Training  

Officer Casey performing a child safety seat 

inspection for a resident 
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Traffic Safety Training ð Other  

The Illinois Truck Enforcement Association is an association designed 

for Police Officers who are specialized in Truck Enforcement and acts 

as a central resource point for the trucking industry and resources that 

are needed to practice truck enforcement in the most professional way  

possible. ITEA offers continued  resources and updates to truck en-

forcement laws and regulations specifically designed to address weight, 

dimension, safety and equipment related issues and enforcement on 

second division vehicles operating on Illinois highways.  

The River Forest Police Department has a total of 6 certified Truck Enforcement Officers and are 

members of ITEA. Each officer has attended Truck Enforcement I and II which are both 40 hour certi-

fication courses through North East Multi-Regional Training (NEMERT). The River Forest Police De-

partment utilizes (4) portable truck scales during their all year round overweight truck enforcement 

and actively pursue overweight, over dimension, and unsafe trucks from the public highways. Each 

year at the beginning of July our Certified Truck Enforcement officers conduct a truck overweight en-

forcement detail and strictly 

ILTEA Truck Officers: 

Cmdr. Greenwood 

Sgt. Swierczynski 

Cpl. Bowman 

Det. Fries 

Ofc. Humphreys 

Ofc. Landini 
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Traffic Safety Trainingñ Other  

In 2018 Officer Humphreys and Landini also completed a 40 hour NEMERT Commer-

cial Vehicle Safety Inspection certification training.  
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Traffic Safety Trainingñ Other  

In 2018, (2) of our officers attended John Reid Interviews and Interrogations certifica-

tion course which will assist in the investigations of traffic crashes which can result in 

reckless homicide charges.  
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Traffic Safety Trainingñ Other  

In 2018, One of our officers completed a (40) hour Basic Evidence Technician Program. 

The River Forest Police Department has a total now of (19) certified Evidence Techni-

cians who handle the processing and photographing of traffic crashes.  
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Traffic Safety Trainingð Other  

Officer Humphreys and Officer Landini attended a 40 Hour NEMERT basic traffic crash investigation course in 

2017 and since then Officer Humphreys has joined a new multi jurisdictional Major Crash Unit that formed in 

2018 to investigate and reconstruct serious and fatal accidents for surrounding jurisdictions which include, 

Berwyn, Cicero, Elmwood Park, Melrose Park, Forest Park, Broadview, North Riverside, Riverside, Stone Park, 

Oak Park, Franklin Park, Westchester, Hillside and Berkeley.      

Officer Humphreys is part of an on call team to assist accident reconstruc-

tionist with the processing of scenes which include photograph, vehicle in-

spection, and mapping of the crime scene. Officers Humphreys attended 

monthly in-service training in 2018 for WESTAF Major Crash Unit (MCU)  

which covered a variety of training in the use of  Bosch Crash Data Retrieval 

(CDR),  TruPulse 200X Total Station, accelerometer VC4000PC. This training 

allowed investigators the opportunity to utilize that knowledge at traffic crash 

investigations in River Forest and surrounding suburbs.  

Traffic Crash Investigators: 

Ofc. Humphreys 

Ofc. Landini 

 

MCU Investigator: 2018 

Ofc. Humphreys 


